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WHAT'S
HAPPENING
ON MAIN
STREETS

By MicHAEL COUGHLIN JR.

At its monthly meeting on
February 21st, the Community
Alliance of Mission Hill (CAMH)
voted to support a project at 8
Burney Street, which includes
demolishing the current struc-
ture and constructing a new
building.

This project, initially present-
ed at January’s CAMH meeting,
would, as mentioned, demolish
the existing three-story build-
ing at the property, and a new
five-story building with nine
units would be erected in its
place.

Dermot Doyne, the property

Right, Yellow Door
Taqueria partnered
with Jennifer McCabe
of McCabe Gardens and
Floral Design to put on
a flower arranging class
at their 1619 Tremont
Street location on the
evening of February
13th. See page 6formore
“What’s Happening on
Main Streets.”

Below, Solid Ground

[og

CAMH supports new
Burney Street building

owner, presented the proposal
to those in attendance at this
month’s meeting and explained
that, at one point, the building
was a four-bedroom, three-unit
building.

However, he explained that
they have rented it out as three,
three-bedroom units “to comply
with the rules in Mission Hill.”

As part of the nine-unit pro-
posal, there are plans for the
building to contain three studios,
four one-bedrooms, one two-bed-
room, and one three-bedroom.
“The density is not really going to
change; it’s going to be 12 beds,”

Continued on page 2

Cafe owners Lucia and
Keith with Chef Ashley
Lujares.

By Abam SwiFt

Mayor Michelle Wu and mem-
bers of her administration touted
how a redeveloped White Sta-
dium will benefit the city’s stu-
dents and residents at a virtual
community outreach meeting on
TN A - A little over a week after the
Feb. 12 meeting, the Emerald
Necklace Conservancy and 15
citizens filed suit against the city
of Boston, Wu, Boston Unity Soc-
cer Partners LLC, Boston City
Council President Ruthzee Loui-
jeune, and others to stop what
it characterizes as the proposed
privatization of White Stadium
and 1.5 acres of surrounding pub-

Email stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com or patricia@jamaicaplaingazette.com
or call 781-485-0588 for your Mission Hill information

]

Emerald Necklace Conservancy
files suit to stop redevelopment

of White Stadium parkland

lic parkland in Franklin Park.

Boston Unity Soccer Partners
have a public-private partner-
ship with the city of Boston and
Boston Public Schools to reno-
vate White Stadium to bring a
professional women’s soccer team
to Boston in 2026.

Under the agreement with the
city, Boston Unity will redevelop
the west grandstands and create
a public area called the Grove
just outside the entrance of the
stadium. The city would be re-
sponsible for the redevelopment
of the east grandstands as well
as the field itself.

Boston Unity would have full

Continued on page 7
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Coalition builds momentum for ranked choice voting in Boston

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

The coalition group Ranked
Choice Boston (RCB) announced
the addition of a new partner
to its campaign, as it continues
to build momentum to promote
rank choice voting in the City
of Boston. RCB, along with the
voting rights group MassVOTE,
last night held a gathering with
its new group partner Neighbors
United for a Better East Boston
(NUBE), a Latinx-led organiza-

tion that advocates for inclusive
democratic processes and just
public policies to create a vibrant
economy and environment for all
of East Boston.

RCB has witnessed an in-
crease of support from allied
groups around the City with
currently over thirty coalition
members since its launching on
August 2023, marking a signif-
icant step toward its collective
mission to create a more just and
inclusive democracy.

“Our most active members

and volunteers have expressed
that with the implementation of
Rank Choice Voting, we strongly
feel we have the opportunity to
have authentic representation in
Boston” said Enilda Lovo, Lead
Coordinator of NUBE. “We are
extremely excited at the possibil-
ity of enacting in the near future
this fairer system of voting in
Boston”

Among those who participat-
ed at the event include Boston
At-Large City Councilors Julia
Mejia and Henry Santana, City

SJC Clerk Maura Doyle will not seek re-election in 2024

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Maura S. Doyle, Clerk of the
Supreme Judicial Court for the
County of Suffolk, announces
that she will not be seeking re-
election in 2024

“It has been an incredible
honor to work at the Supreme
Judicial Court for 32 years, first
as an assistant clerk for 4 years
and then as the Court’s elect-
ed Clerk for the past 28 years,
during which time I have had
the privilege of working with 28
justices and 6 chief justices.

I have been invigorated over
the years by the numerous col-
laborations I have had with my

constituents, court professionals,
attorneys, law schools, and bar
associations. Most of all, I have
cherished working with my ex-
traordinary staff and assistant
clerks who have aided me in
creating an incredibly respon-
sive, accountable, and profes-
sional office for all who seek
relief from the highest court in
the Commonwealth.

However, I will not be seeking
reelection in 2024 because the
time has now come for me to step
back from public life and look to
a future spent with my amazing
family who have graciously sup-
ported me throughout the years.”

Maura S. Doyle, Clerk of the
Supreme Judicial Court.

Mission Hill Triangle Architectural

Conservation District

The Mission Hill Triangle Ar-
chitectural Conservation District
Commission will hold a public
meeting on March 7, at 6 p.m.

Subject of the hearing will be
applications for Certificates of
Design Approval on the agenda
below, reviews of architectural
violations, and such businesses
as may come before the commis-
sion, in accordance with Chap-
ter 772 of the Acts of 1975, as
amended. Applications are avail-
able for review during business
hours at the Office of Historic
Preservation. Applicants or their
representatives are required to
attend, unless indicated other-

wise below. Sign language in-
terpreters are available upon
request.

Attention: This hearing will
only be held virtually and NOT
in person. You can participate in
this hearing by going to: https://
zoom.us/j/99503531241 or call-
ing 1929 436 2866US and enter
meeting ID 995 0353 1241#. You
can also submit written com-
ments to staff via email at Mis-
sionHillACDC@boston.gov.

I. Advisory Review

APP # 24.0746 MHT

1615-1617 Tremont Street

Applicant: Joshua Sydney

Proposed Work: At the com-

bined parcel of 1615-1617 Trem-
ont Street: demolition of exist-
ing structure at 1617 Tremont
Street; build new structure with
full basement and four stories of
new construction above grade.
Repair and restore facade of 1615
Tremont Street; demo rear fa-
cade and connect to new 1617
Tremont street building with
new contiguous foors at each
level.

II.  Ratification Of 12/7/23
Meeting Minutes

ITI. Staff Updates

IV. Projected Adjournment:
7:00 pm

)
Please Recycle this Newspaper
v v

)

Councilor Enrique Pepén, and
RCB Co-Chair Rahsaan Hall,
who is President and CEO,
Urban League of Eastern Mas-
sachusetts, as well as Latinx
leaders from the East Boston
community.

“We are proud to join fellow
democracy advocates and justice
seekers in this growing coalition
to advance ranked choice voting.
Our collective efforts will seek
to mobilize Bostonians of every
neighborhood to have a strong
presence in their communities

e

and at the ballot box,” said RCB
Co-Chair Rahsaan Hall.

RCB’s mission is to empow-
er individuals and foster civic
participation, ensuring that ev-
ery voice is not only heard but
also honored. To that end, RCB
has called on the support of key
voices in the voting rights and
community empowerment space
to help lead this effort with cam-
paign Coalition Co-Chairs Cher-
yl Clyburn Crawford, Executive
Director of MassVOTE;

O

Stormwater

Continued from page 1

said Doyne.

Additionally, two roof decks,
a headhouse, and no parking
spaces are planned as part of
the proposal.

Moreover, though the height
of the building would increase,
and a headhouse would be in-
corporated on top with the roof
decks, Doyne indicated it would
be comparable to surrounding
buildings.

“The actual overall height
compared to the buildings next
to us — it’s going to be lower
than everything around us even
with the expansion. The only
way it might not be, and it would
be pretty close, will be the build-
ing in front of us,” said Doyne.

Doyne also explained that the
units are going to be built as and
eventually turned into condos,
but he said, “Right now, I'm
looking at long leases.”

Regarding the zoning relief
requested in conjunction with
the project, it would need vari-
ances for use, parking, lot area,
open space, rear yard, side yard,
and height.

Luis Santana, a consultant
who presented the project at
January’s meeting and arrived
later on during the presenta-
tion, spoke about the zoning
violations.

“The existing three-family is
non-conforming to pretty much

all the zoning parameters,” said
Santana.

“So some of those non-con-
formities such as the height
and the FAR (floor area ratio)
will definitely be increased,” he
added.

Throughout his presentation,
Doyne took several questions
from those in attendance and
provided answers.

For example, an attendee
wanted to know the rents of the
studio and one-bedroom units.

Doyne had theorized about
different prices but wanted to
know more about the cost of the
project and later said, “T'll be
reasonable.”

Another attendee asked if
any excavation had to be done
in conjunction with the project,
to which Doyne indicated there
was not.

An attendee also asked if
there would be a unit in the
basement in which there would
be a studio, and Doyne expand-
ed on his answer and indicated
there would be a utility area
with a bike rack as part of the
project.

After Doyne wrapped up his
presentation and all of the ques-
tions from the audience had been
answered, the proposal went up
for a vote.

Ultimately, those in atten-
dance supported the proposal by
a vote of 13-5. The next CAMH
meeting is scheduled for March
20th.
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By MAuRrIce ‘Mossy’ MARTIN

About 35 years ago, my child-
hood friend, Jim Moynihan, and
I were exiting the Corrib Restau-
rant parking lot in Jim’s taxicab,
when suddenly I heard a clamor
of a hand slapping at the door.

I looked up and it was Mayor
Ray Flynn who shouted at me,
“Don’t forget to give Big Jim a
tip.”

It was a little thing but a big
thing, as Big Jim had an ear-to-
ear smile, delighting in the May-
or’s friendship, which began when
they ran side-by-side in several
Boston Marathons and drank a
few Budweisers at Winnie’s Pub.

Big Jim died last month at the
West Roxbury V.A., two weeks
after his 75th birthday, after a
valiant battle fighting pneumonia
and ensuing complications.

Jim, often called ‘Big Jim Taxi
Man,’ enjoyed driving his cab, and
he had a warm relationship with
many of his regular customers.

Jim loved running road races
despite his massive physique. Big
Jim organized the initial Mission
Hill Road Race in 1981, which has
become a signature M.H. event.

A 1966 Mission High graduate,
Big Jim was a terrific card player
and a great chess player, and he
took pleasure in gambling. Dosto-
evsky, the brilliant Russian nov-
elist who wrote “The Gambler” in
1866 said: “A man can be wise as
Soloman and have an iron char-
acter and still be carried away.”

One early Saturday in 1970 in
the Peter Bent Lounge (currently
The Penguin) after playing the
pinball machine against his bud-
dy, Dave Hardy, for big money,
Jim was about to accept a $100
bet with the bartender on the
winner of the popular Candlepin
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Bobby Kelly, ”Bg Jim” Moynihan (holding $2 Million scratch

ticket) and Maurice Martin at M.H. Liquors in 1995

Bowling Show that was starting
at noon on Channel 5. Jim de-
clined the bet after I tipped him
off that the three-string bowling
match was pre-recorded and had
taken place the previous Thurs-
day at Boylston Bowlardroom.

