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Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri
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Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900
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REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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By EllEn WalkEr

SpEcial to thE GazEttE

“Spring passes, and one re-
members one’s innocence. Sum-
mer passes, and one remembers 
one’s exuberance. Autumn passes, 
and one remembers one’s rever-
ence. Winter passes, and one re-
members one’s perseverance.” — 
Yoko Ono, a Japanese multime-
dia artist, singer, songwriter and 
peace activist and spouse of John 
Lennon of the Beatles.

For the past four years, I have 
experienced a wonderful oppor-
tunity as the executive director 
of Mission Hill Main Streets. 
The work has been incredibly 
stimulating and used every bit 
of my creativity, knowledge and 
experience. It has afforded me 
the opportunity to work with 
inspiring business owners in the 
neighborhood, to partner with 
our local elected and City offi-
cials while working with some 

What’s Happening on Main Streets

Photo by Daniela Marchione

Yellow Door Taqueria’s bartender Lyndsay Pingel.

Wu announces investment of $67 million to create 
and preserve 802 income-restricted homes in Boston
SpEcial to thE GazEttE

Mayor Michelle Wu came to Ja-
maica Plain and  joined the Hyde 
Square Task Force, affordable 
housing developers, and commu-
nity organizations at the site of 
the former Blessed Sacrament 
church to announce $67 million 
in new recommended funding 
from the Mayor’s Office of Hous-

ing, the Community Preserva-
tion Fund, and the Neighborhood 
Housing Trust (NHT) to create 
and preserve more than 800 in-
come-restricted units of housing 
in eight Boston neighborhoods 
including Mission Hill. The 
Blessed Sacrament site is one of 
the projects that will be funded. 
The ambitious portfolio consists 
of 17 projects with a total of 802 

units of mixed-income housing 
that includes rental housing for 
families, while also creating new 
homeownership opportunities for 
low- and moderate-income Bosto-
nians. Of the 802 units, 160 will 
be income restricted housing for 
seniors. These proposed projects 
meet the Mayor’s Office of Hous-

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 6

By MichaEl couGhlin Jr.

The proponents of a develop-
ment at 1439 Tremont Street, 
proposing to build a new four-sto-
ry building comprised of six 
units, narrowly got voters’ sup-
port during the Community Al-
liance of Mission Hill’s (CAMH) 
monthly meeting on Wednesday, 
February 15. 

In what was a vote that ini-
tially was split down the middle 
with 46% of respondents voting 
in favor and another 46% op-
posing – 8% abstained – it was 
up to CAMH President Martin 
Beinborn to break the tie.

Beinborn voted to support the 
development, saying, “I will give 
the developers the benefit of the 
doubt that it’s a good building.” 

Beinborn’s vote seemed to 
frustrate some in attendance as 
some visibly shook their heads 
after his decision. One of the 
main reasons for such a highly 
contested vote was due to con-
cerns about the reputation of the 
property owners – City Realty 
Management. 

A resident, Dave Greenup, had 
done some research. In an email 
he showed, dated December 6, 

1439 Tremont 
just barely gets 
support from CAMH 

Continued on page 4

Image courtesy Boston Planning & Development Agency

Artist rendering of the 1439 Tremont Street development

By Michael Coughlin Jr. 

	 During the Community Alli-
ance of Mission Hill’s (CAMH) 
monthly meeting in November, 
attendees heard Victory Pro-
grams’ plans to acquire the en-
Vision Hotel at 81 S Huntington 
Avenue for permanent support-
ive housing units.
	 Victory Programs, a local 

non-profit organization that 
works in addiction, homeless-
ness, permanent supportive 
housing, and community center 
services, has rented the hotel 
since November 2021 and has 55 
transitional shelter beds there.
	 Now, Victory Programs’ Ex-
ecutive Director Sarah Porter 
says the organization is in the 
process of acquiring the hotel and 

plans to convert it to 41 units of 
permanent supportive housing in 
the next five years. Additionally, 
Porter indicated that the hotel’s 
current footprint would remain 
the same.
	 As part of the plan, the build-
ing will continue to provide on-
site support 24 hours a day, ev-

By Michael Coughlin Jr.

	 Last month, a project at 77 
Terrace Street, coined Mission 
Hill Pathway, that would bring 
affordable housing and more to 
city-owned land in the neigh-
borhood was presented to the 
community at a meeting hosted 
by the Planning Department.
	 The project spearheaded by 
ODJ Dev LLC would include 48 
affordable condominiums, more 
than 2,000 square feet of retail 
space, over 200 square feet of 
fitness space, and around 700 
square feet of amenity space.
	 The unit mix includes eight 
studios, 24 one-bedrooms, 
13 two-bedrooms, and three 
three-bedrooms. The proposal 
also includes 14 parking spaces 
and 1:1 residential and retail 
bike parking.
	 In addition to the housing 
component, the project would 
contain nearly 18,000 square feet 
of open space and urban wild 
and over 10,000 square feet of 
community gardens.
	 “We have a lot of land that 
has been out of commission for 
about 40 years, and so the big 
idea is, you know how do we take 
on those challenges, get this land 
back into productive use and es-
sentially while bringing it back 
into productive use make sure 
that it’s characteristic of real-
ly Mission Hill neighborhoods 
which are really great places 
for people,” said Kevin Maguire, 
a member of the development 

team.
	 Maguire later highlighted the 
changes in Mission Hill. He said 
that out of the more than 350 
units on Terrace Street that were 
approved or are under review, 
only 40 offer affordable home-
ownership, and none offer new 
open space amenities for public 
use.
	 Moreover, he discussed how 
the abovementioned changes led 
to the development team’s vision, 
which, as stated in the presenta-
tion, is a “modern precedent for 
climate-forward neighborhood 
infill development.”
	 Maguire detailed this vision 
more in discussing plans to en-
hance the residential character 
of Parker Street, bring home-
ownership and retail space on 
Terrace Street, and improve the 
public realm on both Parker and 
Terrace Streets.
	 After outlining the abovemen-
tioned programming for the site, 
Andres Bernal of JGE showed 
some images of the site and dis-
cussed some challenges. These 
physical challenges included 
grade changes, encroachments, 
canopy preservation, and more.
	 It should also be noted that 
the site is slated to undergo reme-
diation, the details of which were 
covered in a November Mission 
Hill Gazette story — https://mis-
sionhillgazette.com/2024/11/01/
m i s s i o n - h i l l - p a t h -
way-team-holds-another-com-
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Visit  us online at MissionHillGazette.com
Email stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com  or  patricia@jamaicaplaingazette.com

or call 781-485-0588 for your Mission Hill information

77 Terrace Street 
project presented 
at public meeting

Continued on page 2

H A P P Y  H O L I D A Y S

Photo by Patrick O'Connor

The English High School football team get together for a team pic at Harvard Stadium on 
Thanksgiving morning after beating their rival, Boston Latin School by a score of 28-12.  The 
Blue & Blue, led by Ryan Conway '89 ended the season at 4-6.  Boston Latin ends at 5-5.  

