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We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
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Richard Buttiglieri
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Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3

T O P  B I L L I N G
Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588

REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

VOLUME 19, No. 41

WEDNESDAY
February 14, 2018

INDEPENDENT
N E W S P A P E R  G R O U P

YOUR HOMETOWN  NEWSPAPER SINCE 1881

REVERE JOURNAL  

INDEX
Editorial 4

Police News 16

Sports 11

Classifieds	 18-19

DEATHS

            (617)569-6044   (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K
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GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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By Laura PLummer

The Community Alliance of 
Mission Hill (CAMH) met on 
April 20, where it heard an up-
date regarding problem proper-
ties and considered two petitions. 
Around 35 members of the public 
attended.

Problem Properties
CAMH Working Group mem-

ber Dave Greenup discussed his 
group’s collaboration with the 
Mission Hill Problem Properties 
Task Force (MHPPTF). According 
to him, there have been several 
recent reports of loud daytime 
parties, including several on Cal-
umet Street.

A video showed some 80 stu-
dents dancing to loud music in 
the backyard of 95 Calumet St. 

on the afternoon of Patriots Day, 
April 19. The video was sent to 
Northeastern University officials 
and City Councilor Kenzie Bok.

Homeowners want to know 
what the City and universities 
can do to curb the behavior and 
whether or not large outdoor 
gatherings require permits. One 
resident suggested that colleges 

By Laura PLummer

La Alianza Comunitaria de 
Mission Hill (CAMH) se reunió 
el 20 de abril, donde escuchó una 
actualización sobre casas prob-

lemáticas y consideró dos peti-
ciones. Asistieron alrededor de 35 
miembros del público.

Casas Problemáticas
Dave Greenup, del grupo de 

trabajo de CAMH, habló sobre la 

colaboración de su grupo con el 
grupo de trabajo de casas prob-
lemáticas de Mission Hill (MH-
PPTF). Según él, ha habido var-

Task force reports uptick in daytime student parties

Aumento en fiestas estudiantiles durante el día

SPRING CLEANUP

Mission Hill Community Garden Coordinator Rubi He pours some mulch along the tulips 
during  the annual Spring Cleanup at the Mission Hill Community Garden on Parker Street. 
See Pages 8 and 9 for more photos.

Continued on page 4

By Lauren Bennett

A birthday celebration was 
held for landscape designer Fred-
erick Law Olmsted, creator of 
the Emerald Necklace parks, on 
April 27th at Jamaica Pond. Olm-
sted would have been 200 years 
old this year, but the celebration 
was held a day after his actual 
birthday due to rain. 

Many friends, supporters, 
neighbors, and park activists 
came out to the pond for the 
celebration, where local storytell-
er Diane Edgecomb and harpist 
Margot Chamberlain told stories 
and sang songs. Proclamations 
were read, including one by May-

or Michelle Wu (though she was 
unable to attend) declaring April 
26 “Gerry Wright Day” in the city 
of Boston.

Gerry Wright has celebrated 
Frederick Law Olmsted each 
year in the City of Boston, writ-
ing and performing a one-man 
play about Olmsted. Wright has 
worked in human services and 
conservation for many years, and 
is the founder of the Friends 
of Jamaica Pond. Wright was 
the highlight of this event, with 
many people stopping to chat 
with him in his Olmsted costume. 

Olmsted 2022 honored both 

Neighbors celebrate Frederick 
Law Olmsted’s 200th birthday

Photo by Lauren Bennett

Photo by Derek Kouyoumjian

Gerry Wright, dressed as Frederick Law Olmsted, throws a 
Frederick Law Olmsted baseball cap into the crowd. April 26, 
Frederick Law Olmsted’s birthday, was declared “Gerry Wright 
Day” in Boston by Mayor Michelle Wu, to honor Wright’s 
commitment to the Emerald Necklace Parks.

Continued on page 7

Continued on page 4

Happy 
Mother’s 

Day

Happy 
Mother’s 

Day



2 • Mission Hill Gazette  •  MAY 6, 2022

By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu announced 
on May 2 that the Boston Public 
Library (BPL) will offer $200 
one-hour wedding ceremonies in 
the Central Library’s Guastavi-
no Room. 

“…our libraries are homes 
away from home for so many 
Bostonians,” Wu said at the press 
conference. “To make sure that 
this space and all the features 
and resources and history here 
is free to all, the library system 
has continued to find ways to 
return the space to the people 
of Boston.”

Minister Carla Firestone, who 
has officiated past BPL wed-
ding giveaways, said that “how 
amazing is it that couples can 
begin their journey together in 
a place that specializes in new 
beginnings? COVID has made 
couples rethink how they want to 
get married and this opportunity 
offers to many more couples the 
opportunity to get married in an 
inspiring space.”

The ceremonies, which will be 
one hour each, will be offered on 
the first Monday of each month, 
starting on June 6. Registration 
begins on May 1, and registra-
tion must be completed at bpl.
org/1-hour-wedding-ceremony. 
Ceremonies will be available on 
a first-come, first serve basis.

Couples are welcome to in-
vite up to eight guests to the 
ceremony, and the Guastavino 
Room will be available for formal 
photos after the ceremony. 

“We are excited to have this 
opportunity to offer couples 
wanting an intimate ceremony 
a chance to have the Boston 
Public Library become a spe-
cial part of their life together,” 
David Leonard, President of the 
Boston Public Library, said in a 
statement. “The McKim Building 
has always been the ‘palace for 
the people,’ and we are excited 
to be able to make it available to 
couples that might not otherwise 
have access to this space.” 

More details about the 
package can be found at bpl.
org/1-hour-wedding-ceremony. 

Questions can be relayed to 
the BPL Special Events Office 
at events@bpl.org or at 617-859-
2212.

“The library takes seriously 
the words on the front of the 
building,” Leonard said: “Free 
to All.”

Staff report

Suffolk County District At-
torney Kevin Hayden on May 
2 announced the allocation of 
$400,000 from his office’s Asset 
Forfeiture Fund to expand an 
innovative alternative-to-prose-
cution program with the goal of 
aiding individuals who reside in 
and frequent the Mass and Cass 
section of Boston.

Hayden called the extraordi-
nary expenditure “a fitting use of 
assets seized from drug dealers 
to directly address the most visi-
ble and problematic drug-related 
geographic area in Massachu-
setts today.”

“It’s clear that traditional 
court involvement is not the an-
swer for many of the vulnerable 
individuals in the center or fring-
es of Mass and Cass.  We need 
to present alternative solutions 
that identify and address the 
issues that brought them there in 
the first place.  I’m confident this 
program does that, and I think 
money seized from drug-related 
convictions is a fitting method to 
fund it,” Hayden said.

The funds will expand Ser-
vices Over Sentences (SOS), a 

program begun in Suffolk County 
district and municipal courts by 
the Suffolk DA’s office last year in 
partnership with North Suffolk 
Mental Health Association.  Un-
der SOS, non-violent offenders 
with mental health or substance 
use disorders can volunteer to 
work with clinicians and recov-
ery coaches on an intensive re-
covery program.  The program’s 
motto is “modify the behavior, 
treat the disease.”

Program participants are as-
sessed based on their level of risk 
– referring to their likelihood of 
participating in criminal or oth-
erwise dangerous behavior – and 
their level of need for services.  
Current SOS programming is 
available to those who present 
as low risk, low need.  The pro-
gram expansion will create a new, 
more intensive track of services 
and programming available to 
individuals up to the highest risk 
and need categories.  

Prosecutors will retain discre-
tion to determine whether diver-
sion through the SOS program is 
appropriate based on the assess-
ment of the individual and their 
criminal case. Depending on the 
case, an eligible individual may 
voluntarily participate in the 
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    facebook.com/yawkeywayreport
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HIRING

Suffolk County DA announces $400,000 funding for Mass and Cass alternative-to-prosecution program
SOS program on a pre-arraign-
ment or post-arraignment basis.  
If pre-arraignment, a completed 
program can prevent an individ-
ual from acquiring a court record.  
If post-arraignment, a completed 
program can mitigate or replace 
a conviction or traditional sen-
tencing.

The appropriation from 
Hayden’s office will fund a pro-
gram coordinator, two recovery 
coaches. a clinician, computers 
and other equipment. The ex-
pansion increases the program’s 
capacity to absorb the anticipat-
ed influx of cases arising in the 
Mass and Cass area during the 
spring and summer months. Pro-
gram workers would be present 
in court and on site.

Audrey Clairmont, Director of 
Addiction Services at NSMHA, 
said the SOS program will help 
identify and treat the factors 
involved in bringing individuals 
into the Mass and Cass area 
with the goal of providing them 

the support to leave it.  SOS per-
sonnel will work with program 
participants on establishing a 
source of income, ensuring safe 
and stable housing, developing 
skills and educational training, 
ensuring access to healthy food 
and access to healthcare, detox 
and sobriety services, she said.

“The individuals at Mass and 
Cass are complex, high risk and 
high need. The SOS program 
brings the worlds of treatment, 
recovery and criminal justice to-
gether for a full system of care 
approach to empower these in-
dividuals to lead healthy, fulfill-
ing and productive lives in their 
communities,” Clairmont said. 

Hayden said the money from 
his office’s Asset Forfeiture Fund 
is designated to fund the first 
year of the program.  His of-
fice helped draft a state budget 
amendment that would help fund 
the program’s second and sub-
sequent years and is exploring 
private funding and other op-

tions as well. 
“We’ll be looking at every pos-

sible funding source because the 
needs of community members 
and vulnerable individuals at 
Mass and Cass demand it.  Our 
hope is that the success of the 
program will be its greatest ad-
vertisement for additional fund-
ing,” Hayden said.

Sen. Nick Collins (D-South 
Boston), a member of the Joint 
Committee on Mental Health 
and Substance Abuse, called the 
mental health and substance use 
disorder crisis at Mass and Cass 
“a battle we must win.”

“It will take creative solutions 
and stakeholders from all levels 
of government to prevail.  The 
expansion of the SOS initiative 
sponsored by the Suffolk County 
District Attorney’s office is an 
important way to intervene with 
resources to ensure the public’s 
health and safety needs are being 
addressed holistically,” Collins 
said.

