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By Seth Daniel

 If all one can do in public this 
summer is stay in their car, why 
not make a movie night out of it?
 That’s exactly what the City 
has proposed, announcing a July 
series of Drive-in Movie events, 
with Mission Hill being one of the 
two site locations for the event.
 Mayor Martin J. Walsh an-
nounced this week the City of 

Boston July Drive-In Movie Se-
ries, organized by the Boston 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment and the Mayor’s Office of 
Tourism, Sports, and Entertain-
ment. This series is made possi-
ble by support from the Highland 
Street Foundation, in partner-
ship with the Age Strong Com-
mission, and host sites, South 
Boston Convention Center and 

By John lynDS

 With the ongoing racial ten-
sion sweeping across the nation 
and calls for police reform in al-
most every major U.S. city there 
was an emotional debate last 
week in the City Council over 
Mayor Martin Walsh’s proposed 
budget.
 Since the killing of George 
Floyd at the hands of a Minneap-
olis police officer, big city Mayors 
like Walsh have heard the calls to 
restructure police budgets loud 
and clear. 
 Walsh proposed to reallocate 
$12 million in Boston Police over-
time funds to invest in social 
equity and inclusion programs 
in Boston. 

 The Mayor’s proposed budget 
passed by a slim margin in an 8-5 
vote after some councilors argued 
the cuts to police spending did 

By lauren Bennett

 This year, instead of gath-
ering around the Hatch Shell, 
you’ll have to gather around your 
television for the Boston Pops 
virtual Fourth of July spectac-
ular. There will be no live per-
formance or fireworks on the 
Esplanade this year because of 
COVID-19. 
 The three hour special, which 
is set to broadcast on Bloomberg 
Television and Radio, as well as 
simulcast on WHDH-TV from 
8-11pm on July 4, is called “A 

Boston Pops Salute to Our He-
roes” and will honor those who 
have fought on the front lines 
of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
those who have lost their lives. 
Boston Pops conductor Keith 
Lockhart has expressed his sad-
ness that the Pops won’t be able 
to perform live, but they are look-
ing forward to presenting this 
special to viewers near and far.
 “All of us at the Boston Pops 
are pleased to have this oppor-
tunity to present A Boston Pops 
Salute to Our Heroes, a special 
broadcast that will pay tribute 

to the many frontline workers 
who continue to do so much to 
keep our communities safe and 
running during the COVID-19 
pandemic,” Boston Pops con-
ductor Keith Lockhart said in a 
statement. 
 “One of the positive things 
we have learned during the last 
few months is that even in the 
middle of a health crisis so many 
Americans are strong, resilient, 
helpful, and hopeful. It has been 
absolutely inspiring to see our 
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Boston Pops to air virtual Fourth of July special 
no live fireworks this celebration

Photo by Michael Blanchard

The Boston Pops, led by Keith Lockhart, at a previous July Fourth Fireworks Spectacular on 
the Charles River Esplanade. Due to COVID-19, this year’s celebration will be purely broadcast 
on TV and radio.

City Council passes budget
MH Councilor breaks ranks with Council progressives

Mission Hill Councilor Kenzie 
Bok.

Mission Hill site will host 
City Drive-In Movie series 

Movies shown include ‘Harriet’ and ‘Trolls’
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frontline workers show such 
extraordinary dedication to the 
well-being of others, with their 
amazing acts of sacrifice, gener-
osity, support, and kindness, as 
well as the incredible skill and 
know-how they bring to every 
situation. We also think it is es-
sential to address one of the most 
crucial/fundamental themes of 
our times—the truth that we 
must do better as a people to 
confront racism and achieve a 
just and equal society for ev-
eryone throughout our country. 
These messages of honor, unity, 
diversity, equality, and fellowship 
will resound throughout the 2020 
Boston Pops Fireworks Spectacu-
lar broadcast by way of inspiring 
retrospective performances by 
our most popular artists of the 
last few years, side by side with 
brand new content developed 
over the last two months.”
 As previously reported by 
the Boston Sun, the special will 
highlight memorable moments 
from previous Boston Pops Fire-
works Spectaculars, such as per-
formances by Melissa Etheridge, 
Andy Grammer, Queen Latifah, 
and others, along with an ap-
pearance by the first youth poet 
laureate of the United States, 
Amanda Gorman, according to a 
release from the Boston Sympho-
ny Orchestra (BSO). 
 The program will also fea-
ture new content, including a 
performance by singer Renese 
King and Keith Lockhart on the 

piano, as well as a video per-
formance by the Boston Pops of 
their recent “viral hit” Summon 
the Heroes, which will feature 
an introduction by the song’s 
composer, John Williams. Other 
new content includes a virtu-
al performance by the Boston 
Pops Viola Section of “Over the 
Rainbow,” a performance of Leroy 
Anderson’s Bugler’s Holiday by 
the BSO Trumpet Section, and 
a video message from General 
James C. McConville, Chief of 
Staff of the U.S. Army. 
 “Look for surprises through-
out the evening; special messages 
from musical and community fig-
ures, and a tribute to our nation’s 
first responders that we’re going 
to put together,” Lockhart said in 
a recent announcement.  
 Also included in the special 
are Boston Pops traditions such 
as the patriotic sing-along, a per-
formance of John Philip Sousa’s 
The Stars and Stripes Forever, 
a performance of Tchaikovsky’s 
“1812” Overture, the US Army 
Field Band and Soldiers Chorus, 
and a fireworks display from past 
years to round out the program. 
Brian Stokes Mitchell will open 
the program with “America the 
Beautiful.”
 According to the BSO release, 
Boston Pops conductor Keith 
Lockhart will also “put a special 
focus on intrinsic messages of 
the Independence Day holiday 
and fundamental themes of our 
times around achieving a just 
and equal society for everyone.”
 The show will be hosted by 
Keith Lockhart and Kim Carri-

gan, Joe Shortsleeve, and Janet 
Wu of Bloomberg Media.
 Additionally, the Boston Pops 
is asking fans to participate 
in the Great American Picnic 
Sweepstakes.
 “Between now and July 6, the 
Boston Pops wants to spotlight 
the many ways people around the 
country plan for and celebrate 
the Fourth,” the BSO said in 
a release. “Contest participants 
can snap a photo or film a vid-
eo of their celebration and post 
them on Facebook, Instagram, or 
Twitter. By tagging #GreatAmer-
icanPicnic @thebostonpops par-
ticipants will be automatically 
entered into a sweepstakes for a 
chance to win great prizes,” such 
as “prime seating” for the 2021 
Boston Pops Fireworks Spec-

tacular, with airfare and hotel 
accommodations for four guests, 
the release states.
 Up to 10 winners can also be 
the recipient of a “Be a Star!” vid-
eo, where participants can play 
“kitchen spoons, shake maracas, 
snap fingers, or play air guitar 
and we’ll edit it together with 
footage of the Pops to create a 
video keepsake,” according to the 
release. A third prize includes a 
Coca-Cola branded Yeti cooler 
with a variety of products. 
 For more details and sweep-
stakes rules, visit bso.org.
 The BSO and Boston Pops are 
also seeking donations, “as these 
challenging times of COVID-19 
force the cancellation of live per-
formances by the Boston Pops (its 
2020 spring season) and Boston 

Symphony Orchestra (part of its 
2020-21 Symphony Hall season 
and the entire live performance 
season at Tanglewood)…” the re-
lease states. Visit www.boston-
pops.org/donatetoday to make a 
donation.
 For a complete list of how to 
watch the broadcast, visit bos-
tonpopsjuly4th.org. 
 “We hope everyone through-
out the country will gather 
around their televisions or ra-
dios, or watch the show on their 
phones or tablets,” Lockhart said, 
“and join us as we show our ap-
preciation for the heroes of our 
times and celebrate the intrinsic 
messages of Independence Day 
that unite us all in this great and 
beautifully diverse country.”
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• Broadway legend Brian 
Stokes Mitchell sings “America 
the Beautiful” and “Wheels of 
a Dream”
• Amanda Mena, America’s Got 
Talent semifinalist from Lynn, 
MA, sings Pink’s What About 
US and the national anthem 
with the U.S. Navy Sea Chant-
ers
• American folk-rock sing-
er-songwriter Melissa Ether-
idge performs her mega-hit “I 
Wanna Come Over”
• Amanda Gorman, first-ev-
er Youth Poet Laureate of the 
United States, performs a new 
take on the “Battle Hymn of the 
Republic” entitled “Believer’s 

Hymn for the Republic”
• Broadway star Leslie Odom, 
Jr., sings “Sarah” from The Civil 
War, and “Without You” from 
Rent
• Grammy Award-winning 
artist Rhiannon Giddens, lead 
singer, violinist, banjo player, 
and a founding member of the 
acclaimed country, blues, and 
old-time music band the Caro-
lina Chocolate Drops, performs 
her hits “Pretty Little Girl” and 
“She’s Got You”
• Rita Moreno, iconic singer/
actor/dancer and winner of the 
Academy Award for best sup-
porting actress for the 1961 
film version of West Side Story, 

narrates excerpts from Ellis 
Island: The Dream of America
• Great American folk sing-
er-songwriter, Arlo Guthrie and 
The Texas Tenors sing “This 
Land Is Your Land”
• The incomparable Queen Lat-
ifah, American rapper, singer, 
songwriter, actress, and produc-
er sings “Mercy, Mercy, Mercy”
• Multi-platinum Singer/Song-
writer Andy Grammer performs 
his hit “Give Love”
• The U.S. Army Field Band 
and Soldiers’ Chorus join the 
Pops for “The Stars and Stripes 
Forever.”

Performances from previous Boston Pops Fireworks Spectacular Programs are as 
follows in order of appearance, as provided by the BSO:

Boston Pops
Continued from page 1

Staff RepoRt

 US Sen. Ed Markey and US 
Congressman Joseph Kennedy 
III both made an appearance on 
the Boston Praise Radio & TV 
Boston Black News segment on 
Friday, June 19, with Mission 
Hill native Ron Bell serving as 
moderator.
 US Congressman Joseph Ken-
nedy III was live at the studio 
at 9:30 a.m. and US Senator Ed 
Markey was interviewed at 10 
a.m.
 Pastor Bruce Wall is the CEO 
and Founder of Boston’s first 

and only church based, Black 
owned, FCC licensed FM Radio, 
TV, Social Media and Internet 
Multi-Media Network.
 Ron Bell, founder of Dunk 
the Vote and a native of Mission 
Hill, interviewed both candidates 
for the US Senate.  Bell recently 
launched Dunk the Vote 2020, 
to increase voter registration, 
education and turnout. Dunk the 
Vote previously registered more 
than 50,000 Massachusetts res-
idents to vote over many years, 
going door to door in Mission 
Main and holding big events at 
the Reggie Lewis Center.

 Pastor Wall said, “He sup-
ports the movement to take down 
the statues of racist leaders of 
our country and to rename the 
Faneuil Hall Building that was 
given to Boston by a racist slave 
trader.”
 He went on to say, “But even 
more important is the challenge 
Black people face to register to 
vote, educate themselves and go 
to the polls to elect candidates 
who have a proven track record 
on the issues that are germane 
to the survival of Black people 
in America.”
 Bell said, “Voting is a public 

health emergency. History con-
tinues to repeat itself. Dunk the 
Vote was founded in response 
to the (Charles) Stuart tragedy 
in Mission Hill and the Rodney 
King verdict in Los Angeles in 
1992. We need to continue to 
march, protest, and create policy 
that can prayerfully help change 
the culture of systematic racism 
in every sector of our society.”
 Pastor Wall invited all candi-
date looking to reach the Black 
voters to make time to spend on 
his show.
 “All roads should lead to Bos-
ton Praise Radio & TV for the 

candidates who value and want 
the Black Vote,” said Wall. “We 
will aggressively reach out to the 
candidates to speak to our people 
through our 29-different media 
platforms. We are using the pow-
er of radio, TV, social media and 
the Internet to educate Black 
people and the residents of the 
city about their civic duty to do 
more than just talk and complain 
about their condition. We want 
them to do something about it by 
voting in the upcoming election, 
even though we are in a pandem-
ic.” 

