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SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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By EllEn WalkEr

SpEcial to thE GazEttE

“Spring passes, and one re-
members one’s innocence. Sum-
mer passes, and one remembers 
one’s exuberance. Autumn passes, 
and one remembers one’s rever-
ence. Winter passes, and one re-
members one’s perseverance.” — 
Yoko Ono, a Japanese multime-
dia artist, singer, songwriter and 
peace activist and spouse of John 
Lennon of the Beatles.

For the past four years, I have 
experienced a wonderful oppor-
tunity as the executive director 
of Mission Hill Main Streets. 
The work has been incredibly 
stimulating and used every bit 
of my creativity, knowledge and 
experience. It has afforded me 
the opportunity to work with 
inspiring business owners in the 
neighborhood, to partner with 
our local elected and City offi-
cials while working with some 

What’s Happening on Main Streets

Photo by Daniela Marchione

Yellow Door Taqueria’s bartender Lyndsay Pingel.

Wu announces investment of $67 million to create 
and preserve 802 income-restricted homes in Boston
SpEcial to thE GazEttE

Mayor Michelle Wu came to Ja-
maica Plain and  joined the Hyde 
Square Task Force, affordable 
housing developers, and commu-
nity organizations at the site of 
the former Blessed Sacrament 
church to announce $67 million 
in new recommended funding 
from the Mayor’s Office of Hous-

ing, the Community Preserva-
tion Fund, and the Neighborhood 
Housing Trust (NHT) to create 
and preserve more than 800 in-
come-restricted units of housing 
in eight Boston neighborhoods 
including Mission Hill. The 
Blessed Sacrament site is one of 
the projects that will be funded. 
The ambitious portfolio consists 
of 17 projects with a total of 802 

units of mixed-income housing 
that includes rental housing for 
families, while also creating new 
homeownership opportunities for 
low- and moderate-income Bosto-
nians. Of the 802 units, 160 will 
be income restricted housing for 
seniors. These proposed projects 
meet the Mayor’s Office of Hous-

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 6

By MichaEl couGhlin Jr.

The proponents of a develop-
ment at 1439 Tremont Street, 
proposing to build a new four-sto-
ry building comprised of six 
units, narrowly got voters’ sup-
port during the Community Al-
liance of Mission Hill’s (CAMH) 
monthly meeting on Wednesday, 
February 15. 

In what was a vote that ini-
tially was split down the middle 
with 46% of respondents voting 
in favor and another 46% op-
posing – 8% abstained – it was 
up to CAMH President Martin 
Beinborn to break the tie.

Beinborn voted to support the 
development, saying, “I will give 
the developers the benefit of the 
doubt that it’s a good building.” 

Beinborn’s vote seemed to 
frustrate some in attendance as 
some visibly shook their heads 
after his decision. One of the 
main reasons for such a highly 
contested vote was due to con-
cerns about the reputation of the 
property owners – City Realty 
Management. 

A resident, Dave Greenup, had 
done some research. In an email 
he showed, dated December 6, 

1439 Tremont 
just barely gets 
support from CAMH 

Continued on page 4

Image courtesy Boston Planning & Development Agency

Artist rendering of the 1439 Tremont Street development

By Michael coughlin Jr. 

At its monthly meeting in April, 
the Community Alliance of Mis-
sion Hill (CAMH) listened to a 
presentation proposing the in-
troduction of a dispensary at the 
former Punjab Mini Mart site at 
1576 Tremont Street. 
A team led by Aditya Soni, the 
son of Rakesh Soni, who owned 
Punjab Mini Mart, is proposing 
the dispensary, Soni DOT. 
“Punjab Mini Mart has had its 
fair share of difficulties in the 
past, and I am committed to 
changing the property to make 
sure that we operate clean, effi-
ciently, and reliably,” said Soni. 

“This is a new business at this 
location. This is not Punjab Mini 
Mart, and it never will be. My 
father, he’s happily retired, and 
I am proud to say that I’m the 
new owner at 1576 Tremont,” 
he added. 
An October 2023 report from 
WCVB revealing that Punjab 
Mini Mart failed a second health 
inspection in a week included 
a link to inspection records on 
the city’s website, indicating the 
establishment had its permit to 
operate temporarily suspended 
multiple times between 2022 and 
2023. Some of these inspection 

By gazette Staff

 In a scene in a Three Stoog-
es film, a patient in a mental 
health hospital, pointing to a 
button-hole on his shirt, tells the 
Stooges, “I’ve seen rats come out 
of that hole!“ and everyone in the 
audience laughed. 
 Well, the rats are coming out 
of the holes in the ground in 
the Boston parks where children 
play and out of the cracks in the 
Boston sewer masonry walls, but 
it is not funny. And their popula-
tion is growing fast.

 That’s the message that a 
subcommittee of the Boston City 
Council heard from research sci-
entist and rodentologist Dr. Bob-
by Corrigan at a meeting in the 
Council Chambers on April 9. 
Corrigan has been hired by the 
city as a consultant on the rat 
problems in the city.
 The problem is only going to 
get worse in the coming years, 
said Corrigan, as the global pop-
ulation of rats is increasing. In 
cities such as New York, Phila-
delphia, and Boston, the rat pop-
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
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Per 
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$2.55  
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to change 
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NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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City Council members hear 
from rat control consultant 

Mission Hill Neighborhood 
Housing Services (MHNHS) held 
its Third Annual Arbor Day and 
First Arbor Day Celebration as 
a certified Arboretum in Kev-
in W. Fitzgerald Park on April 
26th! MHNHS Board and Staff, 
Northeastern Arboretum staff, 
Mission Hill neighbors, students 
from local universities, and com-
munity members of all kinds 
came together on this beautiful 
day to help out around Fitzger-
ald Park. Over 60 volunteers 
participated in the many plant-
ing and beautification activities 
and many neighbors stopped by 
to listen to the live music from 
Northeastern Jazz Ensemble, 
participate in the raffle, pick up 
a free tree seedling, or just enjoy 

Northeastern Arboretum helped us expand the tree species count in the Arboretum by generously 
donating three new trees, Pignut Hickory, Canadian Hemlock, Service Berry.

Volunteers helped to plant dozens of new pollinators throughout 
the park that will attract birds and bees and add a beautiful 
pop of color. See Page 8 for more photos.

MHNHS HOLDS ANNUAL 
ARBOR DAY CELEBRATION

PHOTOS COURTESY NANCY AHMADIFAR

CAMH mulls proposed 
dispensary on Tremont St. 
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reports cite issues with rodents, 
the display of expired products, 
and more. 
As part of the proposal, Soni indi-
cated plans exist to revitalize the 
retail space, remodel the interior 
and exterior, and improve the 
sidewalk. 
“You also have my commitment 
to the neighborhood to be a good 
neighbor,” said Soni. 
In addition to himself, Soni has 
also brought in some experienced 
help to get his prospective busi-
ness started with Michelle Foley. 
According to Soni, Foley has run 
five successful cannabis opera-
tions, two of which are in Boston, 
and described her as “One of 
the most experienced cannabis 
retail managers in the state of 
Massachusetts.” 
He also mentioned that Foley has 
a record with zero violations or 
deficiencies and said, “This is an 
unprecedented record of success 
in cannabis retail. ” 
Moreover, Soni indicated that 
the Cannabis Control Commis-
sion (CCC) has referred to her 
operations as the “gold standard” 
and that inspectors who work at 
the CCC train at facilities she 
has led. 
Further, the team Soni described 
at the meeting also includes his 
mother, Aditi Soni, as well as Jay 
Youmans and Jefferson Smith, 
both from the Bulfinch Strate-
gies Group as consultants. 
In his presentation, Soni pointed 
out that the dispensary would 
mainly serve local residents. In 
response to concerns the team 

has heard regarding transporta-
tion and congestion, they will en-
courage the use of public trans-
portation. There are also plans 
for designated parking spaces 
and time limits. 
There are also plans for profes-
sional security at the dispensary 
and 24/7 camera surveillance. 
A zero-tolerance policy is also 
slated to be employed for activi-
ties like littering, loitering, and 
the use of cannabis at the site, 
where violators would be refused 
service. 
In speaking about being a good 
neighbor, Soni committed to re-
ducing the potential for lines to 
form. This reduction is slated to 
be enabled by passing out local 
business coupons for customers 
to use while they wait, online 
ordering, and more. 
In addition to everything men-
tioned above, Soni mentioned 
that his team is committed to 
providing the community with 
$25,000 per year for three years 
and proposes forming a local 
foundation to determine where 
that money goes. 
“We don’t want to be the ones to 
choose where that money goes,” 
said Soni. Soni also expressed 
commitment to hiring Mission 
Hill residents first. 
In terms of local reaction to the 
proposal, Soni displayed a slide 
in his presentation, which re-
vealed 543 letters of support — 
38 from Mission Hill businesses, 
468 from community members, 
and 37 from direct abutters. 
Concerning zoning compliance, 
Soni said, “We’re also compli-
ant with all siting and zoning 
requirements,” adding, “We con-
ducted site surveys to ensure 
that Soni DOT would not be near 
any other cannabis dispensary or 
any schools.” 
After Soni outlined the rest of 
his presentation, which includ-
ed renderings, floor plans, and 
more, attendees were given the 
opportunity to provide comments 
or ask questions. 
Eric Alden, a resident, comment-
ed on the former Punjab Mini 

Mart’s standards, saying, “Your 
family business has never had 
high standards; in fact, it’s been 
about the lowest standard as you 
could possibly be in this neigh-
borhood.” 
Alden cited the mini mart’s pre-
vious violations, issues with ro-
dents, and more before adding 
that he had concerns about the 
ownership. 
“The ownership has shown us for 
20 years that they have no re-
spect for this neighborhood, they 
have no regard for this neighbor-
hood, they don’t care about their 
neighbors, they don’t care about 
this property,” said Alden. 
Alden went on to speak about 
violations at other properties in 
Mission Hill that have the same 
ownership before Soni attempted 
to stop him. 
“I’m here to talk about our pro-
posal. We could sit down with 
my father a different time and 
discuss all the other properties, 
but I’m not really involved with 
any of that business, and I can’t 
really give you answers on that,” 
said Soni. 
In response, Alden thought the 
discussion about the other prop-
erties was relevant since they 
are part of the same ownership 
team and said, “Your ownership 
team has only taken from this 
neighborhood; they have never 
given back to this neighborhood; 
they’ve never been a good neigh-
bor, and they’ve never had high 
standards.” 
Again, Soni responded and spoke 
about Foley’s track record and 
how she and he would be in 
charge of operations. 
He also reiterated that he does 
not have any affiliation with his 
father’s properties or past busi-
nesses and said, “I understand 
that it’s very easy to put it all 
toward ‘oh, it’s the family,’ but 
to be honest, I just graduated 
college, this is my first business.” 
“That’s why I went out; I got 
Michelle [Foley], I got Jay [You-
mans] and Jefferson [Smith], I 
got the best team I possibly could 
because I believe that’s what 

the neighborhood deserves,” he 
added.  
Another attendee, Adam Sar-
baugh, mentioned during the 
time of the abutters meeting for 
the proposal that he had heard 
concerns from Mission Grammar 
School and opposition from direct 
neighbors and wanted to know 
what had transpired since that 
meeting. 
In response, Soni said there were 
plans to meet with the school, 
but it got pushed back, and an-
other meeting had been set up. 
They are also working with the 
abutters. 
Youmans also emphasized that 
there are plans to meet with the 
school and reiterated the number 
of signatures in support from di-
rect abutters and that they have 
reached out to the abutters with 
concerns. 
Maggie Cohn, another resident, 
asked a couple of questions, one 
of which was to whom the up-
stairs units in the building would 
be rented. 
Soni mentioned that his father 
owns the entire building, and 
he has “very little involvement” 
with the two floors above that are 
rented out. 
Cohn had also requested that 
the units not be rented out to 
students. Youmans called the 
request reasonable and said he 
would bring it back to the land-
lord and encourage them to make 
it a condition of their lease of the 
property.
Later, Youmans also commented 
on the previous concerns asso-
ciated with the management of 
Punjab Mini Mart. 
“I know that folks are kind of 
understandably giving a half-eye 
roll on the fact that, you know, 
okay, yeah, Aditya is in charge, 
but Rakesh still owns the prop-
erty,” said Youmans. 
He later added that things can-
not remain the same because 
“inspectors show up on a weekly 
basis. They’ll shut these guys 
down in two heartbeats if any-
thing that comes even close to 
what you guys have described.” 