Wu, BPL announce $200 one-hour wedding 
ceremonies at Central Library in Copley Square

78111803
ADVERTISEMENT

CITY OF BOSTON/County of Suffolk            
Boston Centers for Youth & Families (BCYF)

INVITATION FOR BIDS
Transportation services for Camp Joy

EV00010662
Contact Information
Hazel McAfee, Grants Manager
617-635-4920 X2704

Camp Joy Transportation Service at the Ohrenberger Community Center, July 11, 2022 
through August 05, 2022 Transport up to 70 campers to and from the program, with and 
without disabilities, between 3 years to 22 years of age.

The City of Boston(“the City”), acting by the Commissioner of the Boston Centers for Youth& 
Families, hereinafter referred to as the Official, invites sealed bids for the performance of the 
work generally describe above, and particularly set forth in the Invitation for Bids The bid 
documents will be accessible on line from Monday May 09, 2022 through  Wednesday 
May 18, 2022  and then again on Monday  May 23, 2022 through Friday May 27, 2022  by 
visiting the City of Boston Public   Procurement website and Supplier Portal  at the following 
link (http://boston.gov/procurement and accessing the event ID #EV00010662

All sealed bids shall be filed electronically no later than 4:00 pm on Friday May 27, 2022 
by logging onto the City of Boston Procurement website as listed and accessing the above 
event number.

The attention of all bidders is directed to the provisions of the Invitation for Bids and contract 
documents, specifically to the requirements for bid deposits, insurance and performance 
bonds as may be applicable.

Sealed bids shall be opened electronically by the Official on Friday May 27, 2022 at 
4:00 PM. The contract awarded pursuant to this invitation to bid will commence on or about 
July 11, 2022 and will end on August 05, 2022.

Marta Rivera, Interim Commissioner
(May 09, May 16, May 23, 2022)



Mission Hill Gazette  •  MAY 6, 2022  • 3

3

RESERVE 
YOUR 

SEATING 
NOW 

FOR THE 
DINING ROOM

Thai • Sushi • Pick-up • Delivery
order.laughingmonkcafe.com or call 617.232.8000

July 18, August 15, 
August 22, August 29

FALL 2022 REGISTRATION BEGINS JUNE 15

AGES 5-14

WWW.TWDANCE.COM
SUZYTWDC@GMAIL.COM

Circle Members
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, City of Boston Credit 

Union, Dana Farber Cancer Center, Needham Bank, New 
England Baptist Hospital, Northeastern University and 

Wentworth Institute of Technology.

Mission Hill Main Streets
1542 Tremont Street 
Boston, MA 02115
(617) 232  0182
mainstreetsellenwalker@gmail.com
https://explore.missionhillmainstreet.com

MISSION HILL MAIN STREETS

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!
Eat, Play, Live

Corporate Buddy

 

Please join MHMS as we celebrate and honor all moth-
ers’ by wishing them a wonderful, Happy Mothers Day 
on Sunday, May 10th! Check Mission Hill’s local restau-
rants for Mother’s Day Specials for dine in, take out or 

delivery and make their day truly memorable.

By EllEn WalkEr

SpEcial to thE GazEttE

April was a remarkably busy 
month for MHMS and May is 
looking to be even busier! A big 
thank you to all the volunteers 
who came out to help MHMS 
beautify the neighborhood. There 
were three separate clean up 
days this past April by helpers 
that included residents, students, 
city councilors and MHMS board 
members. Our efforts took us 
up Tremont Street from Sewall 
Street, into Brigham Circle and 
the memorial park then down 
Huntington Avenue to S. Hun-
tington. We had challenging 
weather one day, but everyone 
worked through the rain and 
made a positive difference! Thank 
you to City Councilor Kenzie Bok 
and her staff, City  Councilor 
Murphy’s staff, Representative 
Nika Elugardo’s staff and North-
eastern University students and 
especially to our resident volun-
teers.

The neighborhood also cel-
ebrated the opening of a new 
business. Kudos to Mit Patel and 
Jamille Coy of Bread N Butter at 
1562 Tremont Street who offer 
a wide variety of international 
products and treats like hand-
made vegetable samosas, Pocky 
strawberry cream biscuit sticks 
and Lay’s steak-flavored potato 
chips. This shop is worth stop-
ping into the next time you are 
in the area!

Outdoor dining is gearing up 
in the neighborhood and you can 
enjoy “al fresco” dining on Smith 
Street at The Pig, along Tremont 
Street from Tavern of Tales to 
Milkweed Café and all the way 
up to The Pudding Stone Pub or 
in Brigham Circle at The Mis-
sion, Laughing Monk Café and 
Penguin Pizza!

This month will also see a 
visit from Mayor Wu and her 
team who, along with the Parks 
Department, will be at McLaugh-
lin Playground Friday, May 6 
at 9:30am for “Coffee with the 
Mayor.”  This event is always a 
fun time. 

At the end of the month, Me-
morial Day will be fun-packed 
for Mission Hill with two great 
events. First, on Monday, May 
30th, the Mission Hill Ameri-
can Legion Post 327 will hold 
its annual wreath-laying cere-
mony in Brigham Circle. Please 

What’s Happening on Main Streets

Spring Clean Up -  left to right is Raymond, Ari, Anthony, 
Councilor Kenzie Bok, Jolene, Pamela and Joe; in front is 
Danielle, Luisa, Braydon, Mollie and Heather.

Spring Clean Up - left to right is MHMS board member Gar 
Chiang, Johnnie’s “crew” (a local fraternity that lives on hill), 
Esme from Needham Bank, in front is Maria from Needham 
Bank with her daughter Marlenny, another “crew” member 
and MHMS advisory board member Tricia Fitzgerald

At the ribbon cutting of Bread ‘n Butter at 1562 Tremont Street 
are Segun Idowu, Chief of Economic Opportunity, Rep. Nika 
Elugardo, Sue Gorman from Mass College of Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences, Jamille Coy and Mit Patel, owners of Bread 
N Butter and MHMS board members Tricia Fitzgerald and Eric 
Alden.

Continued on page 4
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Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.orgTeresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

mail to: Daniel Polanco
 Boston Planning & Development Agency
 One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
 Boston, MA 02201
phone: 617.304.8109
email: dan.polanco@boston.gov

Zoom Link: bit.ly/3vyCOyO 
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864 
Meeting ID: 161 243 9564

Wednesday, May 18 
6:00pm - 8:00pm

1558 Tremont Street

Project Proponent:
Tremont & Pontiac LLC

Project Description:
The BPDA is hosting a public meeting for the 1558 Tremont Street project located in Mission Hill. The meeting 
will include a presentation followed by Q&A and comments from the general public.

Project Page: bit.ly/3y9uurc

Close of Comment Period:
5/23/2022

*Price subject to change 

Prices range from 
$2,250 to $5,400*

617-698-3005

Currently taking applications for the waitlist

offer up their campus for such 
events “so residents of Mission 
Hill can enjoy their weekends 
at home.”

Greenup encouraged impacted 
residents to continue to docu-
ment and report loud parties.

1619 Tremont St.
The former Flann O’Brien’s 

will soon be Yellow Door Taqueria. 
The owner wants to transfer the 
old pub’s liquor license to the new 
restaurant and create outdoor 
seating. Eighty-eight percent of 

those in attendance voted for 
the proposal. CAMH will submit 
a letter of support to the Boston 
Licensing Board, which will con-
sider the proposal on May 25th. 

1558 Tremont St.
The owner of the old funeral 

home at 1558 Tremont St. wants 
to tear it down, along with the 
adjacent parking lot, and build 
a seven-story residence. The 
building would include 109 rent-
al units (down from 139 in the 
original plan). There would be 
ten parking spaces and reserved 
parking for local businesses.

Meeting attendees expressed 

several concerns about the pro-
posal, including the excessive 
height and density, its potential 
impact on traffic and trash, and 
its lack of parking and delivery 
spots. Residents also noted the 
scarcity of owner-occupied homes 
in Mission Hill that could attract 
longer-term residents.

Developers said they would 
consider the feedback and return 
to CAMH with a revised plan for 
a four-story building that would 
fit in with the neighborhood. Res-
idents can provide additional in-
put on the BPDA website until 
May 23.

Task Force
Continued from page 1

ios informes recientes de fiestas 
ruidosas durante el día, incluidas 
varias en Calumet Street.

Un video muestra a unos 80 
estudiantes bailando con música 
a todo volumen en el patio trasero 
de 95 Calumet St. en la tarde del 
19 de abril. El video fue enviado 
a los funcionarios de Northeast-
ern University y a la Consejera 
Municipal Kenzie Bok.

Los residentes quieren saber 
qué pueden hacer la Ciudad y 
las universidades para frenar el 
comportamiento y si las grandes 
reuniones al aire libre requieren 
permisos o no. Una vecina sugirió 
que las universidades ofrezcan 
sus campus para tales eventos 
“para que los residentes de Mis-
sion Hill puedan disfrutar sus 

fines de semana en casa”.
Greenup alentó a los resi-

dentes afectados a continuar doc-
umentando e informando sobre 
fiestas ruidosas.

1619 Tremont St.
El antiguo Flann O’Brien’s 

pronto será Yellow Door Taquería. 
El propietario quiere transferir la 
licencia de licor del antiguo pub al 
nuevo restaurante y crear asien-
tos al aire libre. Un 88 por ciento 
de los asistentes votó a favor de 
la propuesta. CAMH presentará 
una carta de apoyo a la Junta de 
Licencias de Boston, que consid-
erará la propuesta el 25 de mayo. 

1558 Tremont St.
El dueño de la antigua funerar-

ia en 1558 Tremont St. quiere der-
ribarla, junta con su estacionam-
iento  y construir una residencia 
de siete pisos. El edificio incluiría 
109 unidades de alquiler (frente a 

las 139 del plan original). Habría 
diez espacios de estacionamiento 
y estacionamiento reservado para 
negocios locales.

Miembros de CAMH expresa-
ron varias preocupaciones sobre 
la propuesta, incluida la altura 
y densidad excesivas, su impac-
to potencial en el tráfico y la 
basura, y la falta de lugares de 
estacionamiento y entrega. Los 
residentes también notaron la 
escasez de viviendas ocupadas 
por sus propietarios que podrían 
atraer a residentes permanentes.