Big Jim had a weakness for
sports betting, and he was deep-
ly in debt but he struck paydirt
on the morning of June 3, 1995,
when he bought a $5 “Casino
Action” scratch ticket - worth
$2 million. By the long arm of
coincidence, Big Jim scratched
the lucky ticket at Mission Hill
Liquors, where I worked and was
part owner. Quipped Big Jim’s
friend, John McCann: “A million-
aire from scratch.”

Big Jim comes from a terrif-
ic family who grew up in Tobin
Court in the Mission Hill proj-
ect. Big Jim’s older brother, Jack
Moynihan, who is gifted with a
jolly sense of humor, beautifully
and jocularly eulogized Jim at
the funeral mass at St. Theresa’s
Church in West Roxbury. After

Ll 1
Shown at Ne
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w England Baptist Hospital for a WWIl speech are

Chrissy Dwyer, of N.E.B.H., Maurice “Mossy” Martin, Enoch
“Woody” Woodhouse, guest speaker, and Dave Passafaro,

President of N.E.B.H.

the mass and interment at St. Jo-
seph cemetery, dozens of us jour-
neyed to the nearby Elks Lodge in
West Roxbury to tell some tales
about our beloved friend. The
Big Jim stories started when we
arrived at the Elks at noon and
lasted until we departed at 6 p.m.

Congrats to Billy Raynor, the
former great Catholic Memorial
basketball player who had his
Number 44 retired Feb. 2 in a
ceremony at Perry Gymnasium
in West Roxbury.

Billy grew up in Mission Hill,
and he teamed with another ex-
cellent Mission Hill hoopster,

Photo by Tom Moynihan

Maurice Martin and “Big Jim” Moynihan, Mike Murray in
background. My last lunch with Big Jim at Corrib Restaurant.

Charlie Kelly ,on the terrific C.M.
teams in the early “70s.

Nice touch by Boston City
Councilor, John Fitzgerald, who
took several rides with the Boston
Police in his Dorchester District 3
area, getting to know the people
and places.

John is the son of Mission Hill’s
late and beloved Kevin Fitzger-
ald.

Condolences to the family of
Peter Looby, who passed away
last month at age 84.

Peter, from the Hill, was a
rugged football player at Mission

High in the ‘50s, after which he
graduated from Boston College
and later worked for Digital Corp.

Peter was a great, fun-loving
guy, and I had the pleasure of
occasionally having a few beers
with him.

Peter was married to Mary
Killion of the wonderful Killion
family from Fenwood Road.

Last week, I was among the
crowd, packed into the New En-
gland Baptist Hospital. Chapel
to hear Mission Hill’s beloved
World War II Tuskegee Airman,

Continued on page 11

@ bpelg | 716 Columbus Avenue Public Meeting
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6:00 PM -7: 30 PM

Project Description:

mail to:  Quinn Valcich

Boston, MA 02201

MARCH Zoom Link: bit.ly/4bDhVpf

Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864

Meeting ID: 161 049 4415

Boston Planning & Development Agency
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor

Project Proponent:

The BPDA is hosting a Public Meeting to discuss the Project Notification Form (PNF) for the
proposed 716 Columbus Avenue project, received by the Boston Planning & Development
Agency on 1/16/24. This meeting will include a presentation from the University team followed
by Q&A and comments from the public.

The information at this meeting is crucial to you as a Boston resident. Language Access services
are available at no cost to you. If you require these services, please contact quinn.w.valcich@
boston.gov no later than 3/1/24.
La informacidn de esta reunién es fundamental para usted como residente de Boston y parte interesada.
Dispone de servicios de idiomas de forma gratuita. Si los requiere, comuniquese con quinn.w.valcich@boston.
gov antes de la siguiente fecha: 3/1/24.
MNTEERETMNERMARIEXE, AREWNNEREXEE, SENEERSZHE. IREFTEILIESINIR
%, 157E T ARBERRTELZRTEE R quinn.w.valcich@boston.gov: 3/1/24.
ERRTIRERAAZERE, BXE:
LERRFS, SATELA RS Z BUBi48 quinn.w.valcich@boston.gov: 3/1/24.

phone:
email:

BostonPlans.org | @@BostonPlans

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

FTNEREGIEREE. RO RBREESHBRY. IREEKE

617.918.4219
quinn.w.valcich@boston.gov

Northeastern University

Close of Public Comment
Period: 3/11/2024
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JP OBSERVER

Public trees to be protected here as of March 28

But what’s next for the majority of trees—those that grow on private land?

Permission of the Parks and
Recreation Department, through
a Tree Warden, will soon be re-
quired for anyone—including
city officials themselves—to
have healthy trees removed from
City of Boston property. Getting
that permission will require a
well-publicized public hearing.

An ordinance spelling out
those and other new processes
for City of Boston tree removal
on its own properties—such as
parks, school grounds, libraries
and public housing—was passed
unanimously by the Boston City
Council on Dec. 13 and signed
into law by Mayor Michelle Wu
at the end of January. The public
tree protection ordinance (TPO)
will go into effect on March 28.

The Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts has long had a law
regarding preserving “public
shade trees” that is referenced
and treated in the new Boston
ordinance as a separate category
of public trees from those on City
property.

The original draft TPO, that
also regulated removing trees
on private property, was first
submitted and discussed by the

Boston City Council in 2021. All
Council members signed on to
co-sponsor it within a short time.

But the provisions that cov-
ered removal of private trees—
which make up about 60 per-
cent of the tree canopy here and
represent the greatest losses of
trees, according to the Parks De-
partment—were dropped about a
year ago.

At a government operations
committee hearing of the coun-
cil it was decided to bifurcate
the first ordinance to deal with
regulating public trees first, to
be followed by developing the po-
tentially more controversial rules
for private tree removal later.

“Later” should be coming
soon.

Jamaica Plain has a 44 per-
cent tree canopy, the largest of
any Boston neighborhood. About
eight acres of canopy were lost
here between 2014 and 2019,
according to City assessments

Now that the public tree part
of the TPO has passed into law,
it’s time for Boston to revisit
the most significant part of tree
protection regulation—creating
prior review of possible removal

The Mission Hill / Fenway
Neighborhood Trust

Fenway neighborhoods.

Visit www.missionhillfenwaynt.org
to access the on-line application.

Proposals must be submitted no later
than 5PM on March 31, 2024.
Please email any questions to

hello@missionhillfenwaynt.org.

Mission Hill Fenway
Neighborhood Trust

By SANDRA STOREY / SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

of trees on private land.

The original 2021 draft ordi-
nance was similar to regulations
on the books in quite a few cities
and towns around the country,
including Austin, Tex., Atlanta,
Palo Alto (updated from original
from 1951), Portland, Ore. and
Seattle. Friends of Urban Forests
lists about 50 cities and states
that have official tree protec-
tions around the country on its
website. https:/friends.urbanfor-
ests.org/tree-ordinances-in-oth-
er-states/

Massachusetts cities that
have TPOs governing private
tree removal include Cambridge,
Canton, Newton, Somerville, Sa-
lem and Wellesley.

An extensive Urban Forest
Plan (UFP), developed by the
City of Boston with lots of com-
munity and expert participation
over more than a year, and re-
leased in September, 2022, calls
for regulations protecting trees
as a critical action item within
the first five years.

Since then, the Urban Forest-
ry Division of the Parks Depart-
ment expanded its workforce to
care for thousands of trees and
secured a grant of $11.4 million
from the U.S. Forest Services
Urban and Community Forestry
Program, according to a press
release from the City.

In an online poll of the UFP’s
equity centered Community Ad-
visory Board (CAB) in March,
2022, 85 percent of the 35 voting
CAB members said they believe
“the existing tree protection regu-
lations need to be strengthened;”
54 percent said regulation of pri-
vate tree removal should happen
in “all instances;” 38 percent said
“just during land development
or construction projects.” Three
percent were unsure.

No one said that “tree removal

Brendan Behan Pub
378A Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

on private property shouldn’t be
regulated at all.”

Trees make incredible contri-
butions to the well-being of cities
and their residents, as the UFP
says. They reduce storm water
run-off, air pollution, the heat
island effect, rates of respiratory
ailments and energy usage. They
provide wildlife habitat and give
off oxygen while taking in harm-
ful carbon dioxide. They are visu-
ally pleasing and provide shade
and privacy.

Former local District 6 City
Councilor Matt O’Malley cited a
study that showed the average
tree gives $293 worth of benefits
a year to its community at a City
Council hearing in 2018.

Boston’s tree canopy covers
about 27 percent of the city, ac-
cording to a Tree Canopy Assess-
ment put out by the City in 2020
that analyzed tree cover changes
in the City from 2014-2019. That
isn’t high.

Findings from the same City
of Boston Tree Canopy Assess-
ment of 2020 show that Jamaica
Plain saw a net loss of about eight
acres of canopy coverage, most
of which came from “residen-
tial, mixed use and public open
space,” according to the Parks
Department in 2021 and quoted
by the Gazette.

During Mayor Marty Walsh’s
administration, the goal of 35
percent tree coverage in Boston
by 2030 was set. That will be dif-
ficult to achieve just by planting
new trees. Preserving mature
trees, which bring more benefits
than young ones, is important,
especially in Boston’s environ-
mental equity neighborhoods.

Key to thinking and planning
for Boston’s urban forest is the
fact that lower income neighbor-
hoods with significant popula-
tions of people of color are being
negatively impacted by a lack
of trees. Chinatown, Dorches-
ter, East Boston, Mattapan, and
Roxbury residents suffer from
related health issues.

“It’s no coincidence that many
of the communities dispropor-
tionately impacted by poor air
quality and the urban “heat is-
land” effect also have inadequate
tree cover.” Parks Commission-
er Ryan Woods said when the

Urban Forest Plan, which has
“equity” for those neighborhoods
as a primary goal, was originally
announced.

District 5 City Councilor Ri-
cardo Arroyo, who drafted the
original TPO in 2021, said at a
Council hearing where Woods
was present that equity was a
major goal of both the UFP and
the TPO.

At the moment, the brakes
seem to be on regulating removal
of private trees in those environ-
mental equity neighborhoods and
all of Boston, actually for some
good, practical reasons.

But drafting and passing an
ordinance regarding private tree
removal should be put on the fast
track in six months to a year.
Every day those regulations are
not in place, the environmental
advantages they will bring to
our neighborhoods and city are
postponed.

Meanwhile, there is a lot
of work to be done in coming
months to prepare for drafting
and passing the new private tree
ordinance.

JP’s new District 6 City
Councilor Ben Weber and David
Meshoulam, co-founder and ex-
ecutive director of Speak for the
Trees, said in separate interviews
earlier this month they are happy
to have the public tree ordinance
on the books. Both said they want
to monitor the implementation of
that ordinance before moving on
to regulating removal of privately
owned trees, specifically paying
attention to enforcement of the
new rules and processes.

A Parks Department spokes-
person pointed out another two
reasons to not rush into creating
the next TPO. City Chief of Envi-
ronment, Energy and Open Spac-
es Mariama White-Hammond,
who was a key person in leading
the Parks Department’s UFP
process and acting as a resource
on the TPOs, will be leaving her
position in April. Her replace-
ment will need to be brought up
to speed on tree protection ac-
tivities here, along with myriad
other subjects.