Foley’s role with the dispensary 
was also discussed. She was ex-
plicitly asked if she would put all 
her time into the facility when it 
opened. 
Foley responded, “I will not be 
the general manager on site, you 
know, seven days a week manag-
ing the dispensary.” 
However, she emphasized that 
she would be doing the hiring 
alongside Soni, all of the train-
ing, and more. 
Then, another attendee ques-
tioned Foley’s role because the 
presentation listed her as a Part-
ner. 
Soni described Foley’s role and 
said, “She’s in charge of the op-
erations until we’re up and run-
ning, and I feel that I can do it 
without her.” He also clarified 
that after some time had passed, 
he would be taking over day-to-
day operations. 
There were also questions re-
garding the role of Soni’s father 
in the business. While Soni indi-
cated, that his father is only on 
ownership as an investor — not a 
managing partner — a business 
filing for the LLC, shown during 
the meeting, lists the father as 
a manager. 
Youmans jumped in and called 
manager a deceptive term, say-
ing, “In this instance, manager 
does not mean the way we think 
of manager, like oh who’s operat-
ing day to day. Manager, in this 
legal sense, means who manages 
the equity and has voting rights.” 
Later, Sarbaugh disagreed with 
Youmans, stating, “A manager 
on an LLC is clearly defined as 
what they have power over. If you 
want to be a member of an LLC, 
then you have no rights other 
than being a stockholder, so I 
think you’re disingenuous in the 
way you presented that.” 
As the meeting wrapped up, 
other attendees commented, 
and other topics, like product 
delivery, were discussed. Since 
this was the first presentation to 
CAMH, a vote was not held. The 
next CAMH meeting is scheduled 
for May 15.
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Brendan Behan Pub 
378A Centre Street 

Jamaica Plain

RESERVE 
YOUR 
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NOW 
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Thai • Sushi • Pick-up • Delivery
order.laughingmonkcafe.com or call 617.232.8000 1524 Tremont St.  (across from Mission Church)1524 Tremont St.  (across from Mission Church)

Try our soups and sandwiches along 
with the best coffee and donuts in town!

Now serving 
gourmet 

dark roast coffee
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Mayor Wu announces launch of Wake Up The Night grant
Special to the gazette

 Mayor Michelle Wu and the 
Office of Nightlife Economy have 
announced the launch of the 
City’s Wake Up the Night Grant, 
which will award individuals 
and organizations up to $10,000 
for nighttime activations. The 
application is now open and the 
deadline to apply is May 28. 
 The Wake Up the Night 
Grant Pilot Program will use up 
to $250,000 in American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) funding to revi-
talize Boston’s nightlife economy 
and foster safe, inclusive social 
spaces. All activations will take 
place in July through December 
2024 and be free and open to the 
public.  
 "Boston is a city of neighbor-
hoods, and we are working to 
revitalize our nighttime economy 
and create opportunities for resi-
dents to enjoy safe, joyful spaces 
throughout the warmer months 
and into the fall,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “This year we’re 
trying to make it easier than ever 
to foster fun programming that 
showcases the beauty of our com-
munities and support residents 
and businesses in their efforts 
to make this summer a safe, 
enjoyable one for all in Boston.”

 All funded events will align 
with one the following catego-
ries: 
 • Accessible Programming: 
Social events specifically curated 
for persons with diverse  abilities 

(physical, cognitive, or emotion-
al)
 • Cultural Expression: Ac-
tivations showcasing the many 
cultural interests and expres-
sions of Bostonians.

 

• Intergenerational: Activations 
promoting multi-generational 
social interaction. 
 • Spirit-Free Programming: 
Activations mindfully omitting 
the consumption and presence 

of alcohol.
 • Weekday Activations: 
Events promoting social interac-
tion Monday through Thursday, 
specifically in the Downtown and 
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JULY 29 - AUG. 2 | AUG. 12-16
AUG. 19-23 | AUG. 26-30

JULY 
22-26

FALL 2023 REGISTRATION BEGINS MAY 27

AGES 5-14 AGES 5-8 only

WWW.TWDANCE.COM
TWDCINFO@GMAIL.COM

Boston’s  new Auxi l iary 
Bishop, the Most Rev. Cristiano 
Barbosa came to the Mission 
Church on Sunday, April 21 to 
administer the Sacrament of 
Confirmation to a class of 13 
youngsters.

PHOTOS BY OCONNOR

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION

Continued on page 10
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Mayor Wu’s Coffee Hour Series comes to Mission Hill on June 24
Special to the gazette

Mayor Michelle Wu and the 
Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department will host the 2024 
Neighborhood Coffee Hour Series 
in partnership with Dunkin’® in 
parks citywide from April 22 to 
June 26. Wu will be in Mission 
Hill on June 24 at the Mission 
Hill Playground that is located 
at 1497 Tremont Street.

Mayor Wu’s Neighborhood 
Coffee Hours offer a unique op-
portunity to speak directly with 
the Mayor and staff from City de-
partments about open space and 
their neighborhoods. Through 
these conversations, and a sug-
gestion box at each site, Mayor 
Wu looks forward to hearing how 
the City of Boston can improve 
upon parks, public areas, and 
City services.

“Every neighborhood and ev-
ery resident has their own di-
verse set of concerns that deserve 
to not only be heard, but to be 
acknowledged and addressed,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I am 
excited for all of the conversa-
tions and connection that will 
come from Neighborhood Coffee 
Hours.”

Leadership and staff from the 
Community Engagement Cabi-

net will be at each Coffee Hour. 
Community members will have 
an opportunity to meet their 
neighborhood liaisons, who will 
share updates on each neighbor-
hood, including how many 311 
cases have been resolved, streets 
repaired, as well as the City’s in-
vestments in housing, local busi-
nesses, and the arts. The City 
is again releasing a Community 
Input Survey, which provides an 
opportunity for constituents to 
ask questions and inform what 
will be presented during Coffee 
Hours with the Mayor. Last year, 
this proved to be a success, allow-
ing constituents to hear directly 

• No income limit
• 3 homestyle meals a day
• Medication administration

62+ Community  
with 24-hour personal care

301 South Huntington Avenue, Jamaica Plain
(617) 522-7600 | www.MountPleasantHome.org

Mayor Michelle Wu.

The Massachusetts House of 
Representatives passed a bill 
that includes $200 million for 
the state’s Chapter 90 program, 
which provides municipalities 
with a funding source for trans-
portation-related improvements, 
including road and bridge re-
pairs, as well as $175 million for 
specific programs. The bill also 
appropriates $25 million for the 
rural roads program established 
in last year’s Chapter 90 legisla-
tion, which provides funding to 
rural communities in addition 
to the standard Chapter 90 dis-
tribution.

“Providing funding for critical 
infrastructure projects through 
investments in the Common-
wealth’s public transportation, 
roads, and bridges is one of the 
most important responsibilities 
that we have as members of the 
Legislature,” said House Speaker 
Ronald J. Mariano (D-Quincy). 
“I’m proud of the support for 
regional infrastructure that this 
legislation provides, and of the 
funding that it allocates for the 
purchasing of electric vehicles 
by transit authorities. I want to 
thank Chairman Straus and my 
colleagues in the House, for pri-
oritizing this vital legislation.”

“Through this bill, the House 
provides cities and towns funding 
to maintain bridges and roads 
while advancing transportation 
accessibility and electric vehicle 
acquisition,” said Representative 
Adrian Madaro (D-East Boston). 
“I look forward to seeing the 
City of Boston use these dollars 
to address our transportation 
network.”

“The Legislature continues to 
be responsive to the transpor-
tation needs of our towns and 
cities,” said Representative Bill 
Straus (D-Mattapoisett), House 
Chair of the Joint Committee on 
Transportation. “This legislation 
demonstrates a commitment to 
funding for local transportation 
projects with again, our new 
program especially for funding 
to rural towns. I am pleased to 
support this important piece of 
legislation which provides more 
tools for towns to tackle their 
project backlog in time for the 
new fiscal year starting in July.”

This legislation authorizes 
$150 million in programs that 
will support various transpor-
tation-related projects. This in-
cludes $25 million for each of the 
following:

• Municipal Pavement Pro-

gram, which focuses on the im-
provement of municipally owned 
state numbered routes

• Municipal Small Bridge 
Program, which provides finan-
cial support to cities and towns 
for small bridge replacement, 
preservation, and rehabilitation 
projects

• Complete Streets Funding 
Program, which provides tech-
nical assistance and construc-
tion funding to municipalities 
for streets that provide safe and 
accessible options for all travel 
modes such as walking, biking, 
transit, and vehicles

• Municipal Bus Enhancement 
Program, which provides grant 
funding to towns to build out 
infrastructure related to mass 
transit by bus, such as bus shel-
ters, curb reconfiguration, bus 
lanes, and signal prioritization

• Mass Transit Access Grant 
Program, which provides grants 
to municipalities for design and 
construction for improvements 
to access commuter rail stations 
or other mass transit stations, 
such as parking lots, drop-off 
and pick-up zones, bike storage 
infrastructure, and electric vehi-

Massachusetts House passes bill authorizing Chapter 90 funding

from the  Mayor and City leaders 
as they addressed concerns and 
answered constituents’ questions 
at each Coffee Hour event.

“Coffee Hours with the Mayor 
is an intentional effort to meet 
community members in the heart 
of their neighborhoods,” said Bri-
anna Millor, Chief of the Com-
munity Engagement Cabinet. “I 
encourage residents, including 
our youth, seniors, civic orga-
nizations, business owners, and 
local leaders to attend this neigh-
borhood-centered event. Boston 
311 will be present to connect 
residents to essential city ser-
vices.”  

Dunkin’ will be on-site with 
freshly brewed Iced Coffee and 
MUNCHKINS® donut hole 
treats. Dunkin’ will have lawn 
games and gift card giveaways. 
Residents at each event will also 
be eligible to win a raffle prize 
from Dunkin’. Individuals in 
attendance will receive a free 
flowering plant provided by the 
Boston Parks and Recreation De-
partment, while supplies last. 
Fresh fruit will be provided by 
Star Market.

“Mayor Wu’s Neighborhood 

Coffee Hours are vital for com-
munity engagement, allowing 
residents to share their thoughts 
directly. We’re grateful for their 
participation,” noted Ryan 
Woods, Commissioner of the 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment. “These events not only 
foster dialogue but also mark the 
kickoff for our exciting summer 
calendar of events. From outdoor 
concerts to movies to arts and 
crafts workshops for kids, our 
programming breathes life into 
our parks, fulfilling our core mis-
sion of creating vibrant spaces 
for all to enjoy.”

All coffee hours will be held 
from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., 
weather permitting. Visit boston.
gov/coffee-hours for more infor-
mation. 

For more information and up-
dates on possible rain locations, 
please contact the Boston Parks 
and Recreation Department at 
(617) 635-4505 or @bostonparks-
dept on X, Facebook, or Insta-
gram, or by visiting boston.gov/
parks.

For more information and up-
dates on possible rain locations, 
please contact the Boston Parks 

and Recreation Department at 
(617) 635-4505 or @bostonparks-
dept on X, Facebook, or Insta-
gram, or by visiting boston.gov/
parks.

• Tuesday, May 7
Mozart Street Playground
10 Mozart Street
Jamaica Plain
• Thursday, May 23
McConnell Park
30 Denny Street
Dorchester
• Thursday, June 6
Iacono Playground
150 Readville Street
Hyde Park
 •Monday, June 24
Mission Hill Playground
1497 Tremont Street
Mission Hill
• Wednesday, June 26
Mother’s Rest
410 Washington Street
Dorchester
For more information and up-

dates on possible rain locations, 
please contact the Boston Parks 
and Recreation Department at 
(617) 635-4505 or @bostonparks-
dept on X, Facebook, or Insta-
gram, or by visiting boston.gov/
parks.

Continued on page 5
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Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business
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(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured

ROOFING
 

HANDYMAN
 

     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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NICK n RAPHY’S LANDSCAPING
139 Poplar Ave. 
Roslindale, MA
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nekmihopoulos@gmail.com
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!
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Special to the gazette

The Massachusetts House of 
Representatives passed two bills 
that update the Massachusetts 
General Laws by removing out-
of-date and offensive terms re-
lated to persons with disabilities, 
and by renaming the Massachu-
setts Rehabilitation Commission 
(MRC) as MassAbility. 