El desarrollador dijo que con-
sideraría los comentarios y regre-
saría a CAMH con un plan revisa-
do para un edificio de cuatro pisos 
que encajaría con el vecindario. 
Los residentes pueden propor-
cionar información adicional en 
el sitio web de BPDA hasta el 23 
de mayo.

Aumento
Continued from page 1

join us for light refreshments 
at 9:30am. The Museum of Fine 
Arts will feature three Mission 
Hill artists during the annual 
May 30th Community Day from 
10:00am-5:00pm. Stop in and say 
“hi” to Diablo Glass School artist 
Angie McHale, INFocus Camera 
Club members Dragan Grujic 
and Dan Vlahos and then stop by 
Itsuo Kiritani’s table for a quick 
demonstration on how easy it 
is to pick up a paint brush and 

explore your hidden talents as 
you peruse his watercolors of the 
local Mission Hill scenery!

MHMS wants to correct an 
error from last month’s article. 
We misidentified one of Mission 
Hill’s Seniors as Ellen Saucier – 
her correct name is Mary Burns. 
Sorry about that Mary!

Until next month, remember 
to shop local and support small 
business! 

“Though no one can go back 
and make a brand-new start, 
anyone can start from now and 
make a brand-new ending.”  Carl 
Bard, CEO Bard Engineering.

Main Streets
Continued from page 3

Combo Rates available!  
Buy any 3 sites, get 4th FREE

Clients and Customers 
are just a click away! 

$30000 per month
 per site 

Extend your Business’s reach 
with Online Advertising!

AD SIZE

in pixels
W: 160px
H: 600px

——————

please send 
in “png”
format

reverejournal.com •winthroptranscript.com 
lynnjournal.com • everettindependent.com 

eastietimes.com • chelsearecord.com 
charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com

northendregionalreview.com • thebostonsun.com

jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

INDEPENDENT
THE

N E W S P A P E R S

Call 781-485-0588 to get started!
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336 WASHiNGTON ST DORCHESTER
4CORNERSYOGAWELLNESS.COM

Our vision is to 
provide a total 
holistic wellness 
solution for the 

community.  We offer 
yoga, reflexology, 

reiki, mediation and 
massages.

Opening Day for the Mission 
Hill Little League season at 
Killilea Field in McLaughlin 
Playground on April 30, 2020.  
Approximately 100 children 
have registered.

Preparing for the pitch.

Little Leaguers patiently waiting for speakers.

Killilea Field springs back to life.

City Councilors Ruthzie Louijeune and Kenzie Bok with MHLL 
President Dan Weldon

 MISSION HILL LITTLE LEAGUE OPENING DAY

Dennis Pultinas at the grill; 
retiring from MHLL board after 
26 years of service. Warming up for the game.

Whooping it up.

Courtesy photos
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By Maurice ‘Mossy’ Martin

The Boston City Council has 
been discussing reparation pay-
ments by the city to Black Bos-
tonians. 

I contacted Mission Hill City 
Councilor, Kenzie Bok and stated 
that I’m against such payments. 
This is a divisive proposal. We 
are all aware of slavery’s horrible 
legacy, but today’s Bostonians 
are not complicit because a small 
percentage of their ancestors 
owned slaves more than a cen-
tury and a half ago. 

Meanwhile, Sonia Chang-Di-
az, a candidate for Governor, who 
is our Mission Hill  State Sena-
tor, is hoping to get two debates 
soon with her opponent, Attorney 
General Maura Healey. 

At this writing, her request to 
Healey has fallen on deaf ears, 
and if Chang-Diaz doesn’t get 15 
percent of the Delegate vote the 
weekend of June 3 in Worcester, 
she won’t be on the September 
ballot. 

A misguided statement that 
AG Healey made following the 
riot in Boston in June 2020 will 
hinder her quest for Governor. 
What started as a protest of the 
George Floyd murder, turned 
into a riot with businesses and 
Boston Police cruisers torched. 
Nine Boston police officers were 
hospitalized, after which Healey, 
speaking to the Greater Boston 
Chamber of Commerce, said; 
“Yes, America is burning but 
that’s how forests grow.’      

Condolences to the family of 

Cheryl Morrison, who passed 
away April 10. 

Cheryl lived for her family. 
She was a wonderful mother 
to her three children and she 
adored her four grandchildren.

Cheryl was a hard worker and 
she was always cheerful, whether 
she was up the park when her 
grandkids were small or say-
ing hello at Mike’s Donuts after 
working the overnight shift at 
Children’s Hospital. Cheryl will 
be dearly missed.

Christian Soto-Olivaro, Je-
rome Hobson, and Sean Redden 
were initially charged with the 
first-degree murder of  Andres 
Cruz, owner of AC Hardware in 
Mission Hill on July 17, 2017.  
In a plea deal that reduced the 
charge to manslaughter last 
month the trio were sentenced 
to 18-20 years in state prison. 

Andres, who was a cheerful 
guy, is dearly missed by his cus-
tomers and his loved ones.

A tip of the hat goes to 17-year-
old  Jordan Todd, a brilliant stu-
dent at Ursuline Academy in 
Dedham. 

Jordan, the proud daughter 
of Tommy Todd and pretty Lynn 
Todd, earned a four-year scholar-
ship to Holy Cross College. 

Jordan’s grandfather, the ven-
erable John Todd, is a longtime 

Mission Hill man, and he is as 
proud as a peacock of his beloved 
Jordan.

It was an honor to accompany 
my best friend, Col. George Roll-
ins, to West Point last weekend. 

Col. Rollins and five of his 
Army football teammates from 
50 years ago were honorary cap-
tains for the Army intramural 
spring football game at Michie 
Stadium.  Being with Col. Roll-
ins I enjoyed the VIP treatment, 
which included partaking in the 
pre-game meal with the Army 
players and later strolling to the 
locker room with these young 
patriotic athletes. 

In the packed West Point Audi-
torium, which included the play-
ers and 40 hopeful West Point 
recruits, Army head coach Jeff 
Monken introduced the honor-
ary captains, and he expounded 
on their military achievements 
along with a splash of their grid-
iron exploits. 

Col. Rollins received a thun-
derous ovation, the loudest 
among the honorees. 

The last Mission Hill Post 
meeting was held May 4 at at 
Bay Pointe Restaurant in Quincy. 
Any veteran seeking to join our 
Post may contact our Command-
er, Col. George Rollins, at 703 

209-2124. 
At the previous meeting, the 

Post authorized funds for the 
Mission Grammar School Annual 
Gala and a contribution to Mis-
sion Hill Main Streets, who will 
be assisting us for the Memorial 
Day ceremony, May 30. 

Please join us at 10 a.m. at 
Brigham Circle for the formal-
ities and light refreshments at 
9:30 a.m. 

Condolences to longtime Mis-
sion Hill resident, Mara St. Cyr, 
who passed away last month. 

I often conversed with Mara 
at the Mission Hill Post back in 
the old days. Mara’s late husband 
was Al St. Cyr, a former M.H. 
Post Commander and a World 
War II veteran. 

Mara was a terrific woman 
who loved The Hill and Mission 
Church, and she will be dearly 
missed.

Maurice is a life long resident 
on Mission Hill and a monthly 
contributor to the Mission Hill 
Gazette. He can be reached at 
mossymartin2@gmail.com
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2256-01B

NOTE: 
• Proof of Boston residency is required.
• We will shred up to 10 copy-sized 
   boxes of documents.  
• We will not accept any waste 
   from businesses.
• We will only accept electronic waste 
   and paper at this event. 

To learn more, visit 
boston.gov/hazardous-waste

ELECTRONIC 
WASTE AND PAPER 
SHREDDING EVENT
Saturday, May 7, 2022 | 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
1205 VFW Pkwy, Boston MA

Hill Happenings

Photos courtesy Frederick G.S. Clow

Above, Retired Lt. Colonel Enoch “Woody” Woodhouse (center) 
was recently honored by friends. In the photo to the right 
Woodhouse was a member of the famed  The  Tuskegee  Airmen 
who were a group of primarily African American military pilots 
(fighter and bomber) and airmen who fought in World War II.
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Advertise in the Gazette. 
Call 617-524-7662

Virtual Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Zoom Link: bit.ly/3OEg3kr
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 160 509 7001

Monday, May 23
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

1-4 Terrace Place Public Meeting

Project Proponent:
Bellerose Terrace, LLC

Project Description:
The BPDA is hosting a Public Meeting for the 1-4 Terrace Pl project in Mission Hill to discuss the SPRA. The 
meeting will include a presentation and Q&A from the public. The proposed project consists of approx. 
47,866sf on 6 stories, 47 condo units. 

Interpreting services are available to communicate the information at these meetings at no cost to you. If 
you require translation services, please contact: quinn.w.valcich@boston.gov. The meeting is scheduled for 
5/23/2022. Please request interpreting services no later than 5 days beforehand.

mail to: Quinn Valcich
 Boston Planning & Development Agency
 One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
 Boston, MA 02201
phone: 617.918.4219
email: quinn.w.valcich@boston.gov

By John Lynds

With the neighborhood and 
city’s weekly COVID positive 
test rate still climbing, the Bos-
ton Public Health Commission 
(BPHC) is recommending resi-
dents take precautions to stop 
the spread. 

The BPHC also renewed its 
recommendation that masks be 
worn in indoor public settings, 
including public transportation 
and transportation hubs, gov-
ernment buildings, and crowded 
indoor venues. The recommenda-
tion is especially important for 
those who are at high risk for 
severe illness or who live with 
someone who is high risk.

“With COVID-19 cases rising, 
we are urging all Bostonians to 
take extra precautions to protect 
yourselves, your family, and our 
community. If you are feeling 
unwell, get tested at one of our 
free City sites or take a rapid 
test. It’s also important to stay 
up to date on your vaccinations,” 
said Executive Director of the 
BPHC Dr. Bisola Ojikutu,  “We 
are recommending that individu-
als protect themselves and others 
by masking indoors, particularly 
in crowded places. These pre-
cautions are how we protect the 
progress we’ve made in our com-

munity.”
Last week, 1,066 Mission Hill/

Roxbury residents were tested 
for the virus last week and 5.9 
percent were positive--this was a 
20 percent increase from the 4.9 
percent that tested positive as re-
ported by the BPHC on April 25. 