Local Black media network continues to present candidates despite pandemic
Mission Hill native Ron Bell interviews both U.S. Senate candidates, re-launched Dunk the Vote 2020

Please Recycle this Newspaper
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By Mossy Martin

Happy 80th birthday (July 
22) to Illanga Scott, the lone 
survivor of the G-Cleffs, a local 
pop soul vocal group. Also in the 
band were Illanga’s three broth-
ers Teddy, Chris, Tim Scott and 
their next-door neighbor from 
Roxbury, Ray Gipson. Illanga is a 
wonderful gentleman, and I enjoy 
conversing with him when I often 
see him at Mike’s Donuts. 

As teenagers, the group would 
hone their singing skills through-

out the Mission Hill project be-
cause they liked the reverberat-
ing sounds of the melody. 

In 1957, just a few years af-
ter singing in the project, the 
G-Cleffs were the quintessential 
success story, appearing at the 
famous Apollo Theater in New 
York. They were later featured 
on the faddish “American Band-
stand” television show, and they 
performed locally at the Strand 
Theater in Dorchester, the Bos-
ton Garden and the old Boston 
Arena. The G-Cleffs often played 

at the “Beach Ball” in Revere, 
a popular spot for Mission Hill 
music lovers who would ride the 
Blue line train to Revere Beach 
to hear the great music. 

The G-Cleffs first big hit was 
“Ka- Ding –Dong,” but my favor-
ite is “I Understand,” a tender-
hearted slow song. Illanga, who 
still lives in Roxbury, stays busy 
doing the choreographing at the 
Tony Williams Dance Studio in 
Jamaica Plain.

 Thirty summers ago in Mis-
sion Hill, an atrocity happened 
when the beloved Earley fam-
ily was victimized by violence 
at their 137 St. Alphonsus St. 
apartment. The landlord, Nicola 
Colafella, who unsuccessfully at-
tempted to raise the Earley’s rent 
to $1,200 per month (an unreal-
istic amount for 1990), alleged-
ly shot both Walter Earley and 
his son Bobby Earley to death. 
Walter’s wife, Katherine, and the 
couple’s older son, Tom Earley, 
were wounded in the unprovoked 
attack, but they survived. 

Colafella has been confined at 
Bridgewater State Hospital, a 
facility for the criminally insane, 
since the incident. I mention this 
not to conjure up awful memo-
ries, but to reflect on the lives of 
Walter and Bobby.

Walter was a World War II 
veteran who served in the Navy 
before joining the Boston Police 
in 1948. Until his retirement in 
1980, he spent his entire career 

in law enforcement working in 
District 14, Brighton. In a Boston 
Herald story from 1990, Officer 
Vinnie Imbimbo, who worked 
with Walter for years, said; “Wal-
ter was an old time cop who loved 
walking the beat and talking and 
joking with the constituents he 
served.” 

Walter was quite the character 
and a great guy. He was a jolly 
storyteller, and I heard many of 
his tales sitting with him at the 
Mission Hill Post. 

Walter’s grandson John Earley 
is a dedicated Boston Police offi-
cer who grew up in Mission Hill. 
When John joined the depart-
ment years ago as a patrolman, 
he wore Badge # 1881 - the same 
badge number his grandfather 
wore. Walter would have loved 
that. 

Bobby Earley graduated in 
1964 from Mission High School, 
where he was a terrific basket-
ball player. Bobby had an un-
ruffled personality, and he was 
always unflappable on the bas-
ketball court, particularly when 
he played in the Tech Tourney 
at the packed Boston Garden 
on the great ‘64 Mission High 
team. He was also an excellent 
baseball player and later played 
for Larry’s Pub in the Mission 
Hill Softball League. 

 After high school, Bobby 
served in the U.S. Army and did 
a tour in Vietnam. As a little kid 
playing basketball in the Mission 

Hill project, Bobby would often 
join my friends and myself and 
tutor us in the fundamentals of 
the great game of basketball. I 
always appreciated Bobby’s con-
sideration.

I was saddened to hear of the 
death of Joe Cosby last month. 
Joe, a U.S. Marine and former 
Boston Firefighter, was a won-
derful Mission Hill guy. 

About 40 years ago I coached 
Joe on the Mission Hill C.Y.O. 
baseball team. It was a summer 
of fun coaching Joe and the oth-
er fine Mission Hill youngsters, 
including John Kern, Eric Alden 
and Tony Green. Joe loved sports 
and playing for “Richie’s Rebels”; 
he was among the best players 
ever in the Mission Hill Softball 
League. 

While I was recently walk-
ing with my son, Rob Martin, 
we crossed paths with Joe at 
Brigham Circle, and the three 
of us had a nice chat. The last 
thing Joe said was, “See you guys 
later, I’m going to stop in Mission 
Church.” 
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Hill Happenings

Brendan Behan Pub 
378A Centre Street 

Jamaica Plain

Walter Earley in 1968 on Election Day at Brighton polls, keeping 
kids occupied while their parents vote.

By John Lynds

 With ramped up testing the 
Mission Hill/Roxbury COVID-19 
infection rate skyrocketed in the 
month of May and increased 91 
percent from May 1 to June 1. 
 However, like many other ar-
eas that have taken social dis-
tancing and wearing face cover-
ings/masks seriously things have 
leveled out quite a bit in June 
here.  
 In Mission Hill/Roxbury the 
COVID-19 infection rate went 
from 110.1 cases per 10,000 res-
idents at the beginning of May to 
an infection rate of 210.8 cases 
per 10,000 residents by June 1. 
 However, the infection rate 
decreased dramatically through-

out June and only rose 7.2 per-
cent from the infection rate of 
210.8 cases per 10,000 residents 
to 226.1 cases per 10,000 resi-
dents. 
 There were 975 confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in Mission Hill/
Roxbury as of last Friday, an 
increase of only 66 cases from 
the 909 cases reported at the 
beginning of last month. 
 The stats released by the Bos-
ton Public Health Commission 
(BPHC) as part of its weekly 
COVID-19 report breaks down 
the number of cases and infec-
tion rates in each neighborhood. 
It also breaks down the number 
of cases by age, gender and race. 
Updated results are released on 
the BPHC’s website on Friday 
afternoons. 

 Last week the BPHC report-
ed that 6,376 Mission Hill/Rox-
bury residents were tested for 
COVID-19 and the data shows 
that only 1.1 percent of those 
tested in the area were COVID 
positive.  
 Overall since the pandemic 
began 15.6 percent of Mission 
Hill/Roxbury residents were 
found to be COVID positive. 
 Citywide positive cases of 
coronavirus rose only .08 percent 
from 13,326 cases to 13,441 cases 
in a week. So far 9,384 Boston 
residents have fully recovered 
from the virus. 
 Deaths from COVID-19 rose 
1.7 percent from 697 deaths to 
the 709 deaths reported last 
week.

COVID-19 updates for Mission Hill
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the country have been the focus 
of many communities due to the 
impact of COVID19 as it relates 
to the typical events and activi-
ties they would have experienced.  

A local mom (Sharon Hinton) 
pulled together a rolling caravan 
through Boston neighborhoods to 
celebrate Boston’s young people.  
MHMS participated in the Com-

mencement Caravan to honor 
all Boston Public School 2020 
graduates on Saturday, June 
6th.  Several City Councilors 
and legislators dropped by to 
congratulate the students while 
Mayor Walsh, Superintendent 
BPS Brenda Cassellius and BPD 
Commissioner William Gross ad-
dressed the crowds at the open-
ing ceremony.  The caravan then 
drove through several neighbor-
hoods, including Mission Hill, 
to enthusiastic groups of people 
supporting the graduates.  Hats 

By EllEn WalkEr

SpEcial to thE GazEttE

It is already July, the midpoint 
of the year and the month known 
for people feeling an urge to get 
out there and enjoy the sun-
shine.  Last month, we celebrated 
many holidays including Flag 
Day, Father’s Day, Juneteenth 
(also known as Emancipation 
Day) and the Summer Solstice.  
This issue is usually dedicated 
to our annual community appre-
ciation event and award recipi-
ents.  Though the event has been 
moved to November, we want to 
give a shout out to our award 
recipients – Business of the Year 
goes to Penguin Pizza, Volunteer 

of the Year is Dan Weldon for his 
work with the MH Little League 
and our Golden Broom award 
goes to Kush Groove Shop.  Our 
Great Neighbor Awards include 
Francisco Claudio, Rose Cotrone, 
Richard Giordano and Maria 
Weinograd.  Congratulations to 
you all!

Before you know it, the Fall 
will be upon us and soon we will 
see some of the students return 
to Mission Hill.  The colleges are 
getting ready to meet the needs 
of returning students – whether 
they are physically at the school 
or joining remotely. As you can 
image, there is much to be done 
to prepare.

High school students around 
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Sharon Hinton (organizer), BPD Commissioner Gross, MHMS 
Director Ellen  Walker and Mayor Martin Walsh.

Superintendent of Schools 
Brenda Cassellius.

Gourmet pizzas, salads, calzones, 
appetizers, and more. 

Catering services 
available 
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ecial 

disc
ounts, 

order o
nlin

e          617-445-7799 or  617-445-7790
   www.crispydoughpizzeria.com

 We Deliver
Open 7 days   • 1514 Tremont St. Mission Hill

CRISPY DOUGH 

PIZZERIA

Happy Holidays 
Everyone!!!

and Thank you for a 
great year!!!

Gourmet pizzas, salads, calzones, Gourmet pizzas, salads, calzones, 
appetizers, and more. appetizers, and more. 

Catering services Catering services 
available available 

OPENOPEN  
FOR DELIVERY FOR DELIVERY 
AND PICK-UPAND PICK-UP

11am  to 1am11am  to 1am

82 Hillside St. MH • 617-427-6067

Hillside Market
WE ARE OPEN!!!

8:30am -11:30pm 
Thank you for 

supporting our business!!
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off to the work done by the City, 
schools, and parents because to-
gether they have accomplished 
the impossible task of keeping 
learning alive, well and complet-
ed! Walking through MH neigh-
borhood, you will see posters of 
support from many of our local 
establishments on both Tremont 
Street and Huntington Avenue. 

The Tobin Community Cen-
ter’s John Jackson coordinated a 
socially distanced graduation for 
16 local youth.  This was held in 
the beautiful Tobin Yard which 
is right behind the community 
center.  The day was perfect, and 
the students shared this moment 
with their families and enjoyed 
celebratory cakes.   Pamela Leins, 
who was recently promoted to 
Deputy Director of Boston Cen-
ters for Youth and Families, led 
the historical 2020 graduation 
event with warm and encourag-
ing remarks for the graduates.

Several of the local colleges are 
deep into planning and preparing 
for the Fall semester.  Recently, 
Sandy Pascal of Wentworth In-

stitute of Technology and I had 
the opportunity to catch up by 
phone and we talked about cur-
rent state of affairs and the need 
to update the community due to 
all community meetings being 
put on hold due to COVID19.  
Wentworth wants the commu-
nity to know that while working 
to keep their students, faculty, 
and staff safe, they are thinking 
about their neighbors and are 
concerned for their health and 
well-being.  WIT will not offer 
any on-campus classes this Sum-
mer.  Essential personnel such 
as Public Safety and Facilities 
are on campus and Community 
Relations staff are remote but 
available for questions and con-
cerns (more details are available 
in both WIT and MHMS News-
letters).