ENGLISH HIGH TOPS LATIN 
IN TURKEY DAY GAME

CAMH hears plans for permanent 
supportive housing at enVision Hotel

Continued on page 4
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munity-meeting/.
	 Following the discussion of 
physical site challenges, Bernal 
provided an overview of floor 
plans, renderings, and more, 
while Shauna Gillies-Smith de-
tailed landscaping plans and 
public realm improvements.
	 Eventually, the floor was 
returned to Maguire, who pro-
vided details on the two other 
significant aspects of the project 
besides the housing—the com-
munity gardens and the open 
space, coined the Parker Street 
Wild.
	 Specifically, the community 
garden that Maguire indicated 
would be administered by The 
Trustees — formerly the Trust-
ees of Reservations — could in-

clude 51 in-ground plots, new 
fencing, accessible paths, and 
more.
	 The Parker Street Wild, 
which would be controlled by 
the city’s Parks and Recreation 
Department, would include two 
paths, a kids’ area, an overlook, 
and an art forum.
	 “We’re being very careful 
about limiting activity, where 
does activity take place, and so 
controlling activity again to some 
extent bringing it back to the 
original program or kind of the 
guerilla art park concept,” said 
Maguire.
	 Finally, Maguire spoke briefly 
about the project timeline, which 
includes permitting and funding 
from 2024 through early 2025 
and construction in late 2025 and 
2026.
	 Following the presentation, 
residents were given the oppor-

tunity to ask questions and pro-
vide comments.
	 One resident expressed his 
worries that the project would 
actually be built, given the chal-
lenges of remediation and se-
curing funding to subsidize the 
housing.
	 In response, Maguire said, “I 
sincerely believe that they [the 
city] would like to try and get 
this done because there’s been 
a lot of promises made and a lot 
of promises that have not been 
kept, and a lot of challenges un-
covered along the way.”
	 “We have been successful in 
the past because we’ve tried to 
be really open, transparent, and 
honest with the community, and 
if we are talking to the city or 
the state and the community is 
supporting and talking to the city 
and the state then the real pres-
sure comes from the community.”
	 Other residents made com-
ments about the community gar-
den aspect of the project. For 

example, one resident did not 
favor the community gardens be-
cause, after a period of time, they 
thought they were not well-kept 
or aesthetically pleasing else-
where in the city and preferred 
either more housing or urban 
wild.
	 However, other attendees 
made it known that they were 
fans of the planned community 
garden.
	 Another topic of discussion 
was students and the issues res-
idents have faced regarding what 
they say is poor behavior.
	 One attendee noted that a 
portion of the park called “stu-
dents art forum” in the presen-
tation should drop the word stu-
dents, so it did not encourage the 
thought that it was an extension 
of their campus.
	 There was also a fear that 
if the condominiums were not 
required to be owner-occupied, 
they could just be rented and 
eventually taken over by stu-

dents.
	 However, Dariela Villón-Ma-
ga, another member of the devel-
opment team, said, “It’s stipulat-
ed under both the city and the 
state that these will be deed-re-
stricted units that require folks 
that buy them to live in them, 
and the deed rides for 30 years, 
and there’s a 20-year renewal 
that the city can exercise as part 
of the documents folks will have 
to sign.”
	 After other topics, such as 
training for first-time homebuy-
ers, were discussed and support-
ive comments were made, the 
meeting ended.
	 For more information about 
the project and to view the re-
cording and presentation from 
this meeting, visit https://
www.bostonplans.org/projects/
development-projects/77-ter-
race-street.
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Hill Happenings

77 Terrace Street
Continued from page  1

• No income limit
• 3 homestyle meals a day
• Medication administration

62+ Community  
with 24-hour personal care

301 South Huntington Avenue, Jamaica Plain
(617) 522-7600 | www.MountPleasantHome.org

1524 Tremont St.  (across from Mission Church)1524 Tremont St.  (across from Mission Church)

Try our soups and sandwiches along 
with the best coffee and donuts in town!

Now serving 
gourmet 

dark roast coffee Brendan Behan Pub 
378A Centre Street 

Jamaica Plain

Mayor's Enchanted 
Trolley Tour returns to 
Mission Hill Dec. 7
Special to the Gazette

	 For the 28th year, the May-
or's Enchanted Trolley Tour will 
continue the festive tradition 
of lighting holiday trees while 
bringing holiday spirit to chil-
dren across Boston. The event is 
sponsored by Bank of America, 
and includes visits with Santa, 
tree lightings, and more.
	 This year, the Mayor's En-
chanted Trolley Tour will start 
on  Saturday, December 7, and 
end on Sunday, December 8, in 
neighborhoods throughout Bos-
ton.

Saturday December 7
	 • 2 p.m. - Hyde Square, Ja-

maica Plain 
	 • 3 p.m. - J.P. Monument, 
Jamaica Plain
	 • 3:45 p.m. - Brigham Circle, 
Mission Hill
	 • 5:45 p.m. - Blackstone 
Square, South End
	 • 6:45 p.m. - Oak Square, 
Brighton  

	 Sunday December 8
	 • 4 p.m. - Paul Revere Mall, 
North End
	 • 5 p.m. - Winthrop  Square 
(the Training Field), Charles-
town
	 • 6:15 p.m. - Maverick Square, 
East Boston 

	 We were blessed with a beau-
tiful day for the Mission Hill Post 
327 Veterans Day ceremony at 
the Brigham Circle Memorial 
site. Dozens attended the won-
derful commemoration of our 
veterans which was presided by 
our M.H. Post Commander, Col. 
George Rollins. 
	 World War II hero, Enoch 
"Woody" Woodhouse spoke pas-
sionately about our veterans 
and love of country. Boston City 
Councilor Sharon Durkan gave 
a nice oration to the crowd and 
Jimmy O'Neill laid a wreath on 
the memorial stone that bears 
the names of fallen Mission Hill 
soldiers.
	  It was nice shooting the 
breeze with Sharon and others 
afterwards across the street at 
The Mission while enjoying great 
food. Talented bugle player Gar-

ret Savluk played some beautiful 
patriotic tunes at the event and 
thanks to Maria Weinograd of 
Mike's Donuts for supplying the 

coffee, donuts and muffins. Wel-
come to my friend,Ted Stanton, a 
great guy who is our newest M.H. 

Maryanne O'Keefe (center in dark shirt) and her husband Yogi 
O'Keefe behind her at Blinstrub's nightclub in 1963.

Continued on page 3
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Special to the Gazette

	 Mayor Michelle Wu, along-
side federal, state, and local offi-
cials, announced Boston’s receipt 
of a $9.8 million NOAA grant to 
develop a workforce skilled in cli-
mate and coastal resilience. This 

funding aims to create train-
ing programs, place workers in 
high-demand jobs, and support 
equity-focused career pathways.
	 “This funding will help us 
build a skilled workforce to pro-
tect our communities while creat-
ing economic opportunities,” said 