“As lawmakers, we know that 
words matter,” said Speaker of 
the House Ronald J. Mariano 
(D-Quincy). “This legislation is 
our latest effort to ensure that 
our state laws do not use anti-
quated words that carry neg-
ative connotations, words that 
also serve as a reminder of past 
injustices. I would like to thank 
Chairman Livingstone and the 
entire Joint Committee of Chil-
dren, Families, and Persons with 
Disabilities, as well as Governor 
Healey and the bill sponsors, 
for their work on this important 
legislation.”

“The name ‘MassAbility’ will 
help to reduce stigma and better 
reflect the strengths and capabil-
ities of the people we serve,” said 
Governor Maura Healey. “We’re 
grateful to Speaker Mariano and 
the House for advancing this 
critical legislation.”

“The language we use reflects 
our values, and this legisla-
tion will ensure that our laws 
and institutions are updated to 
treat the individuals they serve 
with dignity and respect,” said 
Representative Adrian Madaro 
(D-East Boston). “Outdated and 
offensive language has no place 
in our statutes, and these chang-
es underscore our commitment to 
advancing and uplifting persons 
with disabilities in our communi-
ties across the Commonwealth”.

An Act relative to individuals 
with intellectual or developmen-
tal disabilities removes out-of-
date and offensive language from 

the Massachusetts General Laws 
when referencing people with dis-
abilities. The language in the bill 
removes all variations of outdat-
ed terms such as “handicapped,” 
“disabled,” and “retarded.” The 
bill replaces these terms with 
current terminology such as “per-
son with a disability” and “person 
with an intellectual disability.” 
Additionally, the term “autis-
tic” is replaced with “autism” in 
reference to Autism Awareness 
Month. Originally filed by Gov-
ernor Healey, the House also 
passed legislation to rename the 
Massachusetts Rehabilitation 
Commission to MassAbility and 
to update the outdated terms 
included in its enabling statute.   

“Removing out-of-date, anti-
quated and offensive language 
from the Massachusetts General 
Laws to describe people with 
disabilities is an important step 
in ensuring that our values, as a 
Commonwealth, are also reflect-
ed in statute,” said Representa-
tive Jay D. Livingstone (D-Bos-
ton), House Chair of the Joint 
Committee on Children, Families 
and Persons with Disabilities. 
“As legislators, it is our job to 
help make sure that people with 
intellectual or developmental 
disabilities feel included, accept-
ed and embraced for who they 
are, and this is an important step 
in doing so. I am appreciative of 
all those who have worked on 
this effort before me who helped 
make this possible. I’d also like 
to thank the Speaker, Chairman 
Michlewitz, Chairman Honan, 
and all of my colleagues in the 
House for their support on this 
important issue.” 

The Joint Committee on Chil-
dren, Families and Persons with 
Disabilities heard from many 
advocacy organizations in the 
disability community in support 
of the bill and all changes were 
vetted with relevant agencies, 
including Executive Office of 
Health and Human Services, Ex-
ecutive Office of Education, and 
the Massachusetts Commission 
Against Discrimination. 

“Today with the passage of this 
legislation the Commonwealth 
is taking a critical step towards 
fostering inclusivity and uphold-
ing our long-held principles of 
dignity and respect for all who 
call the Commonwealth home,” 
said Representative Michael J. 
Finn (D-West Springfield), a lead 
sponsor of the bill. “We can all 
celebrate that it is long past time 
for the Commonwealth to update 
its General Laws, ensuring that 
no individual is subjected to neg-
ative and harmful language” 

“Today the House of Represen-
tatives takes a transformational 
step towards a more inclusive 
Commonwealth,” said Represen-
tative Sean Garballey (D-Arling-
ton), a lead sponsor of the bill. 
“By removing outdated words 
like ‘handicapped’, ‘disabled’, 
and the ‘R Word’ from MA Gen-
eral laws, we make a collective 
statement that Massachusetts 
is a place for all.” 

Having passed the House of 
Representatives, the bills now 
go to the Senate for their con-
sideration. 

Statements of Support: 
The Arc of Massachusetts: 
“The Arc of Massachusetts is 

grateful for the passage of the Ar-

chaic Language Bill. This legis-
lation has been a priority to The 
Arc and we appreciate the efforts 
made by the sponsors of the bill 
and our legislative champions at 
the MA State House. Thank you 
to the past and present Chairs 
and members of the Joint Com-
mittee on Children, Families and 
Persons with Disabilities.  Spe-
cial recognition to the self-advo-
cates who led the way and never 
gave up. Words hold power! The 
language people use is import-
ant and influences thoughts and 
attitudes about people and their 
capabilities. The use inappropri-
ate language in society and in 
our Massachusetts General Law 
perpetuates negative stereotypes 
about people with intellectual 

and developmental disabilities 
(IDD). This legislation will not 
just create legal change but also 
social change. The Arc strongly 
supports the passage of this bill 
as a sign that Massachusetts is 
listening and will support peo-
ple with IDD by using thought-
ful and positive language in the 
laws.”

Barbara L’Italien, Executive 
Director of the Disability Law 
Center:

“Removing archaic language 
in legislation plays an important 
role in reducing social stigma 
and ensuring that state agen-
cies and courts view people with 
disabilities as entitled to full, 
equal, and integrated lives in the 
community.”
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*Price subject to change 

Prices range from 
$2,250 to $5,400*

617-698-3005

Currently taking applications for the waitlist

Look sharp
Use our sharpening service for
> Shop tools
> Yard tools
> Kitchen knives

100 Terrace Street, Boston, 02120  
bostonbuildingresources.com
a consumer co-op

 Gazette Pet of the Week
                by Sarah Carroll

“Gazette Pet of the Week” is sponsored by 

Sarah Carroll, realtor®The Residential Group at William Raveis Real Estate
16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116

781-820-0280 or sarah@residentialgroup.com

www.buddydoghs.org

BRAD
Brad is an adorable pup 
who loves the company 
of his favorite people 
(but not everyone is 
his favorite!) He enjoys 
being carried around and 
cuddling on the couch. 
He’s fine around other 
dogs for walks but doesn’t 
like to share a home. Brad 
is about 2 years old and 
weighs 17 lbs.

Massachusetts House passes bill to remove outdated and offensive terms 

cle charging infrastructure
• Municipal/RTA EV Grant 

Program, which provides grants 
to Regional Transit Authorities 
and municipalities for the pur-
chase of electric vehicles and 
related charging equipment

Having passed the House of 
Representatives 155-0, the bill 
now goes to the Senate for their 
consideration.

Chapter 90
Continued from page 4
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 The New York State Depart-
ment of Health has issued the 
following tips on controlling rats:

Controlling the Rat - A Com-
munity Effort

 Rats like to live where people 
live. They quickly adjust to the 
neighborhood. Rats can thrive on 
just an ounce of food and water 
daily, so when they enter a neigh-
borhood and gain access to meat, 
fish, vegetables and grains, they 
will stay. Rats prefer to feed 
in and around homes, restau-
rants and businesses. But they 
will settle for scraps from trash 
bags and cans, private yards and 
what they find at the community 
refuse disposal and transfer sta-
tion. Rats get the shelter they 
need from tall weeds and grass, 
fences and walls, rubbish piles 
and abandoned appliances.
 If rats are living in your 
neighborhood, there are steps 
you should take, even if they 
aren’t in your home. Rats move 
freely in and out of buildings in 
the neighborhood, so any steps 
that your neighbors take to con-
trol rats will encourage them 
to move into a nearby building 
(maybe yours!). A community ef-
fort works best, where everyone 
in the neighborhood takes steps 
at the same time to prevent rats 
from entering the buildings and 
to remove their food and shelter.

Checking for Rats
 The sooner you know rats 
have entered your home, the eas-
ier it will be to get rid of them. 
Here’s how to check.
 Listen.
 After dark, turn on the lights 
in a dark room or basement and 
listen for any scurrying sounds.
 Listen for gnawing sounds 
when it is quiet.
 Look.
 Move stored materials and 
furniture to uncover any hiding 
places.
 Look at packaged goods, 
doors, windows, baseboards, and 
electrical cords for chewed spots, 
tooth marks, woodchips or shav-
ings.
 Check for freshly dug earth 
near holes around foundations, 
walls, and embankments. Look 
under sidewalks, floors and plat-
forms.
 Check for rub marks - dark 
smears along hallways, or near 
pipes, beams, edges of stairs or 
around gnawed holes.
 Check near walls, food sup-
plies and pathways for drop-
pings. Fresh droppings are dark 

and soft; old droppings are hard, 
or gray and brittle. Fresh drop-
pings are a sure sign of a current 
infestation.
 Watch.
 Dusty areas often show signs 
of pawprints or tailmarks. Sprin-
kle flour around the area and 
check for tracks for a few days.
 Place a small quantity of food 
where rats can get at it, and 
check daily for signs of feeding.

How Rats Get In
 Once you know how rats 
come into a building, you can 
check your home for places they 
could use and take steps to 
prevent them from moving in. 
Rats (and mice) can enter build-
ings:through cracks or holes in 
walls or foundations, even holes 
as small as a dime;
 by digging under house 
foundations if they are shallow 
enough;
 through open windows, doors, 
sidewalk grates, or vents (check 
in the basement or walls for vent 
openings);
 by squeezing through open-
ings in the foundation or wall 
for pipes or wires; through floor 
drains, quarter inch gaps un-
der doors, letter drops and fan 
openings; and from inside large 
packages of food or merchandise.

Keeping Rats Out
 It is much easier to keep rats 
out than to get rid of them once 
they have moved in. But, taking 
these steps help control rats once 
they have come in. It’s a three-
step approach.
 Don’t feed rats. Limit their 
food source by placing trash in 
covered metal or heavy duty plas-
tic trash containers. The heavy 
duty plastic cans on wheels are 
resistant to rats’ chewing, and 
so are metal cans. Fix plumb-
ing leaks to cut off their water 
source. Keep the house and yard 

neat and clean. Remove uneaten 
pet foods. Don’t fill up your bird 
feeder. Clean up food spills. Store 
food in rat-resistant containers. 
Avoid storing food in basements.
 Remove rats’ shelter. Indoors, 
replace wooden basement floors 
with poured concrete. Place stor-
age racks at a height of 18 inches 
above the floor. Move appliances, 
sinks and cabinets so they are 
flush against the wall or out far 
enough that you can clean behind 
them. Outdoors, restrict their 
shelter by rat-proofing all build-
ings in the area and removing 
outside shelters like appliances, 
junk piles, old fences and walls. 
Keep the property, including al-
leys and yards, clean and trash-
free. Pile wood and other stored 
items at least 18 inches above 
the ground and away from the 
walls. Clean out the area behind 
wooden steps, especially those 
leading into the house.
 Keep them out. Put in self-clos-
ing doors that open outward, and 
use latches or spring locks to 
keep doors closed. Check to see 
that doors and windows close 
tightly, and use metal screens 
on all windows that are kept 
open. Protect basement windows 
with a 1/2 inch wire mesh (called 
hardware cloth). Cover the edges 
of doors, windows and screens, 
which can be gnawed, with sheet 
metal or hardware cloth. Make 
a collar around pipe and wire 
openings into the house with 
pieces of sheet metal or tin cans. 
Rats cannot easily gnaw through 
metal. Fasten floor drains tightly 
to keep sewer rats from coming 
in.
 

Getting Rid of Rats
 The two best ways to remove 
rats are traps or poison. The use 
of either requires caution!
 Traps. Choose wooden base 

ulation is expanding even faster, 
thanks to the many food sources 
for rats to feast on, such as open 
trash containers and plastic bags 
filled with food on the streets, as 
well as large burrowing holes for 
rats to breed.
 District 9 Councilor Liz Bren-
don, a sponsor of the hearing, told 
her colleagues that this is the 
fifth hearing on rats that she has 
attended in as many years, but 
now there is talk of hiring a rat 
czar and establishing a separate 
department to deal with what 
many councillors are calling a 
quality-of-life issue.
 In a previous meeting, Ward 
8 City Councillor Sharon Durkan 
stressed the urgency of address-
ing the problem.
 “Residents should reach out to 
my office if they see an uptick of 
rat activity on the streets, as this 
is a major priority for my office,” 
Durkan said at that time. “My 
team has been working closely 
with the hardworking staff at 
the Inspectional Services Depart-
ment to make sure rat burrows 
and sewers are baited, and I’m 
glad we have such dedicated 
partners at ISD for our rat miti-
gation efforts.”
 During the April 9 hearing, 
District 2 City Councillor Ed Fly-
nn asked how many inspectors 
from ISD are working on rodent 
control. He was told by the city’s 
Chief of Operations, Dion Irish, 
that there are 14 full-time inspec-
tors who work basically Monday 
through Thursday.  Flynn noted 
that many problems occur during 
the weekend when there are no 
ISD inspectors working, though 
Irish pointed out that there are 
other inspectors from other de-
partments who are on-call and 
who can address a rat problem. 
 However, the overall tone at 
the hearing was upbeat in view of 
the city’s hiring of Corrigan as a 
consultant to design a rat control 
program for the city.