The Parks spokesperson also
pointed out that the pubic tree

Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4

ordinance that goes into effect
next month calls for creation of
an Urban Forest Advisory Com-
mittee (UFAC) of at least seven
members. She said that group
that will be convened this sum-
mer can be a valuable source of
input.

With the UFAC, which can
possibly help shape and guide
the ordinance governing private
trees, and a new chief of en-
vironment in place, additional
input from City agencies relat-
ing to private property, including
the Planning and Inspectional
Services Departments, will be
sought, along with residential
property owners, neighborhood
associations, institutional prop-
erty owners and advocates for
various causes, according to the
Parks Department spokesperson.

Public education needs to be
done during coming months to
make sure the private PTO is
considered with a maximum of
knowledge and a minimum of
fear and interference on the part
of the entire, interested Boston
community.

The Parks Department work-
ing with tree advocacy and en-
vironmental groups in Boston
can play an important role in
gathering and sharing informa-
tion necessary to make good de-
cisions about developing private
tree protections that work for
everyone when the time comes.

Discussions about a private
TPO will go better if all partici-
pants have already:

1. Familiarized themselves
with some tree protections al-
ready in place in a city or cities
around the country.

Boston is not alone. Urban
tree protections are not some
wild experiment cooked up by
local tree-huggers. As individuals
and organizations, the communi-
ty can learn a lot from the tree
ordinances and experiences of
other cities. There’s no need to
invent this private TPO wheel
from scratch. We can look at ex-
isting regulations while crafting
our own.

Councilor Arroyo asked his
staff to contact some of those
cities for information, especial-
ly about any pitfalls they had
encountered, as he drafted the
original ordinance. Although spe-
cifics and lingo can be different,
and provisions in some cities are
scattered throughout various
parts of their laws, successful
TPOs have a lot of basics in com-
mon.

Most tree protections go easy
on small homeowners. Most
make dealing with DDI (“Dead,
Diseased, Imminent Hazard,”
according to Austin) trees easy,
too. Developers, attorneys, archi-
tects, landscapers and builders
often treat the rules as just an-
other part of a building code they
already have to follow. Quite a
few, I've heard, are into protect-
ing trees and the environment as
the ordinances say.

"the average tree
gives $293 worth of
benefits a year to its
community"”

My brother and his wife own a
single-family house in a newish
development in Austin, which
has had tree protection regula-
tions since 1984. I asked him
last week, objectively speaking,
what his experience with those
regulations there has been. He
said he and his wife have had
to have four trees on their prop-
erty cut down over the years
because they were diseased or
leaning way over. No special per-
mits were necessary because they
were smallish trees and were not
healthy.

On the other hand, he said, he
is very happy that builders of a
nearby housing development pre-
served lots of mature trees along
the shared fence and planted
other new trees throughout the
development to keep with the
City’s regulations. He said he
likes knowing that the environ-
ment of all of Austin, not just his
neighborhood, is better because
of tree protection rules.

People who have friends or
relatives in other cities with
TPOs might want to ask them
about their experiences.

2. Read the City of Boston’s
Urban Forest Plan and its ap-
pendixes. https://www.boston.
gov/departments/parks-and-rec-
reation/urban-forest-plan

3. Read the provisions regard-

ing trees on public and private
land in the original ordinance
submitted to the Boston City
Council in 2021. https:/www.
boston.gov/sites/default/files/
file/2021/08/0858.PDF

and of the one regarding
trees on public land that just
passed with a link to it here:
https://www.boston.gov/news/
mayor-wu-signs-public-tree-pro-
tection-ordinance-advancing-ur-
ban-forest-plan. They give a good
idea of how private tree provi-
sions might go.

4. Think in terms of the widely
different types of private own-
ership of trees that will need
to be considered when tailoring
an ordinance suitable to each of
them: institutional, commercial,
small homeowner, large residen-
tial property owner or entity, new
developments of various sizes,
ete.

5. Think in terms of what
trees should be protected based
on history, size, age, etc.

6. Everyone interested in the
topic of tree protections should
be open, not only to taking in
information, but also to holding
transparent, sometimes public
dialogues with others when dis-
cussing protections and any con-
cerns.

7. After the private TPO pass-
es, outreach about it should be
done to everyone in the city in
various ways, including in bro-
chures like the ones the City puts
out now every winter regarding
dealing with snow and low tem-
peratures. It’s not too late to
educate the entire community
about the public TPO either.

District 9 City Councilor Liz
Breadon—a co-sponsor of the ur-
ban tree protection ordinance as
well as the original one, along
with former Councilors Arroyo
and local District 6 Councilor
Kendra Lara—said at the Dec.
13 Council meeting that she was
“delighted” that the “critical-
ly important” public TPO had
passed.

“This is one phase,” Breadon
pointed out. “I am committed to
continue to work for public and
private tree protections.”

Isabella Gambill is Assistant
Director of Climate, Energy, &
Resilience at A Better City (ABC),

Mount Pleasant Home

now a human geod community

62+ Community
with 24-hour personal care

(617) 522-7600 | www.MountPleasantHome.org
301 South Huntington Avenue, Jamaica Plain

« No income limit
« 3 homestyle meals a day
« Medication administration
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an organization that “represents
a multi-sector group of nearly 130
business leaders united around
a common goal: to enhance the
Greater Boston region’s economic
health, competitiveness, equita-
ble growth, sustainability, and
quality of life for all communi-
ties,” according to its website.

ABC has not taken a position
on either the new urban tree pro-
tection ordinance or an upcoming
private tree ordinance.

One thing is clear right now.
Boston needs a private TPO. We
need to prepare to draft and pass
it after some prior practical ac-
tions, community education and
monitoring of enforcement of the
existing public TPO.

“No one will be surprised to
hear that I am very supportive
of a tree ordinance,” local envi-
ronment and open space advocate
Sarah Freeman of the Arborway
Coalition, said during her City
Council testimony when the first
TPO, with urban and private
trees included, was introduced
in 2021.

“The best time to enact it was
20 years ago,” she said. “The sec-
ond-best time is now.”

The same is still true of the
part of that ordinance that re-

mains to be enacted three years
later.

Putting a lot pf time between
the public TPO taking effect next
month and developing a draft
ordinance to add the majority
of trees (private ones) to those
we are safeguarding is slightly
dangerous.

People quickly forget. And
it’s tempting to want to ignore
policies that could be controver-
sial and a little complicated. The
thought of private tree protec-
tions makes many people happy,
but it makes a few people, es-
pecially those not familiar with
what they typically entail and
the benefits they bring, nervous,
especially at first.

We can'’t let the beginning of
public tree protection in Boston
mark the end of caring for more
numerous, more threatened pri-
vately owned trees. That would
be a real shame.

And for a city that takes pride
in its concern for science, greens-
pace and the environment, failing
to pass a good private TPO would
be downright shameful.

Sandee Storey is Pub-
lisher Emerita of the Jamaica
Plain Gazette.

o

CHILDREN’S SOCCER

For kids 3.5-6.5. Online Registration is NOW OPEN

o

" Volunteers needed to assure our ability to hold a )
Spring 2024! See details on our website at
https://bit.ly/jpcsoccer

Regular season registration ends on April 12, 2024
The Spring season runs from Wednesday, April 24th
through Sunday, June 23rd, 2024
Registration costs $25.00 — discounts are available.

The spring season is 8 weeks long, every week we hold one
45 min practice for each team, with available sessions on
Wednesdays at 4pm, Saturdays at 9, 10 or 11am
or Sunday at 10am.
Volunteer Activity Leaders are needed to support every team -
no experience needed! See our Website for more details or
\ contact us directly at: contact@jpchildrensoccer.org. Y,

\.

{ Para nifios 3.5-6.5. El registro en linea ya esta abierto
en https://bit.ly/jpcsoccer

El registro de la temporada regular finaliza el 12 de
abril de 2024

La temporada de primavera se extiende desde el miércoles el
24 de Abril hasta domingo el 23 de Junio de 2024.
La inscripcion cuesta $25.00 — hay descuentos disponibles.

La temporada de primavera tiene una duracion de 8 semanas,

cada semana realizamos una practica de 45 minutos para cada

equipo, con sesiones disponibles los miércoles a las 4 p.m., los
sabados a las 9, 10 & 11 a.m., o los domingos a las 10 a.m.

Necesitamos lideres voluntarios para apoyar a
cada equipo, jno se necesita experiencia! Visite
nuestro sitio web para obtener mas detalles o

contactenos directamente en:
contact@)jpchildrensoccer.org.

\.
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By CourTNEY WRIGHT
SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Despite February being a short
month, it was a very busy one
for area restaurants with their
various Valentine’s Day menus
and drink specials that helped
make the season of love much
especially festive in Mission Hill.
Valentine’s Day also inspired
some cool collaborations between
local restaurants and independent
women-owned florists in the city.
Yellow Door Taqueria partnered
with Jennifer McCabe of McCabe
Gardens and Floral Design to put
on a flower arranging class at
their 1619 Tremont Street location
on the evening of February 13th.
The event was well attended with
all of us who took part leaving
with a lot of fun information and
good pointers on organizing flower
arrangements and most impor-
tantly- keeping them alive. They
are hoping to do more events with
McCabe Gardens in the future so
be on the lookout for future events.
Yellow Door is hosting another
event this upcoming Monday,
March 4th at 6 p.m. called “Sip &
Stitch”. This class will be expertly
led by Stitch House owner Annissa
Essaibi George and you'll learn
how to knit your very first cowl.
Tickets are $65 on opentable and
covers personal coaching, knitting
needles and yarn, and will include
a “Big Sister” Margarita with a
portion of each ticket bought go-
ing to Boston’s own Big Sister
Association.

Down the street, Solid Ground
Café teamed up with Emily’s Flow-
er Kitchen to supply pre-ordered
Valentine’s bouquets for pick up
at the café. Solid Ground is also
looking to do more partnering with
Emily’s Flower Kitchen in the fu-

What’s Happening on Main Streets

Mission Grammar School’s cheerleading squad.

ture as well and I can’t wait to see
both of these partnerships contin-
ue to blossom (pun intended) so
that as a neighborhood we have
even more fun events to partici-
pate in in the future.

Speaking of Solid Ground and
collaborations- they had a wildly
successful pop-up event with Chef
Ashley Lujares of Mango Tao Yum.
People were able to pre-order a
Busog Box which included a mix
of hand-picked Filipino favorites
with a spin. In addition to ordering
the boxes for pick up, the pop-up
also featured a walk-in menu from
5:30-8:30 p.m.- lines were out the
door! Thank you to Solid Ground
and Ashley Lujares for bringing
some very well received Filipino
flair to Mission Hill! Check out
Solid Ground as well and snag
some of their new merch!

While the Super Bowl wasn’t
particularly big to us New En-
glanders this year, I am excited for
March and college basketball. A lot
of us get caught up in the March
Madness tournament in college
basketball every year, but this
year- us in Mission Hill- have a
very exciting and very local reason
to be invested, Tre Norman play-
ing as #5 for Marquette University.

16 Private
Apartments available
with services.

Prices range from

$2,250 to $5,400*
*Two meals / 1 hour
services per day.