Mayor Wu. “It’s a generational 
investment for a safer and more 
resilient Boston.”
	 The grant, part of NOAA’s 
Climate-Ready Workforce initia-
tive under the Inflation Reduc-
tion Act, was the largest award-
ed among nine selected projects 
nationwide. Boston’s programs 
will prepare workers to imple-
ment coastal resilience projects, 
maintain water systems, and 
strengthen emergency response, 
with an emphasis on green in-
frastructure and nature-based 
solutions.
	 Boston faces significant cli-
mate challenges, with potential 
losses of $1.4 billion annually 
from flooding by the 2070s, ac-

cording to the Climate Ready 
Boston Report. The city’s Green 
New Deal framework and coastal 
resilience plans have positioned 
Boston as a leader in climate 
adaptation and equity-driven 
policies.
	 “Building resilience isn’t just 
about infrastructure; it’s about 
people,” said Environment Com-
missioner Oliver Sellers-Garcia. 
“This funding supports equi-
ty-driven job creation, breaking 
barriers and fostering sustain-
ability.”
	 The Greater Boston Climate 
and Coastal Resilience Work-
force Alliance will lead this ini-
tiative, involving over 30 stake-
holders and aiming to fill 1,200 

climate-resilience jobs over four 
years. Training will incorporate 
wraparound services like child-
care and stipends to ensure suc-
cess for underrepresented com-
munities.
	 “The Alliance will address 
critical workforce needs while ad-
vancing Boston’s climate goals,” 
added Trinh Nguyen, Chief of 
Worker Empowerment. “It’s a 
transformative step toward an 
equitable green economy.”
	 This collaboration under-
scores Boston’s commitment to 
preparing its workforce to meet 
the challenges of climate change 
while driving economic opportu-
nity and sustainability.

City secures $9.8m to build climate-ready workforce
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Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING

36 PARKER HILL AVENUE
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

DEC

11

DESCRIPTION:  
The Planning Department is hosting a virtual Public Meeting for 
the proposed 36 Parker Hill Avenue project located in Mission 
Hill. The purpose of the meeting is to discuss the Small Project 
Review Application (SPRA) that was filed and its potential 
impacts. The meeting will include a presentation followed by 
questions and comments from the public. 

The Rise at Longwood Development team is proposing a five (5) 
story building of approximately 30,861 square feet of gross floor 
area (“GFA”), including thirty-eight (38) residential rental 
apartments, with a mix of studios and two-bedrooms unit types. 
The ground floor programming accommodates a shared outdoor 
courtyard with new catenary exterior lighting, soft seating and 
pavers, a fitness/yoga studio, indoor/outdoor bike storage and 
a modest amount of off-street parking. The project also 
envisions an outdoor roof deck amenity for residents.

Website: 
bit.ly/36-parker-hill-avenue 
 

Close of Public Comment Period: 
12/20/2024

Scott Greenhalgh
Planning Department
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
Boston, MA 02201
617.918.4271
scott.greenhalgh@boston.gov

Mail to: 

Phone: 
Email:

PROJECT 
PROPONENT:  
The Rise at Longwood 
Development Team

Register: bit.ly/4hRB8qy 
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 160 229 2955

Post member.
	 I was honored to be invited to 
the Ma. Veterans Day celebra-
tion at the State House, M.C.'d 
by Col. Rollins which I attended 
before our Mission Hill. event. 
Col. Rollins did an excellent job 
introducing several majestic vet-
erans and Gov. Healey and the 
Col. culminated the ceremony 
with a few stately remarks. .
	 Condolences to the Killion 
family on the passing of their 
beautiful sister Patty Killion. 
Patty, a Mission High 1960 grad-
uate, was beloved and a bright 
light in the world. R.I.P., Patty.. 
Randy Susan Wolfson recently 
had her fifth novel published, 
"The Many Mothers of Ivy Pud-
dingstone". I haven't read the 
book yet but I shall, as there 
are several Mission Hill tidbits, 
including the Church, Mike's Do-
nuts, Fermoyles Drugstore and 
Randy's favorite M.H. softball 
team, "Leo's Bomb Tossers". Ran-
dy formerly lived in Mission Hill 
and she was a charming bartend-
er at my favorite watering hole, 
Winnie's Pub. I became friends 
with Randy in the late 70's when 
she, I and our mutual dear friend 
Kris Alden wrote for the popular 
Mission Hill newspaper, "The 
Good News." 

	 Among the  three of us and 
others we wrote some riveting 
stories although my column 
was relegated to one topic, ti-
tled "Mossy on Sports"..Happy 
birthday to a wonderful wom-
an, Maryanne O'Keefe (Dec.19) 
a former  Mission Hill resident 
who contributed vigorously to 
our neighborhood. Maryanne 
served on the board of Mission 
Hill Housing for years.
	  Thanks to Maryanne's neph-
ew, Jim Ludvigsen for sending 
me the 60 year old photo of 
Maryanne and her late husband 
Donnie "Yogi" O'Keefe at the 
famous Blinstrub's nightclub in 
South Boston. Several Mission 
Hill residents saw the Righteous 
Brothers perform at Blinstrub's 
and I was thrilled to hear Dionne 
Warwick sing there, not long 
before it burnt down in 1968.  It 
was a pleasure chatting with Ra-
chel-Asmeret Amanuel at Mike's 
Donuts last week. She is a Real 
Estate broker and her office is at 
74 Fisher Ave. Rachel grew up in 
Mission Hill and she is so nice..  
Several Mission Hill residents 
recently spotted youthful look-
ing Claudia Napolitano dash-
ing   through the West Roxbury 
streets. Claudia, an avid jogger, 
is also a gifted singer and she was 
my neighbor back in the Mission 
Hill project days. .
	 Maurice can be reached at 
mossymartin2@gmail.com.

Hill Happenings
Continued from page  2

Mayor Michelle Wu with City and State officials and leaders, celebrating the award.
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is compatible with the updating 
of Boston’s streetlights that has 
been ongoing for the last year 
(we learned the hard way about 
compatibility with streetlights 
last year when only 5 of the 15 
lit up). I know that so many love 
the snowflakes and the sense of 

holiday they bring to our busi-
ness district, so rest assured they 
will be back! In the meantime, it 
is our hope that the wreaths we 
will be giving to businesses will 
provide some semblance of the 
warmth reminiscent of this time 
of year. In addition to updating 

the snowflakes, we are also look-
ing forward to update the spring 
time planters so if you have ideas 
for what you would like to see, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out 
with your ideas and suggestions.
	 Please join us this Saturday, 
December 7th (tomorrow by the 
time you read this) in Brigham 
Circle for the Tree lighting cer-
emony with the Mayor’s Trolley 
expected at 3:45. There will be re-
freshments of hot chocolate and 
coffee and of course the world’s 
best munchkins (thank you Ma-
ria and Mike’s Donuts!) and the 
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XXXXX

Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured

ROOFING
 

HANDYMAN
 

     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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earthenstoneworks@gmail.com
www.earthenstone.works
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?01;/)*<$@*)A=1$B;*C46;.1$D,>=/),*4$Creating Unique Landscape Solutions

Call for 
Estimates

GENERAL CONTRACTORLANDSCAPING

NICK n RAPHY’S LANDSCAPING
139 Poplar Ave. 
Roslindale, MA

617-794-0609
nekmihopoulos@gmail.com
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!

HOME SERVICE GUIDE

 
HANDYMAN

Carpentry, Masonry, Fences, Painting & Odd Jobs 
No job too small!  Years of experience!!