 In addition, in March coun-
cilors established the Boston 
Rodent Action Plan (BRAP)  to 
identify possible steps to address 
the problem. 
 Corrigan told the committee 
that a simple solution is “no food, 
no rats.” He also showed some of 
the rat-proof barrels that are in 
use.  Corrigan, who is completing 
his report for city officials and 
expects it to be ready in a few 
weeks, thanked the city workers 
who helped him to go into the 
field to find the places where 
rats live and breed, such as alleys 
with food and the sewers, where 
rats peer from cracks in the brick 
walls.   
 He also offered some “band-
aid approaches” for the time be-
ing, such as making sure that 
construction projects are done 
with thought about the conse-
quences to adjacent areas so that 
the rats do not migrate to a quiet-
er place, creating a new problem 
in a new area.
 District 6 Councilor Benjamin 
Webber is a member of the Com-
mittee on studying the rat prob-
lem. Weber represents Jamaica 
Plain on the City Council.
 And there was a final, sober-
ing piece of advice that Corrigan 
offered: Just one rat-infested 
property can affect up to 10 oth-
er adjacent properties that never 
have had a problem with rats and 
mice.
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— Seeing rats? Tips for controlling them —

One of the signs of rats is their 
burrows.

Rat traps are one way to combat the rodent.

Rats
Continued from page 1
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snap traps, and enlarge the traps 
by fastening a 2-inch square of 
cardboard to each trigger. Set out 
several traps at a time - at least 
10 if you think there are many 
rats. Place the traps behind box-
es and against walls, so that the 
rats must pass over the trigger. 
Be sure the traps are out of the 
reach of children and pets! Fas-
ten food attractive to rats, such 
as peanut butter, raisin bread, 
bacon or gumdrops, tightly on 
the trigger of each trap. Don’t 
let the trap run out of bait. An 
advantage to traps is that they 
are less of a hazard to children 
and pets than poison.
 Poison. Warfarin, chloro-
phaconone, and Pival are all rat 
poisons. They work by making 
the rats’ blood unable to clot, so 
the rats die of internal bleeding. 
Rat poisons must be fed daily 
for six to 10 days. Read the poi-
son label before you begin, and 
be careful to follow all steps. 
Watch out for children and pets! 

Make sure the baits are clearly 
marked, and put them in low 
traffic, secure areas that might 
attract rats, such as under or 
behind boards, boxes, pipes or 
cans, and out of the rain and 
snow. Remove the baits when 
all signs of rats are gone. Follow 
what the label says about how to 
dispose of the leftover poison. If, 
after a month or two, there are 
still signs of rats, skip a month 
and start again. Stopping for a 
month and then starting helps 
keep the rats from building up 
resistance to the poison.
 Keeping Rats Under Control
If you do have rats, it’s a com-
munity problem and the entire 
neighborhood should work to-
gether.
Once the rat infestation is under 
control, the goal is to prevent 
them from coming back. Help 
yourself and your neighbors by 
keeping trash picked up and 
placed in covered, rat-resistant 
containers. Promptly remove or 
repair any shelter areas, such 
as fences and old appliances. 
Periodically check for new entry 
holes into neighborhood build-
ings, and seal them up quickly.
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By penny & ed cheruBino

Do you find yourself eating 
more noodle dishes both at home 
and away? We know we’ve ex-
panded our noodle consumption 
over the past few years. As we 
explored more Asian cuisines 
and shopped more often in Chi-
natown, the selection of noodles 
in our pantry has grown. 

Penny has studied Vietnam-
ese and Thai cooking and learned 
that many of our favorite restau-
rant dishes are relatively easy 
to prepare at home once we pur-
chase the appropriate noodles.

Asian Noodle Varieties
Our copy of “The Deluxe Food 

Lover’s Companion” contains a 
separate entry for Asian noodles. 
It explains, “Though some Asian-
style noodles are wheat-based, 
many others are made from 
ingredients such as rice flour, 
potato flour, buckwheat flour, 
cornstarch, and bean, yam, or 
soybean starch. Among the more 
popular are China’s cellophane 
noodles (made from mung-bean 
starch), egg noodles (usually 
wheat-based), rice noodles, and 
Japan’s Harusame (made with 
soybean, rice or potato flour), ra-
men (wheat-based egg noodles), 
and soba (which contain buck-
wheat flour).”

The noodle aisles offer a 
wealth of options for those with 
dietary restrictions. One of our 
favorite ramen noodles contains 

millet and brown rice. We have 
an excellent option for a quick 
meal in a stock of fully cooked 
Udon noodles that we use in cold 
dishes, heated in the microwave, 
or tossed straight from the pack-
age into stir-fries.

If you grew up with flash-fried 
ramen noodles, try the newer 
air-dried versions. These noo-
dles have only three ingredients: 
flour, water, and salt. The tradi-
tional versions are fried in cano-
la, cottonseed, or palm oil and 
may contain 18% saturated fat. 
We enjoy the air-dried, bouncy 
texture and quick cooking and 
appreciate that they have zero 
saturated fat.

Preparing Asian Noodles
Ramen noodle soups tran-

sitioned from China to Japan 
around the turn of the 20th Cen-
tury. Wikipedia notes that in 
1958, Momofuku Ando of Nissin 
Foods invented instant noodles. 
For many of us, his “Cup of Noo-
dles” was our introduction to 
preparing Asian noodles. Even 
that, we were doing wrong. It 
was not until 2023 that Nissin 
announced they had changed 
their packaging, and it was now 
safe to microwave the product.

With so many different Asian 
noodles, both fresh and dried, 
it took some study and expert 
advice for us to master preparing 
them. We turned to a few food 
vloggers we trusted to show us 
the way. We suggest you go to 

YouTube and search for Marion’s 
Kitchen’s “Preparing Asian Noo-
dles,” Pailin’s Kitchen’s “Never 
Cook Mushy, Broken Rice Noo-
dles Again!,” or Woks of Life’s 
“How to Cook Lo Mein Noodles.” 
All three videos are full of tips 
and demonstrations from experts 
who are also good teachers. You 
might also like America’s Test 
Kitchen’s “Asian Noodles 101: 
Ramen, Soba, Udon, Lo Mein, 
Rice Stick” for a basic overview.

Read the package instructions 
and see if they make sense, but 
remember that learning how 
these noodles are prepared in 
their countries of origin may 
be more helpful. Some are best 
soaked, others boiled, some need 
a cold rinse after cooking, and 
others should be tossed with oil 
while they wait for the next step.

The good news is that Asian 
noodles are inexpensive and add 
something good to your meal, 
whether overcooked or under-
cooked. Start with a favorite noo-
dle in a dish you know, and mas-
ter the preparation that makes 
that noodle perfect for you. Then, 
choose another noodle and an-
other until you have a range of 
noodle options to create quick 
and healthy meals.

Do you have a question or 
topic for Fresh & Local? Email 
Penny@BostonZest.com with 
your suggestion.

Fresh and Local

Asian noodles

On Thursday, June 6, the 
Massachusetts Historical Society 
(MHS) will host its Making His-
tory Gala at the Fairmont Copley 
Plaza in Boston. The event will 
feature renowned presidential 
historian and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author Doris Kearns Good-
win. The evening will commence 
with a cocktail reception at 5:30 
pm, followed by a three-course 
dinner, engaging speaking pro-
gram, and live paddle raise. The 
fundraising event promises an 
unforgettable evening for history 
enthusiasts to come together to 
support the MHS. Tickets, as 
well as individual and corporate 
sponsorships, are now available 
for purchase. For more informa-

tion or to purchase a ticket or 
sponsorship package, please visit 
https://www.masshist.org/gala.

Doris Kearns Goodwin is a 
world-renowned historian and 
Pulitzer Prize-winning New 
York Times #1 best-selling au-
thor. Throughout her five-decade 
career, Goodwin has received nu-
merous awards and accolades 
for her insightful studies of U.S. 
presidents. Her bestselling books 
include “Lyndon Johnson and 
the American Dream,” and “No 
Ordinary Time: Franklin and 
Eleanor Roosevelt: The Home 
Front in World War II,” which 
won a Pulitzer Prize. “Team of 
Rivals: The Political Genius of 
Abraham Lincoln” was awarded 
a Lincoln Prize and served as 
the basis for Steven Spielberg’s 
film “Lincoln,” starring Dan-

iel Day-Lewis in an Academy 
Award-winning performance as 
Abraham Lincoln. At the Gala, 
in conversation with MHS Pres-
ident Catherine Allgor Goodwin 
will discuss her new memoir, 
An Unfinished Love Story: A 
Personal History of the 1960s.

The MHS, founded in 1791, is 
the nation’s first historical soci-
ety and an invaluable resource 
for American history, life, and 
culture. Its mission is to promote 
understanding of Massachusetts 
and the nation’s history, and it 
is dedicated to making history 
accessible to all. The MHS uses 
its resources to educate, connect, 
and inspire the public through 
research, programs, workshops, 

and exhibitions. All proceeds 
from the Making History Gala 
will support the MHS’s mission.

Individual tickets for the 2024 
Making History Gala start at 
$500 per person. For individ-
ual sponsorships, the Making 
History Gala offers three levels, 
starting at $2,500. Corporate 
sponsorship packages, which 
cater to a range of budgets and 
marketing objectives, start at 
$6,500. To make a purchase or 
to learn more about the Making 
History Gala, please visit https://
www.masshist.org/gala. 

 For further information or 
Gala-related questions, please 
contact Sarah Brugge at sbrug-
ge@masshist.org. 

MHS hosts making history gala with Pulitzer prize-winning author Doris Kearns Goodwin

Doris Kearns Goodwin.
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the beautiful panoramic views of 
the Boston skyline that Fitzger-
ald Park offers.

In addition to planting trees, 
flowers, and greenery, volunteers 
also worked enthusiastically to 
clear sumac, invasive plants, 

and noxious weeds throughout 
the Park. Their tireless effort 
not only improved the look of 
Fitzgerald Park, but they were 
the first step in making way 
for, beautiful, native meadows in 
the future! If you want to assist 
MHNHS in planting these mead-
ows at Fitzgerald Park, email 
intern@missionhillnhs.org.
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Arbor Day
Continued from page 1

Circle Members
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, City of Boston Credit 

Union, Dana Farber Cancer Center, Needham Bank, New 
England Baptist Hospital, Northeastern University and 

Wentworth Institute of Technology.

Mission Hill Main Streets
1542 Tremont Street 
Boston, MA 02115
(617) 232  0182
missionhilllmainstreetsboston@gmail.com
https://explore.missionhillmainstreet.com

Corporate Buddy

MISSION HILL MAIN STREETS

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!
Eat, Play, Live

Please join MHMS as we celebrate and honor all moth-
ers’ by wishing them a wonderful, Happy Mothers Day 
on Sunday, May 12th! Check Mission Hill’s local restau-
rants for Mother’s Day Specials for dine in, take out or 

delivery and make their day truly memorable.

MHNHS HOLDS ANNUAL ARBOR DAY CELEBRATION

 Pictured here are several of the volunteers posing for a picture after their hard work.

Student volunteers can be seen here beginning to plant the Canadian Hemlock tree and a 
Pignut Hickory. Both are native to the area and MHNHS is thrilled to add the new species to 
their Arboretum.

PHOTOS COURTESY NANCY AHMADIFAR
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What’s Happening on Main Streets
By courtney Wright

Special to the gazette

“May is a month of rebirth, 
of renewed vitality and energy.” 
-Lailah Akita 

Despite April being a wash 
weather wise, I am optimistic for 
a sunnier May and season ahead 
(even if the Farmer’s Almanac 
disagrees). 