N\,
i MRE Milton Residences for the Elderly, Inc.
Www.mreinc.org

Affordable Senior Apartment Living
Winter Valley

600 Canton Avenue, Milton
Independent living in
studio and one or two
bedroom apartments.
On site amenities.
Activities and trips.
Transportation
available for a fee.

Currently taking applications for the waitlist )

617-698-3005

Unquity

House
30 Curtis Road, Milton
Independent living in
studio and one
bedroom apartments.
On site amenities.
Activities and trips.
Public transportation
nearby.

Tre grew up playing in the Boston
Neighborhood Basketball League
for the Mighty Mission right here
in our very own Tobin Community
Center. Norman went on to won a
Division 2 state championship as a
freshman at Tech Boston Academy
before being recruited to Worces-
ter Academy for his basketball
prowess. His success continued.
Tre was a top-100 recruit, rated
89th nationally by 247Sports.com
at Worcester Academy and was
drafted to the always competitive
Marquette University, who are
currently ranked 5th with a 21-6
season going into March. Tre made
the decision to announce his choice
of Marquette in the gym at the
Tobin Community Center, sur-
rounded by the family, friends, and
coaches who helped him along his
journey to NCAA success. I hope
you will all join me in paying a
little closer attention this year and
root for our local basketball hero,
Tre Norman and Marquette. For
this month, may we all be Golden
Eagles!

There is also exciting basket-
ball news happening at Mission
Grammar School who last year
were able to re-launch their 5/6th
grade basketball programs. The
5th grade girls team won the di-
vision championship last year (go
MG!) and this year they've added
a 3/4th grade girls and boys team
as well. Additionally, a cheerlead-
ing squad has been created with
15 cheerleaders! All teams are
coached by Mission Grammar staff
members and parents and practice
at the Tobin Community Center.
The teams compete weekly in Bos-
ton and surrounding towns, check
them out!

There is a lot to celebrate and
be excited about here in Mission
Hill but there are also some things
to be concerned about as of late.
There have been an increasing
amount of incidents affecting lo-

\
[ N

Mission Grammar School’s Girls basketball team.

cal businesses and restaurants
related to antisocial behaviors and
drug use in the Mission Hill busi-
ness district. These issues have
been discussed at the Community
Alliance meetings as well as the
monthly Mission Hill Crime Com-
mittee meetings which I encourage
others to attend. While efforts are
underway with street outreach
and recovery teams, local officials
and Boston Police, it is important
to remain vigilant and call 911
when you witness illegal or trou-
bling behavior around the area.
Boston Police and our local Com-
munity Service Officer Mike O'Ro-
urke ask that we call 911 when
we see something happening so
that there is documentation of the
incident. Even if you feel that 911
should be reserved for emergency
calls, we have been instructed to
do soif we want incidents reported

in the system as that is what is
used to determine the appropriate
response. I will be going around
with flyers given by BPD with this
information to all local businesses
in the next week but it is good for
everyone to be aware so that collec-
tively we can bring the necessary
attention to get issues resolved.
Outdoor dining applications are
open and with restaurants moving
seating to outdoor spaces come
May, we are working steadfast
and speedily at Mission Hill Main
Streets to do our part to make
sure the environment is one that
is most accommodating safety wise
to our local establishments and
patrons. If you have any events
or announcements that you'd like
me to feature on social media or
in future gazette articles, please
feel free to reach out at mission-
hillmainstreetsboston@gmail.com.
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New England premiere of ‘Eurydice’ includes new arrangement from Boston-born composer

Boston Lyric Opera (BLO)
presents a new production of
composer Matthew Aucoin and
librettist Sarah Ruhl’s opera
Eurydice — a retelling of the
Orpheus myth from Eurydice’s
viewpoint — directed by Doug
Fitch and conducted by Aucoin.
BLO, with Opera Grand Rapids,
has co-commissioned a new, more
intimate orchestral arrangement
from Aucoin that premieres here.
Sydney Mancasola, and Elliot
Madore perform the roles of Eu-
rydice and Orpheus.

Eurydice runs for five perfor-
mances over two weeks, from
March 1 to March 10, 2024, at
the Huntington Theatre.

(o)

S ydney Mancasola

Both Ruhl and Aucoin are re-
cipients of the MacArthur “Ge-
nius Grant” Fellowship. Aucoin

Elliot Madore.

was born and raised in Boston.
His 2015 opera, Crossing, was
premiered in the city by Ameri-

can Repertory Theater.

Ruhl’s libretto for Eurydice
is adapted from her 2003 play
of the same name. In both, she
challenges the traditional myth
of Orpheus and the Underworld
by giving voice and prominence
to a character often relegated to
the background. Ruhl has said,
"in the myth, we never hear from
Eurydice — she is always a ci-
pher. I'm interested in her voice,
a voice that hasn't been heard
before."

BLO General Director & CEO
Bradley Vernatter praises both
Ruh!’s writing and Aucoin’s mu-
sic, saying “I fell in love with
Sarah’s poetic adaptation...so

much so that a line from the li-
bretto (‘All T have I give for love’)
anchors our season materials.
Matt’s score is stunning, and I
was convinced it would shine for
a chamber ensemble.”

Tickets

Tickets for Eurydice start
at $33 and are available now
through the BLO website at blo.
org, by reaching BLO Audience
Services at 617.542.6772, or via
email at boxoffice@blo.org.

Matthew Aucoin’s residency
is made possible by Katie and
Paul Buttenwieser. The commis-
sion of Eurydice is supported in
part by a gift from Pat and Bill
O’Connor.

o}

White Stadium

Continued from page 1

use of the stadium for about 20
game days from May through
November, while the updated
stadium would be open for use by
the city, school sports and other
activities, and possible commu-
nity events the rest of the year.
“The Project Site, a portion
of Franklin Park, has been held
in trust for over 74 years for the
beneficiaries of the White Fund
Trust-the residents of Boston,”
the complaint from the Emerald
Necklace Conservancy reads. “In
that time, the Project Site has
been used as an open space for
public recreation, public school
sporting events, and numerous
music and cultural festivals. In
2023, the City began discussions
with Boston Unity Soccer Part-
ners, LLC to undertake a joint
venture to redevelop the Project
Site as the home for a profession-
al sports team (the “Project).”
The project, if permitted to go for-
ward, would illegally transfer the
public trust lands constituting
the Project Site to private par-
ties, ensuring extensive, exclu-
sive use of public trust lands by
a private party for the operation
of a professional sports team and

associated uses, the complaint
further states.

“Although White Fund Stadium
has fallen into disrepair and is in
need of substantial renovations,
the City has failed to consider
any alternatives to the Project,
all while rapidly pushing for-
ward the Project and ignoring the
terms of the White Fund Trust
and the requirements of Article
97,” the complaint states.

Wu stated that she is excited
about the opportunity the rede-
velopment of the stadium rep-
resents, and that it would triple
the number of hours that it could
be used by the Boston Public
Schools and the public.

“The soccer team is just a small
portion of how it would actually
be used,” Wu told Boston25 news.
During the Feb. 12 meeting, Wu
said she understood that the
White Stadium project was a
complex project involving the
park, the schools, and the com-
munity.

The mayor also said the redevel-
opment of White Stadium would
uphold the vision of Frederick
Law Olmstead to increase activ-
ity for the public in public parks.
Karen Mauney-Brodeck, the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Emerald
Necklace Conservancy, spoke at
the Feb. 12 virtual meeting, and

Try our soups and sandwiches along

M kes
DONUTS

with the best coffee and donuts in town!

1524 Tremont St. (across from Mission Church)

Now serving
gourmet
dark roast coffee

said she understands that the
stadium needs work.

“I don’t want to slow this down,
but it’s regrettable that the com-
munity was not asked first: no
one from the community was
asked if it wanted a profes-
sional Women’s soccer team,”
Mauney-Brodeck stated.
Concerns about traffic and an
influx of people to the neigh-
borhood were also raised in the
complaint, which was received
in Superior Court on Tuesday,
Feb. 20.

“It would fundamentally alter

the nature and feel of a signif-
icant portion of Franklin Park
during the majority of fair weath-
er weekends each year,” the
complaint states. “Boston Unity
Soccer Partners, LLC proposes to
host at least 20 home games on
Saturdays between April and No-
vember, causing a rapid influx of
over 10,000 people on those days,
and radically changing the public
open space of Franklin Park, well
beyond the boundaries of the
Project Site, for a huge portion of
summer weekend days. This does
not even factor in the additional

exclusive use of the Project Site
during practice sessions for the
professional soccer team on at
least 20 additional Friday eve-
nings, and the continuous, exclu-
sive use of the West Grandstand
buildings and the “Grove” por-
tion of the Site by Boston Unity
Soccer Partners, LLC.”

The Grove portion of the project
is a proposed outdoor space in
front of the stadium that would
be used for public events and
gameday activities, according to
the developers.

KEELY O'SHANNESSY PHOTO

Boston Building
Resources

Plaster all
cracked u

£

_Over tirhe, plaster walls and ceilings can sag and crack.
~Repair the damage with Big Wally’s Plaster Magic,
available at Boston Building Resources.

Why repair rather than replace?

> Less expensive
> A homeowner can do it
> No major disruption

> Reduce or eliminate waste
> Plaster will outlast wallboard

')

PIASTER
MAGIC

FOR THE ULTIMATE PLASTER REPAIR™

Visit us in person or online to find out more about Big
Wally’s Plaster Magic. It's everything it’s cracked up to be.

617-442-2262

100 Terrace Street, Boston, 02120
(near Roxbury Community College)

bostonbuildingresources.com

a member-owned co-op
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March service changes: MBTA continues repair work to improve reliability across the system

The MBTA announced service
changes in March on the Green,
Red, Orange, Kingston, Middle-
borough, Greenbush, Framing-
ham/Worcester, Haverhill, and
Newburyport/Rockport lines.
The MBTA will continue work-
ing to maintain its infrastructure
and improve reliability across
the system for riders.

Riders can find more informa-
tion on service changes through
in-station signage, in-station
public announcements, and at
mbta.com/alerts. Transit Ambas-

sadors and MBTA staff will be
available on-site to offer infor-
mation and assistance during
these service changes. Riders
are encouraged to subscribe to
T-Alerts or to follow the MBTA
on X (the site formerly known as
Twitter) @MBTA, @MBTA_CR,
and @MBTA_CR_Alerts for up-
to-date service information.

On the Green Line:

- As previously announced,
Green Line service on the B
branch between Copley and Bab-
cock Street, on the C branch be-

RESERVE
LAUGHING YOUR
SEATING
MONK NOW
CAFE FOR THE
DINING ROOM

Thai ® Sushi ¢ Pick-up * Dellvery

order.laughingmonkcafe.com or call 617.232.8000

i .

e e

‘ARI’

Ariel is as fun and
energetic as she is

sweet and snuggly!
She’s 1.5 years old,
housetrained, and

eager to please!

{

BUDDY DOG HUMANE SOCIETY, INC.

www.buddydoghs.org

“Gazette Pet of the Week” is sponsored by

The Residential Group at William Raveis Real Estate

781-820-0280 or sarah@residentialgroup.com

Sarah Carroll, REALTOR®

16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116

THE RESIDENTIAL

GROUP

tween Copley and Cleveland Cir-
cle, and on the D branch between
Copley and Brookline Hills will
be suspended all day from start
to end of service for 18 days from
February 20-March 8.