T and P Handyman Service

617-279-9815

*Price subject to change 

Prices range from 
$2,250 to $5,400*

617-698-3005

Currently taking applications for the waitlist

ery day, with case managers, 
a social worker, and recovery 
coaches. Medical providers will 
continue to visit weekly. All the 
units will be single occupancy, 
and there are plans for commu-
nity and group space.  
	 Later, Porter highlighted the 
success of the shelter beds since 
the organization rented out the 
hotel. For example, 208 people 
have gone through the hotel and 
been housed at one point since 
November of 2021 — 57 of which 
have left and found permanent 
housing.
	 “It’s a hefty amount of work 
that has happened — really pos-
itive work in this neighborhood. 
We’re quite proud of what has 
happened, and we’ve worked re-
ally hard to make sure that we’ve 
had as close to a positive impact 
on the neighborhood as we pos-
sibly can,” said Porter.
	 Regarding the timeline, Por-
ter noted they were on track to 
acquire the building this month 
and indicated that renovations, 
which she said would happen 
with individuals in place, are 
not expected to begin until June 
2027. The plan is for the building 
to be fully operational and leased 
up in March 2029.
	 “It will remain a shelter for at 
least the next two to three years 
while we secure all the financing 
we need, while we do all the plan-
ning and as we get ready ideally 
toward renovation,” said Porter.
	 Following the presentation, 
residents began to ask ques-
tions and make comments. One 
resident asked about the future 
zoning process that Porter men-

tioned would happen.
	 Taylor Morley, Victory Pro-
grams’ Chief Operating Officer, 
explained that they will initially 
apply for conditional use through 
the Zoning Board of Appeal (ZBA) 
as transitional housing.
	 “As we work toward that con-
struction closing and the plan to 
make it permanent housing, we’ll 
do a permanent change to multi-
family residential,” said Morley.
	 There were also questions 
regarding funding. Porter indi-
cated that since they opened the 
shelter in 2021, they have re-
ceived shared funding, at times 
from the state and at times from 
the city.
	 However, she noted that the 
“vast majority” of state funding 
will expire at the end of the year, 
and the city will then provide the 
majority of funding.
	 Porter said the city and state 

are funding the hotel’s acquisi-
tion, with a small portion coming 
from private funds.
	 Following comments and 
questions from those in atten-
dance, Porter emphasized that 
they want this to be an open and 
communicative process.
	 “This is sort of — I’m hoping 
— the beginning of a conver-
sation. We’re meeting with the 
electeds; we’ve put out requests 
to meet with other neighborhood 
groups,” said Porter.
	 “Our goal is to make sure 
that everyone knows where we’re 
going, that no one is caught off 
guard, and to be in conversation.”
	 For more information about 
CAMH, visit its website at 
https://www.camh.boston/. Ac-
cording to its website, the next 
CAMH meeting is December 
18th.

CAMH
Continued from page 1

Don’t let budget constraints 

paint you into a corner.  

Try high-quality Amazon  

latex paint from Boston 

Building Resources.

Refresh your space

100 Terrace Street, Boston, 02120  
bostonbuildingresources.com

$24 per gallon

for less.

By Courtney Wright

	 As we transition from the holi-
day of giving thanks to the winter 
holidays, I thought of one of my 
favorite literary quotes that I like 
to reflect on this time of year. I 
think of this past month when so 
many of our organizations, insti-
tutions and neighbors have spent 
their time, energy and resources 
providing a piece of the holidays 
to MH residents, young and old. 
From the 500 turkeys donated 
by Stop and Shop in coordina-
tion with New England Baptist 
Hospital, to the volunteers who 
came out to the Tobin Communi-
ty Center on November 26th to 
bag and distribute these to 500 
families around the neighbor-
hood. I think of the camaraderie 
and spirit of service that exists 
in our local business community 
who helped to provide hot meals 
to even more seniors and families 
during the week of Thanksgiving 

but also for the myriad of com-
munity events leading up to it. It 
is these examples of community 
and taking care of one another 
that happen in big and small, 
seen and unseen ways every day 
in this community, that give us 
so much to be grateful for this 
time of year.
	 You will notice that the usual 
snowflakes that have adorned 
the light poles along Tremont 
St. will not be present this hol-
iday season. Having borne the 
brunt of the elements for the last 
10-15 years, we are working on 
replacing them with a more ener-
gy-efficient version and one that 

“It is a miracle if you can find true friends, and it is a miracle if you have enough 
food to eat, and it is a miracle if you get to spend your days and evenings doing 
whatever it is you like to do, and the holiday season-like all the other seasons-is a 
good time not only to tell stories of miracles, but to think about the miracles in your 
own life, and to be grateful for them, and that’s the end of this particular story.”

 — Lemony Snicket, The Lump of Coal: A Christmas Holiday Book for Kids

Continued on page 5

What’s Happening on Main Streets
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Special to the Gazette

	 The City of Boston has 
announced a new program to 
support Boston homeowners 
in building Accessory Dwelling 
Units (ADUs) on their prop-
erty. This initiative, admin-
istered by the Boston Home 
Center (BHC), a division of 
the Mayor’s Office of Housing, 
offers a new bank loan option 
alongside grants and other fi-
nancial assistance to help cov-
er costs related to designing, 
permitting, and building an 
ADU. Additionally, the Plan-
ning Department is releasing 
an Accessory Dwelling Unit 
(ADU) Guidebook, an illus-
trated manual that will help 
property owners in Boston who 
may want to build an ADU 
on their property. This book 
is available online, and in all 
Boston Public Library branch-

es. Building on the Mayor’s 
leadership to make Boston a 
home for everyone, these steps 
are important to increasing 
the City’s multigenerational 
housing stock, keeping fam-
ilies together and building 
wealth.
	 "Accessory Dwelling Units 
are a powerful tool in our ef-
forts to address the housing 
crisis in Boston," said May-
or Michelle Wu. "By creating 
more flexible and affordable 
living options, ADUs allow 
homeowners to maximize their 
property while contributing to 
the availability of housing in 
our neighborhoods. This ini-
tiative not only supports fam-
ilies looking to generate extra 
income or house loved ones but 
also strengthens our commu-
nities with more diverse and 
accessible housing choices."
	 Through the loan programs, 

the BHC provides income-eli-
gible owners of 1-3 unit homes 
who plan to add an ADU with 
a Technical Assistant Grant 
of up to $7,500. This grant 
provides eligible homeowners 
with targeted funding and 
staff guidance throughout the 
pre-construction phases of re-
searching, designing, and per-
mitting their ADU. Additional-
ly, homeowners can apply for 
an ADU Loan from the City 
of up to $50,000 to support 
construction costs. The ADU 
Loan carries 0% interest and 
is deferred, meaning there are 
no monthly payments. Home-
owners approved for this pro-
gram are paired with a BHC 
Construction Specialist who 
monitors progress throughout 
the building process. Eligible 
homeowners who receive an 
ADU Loan may also explore 
additional financing opportu-

nities with participating lend-
ers. To qualify for the program, 
applicants must meet specific 
income and asset limits.
	 “Accessory Dwelling Units 
are an important part of our 
strategy to expand housing op-
tions in Boston,” said Sheila 
A. Dillon, Chief of Housing. 
“ADUs give homeowners a 
way to create additional liv-
ing spaces that can serve as a 
source of income, provide hous-
ing for family members, and 
help address the city’s housing 
needs. By making it easier to 
build ADUs, we are supporting 
residents, increasing housing 
supply, and strengthening 
neighborhoods.”
	 As part of this effort, the 
City is also piloting a new 