Sixty three additional Mission 
Hill/Roxbury residents contract-
ed the virus between April 25 
and May 2 and there are now 
12,710 confirmed cases in the 
neighborhood since the start of 
the pandemic.

Boston’s citywide weekly pos-
itive test rate also increased last 
week and is still above the 5 
percent threshold. 

According to the BPHC 16,256 
residents were tested citywide 
last week and 7.8 percent were 
COVID positive--this was a 13 
percent increase from the 6.9 
percent that reportedly tested 
positive for the week ending on 
April 25. 

The BPHC reported there has 
been a 65 percent increase in 
COVID-19 cases over the past 
three weeks. 

Health experts are saying the 
new subvariant of the omicron 
strain, known as BA.2, is now the 
dominant strain in the US and 30 
percent more infectious than the 
BA.1 omicron strain responsible 

for the last surge. 
Dr. Ojikutu and the BPHC 

also reported last week the 
amount of COVID-19 particles 
in local wastewater samples has 
increased by 109 percent over a 
14-day period, suggesting that 
cases could continue to rise in 
the coming weeks. New hospital-
izations have also slowly risen in 
Boston during this time period. 

With higher transmission lev-
els, wearing a mask can prevent 
individuals from getting sick, 
testing can help stop the spread 
of COVID-19, and vaccination 
with boosting reduces the risk 
of severe illness and hospitali-
zation.

The statistics released by the 
BPHC as part of its weekly COV-
ID19 report breaks down the 
number of cases and infection 
rates in each neighborhood. It 
also breaks down the number of 
cases by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of coro-
navirus increased 1.5 percent 
last week and went from 175,628 
to 178,291 confirmed cases since 
the start of the pandemic.  

There were four additional 
deaths in Boston from the virus 
in the past week and the total 
number of COVID deaths is now 
at 1,458.

Mission Hill/Roxbury, city’s COVID 
positive test-rate climbs once again

Patricia Kish, Chief of Design 
and Engineering for the state 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation, and Kent Jackson, 

Director of Education for the 
Emerald Necklace Conservancy, 
for their work in the parks. 

For more information about 
upcoming bicentennial events, 
visit olmstednow.org, the website 
for Greater Boston’s bicentennial 
celebration. 

Olmsted
Continued from page 1

Storyteller Diane Edgecomb and harpist Margot Chamberlain 
sang songs and told stories as part of Frederick Law Olmsted’s 
200th birthday celebration at Jamaica Pond on April 27. 

Many neighbors came out to celebrate Frederick Law Olmsted’s 
200th birthday.

Photos by Lauren Bennett

Emerald Necklace Conservancy President Karen Mauney-
Brodek and Gerry Wright dressed as Frederick Law Olmsted. 
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Please Recycle this Newspaper

angell.org | 350 South Huntington Ave | Boston, MA | 617-522-7282  

Angell Animal Medical Center’s 
compassionate team provides 
state-of-the-art care for your best 
friend. From wellness checkups to 
allergies, from cancer treatment to 
neurosurgery, our specialists work 
together to provide services tailored 
to your pet’s individual needs.

• 24/7 Emergency
 & Critical Care
• Anesthesiology
• Avian & Exotic
 Medicine
• Behavior
• Cardiology
• Dentistry
• Dermatology
• Diagnostic
 Imaging

• General Medicine
• Internal Medicine
• Neurology
• Oncology
• Ophthalmology
• Pathology
• Physical
 Rehabilitation
• Surgery

24/7 Emergency Vet Care  |  Weekend Appointments  |  Free On-site Parking

Quality vet care is right in your neighborhood.

We’re not kitten you!

THE RESIDENTIAL 

GROUP 
The Residential Group is 
proud to announce the 
addition of Sarah Carroll to 
our brokerage team as an 
Associate Partner. 

Sarah has been selling real 
estate in the Jamaica Plain, 
Greater Boston and Metro 
West markets for the past 15 
years, and has career sales 
eclipsing $200,000,000. 

Sarah can be reached at 
781-820-0280 or by emaiI at 
sarah@residentialgroup.com

16 Clarendon Street. Boston, MA 02116 I www.residentialgroup.com 

 Gazette Pet of the Week
                by Sarah Carroll

‘GORDO’ AND ‘PELUA’
Gordo and Pelua are a 6 year old pair looking for a 
home together. They are friendly, affectionate pups. While they 

adore their humans 
and each other, they 
need a home without 
other pets. They also 
need to be walked 
separately if they are 
going to pass other 
dogs because Gordo 
thinks he needs to 
protect his sister. 
They would love a 
home where they can 
soak up all the love 
for themselves!

“Gazette Pet of the Week” is sponsored by 

Sarah Carroll, realtor®The Residential Group at William Raveis Real Estate
16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116

781-820-0280 or sarah@residentialgroup.com

www.buddydoghs.org

By Lauren Bennett

On April 23, Northeastern 
University’s Off-Campus office 
hosted a community cleanup and 
planting event as part of Nation-
al Volunteer Week and Earth Day 
weekend. Students were notified 
about the event via email, and a 
couple of students told the Ga-
zette about their experience with 
the cleanup, which took place 
in the Mission Hill Community 
Garden and other nearby open 
spaces. 

Rajath Vanakudare, a first-
year graduate student studying 
computer science at Northeast-
ern, said in an email to the Ga-
zette that the email from North-
eastern “caught my attention as 
I’m someone who loves to do 
community service.” 

He said he had done previous 
garden cleanup work at Haw-
thorne Youth and Community 
Center where they “completely 
cleaned up the garden,” so he 
decided to sign up for this event.

In the Mission Hill Commu-
nity Garden, where Vanaku-
dare helped out on the 23, “we 
did tasks like raking, removing 
weeds, cleaning the debris, re-
moving non-biodegradable prod-
ucts from the lot and cleaned the 

footpath around the place. It was 
fun as I got to meet a lot more 
people.”

Vanakudare also said that stu-
dent volunteers received coffee, 
donuts, and muffins at the end of 
the cleanup, as well as a goodie 
bag. 

“It was really satisfying to see 
the yard clean after three hours 
of work,” he said. “I would say 
it was a really fun experience 
where I got an opportunity to 
meet my peers and go around the 
local parks to make it a cleaner 
place.”

Dev Vaibhav is another grad-
uate student who participated 
in the cleanup day, but he said 
he was stationed at the tennis 
courts by the Boston Police head-
quarters to clean up that area. 

Vaibhav said that they cleaned 
up some leaves and dirt on the 
nearby stairs as well as removed 
weeds and planted some flowers 
in the area.

“The experience was very 
good,” he said, adding that it 
helped take his mind off the 
stress of studying for upcoming fi-
nal exams. “I was feeling stressed 
and thought that I should give it 
a try,” Vaibhav said. “That was 
really good; really helpful.”

Northeastern students volunteer to clean up area parks and open space

Northeastern student Jinesh 
Mehta brings some mulch 
to  be put  down on the 
Community Garden.

Community garden member Garrett Hauck breaks out a hose 
to water some cold-weather greens.

Northeastern alumni Logan Jones (right) started his garden plot three years ago. Here with 
fellow allumn Lucas Simon they make a plan for growing this year.

Community gardener Helen 
Hwang helps move out some 
dried branches.

Garlic sprouts shoot out of 
the ground.
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Federally insured by NCUA
NMLS #403469

*Visit CityofBostonCU.com for all available loan options. All loans are subject to credit approval. 
Must be eligible for City of Boston Credit Union membership to apply.  Membership available to 
individuals that live, work or attend school in a community of Middlesex, Norfolk or Suffolk County. 

Now Open at 2 Westland Avenue!CityOfBostonCU.com  |  617.635.4545

You can choose City of Boston Credit Union if you live, work or 
attend school in any community of Suffolk, Norfolk or Middlesex County.

WITH YOU

TO ROAM
New & Used 
Auto & Motorcycle Loans
Apply Today!   CityOfBostonCU.com

Northeastern student Anurag Arasam touches up the paint on 
the Garden bulletin board.

Community ambassador 
and 3rd year student at 
Northeastern Hannah Rosman 
pitchforks up some mulch a 
wheelbarrow.

Garden coordinators Bob Francy, Rubi He, and Karen Young.

 Garden coordinator Bob Francey (center) with Luanne 
Wotkowski and Paula Lawrence, gardeners since 1998.

Northeastern University community ambassadors 3rd year 
student Hannah Rosman and 5th year student Emma Somers 
plant onion bulbs.

  The bright yellow of daffodils 
is a sign that Spring is in full 
swing.
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By John Lynds

A familiar face in Mission Hill 
has been recruited by the Wu Ad-
ministration to serve as Director 
of the Mayor’s new Office of Civic 
Organization (OCO), a new office 
launched in 2022. 

Mayor Michelle Wu announced 
recently that Henry Santana will 
serve as Director of OCO. Wu 
said as director, Santana and 
the OCO will foster collabora-
tive partnerships and programs 
that encourage Boston residents 
to participate in proactive com-
munity engagement, awareness, 
and service in Boston’s neigh-
borhoods. The office will work to 
reduce barriers and expand op-
portunities for Boston residents 
to be active residents in their 
communities. 

Sanata served as the Field 
Director for Councilor Kenzie 

Bok’s 2019 campaign and as her 
office’s Director of Operations 
and Mission Hill and Fenway 
Liaison following her election. 

“A fundamental part of our 
recovery must be growing com-
munity connectivity,” said Mayor 

Wu. “This new Office of Civic Or-
ganizing will mobilize residents 
to get involved and shape how 
we support our communities. I 
know Henry Santana will use 
his passion for Boston and build-
ing community to grow activism 
across our neighborhoods.”

Prior to his appointment and 
after working for Councilor Bok, 
Santana worked as an Associate 
at MFS Investment Manage-
ment.