A page with dedicated infor-
mation for riders is available at
mbta.com/GreenLine.

B Branch: Free and accessible
shuttle buses will operate be-
tween Babcock Street and Copley
stations.

§ Riders should note that shut-
tle bus service will not be avail-
able at Blandford Street station
in both directions and should in-
stead utilize shuttle bus service
at the next nearest stop.

§ Outbound B branch riders
will not be charged a fare at
Babcock Street (outbound/west-
bound only).

§ There will be free fares at
Copley Station with the fare
gates open.

§ Riders can also utilize free
Route 57 bus service for alter-

o i T ¢!

nate travel between Kenmore
and Packard’s Corner.

C Branch: Free and accessi-
ble shuttle buses will operate
between Cleveland Circle and
Copley stations.

§ Riders should note that shut-
tle bus service will not be avail-
able at Saint Mary’s Street, Kent
Street, or Brandon Hall in both
directions and should instead
utilize shuttle bus service at the
next nearest stop.

§ There will be free fares at
Copley Station with the fare
gates open.

D Branch: Free and accessi-
ble shuttle buses will operate
between Brookline Hills and Co-
pley stations.

§ Riders are encouraged to
consider walking 5-10 minutes
from Brookline Hills and Brook-
line Village to Riverway station
on the E branch for Green Line
train service.

§ Outbound D branch riders
will not be charged a fare at

eat. play. live. *

MISSION HILL
MAIN STREETS

It's Springtime!
Support Local Business!

Mission Hill Main Streets
1542 Tremont Street
Boston, MA 02115
(617) 2320182

ve

missionhillmainstreetsboston@gmail.com =
https://explore.missionhillmainstreet.com

Brlgham and Women's Hospital
ding Membes, Mass General Beigham

Corporate Buddy

Circle Members

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, City of Boston Credit Union, Dana
Farber Cancer Center, MH Post 327, Needham Bank, New England Baptist

Hospital, Northeastern University and Wentworth Institute of Technology.

Brookline Hills (outbound/west-
bound only).

§ There will be free fares
at Copley Station with the fare
gates open.

The Commuter Rail will be
fare-free between South Sta-
tion, Back Bay, and Lansdowne
stations during this Green Line
service change. Riders should
note that regular fares should be
purchased beyond Lansdowne.

As a result of this service
change, riders traveling on
Green Line trains between Gov-
ernment Center and Copley are
encouraged to plan extra time
and should anticipate longer
waits.

§ Riders are strongly en-
couraged to utilize the Orange
Line in the downtown area as
a service alternative, especial-
ly during morning and evening
peak travel periods as there will
be fewer Green Line trains in the
downtown core. The fare gates at
Back Bay will be open to riders,
allowing free fares for riders who
choose to utilize the Orange Line
during this service change.

Riders should also note that
this service change overlaps with
a planned weekend closure on
the Red Line between Harvard
and Broadway from February
24-25[CN1] and between Park
Street and JFK/UMass on March
2-3. Additional details are avail-
able at mbta.com/RedLine.

As previously announced, this
service change is in place as part
of the MBTA’s Track Improve-
ment Program. To improve safe-
ty, reliability, and the customer
experience, crews will perform
track and tie replacement work;
infrastructure upgrades; station
amenity upgrades like new light-
ing, painting, tiling, and power
washing; and more.

On the Red Line:

- Red Line service will be sus-
pended between Park Street and
JFK/UMass stations all day from
start to end of service during the
weekend of March 2-3.

Free and accessible shuttle

Continued on page 10



Mission Hill GAZETTE * MARCH 1,2024 «9

JP AMERICAN LEGION RECOGNIZES BLACK NURSES AT ANNUAL BLACK HISTORY MONTH EVENT

Derek Kouyoumjian photos

At the American Legion Post recognizing the contribution of

76 on South Street, Post 296 All  Black nurses in the US military. ‘
Medical-Nurses held its annual
event for Black History Month

1 o iy
Yo Al Nursis-Medicay /- f

4 Vordt bories-dedicar
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Wass AN Nurses-Medeg.
Post e &1
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S L 0ST 246

American Legion Commander for District 7 Suffolk County

Karen Scott, keynote speaker BG Dr Andrea Gayle-Bennett, . — -
Massachusetts Deputy Secretary from the Executive Office Of Members of American Legion Post 296 with American Legion Commander Sandra Davis.

Veterans Services, with Marcia Sharpe and Commander Neysa
Wright from Post 296 shown during the annual Black History

Month event at the American Legion Post 76 on South Street. N OTI CE o F PU B L I C M E ETI N G

Notice is hereby given that a Community Meeting for a Proposed Cannabis
Establishment is scheduled for:

Application Name: Soni DOT LLC
Application Address: 1576 Tremont St, Boston, MA 02120
License Type: Cannabis Retail Dispensary

A TR v

The Commander of Post 296 Neysa Wright presents keynote
speaker BG Dr Andrea Gayle-Bennett, Massachusetts Deputy
Secretary from the Executive Office Of Veterans Services with Join virtually on Zoom via link below - this is NOT an in person meeting:
a certificate of appreciation.

Date: Thursday, March 21st, 2024
Time: 6:00PM
Event Link: https:/ /bit.ly /1576 Tremont
Event Password: 856 1935 5595
Call in Number: +1 646 558 8656
Hosted online per the Cannabis Control Commission 4,/27/2020 administrative order

There will be an opportunity for the public to raise comments, questions, and concerns.
If you any questions or comments about this proposal, please contact:

Maggie Van Scoy
Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Services
(617) 635-2679 | margaret.vanscoy@boston.gov

Please note, the City does not represent the owner(s)/developer(s) /attorney(s) /applicant(s),. The purpose of this notice is to notify area
abutters to this project proposal. This flyer has been dropped off by the proponents per the city’s request.

ey

Darsalle and Raymond Boyd catered the event with a buffet
of many soul food selections.

Neighborhood Services

CITY of BOSTON iﬁ
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MBTA

Continued from page 8

buses will make all stops be-
tween Park Street and JFK/
UMass.

There will be free fares at Park
Street and JFK/UMass stations
with the fare gates open.

The Commuter Rail will be
fare-free between JFK/UMass
and South Station during this
Red Line service change. Riders
should note that regular fares
should be purchased beyond
JFK/UMass.

This service change is in place
to allow crews to perform nec-
essary inspections of Red Line
tunnel infrastructure. Crews
will also maximize the unen-
cumbered access to the work area
by performing power and signal
work along the Red Line as well
as station amenity upgrades like
new lighting, painting, tiling,
and power washing.

- Accessible shuttle bus service
will replace Red Line trains be-
tween Broadway and Ashmont
Stations on the Ashmont Branch
and between Broadway and
North Quincy Stations on the
Braintree Branch all day from
start to end of service during the
weekend of March 23-24.

Free and accessible shuttle
buses will make all stops be-
tween Broadway and Ashmont /
North Quincy.

There will be free fares at
Broadway and North Quincy sta-
tions with the fare gates open.
Riders boarding Mattapan Line
trolleys at Ashmont also do not
have to pay a fare.

The Commuter Rail will be
fare-free between Braintree,
Quincy Center, JFK/UMass,
and South Station during this
Red Line service change. Riders
should note that regular fares
should be purchased beyond
Braintree.

This service change is in place
to allow crews to perform neces-
sary work as part of the Dorches-
ter Avenue Bridge Replacement
Project. Originally built in 1925
and last rehabilitated in 1975,
the bridge will be replaced to pro-
tect its structural integrity and
ensure reliable service. When
complete, this project will result
in safer, more reliable Red Line
service. [CN2]

- Accessible shuttle bus ser-
vice will replace Red Line trains
between Broadway and JFK/
UMass Stations on the Ashmont
Branch and between Broadway
and North Quincy Stations on the
Braintree Branch all day from
start to end of service during the
weekend of March 30-31.

Free and accessible shuttle
buses will make all stops be-
tween Broadway and JFK/UMa-
ss / North Quincy.

There will be free fares at
Broadway, JFK/UMass, and
North Quincy stations with the
fare gates open.

The Commuter Rail will be
fare-free between Braintree,
Quincy Center, JFK/UMass,
and South Station during this
Red Line service change. Riders
should note that regular fares
should be purchased beyond
Braintree.

This service change is in place
to allow crews to perform neces-
sary work as part of the Dorches-
ter Avenue Bridge Replacement
Project. Originally built in 1925
and last rehabilitated in 1975,
the bridge will be replaced to pro-
tect its structural integrity and
ensure reliable service. When
complete, this project will result
in safer, more reliable Red Line
service.

On the Orange Line:

- Orange Line service will be
suspended between Forest Hills
and Ruggles stations all day from
start to end of service during the
weekend of March 9-10.

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death
notices will be at a cost of

$150.00 per paper.
Includes photo.No word Limit.
Please send to
obits@reverejournal.com

or call 781-485-0588

Free and accessible shuttle
buses will make all stops be-
tween Forest Hills and Ruggles.

The Commuter Rail will be
fare-free between Forest Hills,
Ruggles, Back Bay, and South
Station. Riders should note that
regular fares should be pur-
chased beyond Forest Hills.

This service change is in place
for crews to perform critical sig-
nal improvement work.

- As previously announced,
Orange Line service will be sus-
pended between Jackson Square
and North Station all day from
start to end of service for four
days from March 18-21.

Free and accessible shuttle
buses will make all stops be-
tween Jackson Square and Back
Bay. From Back Bay, riders can
travel less than a quarter mile
(about a 5-minute walk) to Cop-
ley Station on the Green Line for
continued service to the down-
town area and North Station.

There will be free fares at
Jackson Square and Back Bay
stations with the fare gates open.
There will also be free fares at
Copley station inbound/east-
bound on the Green Line with
the fare gates.

The Commuter Rail will be
fare-free between Forest Hills,
Ruggles, Back Bay, and South
Station. Riders should note that
regular fares should be pur-
chased beyond Forest Hills.

This service change is in place
as part of the MBTA’s Track
Improvement Program. Crews
will perform track and tie re-
placement work; infrastructure
upgrades; station amenity up-
grades like new lighting, paint-
ing, tiling, and power washing;
and more

On the Kingston, Middlebor-
ough, and Greenbush Commut-
er Rail lines:

The Kingston, Middleborough,
and Greenbush Commuter Rail
lines, which run adjacent to the
Red Line, will also experience
service changes due to work on
the Dorchester Avenue Bridge
Replacement Project. Accessible
shuttle bus service will replace
all trains between South Station
and Braintree during the follow-
ing times and dates:

Beginning at approximately
8:45 PM through the end of ser-
vice on Friday, March 22, and
continuing all day from start to
end of service during the week-
end of March 23-24.

Beginning at approximately
8:45 PM through the end of ser-
vice on Friday, March 29, and
continuing all day from start to
end of service during the week-
end of March 30-31.

Accessible express shuttle bus
service will operate directly be-
tween South Station and Brain-
tree Station.

