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Derek Kouyoumjian Photos

Shown above, residents relaxing inthe dining tent, which offered some shade from the summer
heat for Mission Hill residents during the 14" annual Family Fun Day, hosted by Mission Main
Tenant Task Force. Shown inset, Gabriel and Izel enjoyed done father/son time together. See
more photos on Pages 8-10.

CAMH talks Groma at latest meeting

By MicHAEL COUGHLIN JR.

In a more informal monthly
meeting over Zoom earlier this
month, the Community Alliance
of Mission Hill (CAMH) learned
more about a company based out
of Boston focused on real estate
called Groma.

Chris Lehman, a Co-Found-
er of Groma and the company’s

Policy Architect, summarized the
primary business model as “to
acquire, modernize and operate
small unit-count multi-family
rentals in the Boston area.”

Lehman continued and ex-
plained that of the properties
owned by Groma, about 90% of
them are triple-deckers.

“We have found these to be
a, I think, really neglected asset

class in a lot of ways, and so
we are really committed to im-
proving the physical qualities of
these properties, creating a great
resident experience, and being a
good landlord and neighbor for
our tenants and neighbors,” he
said.

While the abovementioned

Continued on page 2

Planning Department
hosts 500 Huntington
Ave. public meeting

By MicHAEL COUGHLIN JR.

On Tuesday, the City of Bos-
ton Planning Department wel-
comed folks to a public meeting
regarding plans for a develop-
ment at 500 Huntington Avenue,
a site which currently includes
Wentworth Institute of Technol-
ogy’s Sweeney Field and other
structures.

As part of this project, two
buildings would be construct-
ed at the site, totaling 640,000
square feet of gross floor area for
life science and retail space, with
384 parking spaces.

The Huntington Development
Group is undertaking the project,
which is comprised of The Owens
Companies, Waldwin Develop-
ment, and The Fallon Compa-
ny, all of which were described
as “Boston-based, family-owned
companies” by Donald Johnson of
Huntington Development Group.

It should be noted that Went-
worth owns the site, but Johnson
said, “This is a ground lease from
Wentworth, and the project is
being developed by HDG (Hun-
tington Development Group) as a
private development, not as part
of Wentworth’s campus.”

Development at this site has
a history dating back to 2013
when Planned Development Area
(PDA) #93 was approved. John-
son explained that the massing

for the 2013 project included a
tower along Parker Street, which
fronted Huntington Avenue, and
an oval building at the corner of
Huntington Avenue and Ruggles
Street.

“Ultimately, that project did
not go forward for a number of
reasons,” said Johnson. He also
indicated that since 2013, the Av-
enue of the Arts guidelines have
been created to guide projects in
the area, and there have been
some changes.

Specifically, Johnson noted
that this project is more compact
and includes open space on the
corner where the aforementioned
oval building was slated to be
erected.

The floor area ratio, gross
floor area, and allowed uses have
remained the same in the two
iterations of the project.

However, the project’s maxi-
mum height has decreased from
280 feet to the top of the building
to 254 feet to the top of the me-
chanical screening. Further, the
amount of parking spaces has
decreased from 410 to 384, and
publicly accessible open space
has increased from up to 57,600
square feet to up to 70,000 square
feet.

Johnson also noted that
78,000 square feet were set aside
for Wentworth’s use in the 2013

Continued on page 3
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WNYV detected in nine mosquito test samples across Boston neighborhoods

SPecIAL TO THE GAZETTE

The Boston Public Health
Commission (BPHC) has an-
nounced that nine mosquito test
samples obtained from Jamaica
Plain, Roslindale, Roxbury, and
West Roxbury tested positive
for West Nile Virus (WNV). The
virus is carried by mosquitoes
and can be spread to humans
through the bite of an infected
mosquito. These are the first
samples to test positive for the
virus in Boston this summer.
There are currently no confirmed
human cases of West Nile Virus
among Boston residents and the
risk of transmission remains low;
however, BPHC still encourages
residents to protect themselves.

The best way to reduce the

risk of West Nile Virus is by
avoiding mosquito bites. BPHC
recommends the following strat-
egies:

* Avoid spending extended
periods of time outdoors from
dusk to dawn, when mosquitoes
are most active.