May 1st officially kicks off 
Outdoor Dining and patio season 
in the City of Boston and I know 
we are all looking forward to 
spending more time outside as 
the weather warms up and our 
nice days multiply. Our local 
restaurants are busy this week 
setting up their seating areas, 
picking up their “No Parking” 
signs at City Hall and planting 
their flower boxes- even Yellow 
Door- don’t let the scaffolding 
fool you- the patio vibes are com-
ing to Wigglesworth. On behalf of 
MH Main Streets, thank you for 
all the effort you all put into cre-
ating inviting and bright spaces 
for our community to enjoy to-
gether after months of rain and 
cold- we appreciate you! 

As the patios come out over 
the next couple of weeks, the 
light pole banners have been 
permitted and will be returning 
to the business district, as well 
as the American flags in antici-
pation of Memorial Day on May 
27th. One thing you may notice 
missing this spring are the usu-
al  grey planters that have been 
placed around the business dis-
trict for the last half decade or so. 
As we as a Main Streets Board 
consider ways to use incoming 
beautification grant funding, we 
are exploring some upgrades in 

terms of spring planters and hol-
iday décor more broadly. We are 
talking through some ideas with 
business owners and as a Board 
to find ways to bring some color 
and vitality to the neighborhood 
as we work with vendors and the 
City to acquire updated streets-
cape décor. If you’d like to put 
forth an idea or types of planters/
greenscapes/etc., please feel free 
to email me as always at mission-
hillmainstreetsboston@gmail.
com. Another update/upgrade to 
be aware of is our City of Boston 
Mission Hill neighborhood sign 
that has been missing for close 
to a year now from the median 
in Brigham Circle. I have been 
told that the City has a bid out 
to replace all of the neighborhood 
signs, with an anticipated com-
pletion date of mid-August. 

May is Small Business Month 
and the Main Streets districts 
will be working with the Of-
fice of Economic Development 

and Inclusion to highlight busi-
nesses and commercial districts 
throughout Boston. Look out for 
our very own Mission Hill spot-
light at the end of this month. 
Throughout May, Boston’s Office 
of Economic Opportunity and 
Inclusion (OEOI) will be hosting 
workshops and networking op-
portunities between Small Busi-
ness and relevant resources and 
departments. I will share the 

dates and types of opportunities 
as they are released and market-
ed over the coming weeks. 

While looking forward to May 
and the summer months, I’d be 
remiss not to highlight some of 
the great things that happened 
in April. Boston Building Re-
sources had a very fun, enlight-
ening and successful Earth Day 
event on April 20th- despite the 
rain, which thankfully tapered 

off as the day went on. Partici-
pants got to enjoy plantings, tie-
dye, live music and much more 
as BBR proved yet again how 
lucky we are to have them in our 
neighborhood as our go-to source 
on all things sustainability and 
green. On April 26th, Mission 
Hill Neighborhood Housing Ser-
vices had a beautiful Friday for 

Youth Dance Team at MH Little League Opening Day.

Mitch Hilton singing the national anthem at Opening Day.

Councilor Henry Santana 
and long-time MH resident 
and Little League supporter/
parent Suzanne Hauck.

Continued on page 10
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their Annual Arbor Day event 
in Kevin Fitzgerald Park. It was 
a great event that featured live 
music, community gathering and 
lots of intense volunteer work 
pruning and planting the park 
and now officially designated Ar-
boretum. Thank you to MHNHS 
for continuing to bring fun events 
and opportunities for collabora-
tion to Fitz Park for the neigh-
borhood to enjoy! 

This past Saturday, Mission 
Hill Little League had a bus-
tling opening day up on Parker 
Hill Ave. I don’t know if it was 
the warm sunny weather, or the 
full court (neighborhood) press 
on recruitment by Dan Weldon, 
but sign-ups hovered around 150 
and necessitated the creation of a 
couple more teams to accommo-
date the interest in the League 

this season. I would be lying if 
I said I didn’t tear up a couple 
of times seeing all of the enthu-
siasm of new players running 
into the park and up to Dan and 
his clipboard to sign up, and 
later a couple of those players 
first hits at bat- (I blame the 
pollen). In addition to sunshine 
and a packed field, there was 
grilling, refreshments (thank 
you Maria and Mike’s Donuts), 
youth dancers, and an impromp-
tu glimpse at the vocal stylings 
of Mitch Hilton as he took one 
for the team and sang the Na-
tional Anthem. City Councilor 
at-Large Henry Santana was in 
attendance and spoke about his 
days in the League and the im-
portance of accessible programs 
for youth in the summertime. 
He was joined by the new Office 
of Neighborhood Housing’s Mis-
sion Hill liaison Maccon Bonner 
who hung around throughout the 
event meeting constituents in his 

new role. Thank you to the Pud-
dingstone Tavern for providing 
space and food after the event for 
coaches, friends and fundraisers 
of the Little League. 

May is a very busy month city-
wide and around the neighbor-
hood! It is exciting but also still 
being evolving so please stay on 
the lookout for upcoming events 
and opportunities that may not 
be included here.

Don’t Miss…
-THIS Saturday, May 4th from 

6-9 p.m. Solid Ground Café is 
hosting another food pop-up in 
their space! This time, Hanoahan 
Laos Food and Solid Ground will 
be blending the vibrant flavors 
of Laos cuisine with a modern 
American twist. Go to https://
www.solidgroundcafe.com/ or 
stop by the Café to pre-order 
your plates for the pop-up! 

- M a y  4 t h , 5 t h , 1 1 t h , 
12th,16th,17th Emily’s Flower 
Kitchen will be back at Solid 
Ground with bouquets available 
to preorder (also at solidground-
cafe.com) and pick up for all of 
the May festivities (local colleges 
graduations, Mother’s Day, etc)

-May 23rd, Mission Hill Gram-
mar School’s 8th Annual Road to 
College Gala…check out mission-
grammar.org for more details on 
tickets and timing. Did you know 
that 2024 marks 135 years that 

Mission Grammar has served 
this neighborhood?!

-Annual Memorial Day re-
membrance event with the Mis-
sion Hill Post and Main Streets, 
May 27th in Brigham Circle. 
Time TBD

-May 28-31 Small Business 
Week

-June 19th- third annual 
MHMS/MFA/Mission Hill Artists 
Collective Juneteenth event at 
the MFA. We are excited to once 
again exhibit Mission Hill artists 
at the Museum of Fine Arts free 
community celebration. Please 

join us in the Atrium between 
10:00am and 3:00pm to view the 
artwork of LeShonda Zene, Am-
inata Dakowa, Zahira Nurtruth, 
and Michelle Zene.  Enjoy an ar-
ray of paintings, fabric creations, 
fluid art of handcrafted paper 
items, resin and more.  

If there is anything I missed 
that you’d like to promote or have 
shared on social media, or the 
soon to be resurrected newslet-
ter, please reach out: missionhill-
mainstreetsboston@gmail.com.

GO CELTICS! 
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WE WANT TO 
HEAR FROM 

YOU...

The Gazette welcomes letters to 
the  editor. Word limit: 500. 

Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m. one week 
before publication. Letters  may be 
emailed to letters@JamaicaPlain-

Gazette.com. Please include 
address and telephone number for 
verification purposes. Anonymous 
letters will not be published.  More 

information:  617-524-7662
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Mission Hill Main Streets honored the 2020 award recipients 

who were recognized for their contributions to the community. 

Pictured, Volunteer of the Year Recipient - Dan Weldon, MH 

Little League with MHMS Board members Chorlette O’Neil, 

Toni Komst and Eric Alden. See Pages 8 and 9 for story and 

more photos.

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

By Lauren Bennett

The Coalition for a Truly Affordable Boston, a group of residents and community orga-nizations who are calling on May-or Martin Walsh to strengthen the city’s Inclusionary Develop-ment Policy (IDP), held a virtual speak-out on December 9 where members explained the current ID) policy and what they would like to see changed. 

Jaya Ajyer, a Community Or-ganizer at the Fenway Commu-nity Development Corporation (CDC) explained that the city’s current IDP includes a rule that developers must provide 13 per-cent affordable housing in new buildings, but “we know that 13 percent is not enough,” she said. “This 13 percent is supposed to go toward units in the building to be affordable, or it can go to external affordable development 

or job training.” She also said that “we know now that affordable is not really affordable,” and many of these units are “out of reach” for Black and Indigenous people of color and households without housing vouchers.
The City of Boston uses Area Median Income (AMI) as a mea-sure for defining affordability, she said, but the AMI for Bos-

Chang-Diaz in support of the state’s police reform bill, but calls out its flaws 
By Lauren Bennett

The police reform bill has been at the front of the minds of the Massachusetts Legislature this month, with the bill being sent to Governor Baker at the beginning of the month, which he sent back with amendments. A new version is now before the Governor again after being approved by the Sen-ate and the House.Baker initially responded with some amendments that some elected officials, including Sen-ator Sonia Chang-Diaz, whose district covers Mission Hill, did not agree with. In an email newsletter on De-cember 19,  Chang-Diaz wrote, “The changes cut at one of the central goals of the bill: to not just hold officers accountable for mis-conduct, but to reduce and pre-vent that very misconduct from 

Coalition for A Truly Affordable Boston 
calls for changes to the City’s IDP

Continued on page 6

By John Lynds

On Monday Shirley Nolan, a retired teacher and resident of the Benjamin Healthcare Cen-ter in Mission Hill, became the first long-term care resident in Massachusetts to receive the new COVID-19 vaccine. Nolan received her vaccine during a closed media event at the Benjamin Healthcare Center in Mission Hill. “I’m glad that I got a shot of something that can help this virus that’s going around,” Nolan told reporters after receiving the first dose of her COVID vaccine. “This could be the start of help-ing people stop dying.”Nolan, a resident of the Ben-

jamin Healthcare Center got her shot at the center’s first floor din-ing room. The Benjamin Health-care Center is a Joint Commis-sion, accredited Medicare and Medicaid skilled nursing, reha-bilitation, and long care facility on Fisher Avenue in Mission Hill.This week the Baker-Poli-to Administration launched a COVID-19 vaccine dashboard to update the public on vaccine distribution and progress on a weekly basis. The dashboard will be posted every Thursday by 5 p.m. and will include information on vaccine supply distribution, administration and other data. The new dashboard can be found on the mass.gov/covidvaccine 

COVID-19 vaccines arrive in Mission Hill State launches phased vaccination plan and dashboard

Shirley Nolan receives the COVID-19 vaccine at Benjamin 

Healthcare Center in Mission Hill. The retired teacher is the first 

long-term care resident in Massachusetts to receive a vaccine 

under a federal program to prioritize long-term care residents.

(Photo courtesy of WHDH which was picked as for pool 

photography for the closed media event). 

Continued on page 5
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Main Streets
Continued from page 9

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Parents and players watching the MH Little League Opening 
Day events.

surrounding neighborhoods.
 • Youth Programing: Activa-
tions aimed to serve persons 20 
years old and younger.

 "There is a pressing demand 
for more innovative, inclusive, 
and accessible nighttime activ-
ities," said Corean Reynolds, 

Director of Nightlife Economy 
for the City of Boston. “Through 
the Wake Up the Night Grant 
Pilot Program, we are excited to 
directly invest in people and or-
ganizations that are reimagining 
Boston’s nightlife.” 
 The Grant is open to individ-
uals, nonprofit organizations, or 
businesses working in partner-
ship with community partners. 
Applicants must be Boston resi-
dents or demonstrate that their 

project is led by partners who are 
Boston residents.
 The Wake Up the Night Grant 
is an Office of Nightlife Economy 
initiative. The Office, launched 
in March 2023, works to cre-
ate a more robust and equitable 
nightlife economy to enhance 
the overall quality of life for 
residents of Boston. For more 
information about the Office of 
Nightlife Economy, visit boston.
gov/nightlife.