ADU Bank Loan in partner-
ship with local banks, Leader 
Bank, Dedham/Southshore 
Bank, Needham Bank, and 
the Cooperative Bank. Rec-
ognizing the challenges posed 
by construction expenses, the 
Boston Home Center and the 
Mayor’s Office of New Urban 
Mechanics initiated a collab-
oration with Harvard’s Labo-
ratory for Values in the Built 
Environment and local lending 
institutions to develop innova-
tive solutions that ensure low- 
and moderate- income home-
owners can access the unique 
benefits ADUs provide. This 
resulting loan fills a gap in the 
market, providing affordable 

infamously delicious baked goods 
of Solid Ground Café (thank you 
Lucia and Keith!). Pam Carthy 
and the Penguin will be support-
ing the event as well- please grab 
a slice of pizza while we wait for 
the Trolley! We will be giving 
out canvas “Shop Small” tote 
bags in honor of Small Business 
Saturday this past weekend in 
hopes that throughout the whole 
season (and year for that matter) 
you will continue to shop locally 

in Mission Hill and help promote 
our businesses to those around 
you.
	 Rain or shine, frigid or warm, 
we will be there, and I hope you 
will be too!
	 Our artists at the Mission Hill 
Artists Collective have been busy 
and have a lot happening this 
month for us to look forward to 
and enjoy. The Mission Hill Hol-
iday Market returns on Friday, 
December 13th and Friday, De-
cember 20th from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
in the main plaza entrance of 
One Brigham Circle (1620 Trem-
ont). There will be an assortment 

of original paintings, a diverse 
variety of hand-crafted jewelry, 
handmade products, seasonal 
products and more. Please come 
out and support Mission Hill’s 
local artists and artisans this 
holiday season!
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Thank You All!! We’re  grateful for an awesome year and 
honored to serve you! Stop by for gourmet dark roast coffee

& A GREAT 
NEW 2025!!

1524 Tremont St. (across from Mission Church)

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!
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Boston Credit Union, Dana Farber Cancer Center, MH Post 327,
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What's Happening
Continued from page 4

New tools to assist residents in building Accessory Dwelling Units

Continued on page 7
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Artist Chris Burke shows visitors his many examples of his 
work including a complete chess set. 
Inset: A chess set queen fashioned as the Greek mythological 
character Medusa by metal artist Chris Burke.
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HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE AT STONYBROOK METAL ARTS

Open House & Winter Market: December 6–7 from 10am - 2pm

nbss.edu/openhouse

An inside look 
at America’s first 

trade school

NBSS_ING_1-6 page Open House_241105.indd   1NBSS_ING_1-6 page Open House_241105.indd   1 11/25/24   3:28 PM11/25/24   3:28 PM

FALL2024 
OPEN HOUSES 
DDEECC..44TTHH  //  VVIIRRTTUUAALL  
ALL GRADES: 6:00-7:00 

Middle school Visit Days 
Dec. 4th and 6th from 8:00 am -10:00 am 

- - - - - - - - - - - ! :
LEARN MORE and REGISTER 
NEWMANBOSTON.ORG/ADMISSIONS/ADMISSION-EVENTS 

A t the comer qfi,f arlborough Street and the world. 

all gender

Derek Kouyoumjian Photos

	 Stonybrook Metal Arts at 24 
Porter Street in JP held a Holi-

day Open House. The event fea-
tured the work of resident artists 
as well as classes in welding, 
casting, jewelery making, and 

more. Visitors could purchase 
gifts for the holidays or even 
learn how to make them.

Anne Sasser, co-owner of Stonybrook Metal Arts, stands with 
David, made by the other co-owner Morris Norvin.

Metalworking artist Eve Schauer conducts a class on making molds for aluminum pieces.
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financing to cover construction 
costs associated with building 
ADUs.
	 “Our research shows that 
homeowners need new loan 
products to meet the unique 
opportunity that rental ADUs 
can offer homeowners, and pro-
vide equitable access to ADU 
financing,” said Charu Singh, 
Research Associate at the Lab-
oratory for Values in the Built 
Environment at Harvard GSD. 
“I’m proud of the groundbreak-
ing work our group has done to 
equitably expand the lending 
toolbox, especially during this 
time when Boston is struggling 
with too few housing options 
and high costs.”
	 Building on Mayor Wu’s 
commitment to remove bar-
riers to building ADUs across 
Boston’s neighborhoods, the 
ADU Guidebook is designed 
to provide homeowners with 
practical guidance and inspi-
ration for adding an ADU to 
their property, whether it is for 
additional living space, rent-
al income, or housing family 
members. The ADU Guide-
book features realistic, build-
able designs tailored to Bos-

ton’s neighborhoods. Although 
the designs will still require 
permits and may need review 
by the Zoning Board of Appeal, 
they offer a clear starting point 
to help residents more easily 
move forward with their ADU. 
It will be available online and 
at all Boston Public Library 
branches.
	 “This Guidebook is a fan-
tastic starting point for anyone 
looking to add another unit to 
their home, and we hope it will 
inspire people to see ADUs as 
an expedient and unique way 
to add to our housing stock,” 
said Chief of Planning Kai-
ros Shen. “I look forward to 

working with the community 
on new complementary zoning 
that will make the process of 
adding an ADU more flexible 
and affordable.”
	 These initiatives align 
with the City’s broader zon-
ing reform efforts to enable 
more housing options across 
Boston. By updating zoning 
regulations, the City aims to 
break down barriers and fos-
ter flexible housing solutions. 
ADUs not only help increase 
the housing stock but also 
offer residents opportunities 
to age in place, provide extra 
space for growing families, 
or generate rental income. 

ADUs can help residents stay 
in their neighborhoods, adapt 
their homes, and address their 
evolving needs. By allowing 
various forms of ADUs, the 
City aims to help homeowners 
fully utilize their properties, 
create more space, or unlock 
new income opportunities.
	 Founded in 2010 as one of 
the first municipal innovation 
offices in the world, the May-
or's Office of New Urban Me-
chanics serves as the City's civ-
ic research and design team, 
building partnerships between 
internal and external agencies 
to pilot projects that increase 
the quality of life for all of Bos-

ton's residents and visitors.
	 The City of Boston’s Plan-
ning Department shapes 
growth that serves Boston’s 
residents and centers their 
needs. Our mission is to ad-
dress our City’s greatest chal-
lenges: resilience, affordabili-
ty, and equity, and to take real 
estate actions and prioritize 
planning, development, and 
urban design solutions that 
further these priorities. We 
seek to build trust with com-
munities through transparent 
processes that embrace pre-
dictable growth and shape a 
more inclusive city for all.
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HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE AT STONYBROOK METAL ARTS

Gourmet pizzas,Gourmet pizzas,
salads, calzones, salads, calzones, 

appetizers, and more. appetizers, and more. 
Catering services Catering services 

available available 

Fo
r sp

ecial 

disc
ounts, 

order o
nlin

e          617-445-7799 or  617-445-7790
   www.crispydoughpizzeria.com

 We Deliver
Open 7 days   • 1514 Tremont St. Mission Hill

CRISPY DOUGH 

PIZZERIA

Wishing Everyone Wishing Everyone 
a Great and  a Great and  

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!