We also spoke with Northeast-
ern University and their Commu-
nity Service & Civic Engagement 
team has been hard at work plan-
ning for the Fall semester.  They 
are thinking about ways to orient 
and teach new students about 
the Boston community and how 
to ethically engage in communi-
ties in a virtual or in-person way. 
NEU is inviting students back to 
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Deputy Commission BCYF Pamela Leins.

The first four graduates from the historic Class of 2020.

Huntington Huntington Wine & SpiritsWine & Spirits 
SUMMER WINE SALESUMMER WINE SALE!!!!!!

Mon.-Sat. 11am-9pm, Sun. 12 – 7pm. 
    301 Huntington Ave.  
      (across from YMCA)  

617-536-0164
Call for delivery!

campus in the Fall with an option 
to remain in their hometowns 
and engage in academics and 
campus life virtually.

MassArt is planning to offer 
a hybrid model this Fall that 
includes a mix of on-campus and 
remote teaching and learning. 
These plans are in accordance 
with guidelines of federal, state 
and city public health officials 
and will continue to evolve over 
the coming months. When stu-
dents are on campus they will 
engage in in-person learning and 
may utilize the facilities (print-

making studio, kiln room, wood 
shop, etc.) to work on their proj-
ects, all while following phys-
ical distancing and strict PPE 
protocols. Campus spaces will 
be reconfigured to provide sched-
uled studio access and individual 
study spaces to students. Stu-
dents enrolled in studio classes 
will receive kits of materials to 
use outside of class.

As we all know, each Fall our 
student population brings vital-
ity and revenue to our business 
community.  It is a partnership 
that continues to thrive – now 

and in the future.
Mission Hill Main Streets is 

settling into to our new home at 
1542 Tremont St. and we look for-
ward to seeing you in the neigh-
borhood!  Stay healthy and safe.  
Visit us on our webpage – www.
missionhillmainstreet.com, “like” 
us on Facebook and download our 
free mobile app at Distrx.com.

“How important it is for us 
to celebrate our heroes and she-
roes!” – Maya Angelou

Mission Hill Main Streets 
1542 Tremont Street
Boston, MA 02115
mainstreetsellenwalker@gmail.com
(617) 232-0182

Circle Members:  Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Needham Bank & Northeastern University.

Corporate Buddy

MISSION HILL 
MAIN STREETS 

is back on Tremont!  
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not go far enough. 
 In a surprise move, Mission 
Hill City Councilor Kenzie Bok 
broke ranks with uber progres-
sives on the Council and voted 
to adopt Mayor Walsh’s budget. 
 Edwards joined Councilors 
Frank Baker, Lydia Edwards, 
Liz Breadon, Annissa Es-
saibi-George, Michael Flaherty, 
Ed Flynn and Matt O’Malley in 
voting to pass the budget. 
 City Council President Kim 
Janey and Councilors Ricardo 
Arroyo, Andrea Campbell, Julia 
Mejia and Michelle Wu all voted 
against the budget. 
 In a statement after her vote 
to approve the budget Bok, who 
serves as the Council’s Ways & 
Means Chair, said year’s budget 
process has come in the caul-
dron of COVID-19, collective fury 
about police brutality, and the 
role of systemic racism in every 
aspect of our collective life. 
 “Over the past weeks, the City 
Council has heard many calls to 
reduce and reallocate the City’s 
police budget in order to create 
alternative institutions of com-
munity care and invest more in 
communities of color,” said Bok. 
“In mid-June, the Mayor real-
located $12 million from police 

overtime to other purposes, but 
advocates have called for $40 
million, and a real participatory 
leadership role in building the 
alternatives.”
 The difficult question, said 
Bok, that came before the Coun-
cil’s vote was whether to accept 
the Mayor’s revised budget, or to 
go into a 1/12th budget, where 
this year’s departmental alloca-
tions extend into the new fiscal 
year. Because both personnel 
contracts and other costs are 
scheduled to go up on July 1, un-
der a 1/12th budget many depart-
ments would begin the process of 
laying off some staff or cutting 
services in order to close their 
budget gap. 
 “We also would not lock in 
any of the new allocations in this 
year’s budget, including the $12 
million reallocated away from po-
lice,” she said. “To me, risking the 
loss of those new allocations was 
unacceptable. This year’s operat-
ing budget has by far the highest 
allocations ever for affordable 
housing and public health. It 
includes new money for food ac-
cess, immigrant advancement, 
and language access that will 
help the City build programs that 
are actually adequate to our huge 
needs on those fronts. We are also 
finally getting funding for an 
urban forestry plan, which will 
allow accelerated tree planting 

in areas of the city with greatest 
need.”
 Bok said some of her Council 
colleagues felt that the city could 
temporarily shift to a 1/12th bud-
get in order to pressure the May-
or, reach a budget with even more 
money for these priorities in a 
couple of weeks, and contain the 
fallout for key city departments. 
 “As I talked with colleagues, I 
did not find that we had a collec-
tive counter proposal or feasible 
timeline to make that plausible,” 
she said. “My analysis was that 
if we went to a 1/12th budget we 
were instead very likely to end up 
there permanently for the year. I 
am expecting the State to lower 
the amount of money it sends to 
us. As soon as it does that official-
ly, we would have to decrease our 
budget forecasts. If that happens 
after we pass a budget with new 
community-focused investments, 
we can make collective decisions 
about which departments to trim 
or when to pull money out of 
reserves to cover the gaps.I am 
also not willing to precipitously 
lay off city workers in the middle 
of a pandemic when it can be 
avoided.”
 Bok added that one further 
factor complicated the picture 
when it came to calls to make 
police budget cuts. Any cuts made 
by the Council can by law be 
overridden by the Mayor in the 
interest of public safety. 
 “So without a structural 
change to the police contract, 
deeper cuts to that department 
are likely to be illusory,” she said. 

“If we make them in theory but 
not in practice, we will take them 
out of reserves, which will fur-
ther reduce funds for everything 
else we’re trying to pay for. That 
would be a false victory, which 
isn’t something I’d accept. For 
that reason, I laid out a plan for 
how I’m going to use the Ways & 
Means Committee to drive a real 
10 percent reduction in the police 
budget over the next year.”
 Bok said the real cost drivers 
of overtime and the police budget 
overall are locked up in the police 
contract, which is up for renego-
tiation this year. 
 “The bargaining has to hap-
pen between the (Mayor’s) Ad-
ministration and the unions, but 
the public policy conditions and 
expectations for what will be ac-
ceptable can be set by the Coun-
cil, which has to approve any 
final agreement,” said Bok. “We 
will hold a Ways & Means hear-
ing on that contract as a policy 
document in the coming weeks, 
and follow it up with further 
work to set those expectations.”
 She also expects the Council 
to hold a hearing on alternative 
visions for reallocating police 
funding, and another on how 
the Council can build more real 
participatory budgeting into its 
process. 
 “I heard from advocates a 
deep frustration with the limita-
tions on public testimony at the 
end of a hearing as a method for 
public engagement, and I’d like to 
assess what mechanisms would 
be more meaningful—even with-

in the limiting constraints of our 
current City Charter,” she said. 
“I know that some will disagree, 
and I look forward to talking 
further. As a new City Council-
or, I am deeply conscious of my 
obligation to weigh all aspects 
of hard decisions like this one 
about the budget, to use my best 
judgment, and then to give my 
constituents as thorough an ex-
planation as can.”
 In Mayor Walsh’s budget the 
reallocated Boston Police over-
time funds will fund the follow-
ing; 
• $3 million for the BPHC to 
begin implementing the eight 
strategies he outlined in his dec-
laration
• $1 million to support trauma 
teams and counseling services 
at the BPHC
• $2 million in new funding for 
community-based programs, 
such as violence intervention 
grants, youth programming, 
language and food access, Im-
migrant Advancement, the Age 
Strong Commission and the Hu-
man Rights Commission
• $2 million for additional public 
mental health services through a 
partnership between the Boston 
Police Department and Boston 
Medical Center Emergency Ser-
vices Program or BEST
• $2 million to support economic 
development initiatives to sup-
port minority and women owned 
businesses
• $2 million to provide addition-
al housing supports and youth 
homelessness programs. 
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Staff report

 The Massachusetts Regis-
try of Motors Vehicles (RMV) is 
announcing that in partnership 
with Boston Software Corpora-
tion, a new online service is now 
available which enables inde-
pendent insurance agents to re-
new and reinstate passenger and 
commercial vehicle registrations 
on behalf of their customers.  
This eliminates the need for eli-
gible vehicle owners and drivers 
to visit an RMV customer service 
center to renew or reinstate their 
registration.

 “The RMV is committed to 
working with partners like Bos-
ton Software to provide addition-
al flexible online options for our 
customers that allow them to 
skip the in-person trip to an RMV 
Service Center,” said Jamey 
Tesler, Registrar of the Massa-
chusetts RMV. “This is another 
great example of leveraging the 
RMV’s new technology system 
to help our customers, busi-
ness partners, and employees 
stay safer during the COVID-19 
pandemic and to also continue 
making our transactions simpler, 
less time-consuming, and more 
convenient.”

 Boston Software has been 
an RMV business partner for 
more than 20 years. The compa-
ny’s software platform, known 
as SinglePoint, is used by the 
majority of Massachusetts in-
surance agents and carriers, and 
is integrated with the RMV’s 
new ATLAS system to perform 
various functions including in-
quiries and preparing RMV pa-
perwork.  This latest functional 
update is especially important 
to ensuring ‘social-distancing’ 
during the COVID-19 pandemic 
within RMV Service Centers, by 
helping drivers get their vehicles 
properly registered without the 

need to physically visit the RMV 
in-person. The new online service 
is now available.
 Using the new feature in Sin-
glePoint, insurance agents can 
seamlessly access the RMV’s 
ATLAS system to confirm 
that the reinstatement or re-
newal transaction is eligible 
to be completed online, and at-
test that a vehicle is proper-
ly insured.  Owners or drivers 
will then get an email link in-
structing them to pay for the 
transaction and, when payment 
is provided, the registration will 
be reinstated or renewed imme-
diately.  This process works for 

registration renewals and rein-
statements that require proof of 
insurance.
 “Without this new AT-
LAS-SinglePoint service, driv-
ers must complete a Registration 
and Title Application, get their 
insurance agent to stamp it and 
verify insurance is in place, then 
mail it along with payment to the 
RMV.  The Registry then has to 
mail back the registration rein-
statement or renewal,” Charlie 
Walsh, one of the owners at Bos-
ton Software, points out.  “This 
new process is a huge conve-
nience and provides enhanced 
efficiency and accuracy.”