Wake Up The Night
Continued from page 3
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7-Eleven Store ......................................................... 415 Center / Huntingtin Ave
Levinson Bldg ................................................................ 835 Huntington Aveenue
Neville Building ......................................................................Huntington Avenue
Rob.ther.parks Comm.bldg ..................................................... Mission Park Drive
Flynn House ..........................................................................  805 Huntington Ave
Huntington Market................................................................818 Huntington Ave
Huntntgton Pizza ..................................................................784 Huntington Ave
Carman' S Beauty Salon ........................................................764 Huntington Ave
Green Coffe Shop ...................................................................750 Huntington Ave
Davos Wine& Spirits .............................................................754 Huntington Ave
Flames ....................................................................................746 Huntington Ave
Hollywood Dry Cleaners ........................................................742 Huntington Ave
Udb Uq ...................................................................................738 Huntington Ave
Halal Indian Cuisine .............................................................766 Huntington Ave
Brigham Liquors ....................................................................732 Huntington Ave
Brighman Circle Chines ........................................................728 Huntington Ave
The Mission Pub ....................................................................724 Huntington Ave
Stop & Shop  ................................................................. Tremont And Huntington
Walgreens ..................................................................... Tremont And Huntington
J P L Ick's ................................................................... Tremonte And Huntington
Bank Of America ........................................................ Tremonte And Huntington
Citizens Bank ............................................................. Tremonte And Huntington

Puddingston Tavenen ................................................................. 1592 Tremont St
Tremont House Of Pizza ............................................................. 1590 Tremont St
Subway Sandwiches  .................................................................. 1578 Tremont St
Mini Mart .................................................................................... 1576 Tremont St
Boston Property .......................................................................... 1570 Tremont St
Elen Real State  .......................................................................... 1568 Tremont St
Spinney Auto Insurance ............................................................. 1560 Tremont St
Mikes Donut................................................................................ 1524 Tremont St
Lillys Gourmet ............................................................................ 1528 Tremont St
Grispy Dough Pizza ............................................................1514  Huntington Ave
Wan Convenience ....................................................................... 1508 Tremont St
Discount Auto Part ..................................................................... 1486 Tremont St
Laundromat ................................................................................ 1460 Tremont St
Dunkin Donut ............................................................................. 1631 Tremont St
Solstice Café ................................................................................ 1623 Tremont St
Mission Hill Liquors ................................................................... 1623 Tremont St
Flann O'brien 'S .......................................................................... 1621 Tremont St
Mn American Legion .................................................................. 1617 Tremont St
Mission Hill Properties  ............................................................1607 Trewmont St
Mission Hill Post Office .............................................................. 1575 Tremont St
1575 Longwood Street Apts ........................................................ 1575 Tremont St
Needham Bank .................................................................................... Tremont St
Bruggels Bakery ...................................................................... 375 Longwood Ave
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Hill Happenings

Visit MissionHillGazette.com

Special to the gazette

 Mayor Michelle Wu, in partner-
ship with Downtown North As-
sociation, announced the return 
of the Boston Playoff Hub on 
Canal Street, creating a car-free 
zone for fans to gather before 
and during home playoff games 
at TD Garden. The return of 
this pedestrian zone builds on 

Mayor Wu’s commitment to re-
imagining Boston’s streets and 
transforming public space in a 
way that’s enjoyable for resi-
dents, small business owners, 
and visitors.
“We’re thrilled to give Boston 
fans an opportunity with both 
the Bruins and the Celtics in 
the playoffs this year to come 
together safely, cheer on their 
favorite teams, and support our 

local businesses,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “I’m grateful to 
our partners for working with 
us to bring back the Playoff Hub, 
creating a joyful experience for 
our hockey and basketball fans. 
I encourage everyone to come 
out before and during the playoff 
games to build community and 
support our teams.”
“This is a really great thing for 
us to be doing to ensure we are 
encouraging local fans to sup-
port small businesses while cel-
ebrating Boston’s legacy as the 
city of champions at the teams’ 
doorstep! Our fans show up for 
our iconic teams year after year, 
so I can’t wait to take part in 
these festivities as we root for 
the Celtics and Bruins to take it 
all the way,” said District 8 City 
Councilor Sharon Durkan.
The Playoff Hub will be free and 
open to the public, providing 
more space for residents and 
visitors to gather outdoors and 
celebrate Boston’s home teams. 
Canal Street will be closed from 

noon on game days, through one 
hour after the game ends. Park-
ing regulations will be posted 
ahead of the first Bruins play-
off game on Saturday, April 20. 
Vehicles in violation of posted 
regulations will be towed. 
“We are looking forward to creat-
ing vibrancy and camaraderie on 
Canal Street,” said Segun Idowu, 
Chief of Economic Opportunity 
and Inclusion. “Activating this 
space will give visitors and resi-
dents the opportunity to support 
local businesses while support-
ing Boston’s sports teams.” 
“We are grateful to Mayor Wu 
and the City of Boston for bring-
ing back the Playoff Hub on Ca-
nal Street,” said Glen Thorn-
borough, President of TD Gar-
den and COO of Boston Bruins. 
“With both teams in the playoffs, 
it’s a great opportunity for fans 
to gather before games and bring 
the palpable energy from TD 
Garden out into the community.”
“There’s nowhere quite like TD 
Garden, especially on Celtics and 

Bruins gamedays,” said Rich Go-
tham, President of the Boston 
Celtics. “We extend our appreci-
ation to Mayor Wu and the City 
of Boston for bringing back the 
Playoff Hub on Canal Street, 
which creates a space outdoors 
for fans to continue cheering 
on both teams and support lo-
cal businesses throughout the 
playoffs.”   
“The Downtown North Associa-
tion is excited to see the return 
of Canal Street as the Playoff 
Hub,” said Jay Walsh, Execu-
tive Director of Downtown North 
Association. “We look forward to 
welcoming Bruins and Celtics 
fans to the area and to create 
a festive atmosphere.  We are 
grateful to Mayor Wu and our 
members look forward to what 
will hopefully be lengthy playoff 
runs for both teams.”  
The first Bruins playoff game 
will be on Saturday, April 20. 
The first Celtics playoff game is 
Sunday, April 21.

Mayor Wu announces return of Playoff Hub on Canal Street

By Maurice ‘MoSSy’ Martin

Special to the gazette

Mission Hill mourned the 
death of George Traylor, who 
passed away last month. 

George loved  politics ,and he 
was an aide to Mission Hill State 
Rep. Kevin Fitzgerald, after Kev-
in won his initial race in 1974. 
George later worked as a lobbyist 
serving health care clients, in-
cluding the Boston City Hospital. 

George, a graduate of Boston 
Latin School,  was a terrific whist 
player. I spent  hours with him in 
the dingy back room of the Mis-
sion Hill Post and at Ed Burke’s 
Tavern playing that great game. 
George and his whist partner, 
Dave Prendergast, were a tough 
pair to beat. 

In 1841 Edgar Allan Poe wrote: 
“Men of the highest order of intel-
lect have been known to take an 
unaccountable delight in whist.” 

More important than being a 
great whist player, George Tray-
lor was a great guy, God Bless 
George and his family.

Texas Hold ‘em is also a great 
card game and Kacy Hughes is 
an aspiring player. When Kacy 
stopped in Mike’s Donuts for a 
coffee last week, I broke out my 
deck of cards and dealt her a 
hand, and we talked strategy. 
Kacy is a quick learner,  and 
although not quite ready for ca-
sino action, after a few more of 
my lessons she’ll be among the 
elite Texas Hold ‘em players in 
her Jamaica Plain neighborhood.

Condolences to the family of 
Leo Motsis, who passed away 
last month. 

Leo, from Mission Hill, comes 
from a terrific family with a vir-
tuous work ethic. Leo’s mother, 
Elizabeth Motsis, became the 
proprietor of Elizabeth’s Variety, 
a popular store at Hillside and 
Wait  Street in 1946. 

I didn’t know Leo, but I’m good 
friends with his brother Nick, as 
I was with his late brother Soc-
rates Motsis. 

R.I.P. Leo. 

Tony “Amps” Pitts did a fine job 

organizing the “Beantown Slam,” 
a youth development basketball 
showcase with an emphasis on 
schoolwork last month at the 
South Shore YMCA in Quincy. 

Thanks to sponsors Mike’s Do-
nuts and the New England Bap-
tist Hospital, who both helped 
make the event a sparkling suc-
cess.

There have been many com-
plaints from Hillside Street resi-
dents regarding their mail deliv-
ery. Often it will be three days 
before the mailman makes an 
appearance, and then he throws 
the bundled mail on the porch. 

Mike McNamara, who lives on 
the Hill, was the previous letter 
carrier in that Hillside Street 
area, and Mike was efficient and 
cheerful. 

Six months ago, Nick Motsis, 
a Hillside Street resident for 80 
years, called  Congresswoman 
Ayanna Pressley, whose district 
includes Mission Hill, and he 
politely left a message about the 
unacceptable U.S. mail service. 
At this writing, Nick hasn’t re-

ceived a return call back from 
her office.

The Mission Grammar School’s 
Road to College Gala will be held 
May 23 at the Priest Garden 
at Mission Grammar. Brittany 
Johnson from WCVB-TV Chan-
nel 5 will co-host the event for 
this wonderful school, which 
opened in 1889. For ticket info, 
go to missiongrammar.org/road-
tocollege.

The Mission Hill Post 327 held 
a meeting last week at Victory 
Point Restaurant in Quincy, and 
as a volunteer, I was pleased to 
receive my nice M.H. Post jacket. 

Please stop by the memorial 
site at Brigham Circle on Me-
morial Day, May 27 and join the 
Mission Hill Post members in re-
membrance of our fallen Mission 
Hill veterans. The event begins at 
11 a.m., and there will be coffee 
and donuts from Mike’s Donuts 
for early arrivals. 

The first Memorial Day ob-
servance (then called Decoration 
Day) took place May 30, 1868. 

At that time Union soldiers and 
military personnel  decorated the 
graves of their fallen comrades.

If you see Laura Adams around 
the Hill on Mother’s Day, May 
12, wish this lovely lady a Hap-
py Birthday and birthday best 
wishes to Laura’s brother, Boston 
Police Officer Danny Adams, on 
May 18.

The weather was perfect for 
Arbor Day last Friday celebrat-
ed at Kevin Fitzgerald Park 
and sponsored by Mission Hill 
Neighboring Housing Services. 
Students from various music en-
sembles participated in the Arbor 
Day celebration, including bass 
player Jake Blackford. It was cool 
to see the planting of the trees at 
Fitzgerald Park.

In 1913 Joyce Kilmer wrote 
in his poem ‘Trees’:  “A tree that 
looks at God all day and lifts her 
leafy arms to pray.” 

Maurice can be reached at 
mossymartin2@gmail.com.

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588
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Special to the gazette

 In alignment with the 
Biden-Harris Administration’s 
call to support students in com-
pleting their Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), 
the Healey-Driscoll Administra-
tion announced  that the Depart-
ment of Higher Education (DHE) 
has moved the priority deadline 
for its largest state financial aid 
program, MASSGrant, from May 
1 to July 1, 2024. This later 
deadline gives Massachusetts 
students more time to complete 
their FAFSA for the 2024-2025 
academic year.
 MASSGrant is a need-based 
financial aid program that helps 
to cover educational expenses at 
state public and private colleges 
and universities. During FAFSA 
Week of Action, the administra-
tion is encouraging students to 
complete their FAFSA as soon 
as possible.
 “Massachusetts is home to 
the greatest higher education 
institutions in the world, but we 
need to make sure that students 
are able to access that education. 
That’s why our administration 
has taken action to significant-
ly expand financial aid,” said 
Governor Maura Healey. “We 
are extending the MASSGrant 
deadline to ensure that students 
who qualify for this financial aid 
have enough time and support to 
apply and do not leave money on 
the table.”
 “Many students’ post-high 
school plans rest on whether 
or not they receive the finan-
cial aid needed to make going 
to college a reality,” said Lieu-
tenant Governor Kim Driscoll. 
“This year’s updated deadline 
supports students who have 
reported challenges completing 
this year’s new FAFSA, and the 
move is part of larger efforts to 
remove financial barriers to the 
life-changing opportunities that 
higher education offers.”   
 The extended priority dead-
line for MASSGrant comes in 
response to challenges that stu-
dents are facing as they work to 
complete the significantly updat-
ed FAFSA. Students who qualify 
for MASSGrant and apply by 
the July 1, 2024 priority dead-
line are guaranteed to receive 
financial assistance from this 
program. Students who cannot 
complete the FAFSA due to their 
immigration status can complete 
the MASFA to apply for state 
need-based financial aid. 