* Wear long clothing and high
socks to keep mosquitoes away
from your skin.

* Use EPA-approved insect
repellents like DEET, oil of
lemon eucalyptus, picaridin, or
IR3535.

* Make sure screens in win-
dows and doors fit properly and
do not have any holes.

* Regularly empty out and
clean bird baths, unused flower-
pots, and other vessels contain-
ing standing water to prevent

mosquitoes from breeding. Flip
over unused kiddie pools and dis-
pose of old tires, which are also
known to collect rainwater that
attracts mosquitoes for breeding.

* Regularly clean out gutters
and remove any debris or block-
ages.

“We encourage all residents
to protect themselves from in-
sect-borne infections like West
Nile Virus by wearing insect re-
pellant and long sleeve clothing
when spending time outside at
dusk or dawn when mosquitoes
are most active,” said Dr. Biso-
la Ojikutu, Commissioner of Pub-
lic Health and Executive Director
of the Boston Public Health Com-
mission. “We are working closely
with our partners at the State
to monitor mosquito test sam-

ples and keep residents updated
about the risk of West Nile.”

Most people who are infected
with West Nile Virus do not expe-
rience any signs or symptoms of
illness. In some cases, however,
people will experience a head-
ache, fever, nausea, vomiting,
and body aches which can last
for a few days or several weeks.
In most cases, individuals with
mild symptoms recover on their
own without needing medical as-
sistance.

People who are older than 50
years of age are at higher risk
of developing serious symptoms,
including high fever, severe
headache, confusion, lack of co-
ordination, and muscle paralysis
or weakness. If you or someone
you know is experiencing these

symptoms, contact a health care
provider immediately. More
information on WNV and oth-
er mosquito-borne illnesses are
available on BPHC’s website.

Boston Public Health Com-
mission (BPHC) is the country’s
oldest health department. We
envision a thriving Boston where
all residents live healthy and ful-
filling lives. To accomplish this,
BPHC works in partnership with
communities to protect and pro-
mote the health and well-being
of all Boston residents, especially
those impacted by racism and
systemic inequities. Learn more
about our work at boston.gov/
bphe.

CAMH

Continued from page 1

information is one aspect of the
company, another deals with in-
vesting and ownership.

“I think many of us are con-
cerned with the affordability of
real estate in the Boston area,
and so we are working on finan-
cial products to make it easier for
a wide array of people, including
eventually our renters, to be able
to actually have an ownership
stake in these properties,” said
Lehman.

This component deals with
the GromaREIT (Real Estate In-
vestment Trust), which Lehman
explained is, at minimum, a part
owner in all of the company’s
properties.

Essentially, Lehman com-
pared the GromaREIT to an in-
dex fund but for real estate in
which investors can buy shares
in the GromaREIT, which, as
mentioned, is at least part owner
in all of the properties.

“A REIT is an investment
vehicle that basically enables
people to build fractional owner-

Mount Pleasant Home

now a human good community

62+ Community
with 24-hour personal care

(617) 522-7600 | www.MountPleasantHome.org

301 South Huntington Avenue, Jamaica Plain

« No income limit
+ 3 homestyle meals a day
« Medication administration

\_

-

16 Private
Apartments available
with services.

Prices range from

$2,250 to $5,400%*
*Two meals / 1 hour
services per day.

L MRH Milton Residences for the Elderly, Inc.
WWWw.mreinc.org

Affordable Senior Apartment Living
Winter Valley

600 Canton Avenue, Milton
Independent living in
studio and one or two
bedroom apartments.
On site amenities.
Activities and trips.
Transportation
available for a fee.

Currently taking applications for the waitlist @

617-698-3005

Unquity
House

30 Curtis Road, Milton
Independent living in
studio and one
bedroom apartments.
On site amenities.
Activities and trips.
Public transportation
nearby.

ship in real estate assets, and so
the GromaREIT is a REIT that
owns primarily triple-deckers —
though there’s a few exceptions
— and enables people to basical-
ly have investment exposure to
those properties,” said Lehman.