Mass. RMV announcing new online feature: Vehicles may be registered without a visit to the RMV
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 On June 26, the Baker-Poli-
to administration announced a 
$275 million economic recovery 
package to “generate economic 
growth amidst the COVID-19 
pandemic,” according to a release 
from the state. “The $275 million 
package, designed to promote eq-
uity across the Commonwealth, 
is an update to the Administra-
tion’s Act Enabling Partnerships 
for Growth, the economic devel-
opment legislation originally 
filed on March 4, 2020.”
 The updated package “rep-
resents a targeted package of 
investments across three core 
areas: housing, community de-
velopment, and business compet-
itiveness,” the release states.
 “By funding more affordable 
housing, implementing crit-
ical zoning reform, stabilizing 
neighborhoods, and supporting 
minority-owned businesses with 
record levels of funding, these 
proposed changes will bring crit-
ical relief and promote equity 
across Massachusetts amidst the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” Gov. Char-
lie Baker said in a statement. 
“We look forward to working with 
our partners in the Legislature 
to advance this legislation and 
give communities, especially 
those most in need, the tools 
and support they require to move 
forward.”
 An additional $15 million, for 
a total of $40 million, has been 
proposed to “invest in blighted 
and distressed homes” to make 
more affordable units available. 
 “Women, minority, veteran, 
and immigrant small business 
owners face disproportionate 
challenges to accessing capital 
to grow their enterprises,” the 
release states. “To allow the state 
to invest in more small busi-

nesses overall, especially those 
owned by underrepresented pop-
ulations, and to leverage greater 
federal and private investment 
dollars, the Administration is 
recommending increasing fund-
ing for Community Development 
Financial Institutions (CDFIs) 
by $25 million (for a total of 
$35 million), a record increase 
in this program. These grants 
to small business lenders allow 
CDFIs to serve entrepreneurs 
in underserved populations with 
financial services, technical as-
sistance, and credit building op-
portunities.” 
 Additionally, the Baker-Polito 
administration wants the Legis-
lature to increase funding five-
fold to $5 million from $1 million 
for grants supporting micro-busi-
nesses.
 “We have an opportunity with 
this five-year plan to focus even 
more of our housing, communi-
ty development, and business 
competitiveness efforts on equity 
and recovery as Massachusetts 
continues to weather the impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Secretary of Housing and Eco-
nomic Development Kennealy. 
“This legislation and our rec-
ommended updates tackle the 
housing crisis through targeted 
reforms and funding, and invests 
in the people and places who 
need support the most, and we 
look forward to getting this done.
 For more information about 
the relief package, visit mass.
gov.  

OTHER UPDATES
 Baker announced on June 30 
that he is making updates to the 
state’s travel guidance.
 “As we’ve all seen, several 
other states are seeing sharp 

increases in new cases and hos-
pitalizations which is a very real 
reminder to all of us about just 
how contagious this virus can 
be,” Governor Baker said at a 
press conference on Tuesday. “Ev-
erybody should continue to be 
diligent in their daily activities 
and if they travel, as we approach 
the Fourth of July weekend,” they 
should be especially careful.”
 Baker said that while Massa-
chusetts is reopening, he wants 
to “make sure” that out of state 
visitors are also being careful. 
He said that it’s likely that many 
people are planning to take small 
trips out of town this summer.
 “For lots of people, that prob-
ably means staying a little clos-
er to home, somewhere around 
New England or the Northeast,” 
he said, and “due to low infec-
tion rates across the northeast 
region,” the administration is 
changing travel guidance.
 Baker announced that effec-
tive July 1, all travelers into 
Massachusetts are urged to 
self-quarantine for 14 days un-
less they’re coming from Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, Vermont, 
New Hampshire, Maine, New 
York, and New Jersey. “Work-
ers designated by the federal 
government as essential critical 
infrastructure workers” are still 
exempt from the self-quarantine 
for “work purposes,” Baker said. 
 “These surrounding states, 
like Massachusetts, are seeing 
a significant decline in cases 
and new hospitalizations,” Bak-
er said. Travelers from all oth-
er states are still instructed to 
self-quarantine for 14 days. Any-
one who exhibits symptoms of 
COVID-19 from any state should 
not travel to Massachusetts, he 
added. 

 “We believe this change re-
flects the facts on the ground and 
is consistent with the Common-
wealth’s approach to COVID-19 
standards generally,” Baker said. 
“It’s our hope that many folks 
will still be able to visit their 
favorite places in our great state, 
and we’ve proven that with some 
changes, a lot of patience, and 
hard work, we can reopen and 
continue to fight COVID.”
 On July 1, Baker also talked 
about an initiative in partner-
ship with the MBTA, City of 
Boston,  the Y, and the Greater 
Boston Food Bank to “ensure that 
Boston’s most vulnerable resi-
dents have access to food.” 
 The MBTA’s The RIDE ser-

vice has been down during the 
pandemic, but drivers have been 
using the vehicles to deliver 
thousands of meals and grocer-
ies to those in need. The YMCA 
of Greater Boston is the “staging 
location for these vehicles to be 
loaded up with food deliveries,” 
Baker said.
 “The initiative underscores 
the importance of collaboration 
between community organiza-
tions, municipalities, and the 
Commonwealth to help many of 
our most vulnerable residents 
during these unprecedented 
times,” Baker said. 
 For more information and 
updates from the Baker-Polito 
administration, visit mass.gov. 
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Jamaica Hill Realty
726 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain - 617~524~0130

Jamaica Plain’s Independent Realtor

 Always giving back to our community
 through our Good Deeds Program.

SALES • RENTALS • 1st TIME BUYER 
SEMINARS  • CONDO CONVERSIONS

A portion of all of our listing proceeds goes to charity.

www.jamaicahillrealty.com

Honest Advice . Genuine People

State announces COVID-19 economic relief package to generate economic growth

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured

Î Business Bulletin Board Î
PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

Plumbing, heating & gas work
No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

Advertise Your Business Here!
For More Information
Call: 617-524-2626

or email: ads@JamaicaPlainGazette.com

DuDley exterminating Co.
Bed Bugs, Roaches, Rats, Ants, Fleas, Mice, Ticks, 
Termites, Wildlife
John T. Bowen • Est. 1939
MA. License 20754/Insured • Locally Owned
www.dudleyexterminating.com

EXTERMINATING

617-799-4601

John’s Electrical Contracting
Complete Electrical Service

Residential & Commercial
Fully Licensed & Insured

617-477-3712 • 617-438-1892 (cell)

ELECTRICIAN

617-364-2200
www.mcmahonplumbing.com

PLUMBING AND HEATING/GAS

Drain Cleaning Specialists

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

 
HANDYMAN

 
     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Small moving jobs available. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

For More Information Call: 
617-524-7662

or email: 
ads@JamaicaPlainGazette.com

THERAPY GROUP
Boston social therapy Group

Evelyn Dougherty, LICSW

617-983-8800 • www.bostonstg.com
Jamaica Plain, MA  02130

 Experience the power of group!
Short-term Individual and Couples Therapy 
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Mission Hill’s Wentworth Insti-
tute of Technology. 
 This Drive-in Movie Series 
will include double-feature 
showings on select Wednesday 
nights in July, as well as a spe-
cial matinee viewing with the 
Age Strong Commission. This 
series is free, family-friendly, and 
open to residents of Boston. All 
event attendees must pre-reg-
ister by car through an RSVP 
on Eventbrite which can be ac-
cessed through boston.gov/drive-
in-movies. 
“We are proud to offer free, fami-
ly-friendly entertainment for the 
people of Boston through the 

July Drive-in Movie Series,” said 
Mayor Walsh. “We are thankful 
for the Highland Street Founda-
tion’s support to make this hap-
pen, and to the Boston Conven-
tion and Exhibition Center and 
Wentworth Institute of Technol-
ogy for hosting. Our hope is that 
these movie nights can provide 
a safe, fun summer respite for 
Boston residents of all ages.” 
Typically, the Highland Street 
Foundation sponsors scores of 
in-person events throughout the 
summer all across Greater Bos-
ton. This summer, they moved 
their event into the car.
“Highland Street Foundation is 
pleased to partner with the City 
of Boston to provide the com-
munity with an opportunity to 

enjoy a relaxing, safe evening 
with loved ones,” said Executive 
Director Blake Jordan. 

The City will be using an LED 
screen that is visible from afar 
during the day and at night for 
viewing pleasure.
For additional information about 

the drive-in movie series and 
our COVID-19 safety guidelines 
please visit boston.gov/drive-in-
movies.
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 Gazette Pet of the Week
                by Sarah Carroll

(617) 522-5055   www.mspca.org

For more information about 
‘keets’ and or other animals 
in need of adoption, please 

contact:

“Gazette Pet of the Week” is a biweekly 
submission sponsored by Sarah Carroll, 
Sales Associate of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
1375 Beacon St., Brookline, MA 02446  • 617-731-2447

‘NIPSEY’
Nipsey is a friendly, active young guy looking for a home! At 
just over a year, he still has a lot of energy and would benefit 
from a larger home with lots of space to run around. You 
know that cat that loves to sprint down the hallway? That’s 
Nipsey! My last human companion thought he would benefit 
from outdoor time, so if you are interested in learning how 

to walk a cat on a harness (who 
isn’t?) he’d love to learn! Nipsey 
does have a heart murmur, and 
staff would love to talk to you 
more about what that means. 
Give staff a call at the number 
below to learn more about him!

Email adoption@mspca.com 
for more information on Nipsey 
today!

1524 Tremont St.
(across from Mission Church)

Try our soups and sandwiches along 
with the best coffee and donuts in town!

• Homemade soup
• salad • Sandwich

$575

CHOOSE ANY TWO

FREE Honey Dip Donut 
with $4.00 purchase

Now serving 
gourmet 

dark roast 
coffee

MISSION HILL/FENWAY
NEIGHBORHOOD TRUST

The Mission Hill/Fenway 
Neighborhood Trust 

administers and operates 
a fund that gives grants to 
Mission Hill and Fenway 

nonprofits, community 
development corporations, 

and other civic groups 
to promote and enhance 

quality of life. The grants 
support specific projects 

related to arts and 
education, youth sports and 

recreation, and any other 
categories the board of the 

Trust deems appropriate. 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions 
on large indoor meetings, 

the Trust cancelled this 
year’s awards ceremony and 

mailed grants directly to 
the 16 recipients. The board 

of Trust congratulates the 
applicants and thanks 

them for taking the time 
to do this work for their 
organizations and their 

communities.

MISSION HILL
> Sociedad Latina: $2,750 for 

Latino Heritage Month celebration 
> Huntington Avenue YMCA: 

$4,500 for emergency food 
distribution to address food 
insecurity in Mission Hill and the 
Fenway 

> Mission Hill Women’s Writing 
Group: $3,670 for a Women’s 
Writing Workshop in spring 2021

> Mission Hill Health Movement: 
$5,150 for initiatives to 
commemorate 50th anniversary

> Mission Hill Artists Collective: 
$2,500 for website redesign and 
video instruction workshops

> Boston Building Resources: for 
a $10,000 rack and display system 
for the Reuse Center in Mission 
Hill 

> MissionSAFE: $12,600 for 
internships for 15 youth in 
Mission Hill 

> Mission Main Tenant Task Force 
$6,950 for four annual community 
events for residents

THE FENWAY 
> Fenway Community 

Development Corporation: 
$9,000 for Social Capital Inc. (SCI) 
AmeriCorps fellow for workforce 
development programs 

> Fenway Civic Association: $800 
for musician fees for community 
events in June and December 

> Friends of Ramler Park: $1,252 
for replacement/addition of plants 
and shrubs in Ramler Park 

> Fenway Community Center: 
$10,000 for establishing the 
Boston Chapter of Navigators USA 
at FCC 

> Fenway Cares: $20,000 for 
distribution of produce boxes 
and COVID-19 safety materials to 
residents in need in the Fenway 
and Mission Hill 

> Operation P.E.A.C.E. Northeast: 
$7,660 for a summer and 
afterschool staff person and 
resource toolkits 

> Peterborough Senior Center: 
$7,353 for healthy food and 
cultural trips for seniors

> Kaji Aso Studio: $3,500 for 
general operating support to match 
funds from Boston Cultural Council

2020 AWARDS

      Date Time Movie Location
Wednesday, 7/8 6:00 p.m. Moana BCEC (Rear Parking Lot)
  8:30 p.m Yesterday ** Enter via Cypher Street**
Wednesday, 7/15 10:00 a.m  TBD BCEC (Rear Parking Lot)