“I am beyond honored and 
excited to serve under Mayor 
Wu’s administration and lead 
the Office of Civic Organizing,’’ 
said Santana. “I am ready to 
bring the skills and values I have 
developed in my previous roles 
and showcase them under this 
administration. I look forward to 
connecting residents to the City 
government in new and creative 
ways.” 

10

Recycled newspapers  can be made into 
cereal boxes, egg cartons, pencil barrels, 

grocery bags, tissue paper and many other 
products,including new newspapers!

 OR RECYCLE THEM YOURSELF!
Use them to clean glass! Save your counter from crafts! 

In Place of Packing Peanuts, and much more!

w
DID YOU KNOW?

Flex-Tec wood repair epoxy: keep your memories intact.
Available at Boston Building Resources 
100 Terrace Street, Boston, 02120, 617-442-2262  
www.BostonBuildingResources.com

It’s where your daughter took her first steps.

It’s more than a wooden floor.

1524 Tremont St.
(across from Mission Church)

Try our soups and sandwiches along 
with the best coffee and donuts in town!

• Homemade soup
• Salad • Sandwich

$575

CHOOSE ANY TWO

FREE Honey Dip Donut 
with $4.00 purchase

Now serving 
gourmet 

dark roast 
coffee

Brendan Behan Pub 
378A Centre Street 

Jamaica Plain

Councilor Bok’s former Mission Hill Liaison tapped for Wu’s new Office of Civic Organization 

Former Counci lor  Bok’s 
Mission Hill Liaison Henry 
Sanatana appointed head of 
the city’s new Office of Civic 
Organization. 

By John Lynds

Suffolk County District Attor-
ney Kevin Hayden has just about 
had it with juvenile gangs roam-
ing the streets of Boston and ran-
domly assaulting people. Recent 
attacks in Downtown Crossing 
and the Boston Common has put 
residents on edge but Hayden 
has shown he’s willing to throw 
the book at juveniles causing 
mayhem in Boston despite their 
age. 

On Wednesday a 15-year-old 
Boston boy was ordered held 
without bail pending a dan-
gerousness hearing after being 
charged in connection with the 
daytime shooting at Ruggles 
MBTA Station on Monday, April 
18 that seriously injured one 
person. 

The boy was arrested by 
MBTA police early Thursday and 
charged with attempted murder 

and illegal possession of a fire-
arm and ammunition.  

Suffolk Juvenile Court Judge 
Peter Coyne ordered him to re-
turn to court May 11 for the 
dangerousness hearing.  

Hayden said the recent ar-
raignments of juveniles, includ-
ing two 13-year-olds on Monday 
in connection with a series of 
attacks in Downtown Crossing, 
Boston Common and elsewhere, 
was tragic but necessary to main-
tain public safety.

“We cannot have bullets flying 
at busy transit stations or people 
victimized by serial attacks,” said 
Hayden. “We and other agencies 
make services available at every 
opportunity for kids and families 
who are struggling.  But public 
safety is essential, and in these 
cases our approach had to ac-
knowledge the threats posed by 
these juveniles.”

Sanatana and OCO will over-
see the Love Your Block program. 
The Love Your Block Mini-Grant 
Program was one of OCO’s first 
programs and provides up to 
$3,500 in funding to support 
clean-up and beautification pro-
jects. 

Aside from the mini-grant pro-
gram Sanatana and OCO will 
also oversee and coordinate the 
City Hall On the Go Truck and 
various community service and 
beautification projects. The of-
fice will also provide residents 
the opportunity to partner with 
the City on year-round clean-up 
events and a tool lending pro-
gram that will help residents 
complete their neighborhood re-
vitalization projects. 

The new Office will support 
and hold other City offices ac-
countable for how they are en-
gaging with residents and build-
ing a framework for the needs 
of Boston’s individual neighbor-
hoods. 

As the inaugural Director of 

the Office of Civic Organizing, 
Santana will work with various 
departments to ensure communi-
ty engagement and policy-mak-
ing is being communicated to 
residents through proactive en-
gagement. 

“The addition of the Office of 
Civic Organizing to the Commu-
nity Engagement Cabinet builds 
on our commitment to empower 
residents to get involved with 
their local government through 
civic engagement,’’ said Chief 
of Community Engagement 
Brianna Millor. “I am excited 
to welcome Henry Santana to 
the Cabinet and look forward to 
working with him to bring City 
Hall into our neighborhoods and 
drive engagement on the constit-
uency level.” 

Santana was born in Bani, 
Dominican Republic and moved 
to Boston as a child. He attended 
Lasell University where he grad-
uated with a B.A. in History and 
Political Science.

15-year-old arraigned on assault, firearm 
charges from Ruggles Station shooting
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The MBTA announced that the 
first of its pre-fare “Customer In-
formation Displays” (CIDs) have 
gone live at Government Center, 
Tufts Medical Center, Maverick, 
Ashmont, and Porter stations. 
CIDs will be dedicated exclu-
sively to real-time information 
about the state of the system and 
service, and are located within 
the lobby level of these stations 
outside the fare gates, which al-
lows customers to make the most 
informed decisions about their 
travel plans before entering the 
MBTA system. Similar screens 
will be installed at more stations 
in the coming months, and sys-
tem-wide to every rapid-transit 
station over the next three years.

“These new pre-fare CIDs are 
another excellent tool in our cus-
tomer information arsenal. Our 
goal is to provide customers with 
the best information we have so 
that they can make the best deci-
sions about their commutes,” said 
MBTA General Manager Steve 
Poftak. “Service disruptions or 
elevator outages are sometimes 
an inevitability, but with these 

new digital screens, customers 
will see in real-time how the 
issue might affect their trip, and 
perhaps decide on an alterna-
tive way of getting where they’re 
going. And they’ll get this infor-
mation before they even step 
through our fare gates – some-
thing they’ve long requested. 
The information on the screens 
has been designed and developed 
completely in-house, and I want 
to thank our Customer Technolo-
gy team for their dedicated work 
on this project.”

An initiative led by the MB-
TA’s Customer Technology De-
partment, CIDs located outside 
fare gate areas are in direct re-
sponse to feedback from riders 
and will initially include notifi-
cations of subway service alerts 
and information about out-of-ser-
vice elevators. Dedicated exclu-
sively to real-time information 
about the system and service, 
the screens also include a button 
to generate an audio message, 
ensuring that blind or low-vision 
customers have equitable access 
to this information.

Making real-time information 
more widely available is one of 
the MBTA’s strategic objectives 
in improving the customer ex-
perience. In community meet-
ings and surveys that led to the 
MBTA’s long-term plan, Focus 
40, customers asked for more 
types of real-time information in 
more places. Bus customers also 
frequently report that real-time 
information at bus stops would 
make them more likely to ride 
the bus more often. CIDs join 
the MBTA’s growing inventory 
of digital signage that connect 
riders with accurate real-time in-
formation. In addition to CIDs, in 
2022, the MBTA is doubling the 
size of its pilot of solar-powered 
electronic ink (E Ink) signage 
at bus stops and beginning the 
scale-up of E Ink signs at Green 
Line street-level stops.

For more information, visit 
mbta.com/screens, or connect 
with the T on Twitter @MBTA, 
Facebook /TheMBTA, or Insta-
gram @theMBTA.

The Savings Bank Charitable Foundation recently presented 
a financial award to Bread of Life of Malden  as part of the 
Foundation’s 25th distribution of funds. Taking part in the 
award presentation were (from left to right) The Savings Bank 
Charitable Foundation Director Therese Jarmusik; Bread of Life 
Executive Director Gabriella Snyder Stelmack, and Bob DiBella, 
President and Chief Executive Officer, The Savings Bank.
The Savings Bank Charitable Foundation was established 
in 1997 through an initial endowment of $550,000 from The 
Savings Bank. The foundation presented a total of $65,975 
to 18 nonprofit organizations during the 25th distribution of 
funds, bringing the total donations to more than $823,447 over 
the past 25 years.

“Customer Information Displays” have gone live

THE SAVINGS BANK CHARITABLE 
FOUNDATION & BREAD OF LIFE

On May 1, Project Bread host-
ed the nonprofit’s 54th annual 
Walk for Hunger, held virtually 
for the third consecutive year, 
to raise funds to help get food 
assistance to kids and families 
across the Commonwealth. More 
than 1,600 virtual participants 
hit the pavement in their neigh-
borhoods and rallied supporters 
to raise $1 million for the cause. 
Fundraising for the event will 
continue through June 30.

“Food insecurity didn’t start 
with the pandemic, and it won’t 
end with it. But as effects of the 
pandemic begin to wane, we are 
also seeing the end of so many of 
the measures put in place that 
have helped provide hunger re-
lief,” says Erin McAleer, CEO of 
Project Bread. “There are still 1 
in 6 household in Massachusetts 
struggling to afford food. That’s 
what make it so critical for our 
community to come together to 
fight hunger this year. Partici-
pating in Project Bread’s Walk 
for Hunger is one way we can all 
do something tangible to make 
sure our neighbors have access 

to their most basic need—food. 
It is people coming together to 
take action that inspires us all 
to return year after year.” 

True to its grassroots begin-
nings, The Walk for Hunger unites 
community partners, business 
leaders, walkers, volunteers, pub-
lic officials, media and residents 
of all backgrounds together for a 
cause. Money raised through the 
virtual Walk is funding Project 
Bread’s urgent mission to ensure 
kids have reliable access to food, 
to directly help individuals and 
families, and to advocate at the 
state and federal levels for expe-
dited and efficient hunger relief. 
Walk funds are also supporting 
community organizations help-
ing people access food locally and 
ensuring communities have the 
resources necessary to respond 
to the hunger crisis now and over 
the long road to recovery ahead.

Partner organizations partic-
ipated in The Walk for Hunger’s 
Commonwealth program by 
forming teams to raise funds di-
rectly for their own anti-hunger 
programs, while also furthering 

Project Bread’s statewide effort. 
This year 35 nonprofits partic-
ipated in The Commonwealth, 
raising more than $168,000 and 
counting.

Historically, The Walk for 
Hunger, the nation’s oldest con-
tinual pledge walk, takes place 
the first Sunday of May on the 
Boston Common. This year’s 
event included virtual program-
ming with McAleer and Project 
Bread staff, as well as walkers 
and volunteers who posted and 
shared their experiences along 
their neighborhood routes and 
why they were walking to help 
end hunger.