It should be noted that cur-
rently, only accredited investors
— based on income and wealth
thresholds — can invest, but
Lehman indicated within the
next year or so, there is hope to
allow anyone to own shares.

As the discussion progressed,
one attendee suggested that in
the future, Groma create a Mis-
sion Hill category for invest-
ments. “If everybody’s making
money off of Mission Hill, Mis-
sion Hill homeowners should be
making some money too,” said
the attendee.

Another attendee had asked
if the stock was currently traded
on the stock exchange, and the
answer was no.

“We will eventually try to
do that, but as we have learned
in our interactions with audi-
tors and other financial industry
professionals, there are a lot of
disclosure and reporting hurdles
you have to go through,” said
Lehman.

The same attendee ques-
tioned if investors have control
over aspects such as where to

invest and how to manage.

Lehman explained that cur-
rently, the investor base is small,
and there are personal relation-
ships with some, so sometimes
things like strategy are dis-
cussed.

However, he also said, “As we
progress into the future and we
get to the point where we have,
say, thousands of investors —
there are still voting rights to
some degree based upon the own-
ership, and so that necessarily
informs our strategy somewhat
— but the mechanism by which
that happens becomes a bit more
complicated.”

This same attendee, after ask-
ing questions, expressed concern,
pointing to the existing num-
ber of absentee investors and
non-owner occupied residences
in Mission Hill and this model
potentially leading to more tran-
sient populations moving into the
neighborhood and pushing out
long-term residents.

“I'm rather alarmed, to say
the least, to see that Mission Hill
is now going to become the play-
ground for a real estate invest-
ment trust to buy up property;
this is just the absolute opposite
of what we need here,” they said.

Another attendee wondered
if this idea would really be a
good way to build equity in so-

ciety, “especially here in Boston
where African-American people
have been really sidelined on
purpose.”

In response, Lehman said,
“The concern you're expressing
there is one that we share, and
that was a non-trivial part of the
reason we're pushing for this kind
of community ownership model.”

“I think one of the biggest
reasons that a variety groups,
whether those are racial groups
or other groups, have had trouble
building wealth, and building
intergenerational wealth in the
United States is the barriers to
entry in the traditional home-
ownership model... the idea
behind our model is to enable
people to invest at whatever pace
they’re able to.”

As the meeting continued,
residents discussed fears of long-
term residents being pushed out,
ideas for stabilizing the neigh-
borhood, providing equitable op-
portunities for investment, and
much more.

Ultimately, CAMH’s presi-
dent, Martin Beinborn, stated
it was good Lehman reached out
to the community and mentioned
possibly following up on the pre-
sentation.

To learn more about Groma,
visit its website at https:/www.
groma.com/.

Recycled newspapers can be made into cereal boxes,
egg cartons, pencil barrels, grocery bags, tissue paper
and many other products,including new newspapers!




SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Mayor Michelle Wu and the
City of Boston’s Human Services
Cabinet have announced applica-
tions are now open for the 2024
Youth Development Fund (YDF),
a $1.5 million grant program to
support non-profit organizations
that provide high quality, en-

gaging programming for youth
and young adults ages 14-24.
Funding will be prioritized for
areas that are aligned with the
Mayor’s Connect, Learn, Explore
commitment to youth. The goal of
this grant is to increase the va-
riety of free youth programming
in the City and provide a positive
outlet for youth when they’re not

in school. Applications are open
until 5:00 p.m. on August 19,
2024.

“We're working to make Bos-
ton a city where every young
person has access to enriching
experiences outside of the class-
room,” said Mayor Michelle Wu.
“By directing funds to initiatives
that support youth programming

Public Meeting

Continued from page 1

project, but that is no longer
included.

As the presentation contin-
ued, Johnson highlighted oth-
er aspects of the project, such
as setbacks from Northeastern
buildings and a shadow setback
to reduce shadows impacting the
Museum of Fine Arts.

There are also plans for only
one loading dock at the site where
trucks will only be allowed to pull
in off of Parker Street and will
not be allowed to back in from
Parker Street.