   RSVP with the Age Strong Commission at 617-635-3959 ** Enter via Cypher Street**
  6:00 p.m. Frozen II 
  8:30 p.m Jurassic Park 
Wednesday, 7/22 6:00 p.m. Coco 121 Halleck St. (Parker St. Parking Lot)
    ** Enter via Halleck Street**
  8:30 p.m TBD 
Wednesday, July 29th 6:00 p.m. Trolls 121 Halleck St. (Parker St. Parking Lot)
  8:30 p.m Harriet ** Enter via Halleck Street**

(*Age Strong Matinee)

Drive In
Continued from page 1
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Staff report

 The Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston (MFA), announced late 
last month the launch of a multi-
part community mural project co-
led by artists-in-residence Rob 
“Problak” Gibbs and Rob Stull—a 
key initiative of the MFA’s 150th 
anniversary that draws inspira-
tion from Writing the Future: 
Basquiat and the Hip-Hop Gen-
eration. 
 Gibbs has been instrumen-
tal in several murals across the 
South End, and is also a leader 
in Artists for Humanity.
 In collaboration with the 
City of Boston, Gibbs has be-
gun painting a new outdoor 
mural—the next production in 
his Breathe Life series—on the 
exterior of Madison Park Techni-
cal Vocational High School, after 
engaging teen collaborators in 
the work’s conception and art 
direction. Stull has served as 
creative director and illustrator 
for a comic book-style brochure 
that chronicles the project and 
maps out other murals within 
walking distance of the MFA—
offering readers a path to rich 
artistic encounters in the Muse-
um’s surrounding neighborhoods. 
The publication, available for 
free on mfa.org, is accompanied 
by Co-Sign, a documentary video 
created by Beyond MEASURE 
Productions that explores Gibbs’ 
and Stull’s influences and consid-
ers the core mission of graffiti art 
and its essential relationship to 
hip-hop culture.
 “We’re honored to welcome 
Rob and Rob as artists-in-res-
idence and to have them lead 
the way on a cornerstone project 
of the MFA’s 150th anniversary, 
one that is truly of and for Bos-
ton. They continue the legacy of 
Jean-Michel Basquiat and his 

fellow revolutionary artists fea-
tured in Writing the Future, and 
join us in celebrating hip-hop 
culture in all its forms,” said 
Matthew Teitelbaum, Ann and 
Graham Gund Director.
 Located a mile from the MFA 
on the side of Gibbs’ alma ma-
ter Madison Park High School, 
the new mural is expected to be 
completed over the next month, 
weather dependent. Gibbs has 
been a fixture of Boston’s street 
art scene for more than 20 years, 
and this new work joins two ear-
lier Breathe Life murals located 
in Roxbury, the South End and 
Dorchester. 
 “Growing up during the gold-
en age of hip-hop, I spent a lot 
of time venturing between the 
Lenox Street apartments and 
the Orchard Park projects of Rox-
bury. I came across graffiti, which 
was often labeled as ‘vandalism.’ 
To me, it was clear that graffiti 
was an art form, one that had the 
power to convey culture, history 
and knowledge,” said Gibbs. “It 
became my mission to transform 
the streets of Boston with graffiti 
art—an art form that is frequent-
ly criminalized, undervalued and 

maligned in mainstream culture. 
I hope to continue to find new 
ways to innovate my craft and 
to mentor others in the art form 
that changed my life.”
Stull, a comic book and graph-
ic design professional who has 
worked for Marvel and DC Com-
ics, has created a new series of 
black-and-white drawings as his 
own visual response to Writing 
the Future. Honoring four of the 
featured artists—Jean-Michel 
Basquiat, Futura, Lady Pink and 
Rammellzee—as well as Gibbs, 
his fellow “Boston writer,” Stull’s 
original works will go on view 
alongside the exhibition when it 
opens at the MFA in fall 2020, at 
a to-be-announced date following 
the Museum’s ongoing temporary 
closure.
“Basquiat, Futura, Rammell-
zee, Lady Pink and others of 
their era are the catalysts. We 
recognize them as architects 
and pioneers of a movement,” 
said Stull. “As a graduate of the 
School of the Museum of Fine 
Arts at Tufts, I’m honored to be 
an artist-in-residence at the MFA 
and to participate in the Writing 
the Future exhibition.”
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Recycled newspapers  can be made into 
cereal boxes, egg cartons, pencil barrels, 

grocery bags, tissue paper and many other 
products,including new newspapers!

OR RECYCLE THEM YOURSELF!
Use them to clean glass! Save your counter from crafts! 

In Place of Packing Peanuts, and much more!

w
angell.org
Angell Animal Medical Center | 350 S. Huntington Ave, Boston | 617-522-7282
MSPCA-Angell West | 293 Second Ave, Waltham | 781-902-8400

REFERRAL SERVICES We are now welcoming a 
limited number of referral cases in Boston & Waltham. 

ON-SITE SPECIALTY CONSULTS & TELEMEDICINE Most of
Angell’s specialists are available to consult on your pet’s case
while your pet is at Angell or to facilitate phone or video
appointments. Visit angell.org.

EMERGENCY SERVICES & URGENT CARE Boston & Waltham 
are open 24/7. Our primary care & specialty services are 
available for patients with non-life threatening but urgent 
issues. 617-522-7282

PHARMACY Prescriptions for Angell patients are
available by curbside pick-up or mail (shipping fees apply).
Submit prescription requests at angell.org/pharmacy or
call 617-524-5700.

For more information, please visit angell.org/COVID
or call 617-522-7282.

Angell is Open!
Providing Essential
Veterinary Services

1605 Tremont St. 
Boston, MA 02120

 617-232-2705
www.lizshaircare.com 

WE ARE SO LOOKING FORWARD 
TO SEEING YOU!

We can`t wait to see those smiling eyes 
above the mask !

1528 Tremont St. MH • 617.427.8080 • www.lillysgourmetpasta.com

FREE Delivery to 
Mission Hill, 

LMA, & 
Surrounding 

Major Universities

Robert ‘Problak’ Gibbs and MFA 
partner on mural at Madison Park

A new mural in the ‘Breathe Life’ series will be painted on 
Madison Park High School via a new collaboration between 
the MFA and Rob ‘Problak’ Gibbs and Rob Stull – who are now 
MFA artists-in-residence.

DID YOU KNOW?
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By Lauren Bennett

 Mayor Martin Walsh held 
a press conference on Monday, 
where he discussed COVID-19 
safety for the Fourth of July, 
as well as announced Karilyn 
Crockett as the City’s first-ever 
Chief of Equity. 
 “Normally heading into the 
fourth of July weekend, I’d be 
talking about grill safety and 
violence prevention, and those 
are certainly important issues, 
but I’m sharing those messages 
again this week and we’re going 
to have a more deeper conversa-
tion in a couple of days,” Walsh 
said. 
 “But this year, the safety issue 
is COVID-19. This is tradition-
ally a weekend for gathering in 
large groups, fir historic cere-
monies and social events. This 
is not something we can do this 
year here in Boston or in Massa-
chusetts. Our City of Boston In-
dependence Day celebrations are 
going to be completely online.”
 Walsh said that this year, 
gatherings should be kept “small” 
and recommended that face cov-
erings be worn, and to continue 
staying six feet apart from others 
as well as continuing to wash 

hands or use hand sanitizer.
 He said that if a crowd is 
“larger than expected” to leave 
and go somewhere else, and as a 
reason for leaving, he suggested 
saying that concern for elderly 
or high risk family members or 
neighbors is of utmost impor-
tance. 
 He talked about the spiking 
number of cases and surges in 
hospital capacity in some states 
across the country, and stressed 
the importance of continuing to 
be “diligent” so that doesn’t hap-
pen in Boston. 
 “We continue to see a solid 14 
day decrease in case numbers,” 
said Chief of Health and Human 
Services Marty Martinez. “In the 
last 18 days, we’ve only had one 
day where we’ve had over 30 
cases.” 
 Last week, the positive test 
rate was 1.9 percent for the whole 
week, and the City continues to 
see a general cumulative rate of 
17 percent, he said. Even with 
increases in testing capacity, the 
positive test rate continues to 
decline. 
 Martinez said that the City 
“must not lose focus on the in-
equalities that exist,” and said 
that things like increased testing 

in “key zip codes” is a step in the 
right direction.
 EQUITY WORK
 Walsh also talked about the 
City’s work on equity as it relates 
to COVID-19. 
 Walsh said that the budget 
approved last week expands the 
work of the Office of Housing 
Stability and investments made 
in affordable housing by adding 
$16 million in new investment.
 “We are facing profound eco-
nomic uncertainty right now,” 
Walsh said. “We need to support 
our residents through this crisis 
and beyond.”
 There is $8 million in rental 
relief available for those who are 
not able to get other funding. 
Walsh also said he is asking the 
state to extend the moratori-
um on eviction “for as long as it 
takes” to protect housing security 
in Boston and throughout the 
Commonwealth.  
 “Housing insecurity is clearly 
an issue of racial equality as well 
as general economic disruption,” 
Walsh said. “We have to take a 
deeper look inside our system” 
and “create equitable opportuni-
ties as we move forward here.”
 He said that the FY2021 
budget also makes “record in-

vestments in closing opportunity 
gaps in Boston Public Schools 
and affordable housing for low 
income families.”
 
Walsh then announced the new 
position of Chief of Equity, calling 
it “an extremely important ap-
pointment; an important moment 
right now for the City of Boston.  
We need somebody who can hit 
the ground running, someone 
who understands, not just knows 
the community, but understands 
the community, someone who un-
derstands City government and 
how City Hall works.” 
 Walsh said that he believes 
that those qualities are found in 
Dr. Karilyn Crockett, a lecturer 
of Public Policy and Urban Plan-
ning at MIT who has also worked 
in the City of Boston’s Office of 
Economic Development where 
she created “policy framework 
for guiding job creation, small 
business development, neighbor-
hood revitalization, and public 
procurement strategies” rooted 
in equity. 
 “As my home town and the 
entire nation struggle to fight 
the twin crises of the corona-
virus pandemic and America’s 
unfinished racial reconciliation, 
I am humbled and honored to 
join Mayor Walsh to imagine new 
possibilities for healing, recovery, 
justice and wealth-building for 
powerful communities who’ve 
been denied far too much for 
far too long,” Crockett said in a 
recent release from the City.
The position is a “Cabinet-level 
position the Mayor established 
last week to embed equity and ra-
cial justice into all City planning, 
operations and work moving for-
ward,” according to the release.
 “Under Dr. Crockett’s lead-
ership, the Office of Equity will 
be charged with leading the Ad-
ministration’s efforts across de-
partments to embed equity into 
all city work, and actively work 
to dismantle racism by putting 
an intentional focus on support-
ing communities of color and 
marginalized groups across all 
departments, and building equi-
table governmental structures 
to sustain this work. The Office 

will support cross- department 
collaborative functions that ad-
vance innovative equity and op-
portunity policies and practices, 
including the strategies outlined 
in Imagine Boston 2030,” the 
release states. “To do this work, 
the office will utilize and leverage 
the City’s partnership and col-
laboration with community res-
idents, nonprofit organizations 
and business leaders to promote 
equitable government policies 
and outcomes.” 
 FIREWORKS TASK FORCE
 Mayor Walsh also announced 
last Friday the creation of a Task 
Force to “address the increase 
of illegal fireworks in neighbor-
hoods across Boston ahead of the 
Fourth of July holiday,” a release 
states. The Task Force will have 
members from the Mayor’s Chief 
of Civic Engagement, the four 
At-Large City Councilors, the 
Boston Arson Squad, the Boston 
Police Department’s Bureau of 
Community Engagement, and 
leaders from the community. 
 Reports of fireworks this year 
have increased across the City, 
and the City reported there were 
7,844 calls to the Boston Police 
Department reporting fireworks 
in June 2020, compared with 139 
in June 2019.      
 “Illegal fireworks pose sig-
nificant dangers to the safety of 
our residents and their property, 
and do not belong in our com-
munities. Massachusetts Gen-
eral Law (Chapter 148, Section 
39) states that it is illegal for 
residents to use, possess or sell 
fireworks in Massachusetts,” the 
release states.“It is also illegal to 
purchase them legally elsewhere 
and then transport them into the 
state.”
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Walsh names Crockett new Chief of Equity; gives 
update on COVID-19 safety and equity work

New Chief of Equity, Karilyn 
Crockett.