During the online lives-
tream, the nonprofit’s most dis-
tinguished award, the Patrick 
Hughes Award for Social Justice 
was presented to Brittany Man-
gini, Director of Food Security 
and Nutrition at the Department 
of Transitional Assistance, and 
Robert Leshin, Director of the 
Office for Food and Nutrition 
Programs at the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Ed-
ucation. The award recognizes 

individuals with an unyielding 
commitment to driving mean-
ingful change by addressing the 
causes of hunger, thus carrying 
forward the spirit of the event’s 
founder, Patrick Hughes.

“Our walk community always 
inspires us,” says McAleer, who 
joined Project Bread Advisory 
Council members Saadia Ali and 
Sonya Khan, Team InstaCart 
at the Museum of Science, and 
Commonwealth team Waltham 
Fields Community Farm at dif-
ferent points throughout the 
day. “The people of Massachu-
setts showed up in a big way for 
this event because people care 
about this issue. No one should 
go without enough to eat. From 
hosting events on local farms, to 
doing team fitness challenges, 
to meeting up with remote cow-
orkers and hiking or walking 
long distances spread out over 
the last couple months, people 
continually have found creative  
ways to raise money to help those 
who really need it. Their efforts 
speak to the potential we have 
as a community when we work 

together to drive change and that 
is a message that resonates with 
everyone.”

Donations and personal 
fundraisers will continue to be 
made through June 30. To sup-
port The Walk for Hunger, vis-
it: www.projectbread.org/walk.  

People experiencing food inse-
curity should call Project Bread’s 
FoodSource Hotline (1-800-645-
8333), which provides confi-
dential, free assistance getting 
connected to a variety of food 
resources in 180 languages and 
for the hearing impaired. Coun-
selors can pre-screen families 
and help them to apply for SNAP. 
Learn more at www.projectbread.
org/get-help.

Project Bread, the leading 
statewide anti-hunger nonprofit, 
connects people and communi-
ties in Massachusetts to reliable 
sources of food while advocating 
for policies that make food more 
accessible—so that no one goes 
hungry. For more information, 
visit: www.projectbread.org.

Project Bread’s 54th annual Walk for Hunger is on target for this year’s goal
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COVID-19 Vaccine for Kids: 
What You Need to Know

The COVID-19 vaccine is an important tool  
to keep kids safe from COVID-19. 

Talk with your child’s doctor  
and learn more at  
mass.gov/CovidVaccineKids

Vaccines are available for free for everyone 5 and older. 

Some kids may still get COVID after getting the  
vaccine, but being vaccinated reduces their  
risk of severe illness.

Kids may have side effects like a sore arm, 
achy muscles, and tiredness that can  
last a day or two.  

Children who get the COVID vaccine  
are extremely unlikely to experience  
any serious problems.  

By Lauren Bennett

King Boston broke ground on 
the Embrace Memorial, honoring 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
his wife Coretta Scott King, on 
April 27 with a ceremony at the 
Parkman Bandstand on the Bos-
ton Common.

Imari Paris Jeffries, Exec-
utive Director of King Boston, 
was joined by colleagues from 
King Boston, as well as Boston’s 
Chief of Environment, Energy, 
and Open Space Rev. Maria-
ma White-Hammond, Embrace 
designer Hank Willis Thomas, 
Amandi Music, Boston Mayor 
Michelle Wu, Governor Charlie 
Baker, and US Attorney Rachael 
Rollins, as well as supporters 
and funders, for the celebration, 
which took place on what would 
have been Coretta Scott King’s 
95th birthday.

The Embrace Memorial will 
be a 22 foot bronze sculpture 
depicting the hands and arms of 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and Coretta Scott King, based on 
a 1964 photo of the two after King 
found out he had won the Nobel 
Peace Prize. 

The design was chosen out of 
126 submissions from around 
the globe by an art team at King 
Boston and the City of Boston, 
after being narrowed down to 
five finalists. The Embrace was 
designed by Hank Willis Thomas 
and MASS Design Group, and 
will be located near the Tremont 
Street side of the Boston Com-
mon. 

According to a press release, 
“The monument will be the coun-
try’s largest memorial dedicated 
to equity representing Boston’s 
path to becoming the city where 
all are welcome and a place of 

opportunity for everyone.”
Imari Paris Jeffries said at the 

event, “this moment represents 
the power of all of us and is part 
of a vision to create a radical-
ly and equitable and inclusive 
Boston, by 2030, the city’s 400th 
birthday.”

Along with the Embrace Me-
morial, King Boston has plans 
for a Center for Economic Justice, 
which, according to the King Bos-
ton website, will be “grounded 
in community engagement and 
aimed at generating the data 
and knowledge needed to inform 
movements at the grassroots lev-
el and beyond.” The center will 
eventually become a “research in-
stitute,” and partner with “com-
munity groups, coalitions, and 
other stakeholders,” the website 
states.

Sam Giarratani, a public art 
manager who worked closely 
with Hank Willis Thomas on 
the design side of the memorial 
process, is a Revere native and 
moved to Winthrop when she was 
a teenager. 

“It’s been incredible, for lack 
of a better word,” Giarratani told 
the Transcript. “I started this in 
2018 and through the pandemic, 
through mayoral shifts, it’s still 
happening and there’s a huge 
hole in the ground and I’m just 
really proud of my city that it’s 
actually happening.”

Giarratani is a founder of Neg-
ative Space, LLC, a NYC-based 
production management compa-
ny for public art campaigns. 

“I operate behind the scenes 

King Boston breaks ground bronze sculpture honoring Martin Luther King, Jr. and Coretta Scott King

Continued on page 13

On April 27, King Boston, City of Boston officials, and supporters dug the ceremonial dirt in 
front of the future site of the Embrace Memorial, signifying the groundbreaking of the sculpture 
on the Boston Common.
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for the artwork,” she said—“co-
ordinating the vision.” 

She added, “It’s a really inter-
esting arts administrative role.” 
She said she works “really closely 
and collaboratively” with those 
involved in the project, includ-
ing landscape designers and the 
visionaries behind the idea to 
put a memorial on the Boston 
Common.

Giarratani said she was happy 
to see “so many people come out 
in support of this project” at the 
groundbreaking last Wednesday. 

“Just like seeing people from 
all industries show up, I think, 
is telling that this is a really 
important groundbreaking thing 
that’s happening—not only to put 
a monument in one of the oldest 
parks in the country, but to sort 
of talk about the racial history 
that we have and I know Boston 
can sort of gloss over some of the 
issues it’s had in the past,” she 
said. “This is sort of a show that 
they’re ready to actually commit 
and do the work.”

She praised King Boston for 
its work in “uplifting the Black 
community in Boston,” and said 
she looks forward to people inter-
acting with the memorial, which 
is set to be officially unveiled 
on Martin Luther King, Jr. day 
next year.

She said she hopes the Em-
brace Memorial will become as 
important to the park as the 
Make Way for Ducklings statue 
has become.

“I’m hoping that it becomes 
part of the ecosystem of the park, 
and I’m excited to see people 
taking pictures underneath it 
and reading around it and just 
kind of adding to the backdrop.”

Giarratani said that construc-
tion will continue through De-
cember, when the piece is expect-
ed to be fully installed. 

“I’m just super grateful,” she 
said. 

At the groundbreaking, Rev. 
Mariama-White Hammond led a 
land acknowledgement, remind-
ing those in attendance that the 
land that is now the Boston Com-
mon is the “traditional home-
lands of the Massachusett tribe.” 
She added, “we are so glad today 
to celebrate the legacies of the 
Kings and their love.”

Embrace designer Hank Wil-
lis Thomas thanked those who 
were involved in making this 

memorial possible, saying “this is 
an amazing amalgamation of so 
many people’s love for humanity; 
love for the possibility of what 
we can do and what can happen 
when we work together.”

Barry Gaither, a member of 
the art selection committee of 
King Boston, spoke about the se-
lection process and why The Em-
brace was chosen as the winner.

“We came to the Embrace,” he 
said, “and it presented us with 
the great problem of ‘how do you 
express love in an intimate and 
global sense simultaneously?’ 
The Embrace represented that 
distillation of gesture.”

Governor Charlie Baker also 
made remarks, saying that “this 
is the sort of thing that requires 
everybody to embrace the notion 
that every day, if you’re not mov-
ing forward, you’re moving back.” 

He continued, “and I really 
do hope this memorial and all it 
stands for, and the work that will 
be done by the center going for-
ward, will be there as a constant 
reminder to all of us what’s left 
to be done and why it’s so impor-
tant that it be done here in the 
Commonwealth and here in the 
City of Boston.”

Mayor Michelle Wu quoted 
Corretta Scott King in her re-
marks. “The birthday matriarch 
we are celebrating today said 
once, ‘the greatness of a commu-
nity is most accurately measured 
by the compassionate action of its 
members.’”

Wu continued, “What I love 
about this moment and what we 
are about to do, to break ground 
in a season of breaking fast, in 
a season of reminding each and 
every one of us of our place of 
belonging rooted in the great-
er community is that not only 
are we embracing our history, 
our role as a city in this part-
nership that changed the world 
forevermore between the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr and 
Coretta Scott King, our history 
in crating the spaces that would 
get passed down generation after 
generation, but also our role in 
signifying every single day that 
we embrace everyone who finds 
their way to Boston.” 

She added, “this is a city that 
is a city for everyone.”

For more information about 
the memorial and about King 
Boston, visit kingboston.org, 
and for more information about 
Sam Giarratani’s company, visit 
https://negativespace.rocks.

King
Continued from page 12

Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.orgTeresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Zoom Link: bit.ly/3F5Phx8 
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864 
Meeting ID: 160 798 2973

Tuesday, May 17 
6:00pm - 7:30pm

804-812 Huntington Ave.