Another critical aspect of the
project is a pedestrian path be-
tween the two buildings, con-
necting Museum Road across
Huntington Avenue through the
site and Northeastern’s West Vil-
lage to Ruggles Station. Plans
also include a connection from
the site across Ruggles Street to
Wentworth Hall.

After Johnson outlined the
materials and building forms
that were inspired to align with
existing buildings around the
area, Josh Burgel detailed the
project’s public realm aspects.

These public realm aspects
include bike sharing and parking
areas, new mid-block crossings
on Ruggles and Parker Streets,
a 45% tree increase, bike lanes,
and more.

Burgel also noted plans for
programming in publicly accessi-
ble spaces such as water features
in the warmer seasons, farmers'
markets, art spaces, and more.

As for sustainability, the proj-
ect aims to achieve LEED Gold,
and the project will utilize “elec-
tric operations for the heating
and cooling of the building as
much as possible,” according to
Johnson.

Workforce development is
also an essential part of the
project. “One of the things that
Huntington Development Group
does, you know, we want to pri-
oritize workforce development
opportunities and career ladders

in the life sciences and building
industry to create a more diverse
and inclusive workforce in Bos-
ton.”

For example, The Fallon Com-
pany partners with Street2lvy
and runs a real estate entrepre-
neurship program free of charge
for Boston kids.

The project team is also look-
ing to work with Wentworth to
facilitate workforce training pro-
grams, work with the institutes’
RAMP program, and employ
more than 80 Wentworth co-op
students.

After the presentation, Juan
Maldonado, Associate Director of
Sociedad Latina, a youth devel-
opment organization from Mis-
sion Hill, made the only comment
about the project.

Maldonado offered his sup-
port for the project on behalf of
the organization and was thank-
ful to the project team for listen-
ing to suggestions from youth
and members of Sociedad Latina
to improve the project.

Moreover, he noted that the
developers verbally agreed to
partner with Sociedad Latina,
centering on increased employ-
ment and career exploration
opportunities for Mission Hill

youth. He requested that a plan
be included with annual intern-
ship and employment opportuni-
ties metrics as part of the proj-
ect's approval process.

“We would like to request
that the development team work
closely with youth development
organizations in Mission Hill as
well as continue to work with
Sociedad Latina in setting these
goals and implementing the in-
ternship program,” said Maldo-
nado.

“The BPDA should also en-
sure the initial verbal agreement
and commitments are part of
the written community benefits
package.”

Regarding the project’s next
steps, Stephen Harvey of the
city’s Planning Department not-
ed that the project must receive
approval from the Boston Civic
Design Commission, the plan-
ning board, and the zoning com-
mission.

To learn more about this proj-
ect, view the presentation and
recording from this meeting, vis-
it https://www.bostonplans.org/
projects/development-projects/
wentworth-500-huntington-ave-
nue.
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Youth Development Fund now open for applications

we are not just investing in the
futures of our young people, but
in the future of our entire com-
munity. Thank you to our Office
of Human Services for their work
in launching this grant. I can’t
wait to see the programs that our
partner organizations will offer
and all the ways they will bring
new and exciting experiences for
our young people.”

This year, the Youth Develop-
ment Fund will support non-prof-
it youth-serving organizations
through two tracks of funding
— one track for small, emerg-
ing organizations and another
track for larger, established or-
ganizations. Those chosen for the
emerging awards will be invited
to participate in the Emerging

Organization Learning Commu-
nity, a series of free training and
capacity-building workshops.
This will be the second year that
the Mayor’s Office of Human Ser-
vices has offered the Learning
Community.

“I am excited that we are able
to partner with so many youth de-
velopment organizations to offer
a diverse array of programming,”
said Human Services Chief José
F. Mass6. “We want every family
in Boston to be able to find fun,
engaging, high quality programs
in their neighborhood.”

The Emerging Leader Grant
will support organizations that
have an annual operating bud-
get of $200,000 or less and all

Continued on page 6

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
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One Brigham Circle Plaza
1620 Tremont Street Boston

FREE FUN FOR EVERYONE

Thursday 8/15/2024
® Soul Amazing @
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Rain dates for each concert will be the following
Wednesday after the scheduled date and same time.
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One Brigham Circle
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LIGHT REFRESHMENTS « MISSION HILL ARTISTS COLLECTIVE « MUSIG - FREE KIDS FUN RUN - GAMES « MEDAL CEREMONY -PUDDING POT!