Happy Thanksgiving!

from

your neighborhood butcher placeyour neighborhood butcher place

HALAL | Fresh meat
fresh chicken | organic olive oil

 Open 7 days • 9am till 9pm
1522 Tremont St . Mission Hill

 next to Crispy Dough Pizzeria 

Hebron Market

Happy Holidays!
to everyone

ADUs
Continued from page 5

Molten aluminum is poured 
into molds.

The audience, kept a safe distance back from the activity, is 
captivated by the metalworking demonstration.

Taking a break from a visit with their son living in JP, Honi 
Kawut and Mark Landsberg work on making molds.

Jewelery artist Kylie Weinzierl shows 
some of her impressive work.

Artist Kalamu Kieta with his piece Sculptural 
Land Camera, a repurposed professional 
video camera from the 1970s.

Artist Danilo Vega-Micci shows off his 
candleabra piece. 
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by Penny & Ed Cherubino

	 Researchers and doctors are 
slowly looking to food to improve 
mental, emotional, and brain 
health. Recently, we’ve read re-
ports on the benefits of cooking 
as a therapy for depression, anx-
iety, and post-traumatic stress 
disorder. 
	 Research points to ways cook-

ing can improve executive and 
cognitive function in those with 
mild cognitive impairment. Oth-
er studies promote cooking for 
patients with obstructive pul-
monary disease, cardiovascular 
disease, traumatic brain injury, 
and stroke.

Benefits of Cooking 
	 It’s often suggested that you 

keep learning to improve your 
brain health. You might learn a 
new language, practice medita-
tion, yoga, or tai chi, play word 
games, volunteer, or become 
physically and socially more ac-
tive. Research has shown that 
cooking can be added to this list. 
For us, cooking and learning 
about food, wine, and food cul-
ture are a focus for our lifetime 
learning goals. 
	 Food and Wine magazine 
quoted Hillary Ammon, Psy.D., 
a clinical psychologist at the Cen-
ter for Anxiety & Women’s Emo-
tional Wellness. “Cooking can 
serve both purpose and pleasure, 
Ammon says. “It is a hobby that 
can provide a sense of purpose 
— nourishing your body or cook-
ing for others — and a sense of 
pleasure, in that it brings you joy 
or satisfaction,” she explained. 
“When we consider some of the 
basic tenets of treating depres-
sion in therapy, we are often 
looking to ensure people have 
both purposeful and pleasurable 
activities in their lives.”

Cooking Therapy
	 Other findings show that the 
steps you take in cooking, such 

as planning what to cook, follow-
ing a recipe, and being creative, 
improve your executive function 
capacity. Initial research on 

the  topic has led to programs of 
“Cooking Therapy.” 
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Fresh and Local

Cooking and mental health

 Gazette Pet of the Week
                by Sarah Carroll

“Gazette Pet of the Week” is sponsored by 

Sarah Carroll, realtor®The Residential Group at William Raveis Real Estate
16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116

781-820-0280 or sarah@residentialgroup.com

www.buddydoghs.org

SKYLAR
Skylar is a beautiful 7 
year old gal who was 

adopted years ago and 
then found herself back 
at the shelter because 
her family was gone 

long hours daily. She is 
a big girl and so sweet! 
She is hoping her new 
family will come along 
soon, as she is used to 

being a family pet!

Mayor’s Office Photos by John Wilcox

	 Following on the success of the city’s continuing Open Newbury program, the inaugural 
Open Newbury: Holiday Stroll transformed a stretch of Newbury Street into a pedestrian-only, 
vehicle-free walkway on Sunday, Dec. 1.
	 Open Newbury, which the city launched in the summer of 2016 and continues to hold each 
summer, opens up a mile-long, eight-block stretch from Berkeley Street to Massachusetts 
Avenue for shopping, dining, and family-friendly activities.
	​ Open Newbury: Holiday Stroll is scheduled to return from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. on Sunday, 
Dec. 8, and in case of inclement weather, a makeup date has been scheduled for Dec. 15.

OPEN NEWBURY STREET RETURNS FOR THE HOLIDAYS

(Photo by Yunus Tuğ)

Cooking is good for your mental health and brain health. 
Cooking with others increases the benefits. 

Continued on page 11
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Name	��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Address 
7-Eleven Store 	��������������������������������������������� 415 Center / Huntingtin Ave
Levinson Bldg	�����������������������������������������������������835 Huntington Aveenue
Neville Building	���������������������������������������������������������� Huntington Avenue
Robert & Theresa Parks Community Building............Mission Park Drive
Flynn House	��������������������������������������������������������������� 805 Huntington Ave
Huntington Market	����������������������������������������������������818 Huntington Ave
Huntntgton Pizza	�������������������������������������������������������784 Huntington Ave
Carman' S Beauty Salon	���������������������������������������������764 Huntington Ave
Green Coffe Shop	��������������������������������������������������������750 Huntington Ave
Davos Wine& Spirits	��������������������������������������������������754 Huntington Ave
Flames	�������������������������������������������������������������������������746 Huntington Ave
Hollywood Dry Cleaners	���������������������������������������������742 Huntington Ave
Udb Uq	������������������������������������������������������������������������738 Huntington Ave
Halal Indian Cuisine	��������������������������������������������������766 Huntington Ave
Brigham Liquors	���������������������������������������������������������732 Huntington Ave
Brighman Circle Chines	���������������������������������������������728 Huntington Ave
The Mission Pub	���������������������������������������������������������724 Huntington Ave
Stop & Shop 	������������������������������������������������������Tremont And Huntington
Walgreens	����������������������������������������������������������Tremont And Huntington
J P Lick's	������������������������������������������������������������Tremont And Huntington
Bank Of America	�����������������������������������������������Tremont And Huntington
Citizens Bank	����������������������������������������������������Tremont And Huntington

Name	��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Address 
Puddingston Tavenen	������������������������������������������������������ 1592 Tremont St
Tremont House Of Pizza	�������������������������������������������������� 1590 Tremont St
Subway Sandwiches 	������������������������������������������������������� 1578 Tremont St
Mini Mart	������������������������������������������������������������������������� 1576 Tremont St
Boston Property	��������������������������������������������������������������� 1570 Tremont St
Elen Real State 	��������������������������������������������������������������� 1568 Tremont St
Spinney Auto Insurance	�������������������������������������������������� 1560 Tremont St
Mikes Donut	�������������������������������������������������������������������� 1524 Tremont St
Lillys Gourmet	����������������������������������������������������������������� 1528 Tremont St
Crispy Dough Pizza	�������������������������������������������������1514  Huntington Ave
Discount Auto Part	���������������������������������������������������������� 1486 Tremont St
Laundromat	��������������������������������������������������������������������� 1460 Tremont St
Dunkin Donut	������������������������������������������������������������������ 1631 Tremont St
Solstice Café	��������������������������������������������������������������������� 1623 Tremont St
Mission Hill Liquors	�������������������������������������������������������� 1623 Tremont St
Flann O'brien 'S	��������������������������������������������������������������� 1621 Tremont St
Mission Hill American Legion	 1617 Tremont St
Mission Hill Properties 	������������������������������������������������ 1607 Trewmont St
Mission Hill Post Office	��������������������������������������������������� 1575 Tremont St
1575 Longwood Street Apts	 1575 Tremont St
Needham Bank	�������������������������������������������������������������������������Tremont St
Bruggels Bakery	����������������������������������������������������������� 375 Longwood Ave
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By Sharon Durkan