Staff report

 Mayor Martin J. Walsh an-
nounced a new Task Force to ad-
dress the increase of illegal fire-
works in neighborhoods across 
Boston ahead of the Fourth of 
July holiday. The Task Force 
will be made up of the Mayor’s 
Chief of Civic Engagement, the 
four At-Large City Councilors, 
the Boston Arson Squad (Fire 
Investigation Unit), the Boston 
Police Department’s Bureau of 
Community Engagement, and 
community leaders.
 “Fireworks are a serious issue 
not only in the City of Boston, but 
all across the country. People lose 
sleep, babies get woken up, some 
people with PTSD experience 
real harms, pets are terrified and 
they’re fire hazards,” said Mayor 
Walsh. “Working together with 
our partners in public safety, the 

City Council and the community 
as a Task Force is an important 
way to address this issue and 
work to take fireworks off the 
streets.”
 The At-Large City Council-
ors joining the Task Force in-
clude Councilors Annissa Es-
saibi-George, Michael Flaherty, 
Julia Mejia and Michelle Wu. The 
other Task Force members will be 
announced next week.
 While there have always been 
some illegal fireworks leading 
up to the Fourth of July, this 
year has been worse than usual. 
Fireworks calls to the Boston 
Police Department were up by a 
factor of 5,543 percent in June 
2020, compared to June 2019. 
There were 139 calls last June 
and 7,844 this June, to date. Fire-
works calls to service for the year 
were up by a factor of 4,145% 
since January, compared to last 

year. There were 201 calls from 
January to June in 2019 and a 
total of 8,533 calls in 2020. 
 Illegal fireworks pose signifi-
cant dangers to the safety of our 
residents and their property, and 
do not belong in our communi-
ties. Massachusetts General Law 
(Chapter 148, Section 39) states 
that it is illegal for residents to 
use, possess or sell fireworks in 
Massachusetts. It is also illegal 
to purchase them legally else-
where and then transport them 
into the state.
 If residents hear or see fire-
works being displayed in their 
neighborhood, please call 911 
immediately for a police re-
sponse. If residents wish to re-
port the illegal purchasing or 
selling of fireworks, they can do 
so anonymously by contacting 
the CrimeStoppers Tip Line at 1 
(800) 494-TIPS or by texting the 
word ‘TIP’ to CRIME (27463). 

Walsh announces new task force to address illegal fireworks
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At home or in your neighborhood— 

easy, low-cost ideas for safe, healthy family fun.

@kohlshealthyfamilyfun

kohlshealthyfamilyfun.org

Have fun. Get moving.

Be active together! 
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By Seth Daniel

 Travelling this summer will 
be awkward at best, but a breath 
of fresh air on a much-needed 
getaway for residents who have 
been under long quarantines will 
also be necessary – awkward or 
not.
 But it won’t come without 
proof of a negative COVID-19 
test in many locations.
 As people begin to travel re-
gionally – mostly in cars or trains 
due to the continued risk of air 
travel – many states are requir-
ing that Massachusetts residents 
either quarantine at their desti-
nation for 14 days (which likely 
isn’t happening on a vacation 
from quarantine), or bring proof 
they have received a negative 
COVID-19 test result within 72 
hours of arriving. That is ex-
actly the case for Maine, which 
released its new travel guidance 
on June 26 – opening up with 
some restrictions the vacation 

playground once again to those 
from Boston.
 For Maine officials, the guid-
ance about testing is about pro-
tecting the residents there as 
much as it is about protecting 
those who are coming up to va-
cation – and being tested before 
arriving is something tourism 
officials there are giving a big 
thumbs up to.
 “We feel really strongly about 
it and feel it’s a great solution,” 
said Heather Johnson, commis-
sioner of the Maine Dept. of Eco-
nomic and Community Develop-
ment. “When you think about 
tourism in Maine, you grow from 
1.3 million people to 22 million 
in the summer months. That’s 
a very large swing in popula-
tion. This is one of the options to 
keep residents and tourists safe. 
We feel strongly about keeping 
residents and people coming to 
Maine safe.”
 In Maine, the choices are to 
quarantine or to test, and it’s 
about protecting the work that 

has been done on COVID-19, 
while still being able to enjoy a 
getaway.
 “States where numbers are 
under control need to protect 
that,” Johnson said. “The best 
available options to do that are to 
quarantine or to test. We decided 
to let visitors make that deci-
sion…For the people who want 
to go downtown or enjoy areas 
that are populated, they can go 
get the test and be confident they 
are safe and healthy.”
 That is exactly what David 
Belton, the outgoing CEO of the 
nearby South End Community 
Health Center, plans to do with 
his family before they travel to 
Maine later this month.
 Having already had to cancel 
trips to Italy, Slovenia and Los 
Angeles in the last three months, 
he said he’s vacation-deprived, 
and looks forward to some respite 
in Maine. However, he also wants 
to follow their rules and have 
confidence that he isn’t bringing 
COVID-19 north.

 “We’re planning to go to Maine 
on July 11 and rent a house there 
for two weeks,” he said. “My plan 
is for us to be tested at the South 
End Community Health Center 
site in advance and then head 
up that way. We’ll get the test on 
Wednesday, and then leave on 
Saturday. I’ll have my letter or 
certificate with my result from 
the health center. I’ll carry it 
with me so they know I’m safe 
and so I can present it if I get 
stopped or questioned with my 
Massachusetts license plates.”
 He said if that’s what has to 
be done, he can understand the 
logic.
 “Our plan is for everyone go-
ing to be tested,” he said. “I want 
to be active and out up there. I 
don’t want to self-quarantine for 
two weeks up there. We’ve all had 
enough of that.”
 Belton said it’s probably a 
response from Maine to help the 
vacation destination industry – 
which is really hurting – and to 
also reassure Maine residents 
that outsiders aren’t bringing in 
the virus.
 In Mission Hill, testing sites 
are available at Brigham & 
Women’s Hospital Main Campus 
(75 Francis St.), and at Whitti-
er Street Health Center (1290 
Tremont St.). A short drive away 
testing is available at the South 
End Community Health Center 
(drive up by the Blackstone Ele-
mentary School)
 At the Bayside Inn Bed & 
Breakfast in Booth Bay Harbor, 
former Boston residents and Inn 
proprietors Peter and Kathryn 
Sullivan said the lodging indus-
try was down 80 percent in April 
and likely just as much in May. 
They were only allowed to wel-
come guests from Massachusetts 
as of June 26.

 Right now, in such uncertain 
times, they are trying to adjust 
to COVID-19 restrictions, new 
sanitary procedures and other 
ways of doing business. Maine 
issued its executive order last 
week allowing Massachusetts 
residents to come up and visit. 
With proof of a negative result, 
visitors can move about freely 
without any worry – especially 
since the Booth Bay area only 
had 23 cases during the entire 
COVID-19 outbreak, so it’s rela-
tively free of the virus. With the 
certificate, Sullivan said visitors 
can take boat tours, hit the hik-
ing trails and get tickets to the 
world-famous Booth Bay Botan-
ical Gardens. The hope is that 
Boston residents will take the 
chance to come up north – even 
as many have said they will defer 
summer vacations this year.
 “Up until last Friday, we were 
only allowed to have Maine, New 
Hampshire and Vermont resi-
dents without certification of 
being virus free,” she said. “As of 
June 26, anyone who travels here 
has to sign a certificate of com-
pliance…We’d love to have more 
Boston people come up. It’s much 
quicker to get here than to the 
Cape now, I believe…There are 
some great opportunities here to 
get outside and enjoy nature.”
 Johnson said the state of 
Maine also is encouraging Mas-
sachusetts residents to come up 
north this summer, but they do 
want to make sure everyone is 
safe in doing so.
 “We just don’t want the back 
and forth of opening up and clos-
ing down,” she said. “We’re look-
ing forward to serving them. We 
are anxious to see them and hope 
they come and hope they feel safe 
here. We will do everything we 
can to protect them.”

Over time, plaster walls and ceilings can sag and crack. 
There is now a way to repair the damage: Big Wally’s 
Plaster Magic, available at Boston Building Resources.

Why repair rather than replace?

> Less expensive 
> A homeowner can do it 
> No major disruption 
> Reduce or eliminate waste 
> Plaster will outlast wallboard

Visit us in person or online to find out more about Big 
Wally’s Plaster Magic. It’s everything it’s cracked up to be.

Plaster all 
cracked up?

100 Terrace Street, Boston, 02120  
(near Roxbury Community College)
Monday–Friday 8:30–4:30 n Saturday 9:30–3:00 
617-442-2262

bostonbuildingresources.com
a member-owned co-op
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Going on a vacation? 
Pack your bags, set the GPS…and get a COVID test

Mission Hill 
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By Seth Daniel

 Calling it a great merger of 
two historic and value-aligned 
organizations, Manny Lopes, 
president of the East Boston 
Neighborhood Health Center 
(EBNHC), announced the official 
merger of his organization with 
the nearby South End Commu-
nity Health Center (SECHC) on 
July 1.
 SECHC sites will operate as 
locations of EBNHC and staff 
will become EBNHC employees, 
thus unifying the two health 
centers in providing comprehen-
sive healthcare services to di-
verse Boston-area communities.  
SECHC patients will continue 
to see the same, nationally rec-
ognized team of providers and 
the name of the SECHC will not 
change.
 “The SECHC has such aa 
great history and has done such 
great work in the community,” 
said Lopes. “It’s an amazing 
opportunity to be able to bring 
these two organizations togeth-
er. We’ve been doing great work 
in East Boston and serving the 
community in East Boston, and 
we’re excited to bring the two 
together to continue this work. 
It’s a chance to merge both of our 
great histories together.”
 The health centers have sim-
ilar roots, both founded during 
the Civil Rights Movement, and 
share a common mission of pro-
viding high-quality care to all 
without regard to age, race/eth-
nicity, insurance status, or ability 
to pay. The move by EBNHC to 
merge SECHC into its organiza-
tion goes back to 2017, and had 
previously been announced in 
2018 as the SECHC faced major 
financial difficulties. The details 
of the merger were being worked 
out all last year, and with the 

new fiscal year on July 1, it was 
the time to make it official. 
 Lopes said it is a great oppor-
tunity for scaling up SECHC and 
for strategic growth in EBNHC 
too.
 “When South End approached 
us, they were looking for a part-
ner that had the ability to scale 
and who had experience serving 
a similar population and who 
had shared values,” said Lopes. 
“I’m happy they selected us. For 
us, it fits into our strategic plan-
ning purposes…This fits nicely 
into our plans for growth. We’re 
excited about that.”
 He reiterated there would be 
no change in the name, and there 
would be no staff reductions.
 “That’s very important,” he 
said. “Having no staff reductions 
was our commitment we made. 
That’s huge. I think the staff will 
agree coming into our organiza-
tion. This is the scalability. There 
is more opportunity for mobility 
and growth with us. The quality 
of care will not change either. We 
have no plans to change any of 
that. We only hope to enhance it.”
 The Board members of the 
SECHC said they are excited 
about the merger, and have spo-
ken highly of the plan over the 
last year as well.
 “EBNHC has shown time and 
again that they can thrive in 
today’s challenging health care 
environment.  In 2017, our Board 
foresaw a looming financial cliff 
and, in 2018, approved EBN-
HC’s visionary proposal to merge. 
Since then, their leadership team 
and Board have been exemplary 
collaborators,” said David Glea-
son, SECHC Board Chair.  “We 
are delighted to join together as 
one company in service to our 
patients.”
 EBNHC Board Chair Rita 
Sorrento said, “It is a privilege 