2024 MISSION HILL ROAD RAGE
5K RUN & WALK

BENEFITTING THE KEVIN W. FITZGERALD PARK
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WALKERS: 9:00 AM START « RUNNERS: 9:30 AM START
ST. ALPHONSUS GATE AT KEVIN W. FITZGERALD PARK
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BY SEPTEMBER 20TH
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$20 AT 8 AM

MHRR 2024

PRE-REGISTER AT




4 o« Mission Hill GAzETTE » AUGUST 2,2024

What’s Happening on Main Streets

By CourTNEY WRIGHT

August always is the month of happenings” —May Sarton (Belgian-American novelist)

Happy August, Mission Hill!

I'd be remiss to not start this
month’s piece with gratitude and
acknowledgement to two of our
friends at Mike’s Donuts, Mira
and Mosa. As long as  have been
in Mission Hill, they have been
the two faces I most commonly
see in the morning (besides Nick,
Frank and Mossy) and who know
my coffee order before I even
get in the door. I want to take a
moment and show appreciation
for the role they play in making
Mike’s, our 2024 Legacy Busi-
ness, a place we all go to feel

like a local. Make sure to include
an extra tip next time you visit
(wink).

It’s hard to believe that
we're entering the last month
of the summer season already.
Although it has been hot, we
have been lucky this year to have
missed much of the rain of the
previous summer allowing for
more attendance at communi-
ty events over the last month.
From programming in Fitz Park
by MHNHS and concerts in

FEF i 7T

el e

WINN companies Jayme Bonds accepting an award from
Willie Pearl Clark, Mission Main Tenant Task force President
at Family Day on July 27.

HEBRON MARKET

WELCOME, WE ARE

10AM - 8PM DAILY

Fresh - Authentie - Loeal

1522 Tremont Street, Mission Hill

Brigham Circle with Sociedad
Latina, to last weekend’s Family
Fun Day in Mission Main; there
has been no shortage of ways to
engage. The MH Arts Fest has
also been a huge success, with
great turn out and fabulous per-
formances over the course of the
last few weekends. I recommend
checking out their next event in
the series on August 10th, fea-
turing Ivanna Cuesta and Abria
Smith. Learn more about the
artists and how to get tickets
here: https:/www.mhartsfest.
org/2024/ivanna-cuesta.html#a-
na-viveros.

Just in time for a new school
year, we have some exciting news
on Tremont St.! Hebron Market
will be doing a soft-opening of
their brand new market at 1522
Tremont St. on Friday, August
2nd (today as you read this). The
market will be open from 10 a.m.-
8 p.m. daily beginning Friday,
with a formal ribbon cutting in
the works for the end of August/
early September. Hebron Market
will be the second business on
Tremont St for Yousef Irziqat,
owner of Crispy Dough, and will
offer Halal-certified meat and
reasonably priced, pre-packaged
meals in addition to dry foods
and some grocery items. It’s a
beautiful space inside and I'm
excited to see how they utilize
the outdoor space as they get
acclimated. Stop by and check it
out! Congratulations Yousef and
co!

In other restaurant news,
this September 24th will mark
20 years since Penguin Pizza
opened in 2004! In anticipation
of properly celebrating this mile-
stone in September, Pam Carthy
and Dermot Doyne are asking
anyone who has photos in/with/
at Penguin to please send them
via email to Pam at pamela@

[og

thepenguinpizza.com.
Stay tuned for more
information on a fu-
ture celebration. In
the meantime, keep
enjoying the daily
and weekly specials
Penguin has to offer.
Follow them on Ins-
tagram @thepenguin-
missionhill to stay
updated on specials
and events like triv-

ia and themed watch
parties. Speaking of
specials- look out
next week for Yellow
Door’s (@yellowdoort-
aco) updates as they
roll out fun new of-
ferings as the summer
winds down (their par-
ty doesn’t stop).