	 This holiday season, as shop-
pers fill our streets and families 
visit our iconic neighborhoods, 
my greatest wish is that every-
one has a safe and welcoming 
experience, but too often I hear 
about reckless scooters and mo-
peds overwhelming our streets. 
In District 8 and beyond, we have 
heard the familiar story that res-
idents are dodging unregistered 
vehicles on sidewalks, cyclists 
are squeezed out of bike lanes, 
and pedestrians cross in fear.
	 These dangers aren’t just in-
convenient, it's a situation that's 
waiting to escalate. That’s why, 
as chair of the City Council’s 
Committee on Planning, Devel-
opment, and Transportation, I 
convened a hearing earlier this 
year to address the urgent need 
for stronger rules and enforce-
ment for micromobility devic-
es like scooters, mopeds, and 
e-bikes.
	 The testimonies we heard from 
residents were sobering. Fami-
lies described mopeds speeding 
on sidewalks, weaving through 
oncoming traffic, and ignoring 
pedestrians in crosswalks. Oth-
ers pointed out the lack of clar-
ity about enforcement—unsure 
when enforcement could occur 
in specific situations. One resi-
dent from Beacon Hill noted that 
while recent crackdowns have 
reduced some reckless behavior, 
the issue persists because offend-
ers assume their actions will go 
unpunished.
	 It’s clear we need a multi-fac-
eted approach to reclaim our 
streets and sidewalks. One 
that requires a lot of partner-
ship between the City of Boston 
Transportation Department, the 
Boston Police Department, resi-
dents, app-based delivery com-
panies, and state lawmakers. 
Boston has made strides in ex-
panding micromobility options, 
but as we introduce new modes 
of transportation, we must also 
ensure they can coexist safely 
with pedestrians, cyclists, and 
drivers. 
	 Here’s how we can do it:

Hold Delivery Platforms 
Accountable

	 Many of the scooters and mo-
peds creating chaos belong to 
delivery drivers for platforms 

like DoorDash, GrubHub, and 
Uber Eats. At our hearing, we 
discussed the importance of hold-
ing these companies accountable. 
We must demand that companies 
ensure that their delivery driv-
ers are registered, have valid 
licenses and insurance, and mon-
itor their compliance with traffic 
laws. 
	 Our office has already been 
proactive on these matters. We’ve 
met directly with UberEats, 
GrubHub, and DoorDash to urge 
them to adopt stronger training 
programs that acknowledge the 
“Rules of The Road” and enforce 
guidelines that demand, and 
incentivize safety among their 
drivers. These conversations are 
an important step toward hold-
ing these platforms accountable, 
but we still have a lot of work to 
do!

Enforce Traffic  
Laws Aggressively

	 Our hearing reinforced the 
need for stronger enforcement. 
Residents repeatedly cited reck-
less moped drivers as a major 
hazard, yet many operators seem 
undeterred by existing laws. Bos-
ton Police must have the tools, 
and the mandate, to confiscate 
unregistered vehicles, and crack 

down on violations like driving 
on sidewalks or blowing through 
red lights.
	 And I'm not asking the Police 
Department to chase scooters or 
mopeds, this may be unsafe for 
the operator and nearby pedes-
trians and the law enforcement 
themselves, but we need auto-
mated enforcement mechanisms, 
such as cameras that detect 
speeding and red-light running, 
which would require coordinated 
action between the State and 
City governments. Cities across 
the U.S. have used these tools to 
great effect, reducing dangerous 
behaviors without overburden-
ing police.
	 The Boston Police Depart-
ment has worked with the Boston 
Transportation Department, and 
in partnership with my office to 
remove the most dangerous us-
ers from the road, impounding 
unlicensed scooters in violation 
of the law recently. These mea-
sures, while impactful, must be 
part of a broader, more sustained 
approach.

	 Create a Culture of Safety
	 Education and incentives can 
and should complement enforce-
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Remember the needy on 
your shopping list

Americans already have been spending a record amount of money 
thus far this holiday season, spurred on by the extended "Black 
Friday" (we are using air quotes because Black Friday sales began 
in early November), Small Business Saturday, and Cyber Monday 
shopping days.
However, amidst our zeal to find the "perfect" gifts for our family 
members and friends, we hope that our readers make the effort, no 
matter how small, to remember those in need this holiday season.
As we noted in this space two weeks ago, homelessness is at an all-
time high in this country. For example, almost one-in-eight New 
York City school children experienced homelessness during the most 
recent school year.
The simple reality is that for far too many of our fellow Americans, 
the holidays bring little or no joy. 
There are countless ways by which each of us can make the holidays 
brighter for those who are less fortunate, ranging from toy drives to 
food banks to Salvation Army Santas. With Christmas fast approach-
ing because of the shortened holiday season, we urge everyone who 
has the ability to do so to make that small effort to help those for 
whom the holidays are just another day.

Hopefully, Musk will 
bring us self-driving cars

Everyone concedes that Musk unquestionably is a visionary who 
already has revolutionized the automobile industry. He was named 
Time Magazine's Person of the Year for the success of Tesla, which 
made electric vehicles available to the mass market. Tesla has done 
more than any other company in the world to address the existential 
threat of climate change caused by fossil-burning fuels.
Two months ago, Musk held a publicity event for the press and 
investors to showcase his plans for self-driving robo-taxis, which he 
said will be available by 2027. Self-driving vehicles will be powered 
by AI and Musk's companies have committed to buying billions of 
dollars of AI computer chips from Nvidia, the American chip company 
founded by another visionary, Jensen Huang.
A few months back, we wrote of our visit to San Francisco and men-
tioned that we drove in autonomous electric taxis operated by Waymo, 
which was founded by Google. Our experience, as  has been the case 
with everyone who has used Waymo, was amazing.
Waymo is now expanding to Los Angeles, Phoenix, Austin, Atlanta, 
and Florida and clearly is the industry leader in robo-taxis.
Self-driving electric vehicles represent the future -- and  it is com-
ing faster than anyone ever expected thanks to Nvidia, whose AI 
chips will be key to the revolution. Self-driving electric vehicles 
not only will be good for the planet, but they also will benefit each 
of us in our everyday lives -- they will be safer (all but eliminating 
the carnage that exists on our highways today), they will reduce 
our auto insurance and repair costs, and they will allow for greater 
independence for both the young and old for whom driver's licenses 
are iffy propositions.
Although Waymo is doing great things with robo-taxis, a car man-
ufacturer such as Tesla can scale-up production to meet the mass 
market.  We would note here that GM tried the robo-taxi field with 
its Cruise fleet, but it presently is on hold because of safety issues.
Although Waymo already has a huge lead on Tesla, we have no doubt 
that once Elon Musk sets his mind to it, Tesla will catch up to -- and 
surpass -- Waymo. And, we hope, the sooner the better.

Continued on page 11
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ment. Drivers should complete 
safety training courses and un-
derstand the consequences of 
reckless behavior. Educational 
materials (available in multiple 
languages) should be widely dis-
tributed. At the same time, de-
livery platforms can incentivize 
safe driving by rewarding drivers 
with clean records and creat-
ing metrics to measure driving 
performance. Given the location 
based platform, they know which 
drivers skirt laws, speed and 
drive dangerously. We need to 
change the intensive system here 
to promote responsible behavior 
to improve public safety.