 “We’re happy to allow more 
time for FAFSA completion this 
year to support our students, 
families, and those in our K-12 
schools and educational commu-
nity who work tirelessly to help 
with FAFSA completion,” said 
Secretary of Education Patrick 
Tutwiler. “The Healey-Driscoll 
Administration, in partnership 
with the Legislature, is commit-
ted to helping students access 
higher education. We are hopeful 
that students will apply for fi-
nancial aid and take advantage 
of the many expanded oppor-
tunities to attend college more 
affordably.”  
 “Our message to students 
and families continues to remain 
the same: fill out the FAFSA as 
soon as possible,” said Commis-
sioner of Higher Education Noe 
Ortega. “This year’s extended 
deadline responds to feedback 
from students, campuses and 
other partners about this year’s 
unique challenges with FAFSA 
completion. We want students 
to know there are significant 
financial aid dollars available 
for those who qualify, and that 
persevering through completing 
the FAFSA is worth it.”  
 “This updated MASSGrant 
priority deadline is welcome 
news,” said Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Acting Com-
missioner Russell D. Johnston. 
“I hope students, especially first 
generation college students, will 
see the extended deadline and 
the Administration’s significant 
expansion of financial aid and 
realize that public higher edu-
cation is within reach.”   
 Along with Massachusetts’ 
longstanding MASSGrant pro-
gram, the Healey-Driscoll Ad-
ministration has brought histor-
ic increases in student financial 
aid. In August 2023, the admin-
istration launched MassRecon-
nect, which makes community 
college tuition and fees free for 
students ages 25 and older with-
out prior degrees, regardless of 
income. Then in November 2023, 
the administration launched 
MASSGrant Plus Expansion 
that provides free tuition and 
fees to Pell Grant-eligible stu-
dents at all Massachusetts 
public colleges and universities 
(not including room and board) 
along with a $1,200 allowance 
for books and supplies. The ex-
pansion of MASSGrant Plus also 
cuts tuition and fees in half for 
middle-income families earn-
ing an adjusted gross income 

between $73,000 and $100,000 
annually.   
 “Extending the MASSGrant 
deadline puts higher education 
within reach for more students 
and families in our Common-
wealth at a moment when we 
should be doing everything in 
our power to make college acces-
sible to every resident. I’m proud 
to live in a Commonwealth where 
education is a priority, and I 
applaud the Healey-Driscoll 
Administration for extending 
this deadline and giving fami-
lies more time to complete their 
FAFSA,” said Senate President 
Karen E. Spilka (D-Ashland).
 “As a former public school 
teacher, I understand firsthand 
the importance of ensuring equi-
table access to education,” said 
House Speaker Ronald J. Mari-
ano (D-Quincy). “I applaud the 
Healey-Driscoll Administration 
for extending the state’s applica-
tion deadline as it will be impact-
ful for students most in need of 
financial support to make college 
a reality.”
 “I applaud the Healey-
Driscoll Administration’s action 
to ensure as many students as 
possible have the opportunity to 
complete a FAFSA and to keep 
the doors to higher education 
wide open to students regardless 
of their financial situation,” said 
Senator Jo Comerford (D-Am-
herst), Senate Chair of the Joint 
Committee on Higher Education.
 “The college application pro-
cess has always been a chal-
lenging time for students and 
their families, this year made 
more difficult by the new FAF-
SA form rollout,” said House 
Chair of the Joint Committee on 
Higher Education Dave Rogers 
(D-Cambridge). “I commend the 
Healey-Driscoll Administration 
for extending the MASSGrant 
priority deadline and, more gen-
erally, for partnering with the 
House to expand access to higher 
education significantly.”
 “We should be doing every-
thing in our power to make ap-
plying to college and financial 
aid as accessible and simple as 
possible, said State Senator Ja-
son Lewis, Senate Chair of the 
Joint Committee on Education. 
“I am proud that the Healey-
Driscoll Administration and the 
State Legislature have been al-
locating significant funding and 
resources to make public high-
er education more accessible in 
Massachusetts. Extending the 
priority deadline for MASSGrant 

will allow more students to re-
ceive this financial support from 
the state to be able to attend 
college.”
 “I join with my colleagues in 
the House of Representatives as 
we welcome all tools available to 
aid students and their families to 
meet the challenges of financial 
concerns and, more importantly, 
the great opportunities of high-
er education,” said State Repre-
sentative Denise Garlick, House 
Chair of the Joint Committee on 
Education.
 How to complete the FAFSA 
for students and their families  
 • High school students are 
encouraged to inquire with their 
school counselor about applying 
for financial aid and applying to 
college. Additional resources are 
available for students looking for 
assistance completing the FAF-
SA, including the below contacts:   
 • MassEdCO serves stu-
dents who are low-income and 
first-generation to college. Stu-
dents can find local assistance 
with college access by entering 
their zip code on the MassEd-
CO website: Massachusetts Ed-
ucation & Career Opportunities, 
Inc. (MassEdCo). 
 • Watch the “FAFSA How to” 
videos.
 • FAFSA Day Massachusetts: 
fafsaday@gmail.com   
 • The Massachusetts Edu-
cational Financing Authority 
(MEFA): (800) 449-MEFA (6332), 
collegeplanning@mefa.org   
  • The Department of 
Higher Education’s Office of 
Student Financial Assistance 
(OSFA): (617) 391-6070, osfa@
osfa.mass.edu   
 Students are encouraged to 
attend an upcoming free, virtual 
FAFSA Day MA event, where 
they can receive personalized 
help from a financial aid profes-
sional. DHE recommends these 
three steps to students and fam-
ilies:  
 1. Create an FSA ID. At least 
a week before attending a FAF-
SA completion event, create your 
Federal Student Aid (FSA) ID 
if you don’t have one. This ID 
allows you to log in and complete 
a FAFSA. It takes a few days for 
your account to be activated, so 
please start this process a week 
in advance of trying to complete 
your FAFSA. For instructions on 
creating the FSA ID, visit studen-
taid.gov. If applicable, have your 
Social Security number ready.   
 2. Sign up for a FAFSA com-
pletion event. Sign up for a virtu-

al, free FAFSA Day MA event on 
April 30 or May 13 by following 
this link. You can look for simi-
lar events on the Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education’s (DESE) 
website. Another option is to ask 
your school counselor if there are 
any upcoming FAFSA completion 
events in your community.   
 3. Gather your documents. 
Visit this link for a list of docu-
ments you should have with you 
when you complete the FAFSA. 
You do NOT need to submit these 
items to the federal government, 
but you may need the information 
on them.  
 “Extending the deadline of the 
MASSGrant financial aid pro-
gram by the DHE is another ex-
ample of how the Healey-Driscoll 
Administration is putting the 
Commonwealth’s students first,” 
said John D. Keenan, President of 
Salem State University and Chair 
of the State University Council of 
Presidents. “With FAFSA delays, 
this has been a challenging year 
for all students but particular-
ly for those that attend state 
universities as so many of them 
are first generation to college. 
The MASSGrant extension will 
provide families with a clearer 
picture of how they can obtain 
their bachelor’s degree, a dream 
within reach for many.”
 “I applaud the Healey-Driscoll 
Administration for allowing 
Massachusetts college-bound 
students and families more time 
to complete the FAFSA and to 
qualify for the MASSGrant pro-
gram,” said UMass President 
Marty Meehan. “Our goal is to 
ensure that qualified students 
can leverage every bit of finan-
cial aid that is available to them, 
and this extension will help re-
alize that. In a similar spirit, 
UMass campuses have also ex-
tended their deposit deadlines 
for entering students.”
 “Given the challenging roll-
out of FAFSA, any and all sup-
port and additional time we can 
provide to students and families 
in the Commonwealth is crucial,” 
said Rob McCarron, president 
and CEO of the Association of 
Independent Colleges and Uni-
versities in Massachusetts. “At-
tending and graduating from a 
college or university can bring 
life-changing opportunities, and 
state financial aid programs, 
such as MassGrant, provides 
much-needed support, making 
financial aid critical for all de-
serving students.” 

Healey-Driscoll administration extends state financial aid priority deadline to July 1
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The annual Boston Mar-
athon Jimmy Fund Walk 
presented by Hyundai will 
culminate at a new finish 
line this year – inside the 
heart of the city, at the 
Boston Common due to on-
going construction in Co-
pley Square. Just a short 
walk further down Boylston 
Street, thousands of walk-
ers will join together as they 
have for more than 35 years 
to celebrate their beloved 
Walk in America’s oldest 
public park.

Scheduled for Sunday, 
October 6, funds raised from 
the Jimmy Fund Walk sup-
port all forms of adult and 
pediatric patient care and 
cancer research at the na-
tion’s premier cancer cen-
ter, Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute.

“We are excited for walk-
ers this year to cross the 
finish line in the Boston 
Common,” said Suzanne 
Fountain, vice president of 
the Jimmy Fund. “The move 
to the Boston Common, af-
fectionately known as the 
‘People’s Park,’ marks a 
symbolic common finish 
line—a world without can-
cer. By gathering in Boston 
Common, we are honoring 

Boston’s roots as a city for 
the people, connected by a 
common cause. We are ea-
ger to get out on the course 
and see all our outstanding 
walkers and teams come to-
gether to defy cancer.”

One Walk, Four Distanc-
es, For All Cancers

The Jimmy Fund Walk 
is the only organized walk 
permitted on the famed Bos-
ton Marathon® course, and 
participants have the flex-
ibility to choose from four 
distance options: 5K Walk 
(from Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute’s Longwood Med-
ical Campus); 10K Walk 
(from Newton); Half Mar-
athon Walk (from Welles-
ley); and Marathon Walk 
(from Hopkinton). Walkers 
can participate virtually, as 
well.

Whatever route walkers 
choose, participants will be 
supported by hundreds of 
volunteers and treated to  
refueling stations with re-
freshments throughout the 
course.  Poster-sized photo-
graphs of patients – Jimmy 
Fund Walk Heroes –are the 
heart of the event and dis-
played along the course as 
inspiration. All routes will 
conclude at the Jimmy Fund 

Walk Finish Line Powered 
by Schneider Electric at 
Boston Common, by the cor-
ner of Charles and Beacon 
Street. Finish line activities 
will include a celebration 
with food, entertainment, 
and more.

The Jimmy Fund Walk 
has raised more than $176 
million for Dana-Farber 
Cancer in its 35-year histo-
ry, raising a record-breaking 
$9.4 million in 2023. Funds 
raised from the Jimmy Fund 
Walk support all forms of 
adult and pediatric patient 
care and cancer research at 
the nation’s premier cancer 
center, Dana-Farber Can-
cer Institute. The Boston 
Athletic Association has 
supported the Jimmy Fund 
Walk since 1989, and Hyun-
dai has been the presenting 
sponsor for more than 20 
years.

To register for the Walk 
(#JimmyFundWalk) or 
to support a walker, vis-
it www.JimmyFundWalk.
org or call (866) 531-9255. 
Registrants can enter the 
promo code NEWS for $5 off 
the registration fee. All reg-
istered walkers will receive 
a bib, medal, and a Jimmy 
Fund Walk T-shirt.
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We welcome Soni DOT
College protesters 
should embrace      
being arrested

Acts of civil disobedience by definition imply that a person knowingly is breaking 
the law and is willing to accept the legal consequences.

When Rosa Parks took a seat at the front of that bus in Alabama and was ar-
rested in 1955, she set off a legal battle -- which eventually resulted in the striking 
down of the segregationist law as unconstitutional -- that ignited the modern civil 
rights movement.

Photos of Parks being fingerprinted at the police station galvanized Americans 
everywhere (well, except in the Deep South) and made her an icon of the struggle 
for justice and equality.

Just a few years ago, the 1960s peace activist Jane Fonda, now in her 80s, was 
at it again, being arrested on the steps of the Capitol building weekly, this time to 
protest the lack of action by the government to tackle climate change.

Being arrested has been a badge of honor by protesters for whom being placed 
into handcuffs represents the ultimate act of defiance of those in power.

But the students today who are occupying college campuses in violation of uni-
versity policies want to have it both ways: They want to defy the authorities, but 
feel that they are entitled to have carte blanche to do so without any consequences.

Admission to a prestigious school does not entitle a person to special treatment 
when it comes to laws that apply to everybody. Yes, the students have a right to 
protest. But school officials also have the obligation to keep their campuses open 
and safe for all students. When these protesting students break the law and the 
rules of their campuses, they should be willing -- with defiant joy -- to accept the 
consequences.

Unless these students are willing to have some skin in the game, so to speak, 
their moral outrage amounts to nothing more than a frivolous exercise.

 

Opponents of aid 
to Ukraine should      

watch Franklin
Here’s the plot-line: A world superpower, led by a ruler-for-life who does not 

tolerate dissent, invades a young sovereign nation, which at one time had been 
part of the superpower, with a large military force in order to restore the young 
nation to its sphere of influence. The young nation seeks the aid of another super-
power in the world in order to fight off the invading force and to assert its claim 
to independence and freedom.