to welcome SECHC’s staff and 
patients, as well as members of 
the South End community, into 
the EBNHC family.”
 Some of the only differenc-
es will be on the patient elec-
tronic record system, which will 
switched over to the EBNHC 
system, though that will only be 
administrative.
 Lopes said there will be fur-
ther discussions about adding 
a shuttle service to the SECHC 
that would connect the other 
sites in East Boston and beyond 
– giving patients and employees 
better access to the new network 
of providers and opportunities. 
 Beyond that, EBNHC is very 
involved in their communities 
and pride themselves on being an 
award-winning workplace, Lopes 
said.
 “I’m very excited to get out 
into the community and to begin 
learning about the South End,” 
said Lopes, who is also chair 
of the Boston Board of Health. 
“We’re looking forward to sharing 
what we know, learning from 
them and learning from the com-
munity…We want to be a great 
place to work for the staff. We’ve 
been recognized for that. We do 
that because the staff is big part 
of what we do…We want people 
to feel great about where they 
work.”
 EBNHC provides compre-
hensive medical and behavioral 
health services, along with sup-
port services to address non-med-
ical needs and promote healthy 
living. SECHC operations will 
continue without change in hours 
of operation or provider options. 
Additionally, SECHC patients 
will gain access to unique EB-
NHC services such as Neigh-
borhood PACE, which serves 
older adults, and CATCH, which 
provides coordinated care for 

children with complex medical 
needs. EBNHC and SECHC will 
continue to coordinate COVID-19 
response activities, including 
testing and tracing initiatives. 
With an operating budget of ap-
proximately $180 million, EBN-
HC will remain one of the larg-

est health centers in the nation, 
now serving more than 110,000 
patients and employing nearly 
1,300 staff members. Lopes, Pres-
ident and CEO of EBNHC, will 
continue to oversee all EBNHC 
locations and services across the 
Greater Boston Area. 

By John Lynds

Boston has a Community 
Noise Lab.

Noise in the City’s Community 
Noise Lab was developed by 
researcher Erica Walker to take 
a more creative look into the 
relationship between community 
sound and noise issues and 
corresponding health impacts—
both physical and mental.

Walker, who earned a ScD 
(Doctor of Science) degree from 
Harvard, has been interested 
for several years on how noise 
impacts health. Walker said she 
wants to bring her Community 
Noise Lab to Mission Hill and 
begin engaging the community 

on how noise impacts their daily 
lives. 

“When I first started out I 
sort of assumed what the noise 
issue (in the city) was and what 
the impacts were, but I quickly 
realized this is going to take a 
community effort,” said Walker. 
“So I’ve been grappling with what 
I want this Community Noise Lab 
to be. Typically in academia we do 
a top down approach to studying 
these issues but I wanted to try 
something different and try a 
bottom up approach.”

The bottom up approach, 
explained Walker, will start 
with no assumptions on how 
noise impacts residents living 

By Laura PLummer

The Community Alliance of 
Mission Hill (CAMH) met on 
Wednesday, April 24, at the Chan 
School of Public Health to hold 
elections for its president and 
board members.

Previously, board members 
included President Chad Rosner, 
Jim Burke, Mike Holley, Richard 
Johnson, Ellen Moore, Cindy 
Walling and Gary Walling.

The following members were 
up for re-election: Jim Burke, 
Richard Johnson, Mike Holley 
and Chad Rosner. In addition, 
Maggie Cohen asked to join the 
board. According to the bylaws of 
CAMH, members are elected by a 
simple majority of those present 
at the meeting who are active 
in the alliance. The Gazette was 
not able to confirm the results 

of this vote prior to the deadline 
for this article. Given that no one 
challenged the sitting President, 
the new board will convene to 
discuss the future of the position, 
currently held by Chad Rosner. 

Originally on the agenda 
for this meeting was another 
presentation by architect Peter 
Vanko, who is proposing a multi-
family home project at 42 Wait 
Street. Vanko’s presentation has 
been moved to the next CAMH 
monthly meeting on Wednesday, 
May 15. However, Vanko did 
have the chance to present his 
proposal on Thursday, April 26, 
at a meeting of Mission Hill 
Neighborhood Housing Services, a 
nonprofit organization overseeing 
development in Mission Hill.

Community Alliance of 

By Laura PLummer
 
La Alianza Comunitaria de 

Mission Hill (CAMH) se reunió 
el miércoles 24 de abril en 
Chan School of Public Health 
para votar en su presidente y 
miembros de la junta directiva.

Anteriormente, los miembros 
de la junta incluían al presidente 
Chad Rosner, Jim Burke, Mike 
Holley, Richard Johnson, Ellen 

Moore, Cindy Walling y Gary 
Walling.

Los siguientes miembros se 
presentaron a la reelección: Jim 
Burke, Richard Johnson, Mike 
Holley, Chad Rosner. Además, 
Maggie Cohen añadió su nombre. 
Según las normas de CAMH, los 
miembros son elegidos por una 
mayoría simple de los miembros 
activos presentes. Gazette no 
pudo averiguar los resultados 

de la votación antes del plazo 
de este artículo. Ya que nadie se 
presentó al puesto de Presidente 
de la Junta, la nueva junta se 
reunirá para discutir el futuro de 
la posición, actualmente ocupada 
por Chad Rosner.

Originalmente en la agenda 
de la reunión había otra 
presentación del arquitecto Peter 
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MARIO REAL ESTATE

SELLERS
Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!

We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!
www.century21mario.com

Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla EspanolFalo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 

February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
Theresa Conte
Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
Patricia Muse
Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
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Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
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www.century21mario.com
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 

February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
Theresa Conte
Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
Patricia Muse
Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Photos by Derek KouyoumjianThe Mission Hill Little League kicked off its 66th year on Saturday, April 20, with the traditional parade through the streets up to McLaughlin Playground. Here, the parade makes its way up the Hill on Calumet Street. Meanwhile, Michael and Lincoln McNamara are seen marching in the parade on Tremont Street – ready for another year of Little League baseball.

LITTLE LEAGUE 
PARADE

Community Alliance Mission Hill elige un 
presidente y miembros de su junta directiva

Community Alliance of Mission Hill 
votes on president and board members

Decibel Level
Community Noise Lab sets its sight on Mission Hill
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By John lynDS

 Last week Governor Charlie 
Baker’s office and the Depart-
ment of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE) released 
their initial guidance about re-
opening schools this fall. 
 According to Baker’s office 
and DESE current medical re-
search supports a safe in-person 
return to school - with preventive 

measures in place - as infection 
and transmission rates are lower 
for children than adults.  
 The new guidelines include 
preventive measures like masks/
face coverings, physical distanc-
ing, handwashing, and cleaning 
frequently touched surfaces  
 Masks/face coverings will be 
required for all students in Grade 
2 and above and for all adults. 
They are also recommended for 

students in Grade 1 and below 
but not required  
 Based upon current medical 
research, and in conjunction 
with other preventive measures, 
a minimum physical distance of 
three feet has been established 
for all schools. 
 In a statement from the 
Massachusetts Parents United 
founding president Keri Ro-
drigues was proud to have five of 

its parent members participating 
in the state’s Return to School 
Working Group to help bring the 
important perspective of parents 
in several Gateway Cities like 
Boston to the table.   
 “While the recommendations 
issued by the Department of El-
ementary and Secondary Edu-
cation (DESE) did not address 
all of the needs and concerns 
of parents and families, we do 

feel that some progress has been 
made,” said Rodrigues. “We are 
grateful that the perspective of 
families of color, families who are 
English Language Learners, and 
families of color with children 
with special needs were included 
in these conversations where we 
could demand these guidelines be 
based in equity for all children.”

Baker and DESE releases school reopening guidelines for the fall

Making it Official:  SECHC officially becomes part of East Boston Neighborhood Health Center July 1
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Editorial 

Communities that work together, win together

op-Ed

Enjoy a safe 
Fourth of July

It goes without saying that this will be a Fourth of July unlike any 
other in the history of our nation.
Americans traditionally have celebrated the Fourth both with large 
community gatherings and with smaller get-togethers. 
The Fourth of July rekindles fond memories from our childhood of 
the times when we spent the holiday with our families and friends 
for gatherings at barbecues, at the beach, and at municipal fireworks 
displays in the evenings.
However, the coronavirus has changed everything. The recent at-
tempts by states to reopen their economies, even in those states that 
were the most cautious and with seemingly well-designed plans, have 
resulted in skyrocketing rates of infection that have placed millions 
of Americans at risk of contracting this dreaded disease.
A story on a cable news channel earlier this week highlighted a 
California family in which 18 family members contracted COVID-19, 
with some requiring lengthy hospitalization and one, the family 
patriarch, dying.
There was no single gathering at which the infection could have been 
spread. The family thought that they had been taking the proper 
precautions during their interactions. 
However, the disease only needed a small window of opportunity to 
be transmitted among three generations of this family, with tragic 
results.
In addition to the coronavirus, the Fourth of July in 2020 comes 
amidst unprecedented unrest and turmoil throughout our nation. 
The tragic events and subsequent protests and demonstrations have 
demonstrated that our nation utterly has failed to live up to the lofty 
ideals upon which we were founded: 
"... that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." 
When Thomas Jefferson wrote those words, he literally meant "men" 
only, and white men in particular. His lofty language was the ulti-
mate in political hypocrisy: It did not apply to millions of enslaved 
persons nor to women, who were considered not much more than 
their husband's property .
It is indisputable that those twin legacies have cast a shadow over 
the promise of America that continues today, 244 years later.
Another "traditional" aspect of the Fourth of July is that it encourages 
far too many among us to engage in behavior that is risky not only 
to ourselves, but to our loved ones and others around us.
Fireworks are illegal for everybody, and in no event should be allowed 
in the hands of children. It is a sad -- but inevitable -- fact that count-
less Americans will be maimed for life because of accidents involving 
fireworks this weekend.
Alcohol abuse is rampant in our country and the Fourth unfortunately 
provides an opportunity -- which is to say, another excuse -- for those 
who have alcohol abuse issues to indulge way more than they should, 
especially when operating a boat or automobile.
It is the responsibility of each of us to ensure that the Fourth is en-
joyed safely not only by ourselves, but by those whom we care about. If 
someone has had too much to drink, take their keys. None of us wants 
to say to ourselves the next day, "If only I had not let them drive...."
In addition to those usual safety precautions, we also must ensure 
that however we celebrate the Fourth this year, we must do so wearing 
masks and observing physical distancing -- none of us wants to be 
the cause of another person's death because we were the vector who 
brought the coronavirus to a family member or loved one.
Admittedly, this is not a happy time in America. But we must make 
the best of it.
We wish all of our readers a happy -- and safe -- Fourth of July.