Project Description:
The BPDA is hosting a Public Meeting for the proposed project at 804-812 Huntington Avenue, a project 
located in the Mission Hill neighborhood of Boston. The purpose of the meeting is to discuss the overall 
project. The meeting will include a presentation followed by questions and comments from the public. 
La información de esta reunión es crucial para usted como residente y parte interesada de la ciudad de 
Boston. Se encuentra disponible el servicio gratuito de interpretación de la información brindada en estas 
reuniones. Si necesita servicios de traducción, contáctese con: (ebony.darosa@boston.gov) (617.918.4419) 
La reunión está programada para el 05/17/2022. Por favor, solicite los servicios de interpretación a más 
tardar 5 días antes de la fecha de la reunión. 
作為波士頓居民和利益相關者，本會議的信息對您來說是至關重要的。可以提供翻譯服務以傳達本會議的內容，您無需
承擔任何額外費用。如果您需要翻譯服務，請通過以下方式進行聯繫： (ebony.darosa@boston.gov) (617-918-4419) 
會議定於2022年05月17日，請在會議前5天内申請口譯服務。

mail to: Ebony DaRosa 
 Boston Planning & Development Agency
 One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
 Boston, MA 02201

phone: 617.918.4419
email: ebony.darosa@boston.gov

Children line up outside the Mission Church on Sunday, May 1 for their first communion.  
Several groups will be receiving their first communion over the month of May.

FIRST COMMUNION

PLEASE WRITE…
The Gazette welcomes letters to the  editor. Word limit: 500. 

Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m. one week before publication. 
Letters  may be emailed to letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.

com. Please include address and telephone number for 
verification purposes. Anonymous letters will not be 

published.  More information:  617-524-2626
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By  JoSePh reaGan

On Memorial Day, 1945, the 
war in Europe had ended but the 
fighting in the Pacific continued, 
Lt. Gen. Lucian Truscott voiced 
remarks at the Sicily-Rome 
American Cemetery at Nettuno, 
Italy. Turning his back on the as-
sembled VIP’s he faced the rows 
upon rows of headstones and 
apologized to the 20,000 fallen 
Americans who had been laid 
to rest far from home. He was 
quoted as saying, “All over the 
world our soldiers sleep beneath 
the crosses. It is a challenge to 
us – all allied nations – to ensure 
that they do not and have not died 
in vain.”

 Fast forward to Memorial Day 
2022, and the familiar voices of 
brothers in arms begin to call one 
another on the phone. People usu-
ally think of reconnecting with 
former military buddies as a joy-
ous happening. However, for this 
Memorial Day, the topic of con-
versation was not an armistice, 
a promotion, or even a daughter’s 
wedding or new addition to a 
home, it was about the latest in a 
string of suicides that silence the 
voice of our brothers but brought 
renewed connections from other 
familiar voices. One desperately 
said, “Sir, I needed to call someone 
who could understand this.”

 Everyone in the greatest 
generation understood war. At 
home they experienced rationing, 
schoolchildren collected scrap, 
and women took up factory jobs 
while overseas the troops en-
dured combat and were witness 
to some of the largest and most 
brutal atrocities in the modern 
age. When the war was over, they 
followed the lead of Lt. Gen Trus-
cott and committed their lives to 
ensure that they “have not died 
in vain.” The shared sacrifice of 
a generation united them and 
helped them solve tough prob-
lems.

 In subsequent wars, such as 
the Korean and Vietnam era, Vet-
erans did not experience the same 
level of understanding and thus 
either turned their voice inward 
or used their voice to fight for one 
another on subjects that varied 
from Agent Orange, PTSD, and 
other once-silent conditions.

 The War on Terror introduced 
a unique time in our nation’s 
collective history as acts of war 
played out in real-time on our 
media devices. Although only one 
percent of Americans served post 

9/11, it seems 100 percent of the 
country used their voice to ex-
press their opinions of this shared 
history as it unfolded.

 For Korea and Vietnam Veter-
ans, war was not a shared experi-
ence and therefore various voices 
having various opinions helped 
further the national conversation 
regarding the treatment of vet-
erans leading to safer and more 
thoughtful approaches. Unlike 
the veterans of Korea and Viet-
nam, the veterans of the last sev-
eral decades did not return home 
to the voices of dissent that could 
be addressed directly, instead, 
they returned to a polite nation 
that creates media of dissent and 
very little opportunity for honest, 
open dialog.

 This new era of media, learn-
ing, and personal discussions 
bring rise to the question, “Do 
people really remember why we 
hold our veterans in a place of 
honor?” For years, voices saying 
meaningless phrases like “the 
enemy gets a vote” or “there’s 
nothing you could have done” 
were meant to comfort those of 
us who have held the heavy re-
sponsibility of leading troops in 
combat. However, many people 
seem to lack the understanding 
that our hearts have been forever 
scarred by the invisible wounds 
of war, scarred by guilt and grief, 
and by the longing for forgiveness 
that will never come. Even if 
forgiveness was offered, it would 
be hard to accept as no mere 
words can undo a life experience 
and because of this, we often feel 
isolated, misunderstood, and un-
dervalued therefore our voices 
remain silent.

 As conversations with the 
voice on the other end of the 
phone come to its inevitable con-
clusion, I am reminded that to 
remain silent is a betrayal of 
my obligation to those who made 
the ultimate sacrifice. As Horace 
Bushnell once said, the best thing 
for us to do is to remember “what 
they have put it on us to do for the 
dear common country to which 
they sold their life.” As we gath-
er as one nation this Memorial 
Day, my hope is that instead of 
directing shallow words of grat-
itude at each other, we do as Lt. 
Gen. Truscott did and direct our 
gratitude directly towards those 
who made the ultimate sacrifice. 
In both our words and actions, let 
us all commit ourselves to serve 
the country to which they gave 
their lives.

 While there is still much work 
to be done, the generation of Vet-
erans from this century have ac-
cess to vast resources, life-saving 
technology, and increased infor-
mation. This same generation 
of Veterans is just now starting 
to define our post-service legacy 
and like our grandparents, return 
home with a deep commitment to 
service, and a desire to address 
the many problems that we face.

One such issue needing to be 
addressed is helping Veterans 
find purpose in their post-ser-
vice lives. Truscott’s apology to 
the dead are not empty words, 
but a strong voice reminding us 
that we have an obligation to 
choose resilience and purpose 
when faced with guilt or grief. 
As an example, Gold Star Fam-
ilies, who have experienced tre-
mendous loss, continue to serve 
their communities to maintain 
the legacy of the loved one they 
lost. I often recall a colleague of 
mine responding to the question 
“why do you do so much to help 
Veterans?” he simply held up his 
finger, choking back tears he re-
sponded, “for the one I couldn’t 
save.” By choosing to use his voice 
to advocate for other veterans, he 
not only helped them find their 
purpose – he found his own.

It’s often said that for those 
who have served “every day is 
Memorial Day,” a traditionally 
silent observance in the Veteran’s 
mind that can best be described 
as an impossible trinity made 
up of an overwhelming sense of 
guilt, grief, and grit. Usually, a 
moment of silence on this day is 
a welcomed and solemn way to 
honor the voices from our past, 
but for myself, after losing three 
former soldiers to suicide in the 
past few months, silence is no 
longer an option and the freedom 
to use our voice is the greatest gift 
that our veterans have to offer 
this Memorial Day.

Joseph Reagan is the Director 
of Military and Veterans Outreach 
for Wreaths Across America. He 
has almost 20 years experience 
working with leaders within Gov-
ernment, non-profit, and Fortune 
500 companies to develop sustain-
able strategies supporting Nation-
al Security, and Veterans’ Health. 
He served 8 years on active duty as 
an officer in the U.S. Army includ-
ing two tours to Afghanistan with 
the 10th Mountain Division. He is 
the recipient of multiple awards 
and decorations including the 
Bronze Star and the Purple Heart.

Editorial op-Eds

Let us never forget our solemn pledgeAlcohol is still #1
Americans have been dying prematurely at unprecedented levels 

in the past two years from a number of causes. 
COVID-19 has taken away almost one million of our fellow Amer-

icans, with the number still rising daily for the foreseeable future.
Fatal accidents on our roadways, as we noted last week, have sky-

rocketed over the past two years.
Drug overdose deaths, mainly attributable to the lethal synthetic 

drug fentanyl, have exploded, exceeding 100,000 in 2021, compared 
to about 60,000 in 2019.

However, another statistic came to our attention in an article in the 
New York Times which is equally tragic and worrisome:

Among adults younger than 65, alcohol-related deaths outnumbered 
deaths from COVID-19 in 2020. Alcohol-related causes accounted for 
the deaths of 74,408 Americans ages 16 to 64, compared to  74,075 
deaths of individuals under 65 who died from COVID. 

More ominously, the rate of increase for alcohol-related deaths in 
2020 — 25 percent — outpaced the rate of increase of deaths from all 
causes, which was 16.6 percent.

Alcohol-related deaths went up for men and women, as well as 
for every ethnic and racial group. Deaths among men and women 
increased at about the same rate, though the absolute number of 
deaths among men was much higher.

However, death rates alone don’t tell the whole story of the direct 
and negative impacts that alcohol abuse has upon individuals, their 
family members, and our society as a whole.

Alcohol abuse is a crucial factor in just about every negative context 
one can imagine, ranging from domestic abuse, to violence among 
unrelated parties, to non-fatal traffic accidents that leave victims se-
verely injured, to lost productivity in the workplace, to mental health 
issues, to health-care costs, to fetal alcohol syndrome.

Clearly, our society needs to undertake a public health campaign 
similar to what we did in the 1990s when the American public and 
politicians finally got tough on the tobacco companies by means of 
public health campaigns, increased taxes, and stricter enforcement 
of the laws prohibiting sales to minors.

Unlike tobacco or drugs, alcohol abuse impacts more than just 
the user -- and it’s time that we acknowledge that reality and do 
something about it.

Is nuclear war inevitable 
in Ukraine -- and beyond?

We don’t want to sound like alarmists, but in our opinion, the 
escalation both in military weaponry and rhetoric by the Western 
powers and the Kremlin is bringing us closer and closer to the brink 
of nuclear warfare in Ukraine.

We fully support the effort of the U.S. and NATO to help the Ukrain-
ian people defend themselves against the Russian genocide that is 
occurring in their country.

But none of the politicians or the experts have prepared the public 
for the possibility that Vladimir Putin will use tactical nuclear weap-
ons to avoid what is looming as a significant military defeat.