Passengers should note that
bicycles are not allowed on shut-
tle buses, and regular Commut-
er Rail fares will be collected
between Kingston, Middlebor-
ough, Greenbush, and Braintree
Stations.

Keolis Customer Service
Agents, MBTA staff, and Tran-
sit Ambassadors will be on-site
at impacted stations to support
riders.

The diversion schedule will
be available online at mbta.com/
CommuterRail.

On the Framingham/Worces-
ter Commuter Rail Line:

Framingham/Worcester
Commuter Rail Line service
will be suspended between South
Station and Framingham sta-
tions from start to end of service
on March 2.

A dedicated diversion sched-
ule will be in effect and available
on mbta.com soon.

Free and accessible shuttle
buses will replace service be-
tween South Station and Fram-
ingham.

Passengers are expected to
purchase a regular subway fare
and/or Commuter Rail interzone
fare.

This service change allows
crews to perform Automatic
Train Control (ATC) work. ATC
is a federally mandated safe-
ty system that sends signals to
trains about potentially unsafe
conditions, automatically slow-
ing and stopping a train if need-
ed.

On the Haverhill

Commuter Rail Line:

- Accessible shuttle buses are
replacing Haverhill Line trains
between Ballardvale and North
Station during the weekends of
March 9-10, March 23-24, and
March 30-31. This service change
allows crews to perform Auto-
matic Train Control (ATC) work.
ATC is a federally mandated
safety system that sends sig-
nals to trains about potentially
unsafe conditions, automatically
slowing and stopping a train if
needed.

Shuttle buses will replace
train service between Reading
and Oak Grove where passen-
gers can connect to Orange Line
subway.

A shuttle bus will also provide
service between Reading and An-
derson/Woburn for connections
to the Lowell Line and Haverhill
Line.

The shuttle service between
Reading and Oak Grove will stop

in Wakefield, Greenwood, Mel-
rose Highlands, Melrose Cedar
Park, Wyoming Hill, and Oak
Grove.

North Wilmington Station will
not have shuttle bus service with
passengers encouraged to uti-
lize Lowell Commuter Rail Line
service at Wilmington Station
instead.

Train service for passengers
between Ballardvale and Haver-
hill will be re-routed along the
Lowell Line after Ballardvale,
making one additional stop at
Anderson/Woburn and then
running express to North Sta-
tion. Riders desiring service to
or from Reading and Oak Grove
should disembark at Anderson/
Woburn and board the shuttle
bus service.

A dedicated diversion sched-
ule will be in effect and is avail-
able on mbta.com.

On the Newburyport/Rockport
Commuter Rail Line:

- The entire Newburyport/
Rockport Commuter Rail Line on
both branches will be suspend-
ed between North Station and
Newburyport and North Station
and Rockport from start to end
of service during the weekend of
March 23-24. Service between
North Station and Swampscott
will also be suspended on the
weekends of March 9-10 and
March 30-31.

A dedicated diversion sched-
ule will be in effect and available
on mbta.com soon.

This service change allows
for station improvement work
at Beverly Depot station and for
crews to perform Positive Train
Control (PTC) / Automatic Train
Control (ATC) work. PTC/ATC is
a federally mandated safety sys-
tem that sends signals to trains
about potentially unsafe condi-
tions, automatically slowing and
stopping a train if needed.

The MBTA previously an-
nounced service changes in
February. More information is
available here.

The MBTA understands how
these service changes affect rid-
ers’ daily travels during this pe-
riod, but we are committed to
improving your travels long term
with more reliable, timely, and
safe service. We thank riders for
their patience as we deliver this
important work and for continu-
ing to ride our system.

For more information, visit
mbta.com or connect with the T
on X (the site formerly known as
Twitter) @MBTA and @MBTA_
CR, Facebook /TheMBTA, Ins-
tagram @theMBTA, Threads @
thembta, or TikTok @thembta.
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Boston finalizes regulations to ensure large buildings achieve carbon neutrality by 2050

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Mayor Michelle Wu and the
City of Boston’s Environment
Department have finalized
regulations for Boston’s Build-
ing Emissions Reduction and
Disclosure Ordinance (BER-
DO). The updated regulations
were adopted by the Air Pol-
lution Control Commission
during their December hear-
ing. These rules set the stan-
dards for implementation of
BERDO, which sets carbon
targets for existing buildings
that decrease over time with
all buildings achieving net
zero emissions by 2050. This
vote for adoption marks the
end of the third and final
phase of BERDO 2.0 regula-
tions development. Addition-
ally, the City of Boston has
invested $3.5 million in the
Equitable Emissions Invest-
ment Fund. The Equitable
Emissions Investment Fund
is an innovative funding tool
that will support emissions
reduction projects in Boston
buildings, while prioritizing
benefits to Boston’s environ-
mental justice communities.

Buildings in Boston ac-
count for nearly seventy per-
cent of citywide greenhouse
gas emissions. BERDO build-
ings are responsible for five
percent of the building stock
in Boston and account for
over forty percent of the total
greenhouse gas emissions.

“Policy is only as strong
as its implementation, so
I'm very grateful to the team
for working hard over two
years to translate the land-
mark BERDO ordinance’s
mandate into specific regu-
latory details that will make
implementation clear and
accountable, with dedicated
resources to ensure equitable
progress across the city,” said
Mayor Michelle Wu. “The of-
ficial vote on these BERDO
regulations marks a critical
milestone and turning point
in building a greener and
healthier city for everyone.
The properties covered by
this mandate are the 5% of
buildings that comprise 40%
of Boston’s total emissions, so
full implementation to decar-
bonize this sector will be the
most significant step we can
take. Our charge is to lead
the way on climate action for
cities, and Boston will con-
tinue to accelerate decarbon-
ization through every means

possible.”

In 2021, the amended or-
dinance was unanimously
approved by the Boston City
Council with the goal of signifi-
cantly reducing greenhouse
gas emissions, encouraging
efficient use of energy and
water, and developing invest-
ments in a green economy.
The BERDO ordinance sets
emissions targets and report-
ing requirements for non-resi-
dential buildings greater than
or equal to 20,000 square feet
and residential buildings that
have 15 units or more. The
ordinance also established
the BERDO Review Board
with community representa-
tion to increase accountabili-
ty and transparency, as well
as an environmental-justice
focused Equitable Emissions
Investment Fund. In order
for buildings to reduce their
emissions, building owners
may choose to carry out: en-
ergy efficiency improvements,
switch to clean, efficient and
electric heating systems, or
fossil fuel free systems, pur-
chase clean energy, and/or
make alternative compliance
payments into the Equitable
Emissions Investment Fund.
Building owners must reduce
emissions from their build-
ings below a sector-specific
emissions standard, or limit,
and all buildings are expect-
ed to reach net-zero by 2050.
Buildings must begin comply-
ing with these emissions lim-
its in 2025 or 2030 depending
on their size.

“The final regulations
were designed to accomplish
significant emissions reduc-
tions while paying attention
to equity and affordabili-
ty,” said Reverend Mariama
White-Hammond, Chief of
Environment, Energy and
Open Space. “I am thrilled
that Mayor Wu has commit-
ted to investing in the Equi-
table Emissions Investment
Fund that will ensure that
environmental justice com-
munities have the resources
needed to decarbonize and
retrofit their buildings.”

The finalized regulations
range from topics that address
complex building portfolios,
individual compliance sched-
ules, hardship compliance
plans, fines and enforcement,
compliance with emissions
standards, and the Equitable
Emissions Investment Fund.
The new investment fund will

collect all alternative compli-
ance payments and penalties
made to BERDO and invest
them in local building car-
bon abatement projects that
support environmental ac-
tion while directing funds to-
wards environmental justice
communities. In addition to
funding carbon reduction pro-
jections in buildings, projects
supported by the Equitable
Emissions Investment Fund
may have supporting bene-
fits including improving or
promoting affordable housing
and tenant protections, lo-
cal air quality improvement,
indoor environmental qual-
ity and health for building
tenants, economic inclusion,
training, and technical assis-
tance for Minority, Women,
and Disadvantaged Business
Enterprises (MWDBE) and
cooperative contractors, eq-
uitable workforce develop-
ment training programs for
residents who have been dis-
proportionately impacted by
the effects of climate change,
projects with community own-
ership of housing and renew-
able energy infrastructure,
and reduced energy burdens.
All funding awards will be
overseen by the BERDO Re-
view Board, a nine-member
independent board of volun-
teers who monitor, enforce,
and make decisions on the
day-to-day operations of
BERDO. The Review Board
is charged with ensuring proj-
ects funded by the Equitable
Emissions Investment Fund
directly benefit the commu-
nities that disproportionately
bear the burden of climate
change.

The regulations and pol-
icies that guide the imple-
mentation of BERDO were
developed in collaboration
with a Community Advisory
Group composed of ten com-
munity-based organizations
and leaders in environmen-
tal justice, climate action, af-
fordable housing, workforce
development, and social jus-
tice. Community leaders fre-
quently collaborated with the
City to identify the potential
impacts of BERDO on envi-
ronmental justice communi-
ties and to provide advice on
how to integrate equity into
the rules of BERDO. Addi-
tionally, over the past two
years, the Environment De-
partment hosted seven work-
ing sessions and thirteen fo-

cus groups with hospital and
healthcare institutions, com-
mercial and multifamily real
estate, affordable housing,
cultural institutions, univer-
sities, Boston residents, and
various other stakeholders
across the City.

“With the finalized regu-
lations for BERDO, the City
of Boston is taking a cru-
cial step to equitably achieve
net zero emissions by 2050,”
said Lee Matsueda, Acting
Chair of the BERDO Review
Board. “I am grateful to the
Mayor, the Environment De-
partment team, and all of
my colleagues on the Review
Board for working to secure
a just transition to a more
sustainable future.”

The ordinance was orig-
inally passed in May 2013,
and required large buildings

(e,

to report their energy and
water use to the City of Bos-
ton every year. The ordinance
required the City of Boston
to make this data publicly
available. This revised or-
dinance is the single most
impactful initiative to curb
Boston’s carbon emissions.
Building owners or managers
who are looking for technical
support in complying with
BERDO can contact retrofit@
boston.gov.

Mayor Wu recently an-
nounced the City of Boston’s
new rates for the Boston
Community Choice Electric-
ity (BCCE) program, which is
the largest municipal aggre-
gation program in the com-
monwealth. Customers may
choose to “opt up” to enroll
in the Optional Green 100
rate, with

Hill Happenings

Continued from page 3

Enoch “Woody” Woodhouse, give
a marvelous speech.

Woody was one of only four
African Americans among the
952 graduates from Yale in 1952.
Woody drew his loudest applause
and chuckles when he said, “I
earned a BA from Yale, and it
was a BAA - before Affirmative
Action.”

It’s nice to see Mission Hill peo-
ple do well, and congrats to Bri-
an Jelloe whose novel, ‘Greetings
from Mission Hill,” was recently
published.

Thaven’t read the book yet, but
I shall, and the paperback can be
purchased on Amazon.

HOME SERVICE GUIDE

o

Caitlin Keehnle and Conner
Keehnle, a beautiful couple be-
came the proud parents of Arthur
Keehnle, who was born on Feb.
12. Arthur has the Mission Hill
lineage, going back to his great
grandfather, Ed ‘Pops’ Healey, a
World War II veteran from Sa-
chem Street.