Engage and  
Empower Residents

	 Our neighborhoods are filled 
with vigilant residents who care 
deeply about their and their 
neighbors’ safety. If you don't 
believe me, check out the 3-1-1 
website! We should continue to 
encourage residents to document 
and share incidents on 3-1-1 and 
this data should directly inform 
enforcement locations. While 
some of this is already taking 

place, as a City we should do a 
better job communicating with 
residents that their feedback is 
utilized, creating true partner-
ship for the safety of our streets. 
There have already been some 
wins in this department, but we 
need to continue to center the 
feedback of resident reporting. 

Build Streets  
That Work for Everyone

	 The broader issue of micro-
mobility safety is intertwined 
with Boston’s transportation in-
frastructure. Making sure that 
drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians 
are out of conflict by providing 
dedicated space for all road us-
ers, will reduce conflicts. Phys-
ical traffic-calming measures, 
like bollards or cast concrete 
barriers, or raised rumble strips 
and speed humps, can prevent 
reckless driving.
	 I also want to recognize and 
celebrate the efforts already 
underway by the City of Bos-
ton Transportation Department 
(BTD). They’ve taken significant 
steps to enhance safety as more 
residents and visitors embrace 
two-wheeled transportation as a 
green, congestion reducing solu-
tion, and are working towards 

realizing Vision Zero. 

Realize Vision Zero
	 Boston’s commitment to “Vi-
sion Zero”, eliminating fatal and 
serious traffic crashes by 2030, 
demands that we take swift and 
decisive action. This is about cre-
ating a city where every mode of 
transportation can coexist safely. 
The testimonies and emails we 
have received have underscored 
that residents want action, peri-
od. 

I don't want a lot for Christmas 
There is just one thing I need 
I don't care about the presents 
Underneath the Christmas tree 

I just want safe streets for all 
Paths where no one fears to fall 
Let this dream come true 
All I want this season is peace 
for you

	 Happy holidays to all!

	 Sharon Durkan is Boston City 
Councilor for District 8, includ-
ing the West End, Beacon Hill, 
Back Bay, Fenway and Mission 
Hill, and is Chair of the Council’s 
Committee on Planning, Develop-
ment and Transportation.

Op-Ed
Continued from page 10

There are many versions of cook-
ing therapy, which is a new ap-
proach. Ammon explained that 
it can involve a patient cooking 
with their therapist. While cook-
ing, the therapist can lead a re-
laxed discussion of the patient’s 
mental health issues. 

Side Benefits
	 One side benefit of cooking is 
improved nutrition. When you 
shop for good ingredients, choose 
recipes that will improve your 
health conditions, and cook the 
food yourself, you make a big 
step towards eating what’s good 
for you. 
	 As more links between your 
brain health and microbiome 

are proven, cooking at home will 
enable you to add more fiber, 
fermented foods, and foods rich 
in Omega-3 fatty acids and an-
tioxidants to your menus. Even 
learning what these are is a ben-
efit.
	 Cooking can be a form of 
self-expression and a creative 
outlet for many. It can also 
promote mindfulness, enhance 
self-esteem, and promote self-
care. Cooking with and for others 
is an excellent form of socializa-
tion. People have always bond-
ed through food. For those who 
have always cooked, teaching 
and supporting those who could 
benefit from learning to cook can 
be mutually beneficial. 
	 Today, physicians are happy 
to refer patients with specific 
health conditions to registered 
dietitians who can provide food 

guidelines as a control factor. 
We were recently prescribed the 
MIND Diet as one that would be 
great for our brains. It combines 
the Mediterranean and DASH 
diets and is recommended for se-
niors as a preventative measure 
against cognitive loss.
	 Since it is always a good idea 
to check in with your primary 
care physician before you make 
any lifestyle changes, make an 
appointment and ask for guid-
ance on how you might use this 
new research on the value of 
cooking and cooking therapy to 
help manage any brain-related 
issues you would like to discuss. 

	 Do you have a question or 
topic for Fresh & Local? Email 
Penny@BostonZest.com with 
your suggestion.

Fresh & Local
Continued from page 8
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Non-Profit & Small Business Development Series

Join Northeastern City and Community
Engagement for a series of online and
in-person trainings around key topics
for non-profits and small businesses. 

Register Here:

Colleges and Universities can be
important stakeholders for non-
profit organizations and small
businesses. Join representatives
from across Northeastern
University as they share more
about opportunities to engage
with the student, staff, research,
facility, and community resources
for organizations and small
businesses. 

December 11th
12:00-1:30pm

Online Only

 Special to the Gazette

	 Winter Fest, a large-scale, 
immersive winter experience 
has transformed Hood Park in 
Charlestown into a dazzling won-
derland featuring a breathtaking 
festival of lights. From Decem-
ber 5th through January 25th, 

guests can enjoy ice skating, an 
Après Ski Veuve Clicquot Gon-
dola Lounge, charming shopping 
vendors, festive food & beverage, 
and a life-size ice castle adorned 

in twinkling lights.
	 Presented by team behind 
Wicked Haunt Fest, highlights 
include special meet-and-greets 
with Santa on the weekends, 
a whimsical toy workshop, and 
a life-size gingerbread house. 
Winter Fest will offer themed 
food and beverage stations fea-
turing winter warmers such as 
decadent hot chocolate with sea-
sonal toppings like house-made 
marshmallow and crushed pep-
permint as well as select beers 
and wines. The Après Ski Veuve 
Clicquot Gondola Lounge trans-
ports guests to Aspen and is the 
perfect photo-worthy place to 
make a champagne toast.
	 The festival’s stage comes 
alive with local artists perform-
ing beloved holiday classics that 
capture the spirit of the season. 
The festivities kick off with the 

lighting of a majestic 32-foot 
Christmas tree and continue 
with attractions for visitors of 
all ages. Winter Fest is proudly 
sponsored by Beasley and Bent 
Water Brewing, whose support 
helps bring this magical celebra-
tion to life.
	 “We set out to create an ex-
perience that feels like you’re 
stepping into a storybook, where 
every corner brings a new mo-
ment of magic,” said Creative Di-
rector, Carl Rugato.  Katie Kwi-
atkowski, Director of Events and 
Marketing at MNM Restaurant 
Group says Winter Fest is more 
than a festival,  “it’s a celebration 
of community, seasonal tradi-
tions and the beauty of winter.”
	 With its easily accessible lo-
cation and ample parking—of-
fering three hours of free park-
ing—Winter Fest promises an 

enjoyable experience without the 
hassle of overcrowded spaces. 
Whether guests are planning a 
festive family outing or a roman-
tic winter escape, Winter Fest 
ensures a relaxed and spacious 
environment for everyone. The 
festival is located at 100 Hood 
Park Dr., Boston, MA, 02129. 

	 For tickets, event hours, and 
additional information, visit 
www.winterfestboston.com or 
follow on social media @boston-
swinterfest.

Boston’s biggest and most magical festive experience is coming
A new tradition lights up Hood Park with massive 

light displays and seasonal magic for the entire family

Derek Kouyoumjian photo

Tradesman at Hood Park is  decked out for the holidays. 

Scan here to visit their website 
for more information and 
schedule of events.