The conventional wisdom is that Putin will restrict his army only 
to the use of conventional weapons.

But that is the rational thinking of those who do not have the 
mindset of a sociopath for whom rules do not apply.

History has shown us time and time again that sociopathic leaders 
have no limits. Just when we think, “They will never go THAT far,” 
the sociopaths indeed cross the line and push the boundaries further.

Putin has at his disposal tactical “mini-nukes” that have the ex-
plosive power of just a fraction of the bombs we dropped on Japan 
in WWII. 

So our question is this: If Putin uses one on the battlefield, what 
do we do?
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PLEASE 
WRITE…
The Gazette welcomes 

letters to the  editor. Word 

limit: 500. Deadline: Friday 

at 5 p.m. one week before 

publication. Letters  may 

be emailed to letters@Ja-

maicaPlainGazette.com. 

Please include address 

and telephone number 

for verification purposes. 

Anonymous letters will 

not be published.  More 

information:  617-524-262

Classifieds
classifieds@JamaicaPlainGazette.com

617-524-2626
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help with PC computers, net-
works, audio/video/multimedia, 
phone solutions. $Reasonable$. 
House calls. 617-676-5676.

SERVICES
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Rate: $14 buys 10 words, including a bold heading: 25 cents for 
each additional word.  Deadline: 3 PM on the Monday before 

publication date.  Fax your ad to 617-524-3921 or mail it to Gazette 
Publications, Inc.,  PO. Box 301119, JP, MA 02130.  Or e-mail it to 

classifieds@JamaicaPlainGazette.com.  For more info. call 617-524-
2626. 

Press 5, then press 3.  
The Gazette accepts all major  credit cards.

The opinions expressed on these pages are not necessarily those of this newspaper.
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Account Executive
65-year agency seeking account 
executive generalist with mini-

mum 5 years insurance experience, 
working knowledge of commercial 
and personal lines, demonstrated 

analytical skills and ability complete 
tasks independently. Our business is 

approximately 50%  commercial, 50% 
personal. Prefer full time but will 
consider part time for the right 

candidate. Salary commensurate with 
experience. Benefit package (full time). 
Candidates only please. Email resume, 

including references, c/o 
jeb@biggioinsurance.com,

 with subject line: Acct Exec.

By John Lynds

The unprecedented leak to Po-
litico Monday that five Supreme 
Court Justices may be gearing up 
to reverse the court’s landmark 
decision that has protected a 
woman’s right to choose for a half 
century has set off a firestorm of 
condemnations from pro-choice 
advocates and elected officials. 

In 1973 the Roe v. Wade case, 
the Supreme Court issued a 7-2 
decision that the Constitution of 
the United States protects a preg-
nant woman’s liberty to choose to 
have an abortion without exces-
sive government restriction. The 
decision struck down many U.S. 
federal and state abortion laws 
at the time. 

The first draft of a majority 
opinion written by Justice Alito 
leaked to Politico on overturning 
Roe v. Wade and Planned Par-
enthood v. Casey calls the Roe 
decision “egregiously wrong from 
the start”. Alito’s opinion would 
allow states to decide on abortion 
restrictions or guarantees after 
nearly fifty years of federal con-
stitutional protection. 

“This is a devastating moment 
for our country, when lives are 
being threatened by a fringe mi-
nority determined to drag us back 

to the dangers of decades past,” 
remarked Mayor Michelle Wu. 
“It’s also a call to action—that 
Massachusetts must continue to 
lead. In Boston, we affirm our 
absolute commitment to protect-
ing reproductive rights as core 
to building a city for everyone. 
We are here. We are ready. And 
we will continue to organize and 
legislate and fight for the future 
our communities deserve.” 

Congresswoman Ayanna 
Pressley, who represents East 
Boston, called Roe v. Wade, a 
woman’s right to choose and pro-
tecting women’s health a ‘funda-
mental’ right. With conservative 
attacks on Roe v. Wade ratcheting 
up in recent years, the House 
has passed legislation to protect 
women’s health and a woman’s 
right to choose. 

 “Abortion care is a fundamen-
tal human right and we must 
legislate like it,” she said. “The 
Senate must act before it’s too 
late. Abolish the filibuster. Pass 
the Women’s Health Protection 
Act.”

Sen. Elizabeth Warren asked 
every member of the Senate, 
“What other judicial outrage 
must we endure from this ille-
gitimate majority before we act? 
A stolen, illegitimate, and far-
right Supreme Court majority 

appears set to destroy the right 
to abortion, an essential right 
which protects the health, safe-
ty, and freedom of millions of 
Americans.”

Warren said there was no other 
recourse but to expand the Su-
preme Court. 

Warren was backed by Sen. Ed 
Markey who called for the end of 
the filibuster. 

“Codify Roe v. Wade with a 
national law protecting abortion 
rights,” he said. “Expand the Su-
preme Court and stop this horri-
fying injustice in its tracks.”

Last week, the House reaf-
firmed its commitment to repro-
ductive care by providing funding 
for reproductive care providers in 
its FY23 budget. 

Suffolk County District Attor-
ney Kevin Hayden said he fully 
supports Roe v. Wade.  

“As a prosecutor and the chief 
law enforcement official in Suf-
folk County, I will always work 
in support of laws that protect 
access to reproductive health-
care,” he said. “Equitable access 
to health services – not just in 
Massachusetts but across our na-
tion – helps ensure the rights and 
wellbeing of every woman.  Public 
health is key to public safety, and 
it is a priority of my office.”

Local officials react to Roe v. Wade leak

The American Red Cross of 
Massachusetts will be installing 
hundreds of free smoke alarms to 
communities in need in a targeted 
campaign called Sound the Alarm  
to May 22.

“Our goal is to save lives,” said 
Kelly Isenor, Director of Com-
munications for the Red Cross 
of Massachusetts. “Every day, 
our disaster action teams are re-
sponding to home fires around the 
Commonwealth. Working smoke 
alarms can cut the risk of dying 
in a home fire by half.”

The Red Cross offers free 
smoke alarm installations 365 
days a year to any Massachusetts 
resident (regardless of renter or 
homeowner status), but in the 
month of May, surges efforts in 
five vulnerable communities: 
Brockton, Everett, Methuen, 
Springfield and Worcester. An-
yone interested in a free smoke 
alarm should call 1-800-564-1234 
or visit redcross.org/MA to sched-
ule an appointment. During the 
20-minute home visits, Red Cross 
volunteers will also share infor-
mation on the causes of home 

fires, how to prevent them, what 
to do if a fire starts and how to 
create an escape plan.

“Most people don’t realize they 
only have two minutes to escape 
a home fire — and that smoke 
alarms need to be replaced every 
10 years,” Isenor said. “Taking 
action with this knowledge can be 
the difference between survival 
and tragedy.”

Event volunteers are need-
ed to install 400 smoke alarms 
and share fire safety informa-
tion with families. Register at 
SoundTheAlarm.org/MA to join 
this rewarding day of giving back. 
No prior experience is needed — 
training will be provided. You can 
also make a financial donation to 
the Red Cross to help people pre-
pare for, respond to and recover 
from home fires.

This Sound the Alarm event 
is part of a national Red Cross 
initiative in May to install 50,000 
free smoke alarms with partners 
in more than 50 at-risk communi-
ties across the country. Sound the 
Alarm events are a critical part 
of the national Red Cross Home 

Fire Campaign. As of March 31, 
the Home Fire Campaign has 
helped save 1,275 lives since 
launching in October 2014. As 
part of the campaign, the Red 
Cross and local partners have 
installed more than 2.3 million 
free smoke alarms, making more 
than 980,000 households safer.

This work is made possible 
thanks to generous financial do-
nations from regional partners 
as well as our statewide Sound 
the Alarm sponsor National Grid.

The American Red Cross shel-
ters, feeds and provides comfort 
to victims of disasters; supplies 
about 40% of the nation’s blood; 
teaches skills that save lives; dis-
tributes international humani-
tarian aid; and supports veterans, 
military members and their fam-
ilies. The Red Cross is a nonprof-
it organization that depends on 
volunteers and the generosity of 
the American public to deliver its 
mission. For more information, 
please visit redcross.org/MA or 
CruzRojaAmericana.org, or visit 
us on Twitter at @RedCrossMA.

Red Cross offering free smoke-alarm installations
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Mission Hill Neighborhood 
Housing Services (MHNHS) 
held its first annual Arbor Day 
Event in Kevin Fitzgerald Park 
on Friday, April 29. With spon-
sors from Speak for the Trees, 
Boston, American Forests, Bank 
of America, Northeastern Uni-
versity Arboretum, and AEW/

Lincoln Properties and help from 
Harrison McPhee, volunteers 
were able to plant 19 new trees 
in Fitzgerald Park. This commu-
nity-building event was a great 
success and crucial as MHNHS 
works to certify Fitzgerald Park 
as a Level I Arboretum. 

Photo by Nancy Ahmadifar

Refreshments, raffles, and an amazing performance by 
the Northeastern Jazz Ensemble throughout the event. 
Informational tables were also set up, which included 
information on MHNHS’s bee program and sustainability.

Photo by Michael Bryant

Chuck  Doughty,  former 
Director of Horticulture and 
Grounds at Northeastern, 
gave a heartfelt speech.

Photo by Michael Bryant

Harrison McPhee arborists, who donated both their time and 
resources, gave an instructive and informational tree planting 
demonstration to volunteers. 

MHNHS HOLDS ITS ARBOR DAY EVENT IN KEVIN FITZGERALD PARK

Photo by Michael Bryant

Volunteers helped plant 19 new trees in Kevin Fitzgerald Park, which consisted of 8 new species. 
This now gives Fitzgerald Park a total of 29 accessioned and labelled species of trees and woody 
plants, which exceeds the 25+ species count needed for a Level I Arboretum.


	MHG0506Page001
	MHG0506Page002
	MHG0506Page003
	MHG0506Page004
	MHG0506Page005
	MHG0506Page006
	MHG0506Page007
	MHG0506Page008
	MHG0506Page009
	MHG0506Page010
	MHG0506Page011
	MHG0506Page012
	MHG0506Page013
	MHG0506Page014
	MHG0506Page015
	MHG0506Page016