This very well could describe the situation today among Ukraine, Russia, and the 
United States, but that’s also the scenario that unfolded 250 years ago when the 
United States proclaimed its independence from England and needed military as-
sistance from France in order to fight back against the might of the British Empire.

The new Apple TV+ series, Franklin, chronicles the effort by Benjamin Franklin 
(who is played superbly by Michael Douglas) to enlist the aid of France in our fight 
against King George, who invaded America with a vastly-superior army and navy 
to squash our quest for freedom and democracy.

The Americans lacked everything -- uniforms, muskets, artillery, ships -- that 
they needed to fight off the British. Without Franklin’s diplomacy that persuaded 
the French to provide America with the means to defend itself, we never could have 
won the Revolutionary War, which lasted a long eight years from the firing of the 
first shots at Concord in April, 1775, to the Treaty of Paris in September, 1783.

Prior to the French government formally declaring its alliance with the United 
States, French citizens who sympathized with the Americans, most notably the 
Marquis de Lafayette, defied their country’s official policy and fought with the 
Americans, providing both moral support to our army and highlighting the justice 
of our cause to everyone around the world.

Those who oppose our aid to Ukraine (which Congress finally approved after a 
delay of six months) in order to help the Ukrainians repel the barbarous invasion 
by Vladimir Putin would do well to watch the Franklin mini-series on Apple TV+.

They would be reminded that the lesson of history is plain: Freedom isn’t free 
and, to paraphrase Martin Luther King, tyranny anywhere is tyranny everywhere.

Boston Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk finish line 
to move to the Boston Common for 2024 event
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Add a pinch of time
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David at kNurd on Kall : com can help with PC computers, networks, 
audio/video/multimedia, phone solutions. $Reasonable$. House calls. 
617-676-5676.

SERVICES

C L A S S I F I E D  I N F O    

Rate: $14 buys 10 words, including a bold heading: 25 cents for 
each additional word.  Deadline: 3 PM on the Monday before 

publication date.  Fax your ad to 617-524-3921 or mail it to Gazette 
Publications, Inc.,  PO. Box 301119, JP, MA 02130.  Or e-mail it to 

classifieds@JamaicaPlainGazette.com.  For more info. call 
617-524-2626.  Press 5, then press 3.  

The Gazette accepts all major  credit cards.

By da Kevin hayden

 Two women are facing shop-
lifting charges after police recov-
ered approximately 200 stolen 
clothing items in the vehicle they 
used to flee after shoplifting on 
Newbury Street Monday, and 
an Everett man was charged 
Tuesday for stealing over $5,000 
worth of designer sunglasses 
from Faneuil Hall Marketplace, 
District Attorney Kevin Hayden 
announced.
 The shoplifting arraignments 
come amid an effort by Hayden’s 
office to work with retailers, po-
lice and the business community 
to increase consumer and em-
ployee safety and to help address 
closures of Boston stores.  Four 
Walgreens pharmacies have 
closed in the city over the last 
two years.
 “Store-based theft, espe-
cially targeted theft by repeat 
offenders, is a factor we must 
address in our effort to provide 
our residents convenient access 
to pharmacies and other retail 
stores.  It’s an issue that affects 
quality of life for everyone and 
it’s an issue we’re taking serious-
ly, both by addressing the crimes 
themselves and the underlying 
circumstances,” Hayden said.
 Monet Williams, 28, of Low-
ell was charged with shoplifting 
by asportation and common and 
notorious thief. Kayla Harris, 
29, of Mattapan, was charged 
with shoplifting by asportation. 
Judge James Coffey ordered 

both Williams and Harris to stay 
away from the Zara on Newbury 
Street. Both are due back in 
Central BMC on May 29.
 At about 12:25 p.m. on April 
8, Boston police responded to 
Zara at 212 Newbury Street for 
a larceny in progress. Officers 
were informed by a store em-
ployee that the suspects took six 
items worth $163.40 and then 
got into a navy Jeep driven by 
a third person and fled toward 
Massachusetts Avenue.
 Officers conducted a traffic 
stop and observed the driver, lat-
er identified as Harris, the front 
seat passenger, later identified 
as Williams, and a male pas-
senger seated in the rear driver 
side seat and multiple trash bags 
filled with clothing items.
 Harris told officers they were 
in Zara but did not take anything 
and her jacket had set the alarm 
off. Williams told officers none of 
the items in the car were from 
Zara and she was planning to 
bring the clothes to a baby show-
er later in the day.
 Officers recovered all of the 
stolen items described except 
for a white T-shirt. Officers also 
recovered approximately 200 
additional items from the vehi-
cle from brands such as Nike, 
Target, and Old Navy with price 
tags still attached without any 
receipts. These items were most-
ly contained in white trash bags 
or loosely strewn about the vehi-
cle. A pair of wire cutters were 

recovered from Williams’ jacket 
pocket.
 Williams has open cases in 
West Roxbury BMC and Lowell 
District Court, including larceny 
and assault and battery.
 Richard Payne, 48, of Ever-
ett was charged with larceny 
over $1200 by single scheme and 
common and notorious thief as 
a result of an ongoing investiga-
tion into multiple larcenies from 
Sunglass Hut between December 
and April, in which 16 pairs of 
Versace sunglasses were stolen 
with a total estimated retail val-
ue of $5530.
 Judge James Coffey ordered 
Payne held on $2,500 bail and to 
stay away from Sunglass Hut. 
Payne is due back in Central 
BMC on May 7.
 At about 1:20 p.m. on April 
8, Boston police observed Payne 
enter Sunglass Hut in Faneuil 
Hall Marketplace. As the de-
tective walked into the store, 
he announced “Boston police” 
which caused Payne to remove 
the sunglasses from his pants 
and place them back on the dis-
play case. Payne was wearing 
the same distinctive pom-pom 
knit hat, black framed glasses, 
black ski-mask, and black shoes 
from the previous incidents.
 On December 16, 2023, Payne 
took two pairs of Versace sun-
glasses and returned on De-
cember 18, 2023, and took two 
more pairs, with a retail value of 
$1,444. Payne was seen wearing 
the same shoes, backpack, glass-

es, and ski-mask on both days.
 On January 14, Payne was 
seen walking into the store with 
a multi-colored knit hat, a black 
ski-mask, black shoes and black 
glasses holding a notebook. 
Payne took three pairs of Ver-
sace sunglasses and returned on 
January 16, and took four more 
pairs, totaling $2,482 worth of 
stolen merchandise. 
 On March 30, Payne was seen 
wearing a multi-colored knit hat 
with a pom-pom on top, and a 
black ski-mask, black glasses 
and clothing and took three pairs 
of sunglasses, worth $975.
 Police recovered two pairs 
of sunglasses, worth over $600 
from the April 8 incident.
 Police also recovered a 
multi-colored knit cap with a 
pom-pom, a black ski-mask, a 
dark colored backpack, a note-
book, a gray and black jacket, 
and black glasses from Payne, 
all items he was seen wearing 
during the previous reported in-
cidents.  
 Payne has a 29-page board of 
probation record dating back to 
1992 with numerous larceny and 
shoplifting convictions.
 Hayden’s office is working 
with regional retailer groups and 
small business owners to discuss 
safety concerns and to help store 
managers strategize responses 
to shoplifting and retail larce-
nies. The meetings have come 
amid increasing national and 
local frustrations around retail 
crime, along with concerns over 

the closure of stores serving mi-
nority communities in Boston.
 “We want shoppers to feel 
safe going into stores and we 
want retailers and their employ-
ees to feel safe in their work 
environments.  Many consumers 
still enjoy an in-store shopping 
experience and we want to help 
retailers continue to provide it to 
them,” Hayden said. 
 All charged individuals are 
presumed innocent until and 
unless proven guilty beyond a 
reasonable doubt.
 Suffolk County District At-
torney Kevin Hayden’s office 
serves the communities of Bos-
ton, Chelsea, Revere, and Win-
throp, Mass. The office handles 
over 20,000 cases a year. More 
than 160 attorneys in the of-
fice practice in nine district and 
municipal courts, Suffolk Supe-
rior Court, the Massachusetts 
Appeals Court, the Supreme 
Judicial Court, and the Boston 
Juvenile Courts. The office em-
ploys some 300 people and offers 
a wide range of services and 
programs to serve anyone who 
comes in contact with the crim-
inal justice system. This office 
is committed to educating the 
public about the services we pro-
vide, our commitment to crime 
prevention, and our dedication to 
keeping the residents of Suffolk 
County safe.
 
 Kevin Hayden is the District 
Attorney representing Suffolk 
County.

op-ed

Retail theft impacts consumer and employee safety, 
residential quality of life

PLEASE WRITE…
The Gazette welcomes letters to the  editor. Word 

limit: 500. Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m. one week 
before publication. Letters  may be emailed to 

letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com. Please include 
address and telephone number for verification 

purposes. Anonymous letters will not be published.
More information:  617-524-7662

Visit MissionHillGazette.com
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City Paws

Staying legal
By penny & ed cheruBino

Recently, we received an email 
asking if we could address the is-
sue of dog guardians not picking 
up after their dogs. This person 
was not a dog hater, as is often 
the case with those complain-
ing about dogs. This reader was 
thoughtful and simply asked for 
help. The email began, “It is 
obvious that dog ownership is 
deeply rewarding for many in our 
neighborhood and that many of 
those with a dog are caring and 
responsible owners.” It contained 
a photo of the bagged waste.

It’s good to hear from someone 
who addresses the issue with bal-
ance, recognizing that many of us 
with dogs are responsible. Some 
of us even pick up the waste left 
by scofflaws since they give all 
dog lovers a bad name.

Little or no enforcement makes 
the problem worse. What’s more, 
one bad apple, taking a dog out 
three or four times a day, can pile 
up a lot of waste in an area. When 

a second entitled person sees the 
waste left behind as permission 
to use that spot for their bags, 
we have a compounded problem.

Other Concerns
In addition to not picking up, 

readers have asked us to write 
about off-leash dogs, dogs on 
leash but not under control, dogs 
in inappropriate places, dogs al-
lowed to jump on people, and 
dogs allowed to approach other 
dogs without permission.

One of the least popular phras-
es among people with reactive 
dogs is, “Don’t worry, he’s friend-
ly.” Your dog may be friendly, but 
you don’t know how the dog you 
approach will regard a friend-
ly sniff. If your dog is off-leash 
or at the end of an extendable 
leash, there may be nothing you 
can do to prevent an unpleasant 
situation. 

Licensing
If you live in Massachusetts, 

you should have obtained a 2024 

dog license by April 1st. If you 
don’t have one, apply now. Li-
censing your dog has many ben-
efits. Think of it as a form of 
advocacy. 

Adding your residence to the 
list of homes with dogs in your 
local area supports organizations 
fighting for services for those 
who share their lives with dogs. 
It’s easy for politicians to ig-
nore dogs as they set budgets for 
recreational space and services 
when the official number is vast-
ly decreased by those who don’t 
have a license. 

On the most superficial lev-
el, it reminds you to keep your 
dog’s critical rabies vaccination 
current. In addition, some dog 
walkers, kennels, dog parks, and 
residential buildings require li-
censing.

Finally, the lack of a license 
says something about you should 
you ever face a legal situation 
regarding your dog. Something 
that might result in a warning 
could escalate to a fine when an 

enforcement official sees you as a 
scofflaw. In the case of a lawsuit 
or an insurance issue, your lack 
of a license could undermine your 
credibility.

Should Dogs or People 
Be Licensed?

Over the years, we have often 
proposed having people licensed 
as legal caretakers of animals 
rather than attaching the license 
to the dog. Then, the responsi-
ble caregivers could register the 
animals under that license and 
receive tags for each. Beyond 
denial for outright abuse, a care-

giver’s registry might deny li-
censes to those who are constant 
scofflaws or who have a history of 
dangerous dog offenses. 

Of course, some enforcement 
of the current rules and regula-
tions for picking up after your 
dog and keeping dogs on a leash 
would have to be a part of any 
program like this. 

Do you have a question or topic 
for City Paws? Send an email 
to Penny@BostonZest.com with 
your request.

Dogs look to us for leadership and protection. Dogs are not 
the problem. The problem is people who think that rules do 
not apply to them. (Photo by Rhiannon Elliott)