The month of Au-
gust is going to be very
busy here at MH Main
Streets. As classes start
back in September, we
have several groups
of students who will
be coming through the
business district over the
next few weeks as an in-
troduction/orientation to
the neighborhood and
what is has to offer. Be-
ginning with Harvard
Medical School Resi-
dents from the Office of
Community Centered
Medical Education on
August 7th and wrap-
ping up with North-
eastern’s ACES pro-

and give your
suggestions
for things to do
and places to
eat and drink
in the area.
Simultane-
ously, we have
a Wentworth
| student, Elijah
~ | Dodson, work-
e ing on the Main
§ Streets App to
set up business
guides/scavenger
hunts aimed at
getting students
incentivized and
out and about in
the business dis-
trict as they move
back in Septem-
ber. I'm excited
by the oppor-
tunity to get
others excited
about what we
have to offer.
As we approach
September,
please SAVE
THE DATE
for Mission
Hill Main
Streets An-
nual Meeting
on Septem-
ber 24th, 5:30
p.m. in the
Yard at the
Tobin Commu-
nity Center.
Invitations will
be sent out over
the next week,
but in the mean-
time please hold

gram on August 29th,

I look forward to showing
off the establishments and
unique character of the neigh-
borhood we love. If you see me
corralling students along Trem-
ont and Huntington this month,
feel free to introduce yourself

the date- we'd
love for you to
join us.

As always, if you want me
to promote something or get in
touch, please feel free to email
me at missionhillmainstreets-
boston@gmail.com

Mayor's Cup Tennis Tournament begins Aug. 12

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Mayor Michelle Wu and the
Boston Parks and Recreation
Department are excited to an-
nounce the 2024 Mayor's Cup
Tennis Tournament. Athletes
ages 8-18 will have the oppor-
tunity to compete for the title
of “Boston’s Best” in singles and

doubles tennis.

"We are proud to continue this
tradition and celebrate the talent
and sportsmanship of the young
athletes in our city of champi-
ons,” said Mayor Michelle Wu.
“The Mayor's Cup Tennis Tour-
nament is a wonderful opportu-
nity to activate our parks with
healthy competition and friendly

rivalry.”

The tournament will kick off
on Monday, August 12, at 9:30
a.m., with games concluding on
Thursday, August 15. Matches
will take place at Carter Play-
ground Tennis Courts, 709 Co-
lumbus Ave. The divisions are

Continued on page 5



By Maurice ‘Mossy’ MARTIN

Mission Hill lost a great one
last month when John Todd
passed away a month shy of his
94th birthday.

A father of four, grandfather
of six and great-grandfather to
five, John possessed uncanny
wisdom, and was the recipient
of his acuity going back 60 years
when we both lived in the Mis-
sion Hill project.

John, who worked for the
sheriff's department in Norfolk
County, lived for decades on Cal-
umet Street, where he enjoyed
sitting on his porch, chatting
with passersby and exuding
goodwill. He also owned ‘Max-
ie's,” a small grocery store at
Calumet and Sachem streets, in
the ‘60s.

In eulogizing his dad at the
Mission Church Memorial Mass,
Kevin Todd, recalled being a lit-
tle boy in Maxie's one afternoon.
A customer said she didn't have
enough money to go to the Elm
Farm Market, and she was a
tad short in purchasing a box of
pasta and tomato sauce.

“No problem at all,” John told

o
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Hill Happenings

her. “Grab a loaf of bread on the
way out to fill up the kids’ bel-
lies.”

A few years ago, John called
me and told me to come by his
house to see some memorabilia.
John had stepped into another
room, when Kevin, who was there
visiting his father, bellowed out:
“Dad, your son, Maurice, is here.”

Mr. Todd was a second father
to so many of us in Mission Hill.

I got a warm feeling upon the
news that Naval Officer Joseph
Keiley from Mission Hill was
promoted to Naval Command-
er. Joseph is the son of terrific
parents, the late Philip Keiley
and his proud mother, Evelyn
(Quinn) Keiley. The Keileys are
a wonderful family who lived up
the Hill for decades and I'm re-
minded of Joseph's grandfather,
John "Abner" Keiley.