By Quint Studer

 Freedom, independence, 
self-sufficiency: these are great 
and glorious concepts. We cel-
ebrate them this time of year, 
whether we process it that way 
or not, because they’re so deeply 
engrained in our image of Amer-
ica. We see ourselves as a nation 
of rugged individualists: seizing 
the bull by the horns, charting 
our own course, walking alone 
into the forest with an axe slung 
over our shoulder.
 Yes, it’s a romantic notion. But 
it’s not an accurate one. America 
is a nation of small, tight-knit 
communities and always has 
been. The more we cooperate, 
share, defer to others, and work 
together, the more successful we 
are. Today, as citizens, business-
es, and civic leaders seek to come 
back from a public health and 
economic crisis, that spirit of 
community is more important 
than ever. It holds the key to our 
survival.
 I’ve spent much of my career 
traveling from one American 
community to another. Some are 
bustling larger cities. Others are 
quiet small towns. What they all 
have in common is the burning 
desire to revitalize themselves: 
to become more vibrant, prosper-
ous, livable, and loveable than 
they are right now. And as I’ve 
worked with these diverse groups 
of Americans, I’ve seen a theme 
emerge: Those communities that 

work together, win together.
 When citizens and leaders 
come together, put their self-in-
terest on the back burner and 
work as a team, things get done. 
When they don’t, nothing gets 
done.
 The more you think about 
the myth of the self-reliant ear-
ly American, the less likely it 
seems. Our ancestors must have 
huddled together in small groups 
and worked to protect each other 
from a harsh and unforgiving 
environment. They must have 
joined forces, shared what they 
had, and leaned on each other 
when times were tough.
 And on the larger stage, our 
nation’s founders had to work 
together in a similar fashion to 
bring America into being. They 
were working toward indepen-
dence as a new nation, but they 
had to rely on interdependence to 
get there. And as leaders of com-
munities of all shapes and sizes 
and demographics and political 
persuasions, we can all learn a 
lot from them.
 Here are four big “history les-
sons” we should all heed as we 
seek to reopen, recover, rebuild, 
and continue making our way on 
journey toward vibrancy:
Set aside your self-interest and 
create something that works for 
everyone. Lots of different pro-
fessions, industries, and inter-
ests were present at the birth of 
America. Cabinet makers weren’t 
fixated only on the wood industry, 

nor silver smiths on the silver 
trade. Everyone was fired up to 
contribute to something bigger 
than themselves. They bought 
into the overarching mission, and 
weren’t bogged down by endless 
debate over the short-term costs 
of their plan.
 In other words, don’t be overly 
concerned with your own well-
being. Setting aside your own 
short-term best interests may 
accomplish far more for everyone 
in the long run. Because a rising 
tide lifts all boats, this includes 
you.
 Don’t let ideological differ-
ences stop you from achieving 
something tangible. Despite bit-
ter disputes and differences of 
opinion, a group of people with 
little in common other than 
their shared determination that 
change was needed were able to 
get mobilized and get something 
done. While there was much to 
be decided about the way things 
would function in the new nation, 
they all recognized that there 
wouldn’t even BE a new nation 
if they didn’t set aside their dis-
agreements and move the ball 
down the court.
 It’s important to know what 
matters. Don’t let petty disputes 
about how things should get 
done sabotage the greater task 
at hand.
 Don’t be constantly trying to 
steal the spotlight from each oth-
er. It’s okay to let someone else 
be “the one in charge.” No one 
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complained that John Hancock’s 

signature was bigger than theirs, 
or that so-and-so got to sign the 
Declaration before they did. 
(Okay, it’s possible, but we can 

see by the document that resides 
in the National Archives that it 
got done anyway!) The founders 
kept their focus on the ambitious 
mission/vision of standing up to 
one of the most powerful author-
ities in the world: the King of 
England.
 When we try to make it about 
ourselves, we can get off track 

and let our self-absorption derail 
the project or initiative. Keep the 
greater goal in mind and stay 
focused on that.
 Don’t wait on the government 
to “fix it.” Instead, join together 
and take bold action at the local 
level. The changes desired by 
American colonists weren’t com-
ing from Great Britain. And so, 
in the summer of 1776 delegates 
from each of the Thirteen Colo-
nies took it upon themselves to 
challenge British authorities and 
make change happen—their way.
 Citizen-powered change is 
the most powerful change. If it’s 
to be, it’s up to you and me, 
not government agencies. (Local 
governments tend not to have 
the budget to drive fundamental 
change, and due to election cy-
cles, officials come and go. Many 
won’t be around to see long term 
projects through.)
 Yes, early communities need-

ed each other and that drove a 
lot of their interactions. We went 
through a period of time where 
we started to believe we didn’t 
need each other and that clearly 
isn’t true. We now realize that 
working together is the only way 
we can make our cities and towns 
thrive.
 No one is saying America’s 
founders were perfect. They 
were far from it, as we are. But 
one thing they got right was the 
knowledge that they needed to 
work together for a common 
cause. Teamwork is a powerful 
force. We couldn’t have built a 
nation without it, and we can’t 
build a better community with-
out it either.
 
Quint Studer is the author of 
Building a Vibrant Community: 
How Citizen-Powered Change Is 
Reshaping America and founder 
of Pensacola’s Studer Community 

Institute. For more information, 
visit www.vibrantcommunity-
blueprint.com and www.studeri.
org.

PLEASE WRITE…
The Gazette welcomes letters to the  editor. Word limit: 

500. Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m. one week before pub-
lication. Letters  may be emailed to letters@Jamaica-

PlainGazette.com. Please include address and telephone 
number for verification purposes. Anonymous letters will 

not be published.  More information:  617-524-2626

Classifieds
classifieds@JamaicaPlainGazette.com

617-524-2626

David at kNurd on Kall : com can 
help with PC computers, net-
works, audio/video/multimedia, 
phone solutions. $Reasonable$. 
House calls. 617-676-5676 or 617-
522-6090

SERVICES

C L AS S I F I E D  I N F O    

Rate: $14 buys 10 words, including 
a bold heading: 25 cents for each 

additional word.  Deadline: 3 PM on 
the Monday before publication date.  

Fax your ad to 617-524-3921 or mail it 
to Gazette Publications, Inc.,  PO. Box 

301119, JP, MA 02130.  Or e-mail it 
to classifieds@JamaicaPlainGazette.

com.  For more info. call 617-524-2626. 
Press 5, then press 3.  

The Gazette accepts all major  
credit cards.

The Rental Relief Fund is helping to keep Bostonians in their 
homes during the pandemic
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Op-Ed
Continued from page 14

By Mayor Martin J. Walsh

 From the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we knew 
that many people would be chal-
lenged by housing costs while 
they were out of work. As a part 
of our comprehensive response, 
we wanted to include assistance 
for renters. That’s why we cre-
ated the Rental Relief Fund, a 
program to help cover residents’ 
rent payments. We started this 
program in April, and we re-
cently announced an additional 
round of funding.
 The Rental Relief Fund was 
set up to help residents who have 
lost their income and are not 
eligible for employment benefits, 

and residents who, even with 
unemployment benefits, are still 
not able to make ends meet. We 
dedicated $3 million for the first 
round of funding, which began 
in April. Earlier this month, we 
opened up a second round of 
applications, and dedicated an 
additional $5 million to the pro-
gram, bringing the total to $8 
million. We are currently accept-
ing pre-screening applications 
in 10 languages for the second 
round until June 19 at 12:00 p.m.
 Our goal is to ensure housing 
stability for Bostonians who are 
out of work due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. We recognize how pro-
foundly the public health emer-
gency is impacting people, and 

our response is focused on equity 
and protections for our most vul-
nerable populations. 
 The reason we are adding 
this money is that we expect 
low-income renters to remain in 
financial distress for some time. 
The state eviction moratorium 
that we helped to get in place will 
be lifted August 18, or 45 days 
after the State of Emergency 
ends. We have worked hard in 
the last couple of years to reduce 
evictions, and we have one of the 
lowest eviction rates in the coun-
try. We want to keep it that way. 
We want to make sure people can 
stay in their homes.
 It’s important to know that 
it is safe to apply for thivs fund. 

You will not be asked about your 
immigration status during the 
Rental Relief Fund process, and 
it does not affect immigration 
applications as a “public charge.” 
Also, none of your information 
will be shared with anyone else 
that’s not processing your appli-
cation. Our goal is to help anyone 
in need of rental assistance with-
out fear or barriers. 
 So far, we have granted 
$818,000 to 257 households 
across 17 neighborhoods to cov-
er rent for April and May. That 
means 257 individuals or fam-
ilies are no longer facing po-
tentially losing their housing or 
being displaced thanks to this 
Fund. We are currently in the 

process of reviewing more appli-
cations with our partner agencies 
and will continue to distribute 
money until the fund is depleted. 
 I know that the COVID-19 
pandemic is affecting people in 
many ways, especially in vulner-
able populations. As we begin to 
gradually and safely reopen, we 
will continue to provide support 
for students, seniors, immigrants 
and renters. The Rental Relief 
Fund is one step. If you have any 
questions, you can call the Office 
of Housing Stability at 617-635-
4200, or you can visit boston.gov/
RentalRelief.

Martin J. Walsh is the Mayor of 
the City of Boston.
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In response to the challenges our Boston communities face, Northeastern University 
is offering a variety of resources to help small businesses and nonprofits in our 
neighborhoods of Mission Hill, Fenway, the South End, and Roxbury respond to real-
time needs and build resilience during the COVID-19 pandemic.

If you would like to be connected with a Northeastern staff or faculty member with 
expertise relevant to your organization please complete the form 
at tinyurl.com/communitysupportform.

Please send any questions to communityengagement@northeastern.edu.

Northeastern University Support for Nonprofits 
and Small Businesses During COVID-19 Pandemic

By John Lynds

 Needham Bank announced 
last week that its new Mission 
Hill branch on Tremont Street 
is now open for business. 
 The new branch, located at 
1457 Tremont St. in Mission Hill, 
marks the Bank’s first location in 
the City of Boston.
 When the pandemic first
started, bringing one of the
most challenging economic crises
I’ve ever witnessed, we never
rethought our choice to open
in Mission Hill,” said Needham
Bank’s President and CEO Joe
Campanelli. “We thought, who
opens a bank branch at a time
like this? We do. Because we
know how important a strong
local financial partner will be to
help community members and
local businesses get back on their 
feet.”

 According to Campanelli the 
128-year-old bank headquar-
tered in Needham has a strong 
history of being a community 
partner and experienced record 
growth in recent years. 
 The Mission Hill location is 
one of five new Needham Bank 
branches that opened during the 
past five years, bringing its total 
branch locations into the double 
digits.
 “We’d searched for a couple 
years to find the perfect location 
in Boston,” said Senior Vice Pres-
ident, Carrie Vargas. “I’m thrilled 
with how the building came to-
gether, but even more excited 
about the team we have in place 
there, led by Maria Ramos, our 
branch manager. I have full con-
fidence that they will provide the 
top-notch service and community 
support that we’re known for.”
 Needham Bank’s Chief Mar-
keting Officer Karen Marryat 

said the choice to move to Mis-
sion Hill out of all the poten-
tial locations in Boston, was a 
no-brainer. 
 “In looking at various com-
munities, we immediately clicked 
with Mission Hill,” she said. 
“This is a truly vibrant com-
munity with strong local busi-
nesses supported by Mission Hill 
Main Streets, thriving artists 
and musicians, and some terrif-
ic organizations supporting our 
new neighbors. As we’ve gotten 
to know the community better in 
the past few months, we are more 
and more impressed and excited 
by what’s to come in Mission 
Hill.”
 The bank offers a full range 
of products like  free checking 
accounts that boast no fees, full 
ATM fee reimbursement, and no 
minimum balance required to 
earn interest. All of this comes 

with a robust online banking 
experience and a five-star-rated 
mobile app. 
 The bank’s Business Banking 
teams offer commercial, small 

business and commercial real 
estate loans along with a cash 
management suite of products to 
save companies time and money 
on banking services. 

Needham Bank opens first 
Boston branch in Mission Hill

Needham Bank’s Mission Hill Branch Manager Maria-Ramos 
outside the new branch on Tremont Street. 