Good luck to the nice people
at Greenhause Cafe (across from
Mission Church), which opened
last month. I stopped by for the
grand opening festivities and had
a flavorsome complimentary cup-
cake.

Maurice can be reached at
mossymartin2@gmail.com

No job too small

(617) 361-6532

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

Member Better Business Bureau

Free estimates

Licensed & Insured
Mass lic # 9290

Advertise in the Gazette.
Call 617-524-7662
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BNz 1 o L= S PRRPPRNY Address Puddingston Tavenen .........c.cc.eevieiiiiiiieeiiieiiieeieeeieeeneeeeeeranenes 1592 Tremont St
7-Eleven Store .........cccoeeeevvueennnnnn. 415 Center / Huntingtin Ave Tremont House Of Pizza 1590 Tremont St

Levinson Bldg .....coovniiiiiiiiiiiieecee e 835 Huntington Aveenue Subway Sandwiches ........... 1578 Tremont St
Neville Building......ccoouviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeiee e eeeeeeanes Huntington Avenue Mini Mart............c.c..oeeeennee. 1576 Tremont St
Rob.ther.parks Comm.bldg.........cceoeviniiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeieeeieeeanee, Mission Park Drive Boston Property................... 1570 Tremont St
Flynn House.......cooevevivniiiiniiinennnn. ... 805 Huntington Ave Elen Real State ................... 1568 Tremont St
Huntington Market....................... ....818 Huntington Ave Spinney Auto Insurance 1560 Tremont St
Huntntgton Pizza .......cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 784 Huntington Ave Mikes Donut.........oooiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii et eaeeeanes 1524 Tremont St
Carman' S Beauty Salon..........cccocooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiieeeiieeeeeen 764 Huntington Ave Lillys GOurmet............coeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii et 1528 Tremont St
Green Coffe Shop ....750 Huntington Ave Grispy Dough Pizza 1514 Huntington Ave
Davos Wine& SpPirits ...coceuueeeiiiieeiiiieeiiiiieeeiieeeeeieeeeeiieeeeeiinnes 754 Huntington Ave Wan CONVENIENCE ........ueiiiiinieiiiieeiiiieeeiiieeeiiiaeeeeiieeeeiineeeeannaeennns 1508 Tremont St

Flames. ...ooouiiiii e 746 Huntington Ave Discount Auto Part..........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 1486 Tremont St
...742 Huntington Ave Laundromat 1460 Tremont St
738 Huntington Ave Dunkin Donut...........oooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e eaieeeanes 1631 Tremont St
766 Huntington Ave  Solstice Café.........c.couiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiiieeie e eeee e e eaeeeaneeaanns 1623 Tremont St

Brigham Liquors.......ccccccceeevnnennn... ....732 Huntington Ave Mission Hill Liquors .....ccccuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieie e eeieeeeeeanes 1623 Tremont St
Brighman Circle Chines ....728 Huntington Ave Flann O'Drien 'S.......ccoouuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniieiiiiiiae et eeeeeiiaeeeeee 1621 Tremont St
The Mission Pub............cc..ooeooinil 724 Huntington Ave Mn American Legion .........cccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieeeieeieeeieeeieeeaieeeanes 1617 Tremont St

Stop & SHOP ceeeeiiiiiii e Tremont And Huntington Mission Hill Properties 1607 Trewmont St
WaAlGTEENS . ceviiiiiiiiiiee et ee e e e e e e eaee e ees Tremont And Huntington Mission Hill Post Office........ccccoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieceeeeeeeeee 1575 Tremont St
J P L Ick's Tremonte And Huntington 1575 Longwood Street Apts 1575 Tremont St
Bank Of America ........ocevueiiiieiieiiiieiiieeiieeeieeeieeeeeeeanns Tremonte And Huntington Needham Bank ............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e e eaeaas Tremont St

Citizens Bank ..........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e Tremonte And Huntington Bruggels Bakery ........c.coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiieeeieeece e 375 Longwood Ave
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Wu awards $4.7 million in funding to develop Boston’s Life Sciences Workforce

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Mayor Michelle Wu recently
announced the recipients of $4.7
million in funding to train and
place Boston residents into life
sciences careers, the latest stage
of the City’s Life Sciences Work-
force Initiative. Mayor Wu was
joined by Dr. Reshma Kewalra-
mani, M.D., CEO and President
of Vertex Pharmaceuticals, and
other life sciences industry lead-
ers and training partners.

“Boston is the home for big
ideas that can change the world.
As Mayor, my goal is to help
ensure that Boston remains the
best place in the world to start
and grow a life sciences compa-
ny—to create life-saving inno-
vations and great jobs for our
residents,” said Mayor Michelle
Wu. “Through our Life Sciences
Workforce Initiative, we’re part-
nering with industry, training
providers, and higher education
to connect employers with the
talented workforce that lives in
our neighborhoods.”

The initiative aims to leverage
Greater Boston’s position as the
global leader in life sciences to
develop more inclusive training
and career pathways for Boston
residents, particularly work-
ers of color and those without
four-year degrees, with a goal
of hiring 1,000 Boston residents
into the sector by the end of
2025. Mayor Wu announced the
launch of a new collaboration
between the Massachusetts Bio-
technology Council (MassBio),
the state’s life sciences trade as-
sociation, and the Boston-based
national job training organiza-
tion YearUp, to further develop
inclusive hiring and talent ac-
quisition among Greater Boston
companies, and outlined grant
funding that will collectively
bring 410 Boston residents into
the industry.

Mayor Wu and Dr. Kewalra-
mani were joined at the press
conference by MassBio President
and CEO Kendalle Burlin O’Con-
nell, Gerald Chertavian, Found-
er and Senior Advisor of Year
Up, Jeanne LeClair, Executive
Director of the Massachusetts
Life Sciences Center, Pam Ed-
dinger, President of Bunker Hill
Community College, and Gretch-
en Cook-Anderson, Executive Di-
rector of LabCentral Ignite, and
Josiah Wade-Green, a student
in Bioversity and the Mass Col-
lege of Pharmaceutical Health
Sciences’ first Biotech Career

Mayor Michelle Wu.

Foundations 8-week certificate
training program. The grants are
funded by the American Rescue
Plan Act (ARPA), the Neighbor-
hood Jobs Trust (NJT), and the
City of Boston’s FY24 operating
budget.

“We're excited to host May-
or Wu and workforce training
partners at Vertex to connect
the life sciences industry to the
hotbed of talent we have in Bos-
ton,” said Reshma Kewalrama-
ni, M.D., CEO and President
at Vertex. “The Life Sciences
Workforce Initiative reflects our
shared commitment to cultivate
local talent and ensure the City’s
growing life sciences industry
will continue to thrive.”

“As someone born and raised
in Boston, it’s thrilling to see
Mayor Wu investing significant
resources to make sure people
like me have the opportunity
to pursue professional careers
in the life sciences,” said Josi-
ah Wade-Green, a student with
Bioversity and Mass College of
Pharmaceutical Health Sciences
(MCPHS). “Even though I only
have a high school degree, Bio-
versity has created a career path-
way for me and I can’t wait to
start the next chapter in my life.”

The seven awardees of train-
ing grants are Bioversity and
MCPHS, Bunker Hill Commu-
nity College and Mass General
Brigham, Just-A-Start, Quin-
cy College and Bioprocessing
Group, Franklin Cummings In-
stitute of Technology, and Rox-
bury Community College and
the NuSq Life Sciences Training
Center, and Massachusetts Bio-
technology Education Founda-
tion (MassBioEd).

Each awardee applied for
funds to secure internship and
hiring commitments from life
sciences companies, train for
specific in-demand industry po-

sitions, and support residents
without four-year degrees who
are underrepresented in the in-
dustry today.

Bunker Hill Community Col-
lege is excited to build on our
long experience collaborating
with Mass General Brigham
and Project HOPE to expand
the workforce pipeline into
fields connecting life scienc-
es and healthcare,” said Pam
Eddinger, President of Bunker
Hill Community College. “This
grant will give Boston residents
the opportunity to train as part
of BHCC’s Medical Laboratory
Science Pathway for entry-level
jobs in high-demand fields, of-
fering family-sustaining wages
and career growth. Jobs in areas
like phlebotomy, medical labo-
ratory assistant, and technician
roles are the foundation of our
region’s life sciences economy,
and a skilled, inclusive workforce
is critical to equity and shared
prosperity.”

This funding round also es-
tablishes a workforce interme-
diary, developed through a joint
application by Year Up and
MassBio, which will be design-
ing and launching an inclusive
network of employers, training
and education organizations,
community organizations, and
influential Boston stakeholders.
The intermediary will improve
employment outcomes for un-
derrepresented talent in the life
sciences sector in Greater Boston
by simplifying and coordinating
the process for life sciences tal-
ent and employers to reach each
other.

“Life sciences is an important,
growing sector in Boston and in
Massachusetts, and we want to
ensure individuals currently un-
derrepresented in the industry
are empowered to be successful
in these careers,” said Ellen Mc-
Clain, Year Up CEO and Presi-
dent. “With this investment from
the City of Boston, Year Up is
excited to partner with MassBio,
training and education organiza-
tions, and life sciences compa-
nies to build more on-ramps into
this field for Boston residents.”

“There remains a strong de-
mand for workers in the life
sciences at all levels in the Bos-
ton area, and employers have
committed to bringing new and
diverse individuals into their
workforces,” said Kendalle Bur-
lin O’Connell, MassBio CEO and
President. “Launching Bioversi-
ty in Dorchester with the support

of the City of Boston, MCPHS,
and so many others has created
anew pathway for residents to be
trained to enter a life sciences ca-
reer without anything more than
a high school diploma. Now, our
new partnership with YearUp
will enable unprecedented col-
laboration across the ecosystem
to facilitate the hiring of diverse
talent.”

“There is an immense need for
entry- and mid-level workers in
life science careers that is only
growing as innovation continues
to accelerate,” said Jeanne Le-
Clair, Director of the Massachu-
setts Life Sciences Center. “The
City of Boston’s initiative fits in
perfectly with efforts the state
is also making to recruit new
faces to these highly rewarding
and vitally necessary careers,
via our Pathmaker program and
the Commonwealth’s MassTal-
ent initiative.”

This funding round follows an
announcement last year that the
City was funding The American
City Coalition (TACC), LabCen-
tral Ignite, and the Massachu-
setts Biotechnology Education
Foundation (MassBioEd) to in-
crease community awareness of
the life sciences industry and
its career opportunities in Bos-
ton neighborhoods. The aware-
ness efforts will engage 1,600
individuals in intensive career
awareness programming and
reach thousands more through

a robust media and community
engagement strategy, all unlock-
ing the potential for many more
job placement opportunities for
residents.

“At LabCentral Ignite, we're
honored to be part of this amaz-
ing collective action led by Mayor
Wu’s administration to prepare
and employ new generations of
Bostonians from communities
historically disconnected from
the life sciences and the ground-
breaking health innovations, ca-
reer advancement, and wealth
creation the field enables,” said
Gretchen Cook Anderson, Ex-
ecutive Director of LabCentral
Ignite. “We’re moving fast and
intentionally, together, to de-
mystify the industry, share the
faces and stories of people in the
industry who reflect our Black,
Brown and other underrepre-
sented communities, and put
people on the right educational
and training pathways to join
this life-saving field. This is an
historic era for inclusive focus on
biotech workforce development
that also stands to, in turn, ad-
vance health equity.”

The City’s Life Sciences Work-
force Initiative was developed
with support from the Bloomberg
Harvard City Leadership Initia-
tive, which advances research
and develops new curriculum
and teaching tools to help city
leaders solve real-world prob-
lems.
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EDITORIAL

Tuesday is the
Presidential Primary
election

This Tuesday, March 5, is the quadrennial Presidential Primary Elec-
tion Day when Democrats and Republicans (as well as the members of the
Libertarian Party) will have an opportunity to choose their candidates for
President.

In addition, although those who are registered as Democrats, Republi-
cans, or Libertarians must vote in their own party’s primary, those who are
registered as Unenrolled (also known as Independents) may choose to vote
in any party primary.

On the Democratic side, the candidates are President Joe Biden, Marianne
Wlliamson, and Dean Phillips. For the Republicans, the only remaining an-
nounced candidates, Donald Trump and Nikki Haley, will be on the ballot.

We would note that there also is a separate line on the ballot for “No
Preference.” Although the consensus is that the selections of the major
party candidates, Joe Biden for the Democrats and Donald Trump for the
Republicans, are a foregone conclusion, voters still have the opportunity to
express their overall regard for those candidates by filling in the oval for “No
Preference.” Nikki Haley recently was on the Republican ballot in Nevada
(Trump was not) and she actually lost to the choice for “None of the above”
-- truly a harbinger for her candidacy.

Tuesday’s primary also serves as the election for the candidates for the
State Committees (male and female) and the local city and town committee
members for each party. The Presidential Primary serves as the once-every-
four-years opportunity for party voters to choose the future direction of their
party with the election of their state and local party committee members.

Early voting for the primary already is underway. We urge all of our read-
ers either to vote early or on March 5. Every election has consequences and
only by voting at every possible opportunity can we express our preferences
to our elected and party leaders.

Thank you,

Maura Sweeney Doyle

We wish to take a moment to offer our sincere thanks to Maura Sweeney
Doyle, a native of Winthrop, who announced last week that she will not be
seeking re-election to the office of Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court (SJC)
for Suffolk County, a post she has held for the past 28 years.

Although the clerk’s job is elected only by the voters of Suffolk County,
the clerk serves the entire state in two important areas. The first is that the
office handles all petitions to a single justice of the SJC from throughout
the state. Requests for injunctions and other emergency relief, including all
petitions for which there is no specific statutory authorization to another
court, are handled through the office of the SJC Clerk for Suffolk County.

The other is that the office handles applications for the Massachusetts
Bar (every lawyer in Massachusetts is sworn-in by the Clerk of the SJC for
Suffolk County, who signs every bar admission certificate) as well as all bar
disciplinary proceedings.

Generally speaking, both of these functions are what are referred to as
under-the-radar in terms of the public’s perception (although SJC single
justices have handled many high-profile matters over the years), and only
when there is a mishap do they receive public scrutiny.

However, during Maura’s 28-year tenure as the clerk, there never was even
a suggestion of anything improper, which is another way of saying that she
performed her job with the utmost degree of professionalism and integrity.

During an era when public service is viewed under a microscope and
criticized for everything imaginable (whether fairly or unfairly), Maura
Sweeney Doyle epitomized the ideal of a public servant who went about
her job day-in and day-out without fanfare and with a deep commitment to
serving the public interest.

We know we join with all of our fellow citizens of the Commonwealth in
thanking Maura for her three decades of exemplary service and wishing her
the best in her retirement years.

[LETTER

We welcome Soni DOT

To the Editor,

As direct abutters and
small business owners, we
want to express our enthusi-
astic support for the proposed
cannabis facility by Soni DOT
at 1576 Tremont Street. The
initiative to repurpose the for-
mer Punjab Mini Mart into a
new and modern dispensa-
ry demonstrates the team’s
commitment to enhancing and
reinvigorating our neighbor-
hood.

Soni DOT’s approach to
this project has been truly
commendable. With a dedica-
tion to transparency, safety,

and community well-being,
their proactive engagement
with the community has set
anew standard for our neigh-
borhood -- addressing many
potential concerns even before
operations commence. It’s re-
freshing to see a business not
just enter a community, but
become a part of it before they
even open their doors.

We encourage our neigh-
bors and friends in Mission
Hill to welcome Soni DOT as
the responsible, communi-
ty-oriented operator that we
know they will be. Soni DOT’s
establishment promises to be

a model of how businesses
should coexist with their com-
munities and neighbors. We
are urging the City of Boston
to approve Soni DOT’s can-
nabis retail facility, and are
confident in their ability to
contribute positively to Mis-
sion Hill.

George Yianasmidis,
Tremont House of Pizza
Tariq Mehmood,

Shell Gas Station
Dipesh Dhaubhadel,
Subway
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Crty Paws

Companion animals are
living longer

By Penny & Ep CHERUBINO

Healthcare improvements,
better diet, exercise, and cut-
ting-edge scientific research
have extended the lifespan of
humans. Similar movements in
the veterinary field are allowing
our companion animals to live
longer, healthier lives. This is
excellent news for all of us who
consider the much-loved furry
members of our household to be
family.

Nature vs Nurture

Since most are bred, housed,
fed, and cared for by humans, do-
mestic dogs live longer than their
Canidae family of mammals like
wolves, coyotes, foxes, jackals,
and dingoes. For decades, how
we care for our companion an-
imals has improved with more
routine veterinary care, dental
care, better grooming, better
compliance with vaccination
recommendations, higher qual-
ity food, greater acceptance of
neutering, and a change in how
we treat our animals.

Breed, Face Shape,
and Size Matter

A recent Companion Animal
Psychology article summarized
a British Study’s findings. Za-
zie Todd, Ph.D., reported, “The
study of over 150 breeds and
crosshreeds shows that size mat-
ters, as little dogs live longer—
and so do those with a medium
head shape rather than a flat
face.”

Most of us understand that
larger breeds, like Great Danes,
Mastiffs, and Saint Bernards,
have shorter lives. The Schip-
perke, Shiba Inu, Papillon, Bor-
der Terrier, Italian Greyhound,
and Miniature Dachshund were
among the small breeds noted to
have longer lives.

Face shape is also a factor.
Brachycephalic or flat-faced
dogs, from the French Bulldog
to its larger cousin, the English
Bulldog, have shorter lifespans
regardless of size. These breeds
may struggle to breathe if they
develop Brachycephalic Obstruc-
tive Airway Syndrome. Dogs
with medium-shaped faces lived
slightly longer than those with
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Reports of companion animals living longer is excellent news for all of us who consider the

much-loved furry members of our household to be family. (Photo by Eric Ward)

long faces.

More Support May Be Needed

Knowing that the dog or cat
we bring into our life may live
longer than in the past, we may
need to think a bit more about
planning for a support system to
care for that pet if it outlives us.

This is a common concern of
people with a large bird like a

Boston's top ten dog names of 2023 unleashed
Boston dog licensing deadline is March 31

The Boston Parks and Recre-
ation Department’s Animal Care
and Control Division reminds
city dog owners that the annual
deadline for licensing their pets
is March 31. All dogs in Boston
require a new license each year.

"Licensing your pet is not only
a legal requirement, but it also
serves as their identification,"
said Alexis Trzcinski, the Direc-
tor of Animal Care and Control.
"We always advise pet owners
that having a license provides
a quicker way for them to be re-
united with you if they get lost."

All dog owners must license
their dogs by Thursday, March
31, 2024. Dogs must be licensed
if they are older than six months.
Owners must provide a copy of
their dog’s current rabies certif-
icate. For spayed and neutered
pets, owners must submit proof
of spaying or neutering if they

have not done so previously.

Licensing fees are $15 for a
neutered male or spayed female
or $30 for an intact male or fe-
male. The dog licensing fee is
waived for service animals and
residents age 70 and older. Own-
ers must also pay any outstand-
ing Animal Care and Control
fines. The fine for an unlicensed
dog is $50.

In preparation for the 2024
licensing deadline, the Animal
Care and Control Division an-
alyzed licensing data from the
previous year to reveal the most
popular dog names of 2023.

For an in-depth guide on
dog licensing, including a link

to license your dog online, visit
Animal Care and Control’s how-
to article on boston.gov/depart-
ments/animal-care-and-control.

Please call (617) 635-5348 or
email animalcontrol@boston.gov
with any questions about the li-
censing process or to update your
information in the database.

The City of Boston will also
host a series of dog licensing and
pet vaccine clinics from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. on Saturdays from March
2 to June 15 at seven BCYF
community centers. For details,
fees, and locations please visit
boston.gov/animals, or call (617)
635-1800.

Parrot who could live 50 years
or more. We looked at discus-
sions in bird forums to learn how
these guardians addressed this
issue. One answer is to become
part of a local bird club or Avi-
culture Society. Another was to
prearrange for care with a rescue
organization or humane society.

We've been part of West High-
land Terrier rescue organiza-
tions for many years and de-
veloped friendships with others
who know the breed’s strengths
and weaknesses. Through rou-
tine communication, they even
know a bit about our Poppy in
particular.

In Massachusetts, you can es-
tablish a trust that you can fund
to care for an animal if and when
you are unable to do so.

Mutually Beneficial
Some of the things dog guard-

ians do for their furry compan-
ions are mutually beneficial. We
know that more exercise, social-
ization, fun, and stress relief can
extend the lives of all species.
Our companion animals provide
us with many opportunities to
relax and enjoy life.

In the case of dogs and hu-
mans, we’ll let the American
Heart Association have the final
word on the topic. They reported,
“As dog lovers have long suspect-
ed, owning a canine compan-
ion can be good for you.” Two
studies in one of their scientific
publications suggested, “... your
four-legged friend may help you
do better after a heart attack or
stroke and may help you live a
longer, healthier life.”

Do you have a question or top-
ic for City Paws? Send an email
to Penny@BostonZest.com with
your request.
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WINTER HARBOR CRUISE SET FOR SATURDAY

How has Boston’s waterfront
changed? What types of com-
merce continues? What chal-
lenges do we face along the wa-
terfront?

On Saturday, March 2 at 10
a.m. join the Friends of the Bos-
ton Harborwalk (FBHW) for a
2 % hour cruise around Bos-
ton’s inner harbor on a multi-
deck, heated vessel. FBHW tour
guides will discuss the history
of the city, its harbor, and how
much the waterfront neighbor-
hoods and the harbor continue to
evolve — nearly 400 years after

the city’s founding.

The tour departs from and
returns to Long Wharf on a Bos-
ton Harbor City Cruises’ marine
vessel. We will begin boarding
at 9:45 AM and will depart at
10:00 AM (sharp) - returning at
approximately 12:15 PM. Spe-
cific dock location and boarding
information will be sent out days
prior to the tour.

Cost $20.

Register in advance at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/friends-
of-the-harborwalk-winter-har-
bor-cruise-tickets.
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The downtown Boston waterfront.
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