Abner was a great baseball
player who played center field
for Mission High School in the
1940s, and after retiring from
the post office, I became close
friends with him. He was the
unofficial social director at my
hangout, the Mission Hill Post,

organizing whist tournaments
and poker tournaments. I spent
hours in the back dingy card
room at the Post with him and
other old-timers .

Abner would be so proud of his
grandson, Commander Joseph
Keiley.

I attended the fifth annual
Wayne Selden Basketball Camp
last week at Madison Park,
which was enjoyed by 200 kids.

Wayne, a pro basketball play-
er from Mission Hill, is the main
sponsor of the event, which in-
cluded free haircuts for the kids,
with three talented barbers on
hand, as well as free shirts.

Thanks to Circle Pizza in
Brighton for sending 50 delicious
pizzas; N.E. Baptist Hospital for
donating gift cards; and to Mike's
Donuts for the tasty munchkins.
Most important, the kids were
enthralled, sharing the court and
getting guidance from Selden.

The kids were also thrilled to
meet special guest, Svi Mykhail-
iuk who was Wayne's teammate
at Kansas U. Svi was a member
of last year's Celtics champion-
ship team.

Mayor’s Cup

Continued from page 4

as follows:

* 8U singles

* 10U singles

¢ 12U doubles and singles

¢ 14U doubles and singles

¢ 18U doubles and singles

Registration is now open on
https://boston.gov/parks-sports.

The Mayor’s Cup Tennis
Tournament is presented by the
Boston Parks and Recreation De-
partment in partnership with
the Sportsmen's Tennis Club
and Tenacity. P&G Gillette is
the official sponsor of this year’s
tournament.

“Youth sports are such a mean-

Brendan Behan Pub
378A Centre Street
Jamaica Plain

ingful part of summer in Boston,”
said Parks Commissioner Ryan
Woods. “We are thrilled to host
this year’s Mayor’s Cup Tennis
Tournament and hope you will
come to cheer on the young ath-
letes at Carter Playground.”

For more information about
Boston’s parks, please visit

Think outside the big box

Boston Building Resources is a consumer co-op with kitchen cabinetry,
windows, doors, and more to suit your aesthetic and budget.

August cabinet sale: 5% off

PLUS: No sales tax when you
buy on August 10!

https://Boston.gov/parks. Stay
updated with news, events, and
design and construction work in
Boston parks by signing up for
our email list at bit.ly/Get-Parks-
Emails and following our social
channels @bostonparksdept on X,
Facebook, and Instagram.

Boston Building 100 Terrace Street, Boston, 02120

Resources —
bostonbuildingresources.com
a consumer co-op

I've known Wayne since he
was the batboy on our Mission
Hill Liquors softball team, and
he never forgot where he came
from.

Condolences to the family of
Claire King, who passed away
last month.

A studious woman who grad-
uated at the top of her 1958
Mission High class, Claire was
among seven siblings who grew
up on Calumet Street, and she
loved Mission Hill. Claire was
a gifted storyteller, and she
enjoyed telling absorbing tales
about the old days on the Hill.
Claire will be deeply missed.

Mission Hill lost one of their
oldest businesses last month
when Sofia's Alterations & Clean-
ing closed. Talented seamstress,
Sofia Marmanides, retired after
decades working at her shop at
824 Huntington Ave.

Many years ago, Sofia's hus-
band, the late Nick Marmanides,
mended shoes at Sofia's, the last

Mission Hill cobbler to ply his
trade.

I had occasionally been a cus-
tomer at Sofia's, most recently
when I brought in my 80-year-old
baseball glove for lacing.

Sofia did excellent work, and I
enjoyed chatting with such a nice
lady.

The Mission Hill Post 327
Golf Fundraiser will take place
on Saturday, Sept. 21, tee-off
at 11:30 a.m. This is a noble
event, which raises money for
our veterans and Mission Hill
institutions.

Like every year, $10,000 will
be awarded to the golfer who
scores a hole in one on the sev-
enth hole.

If you are interested in play-
ing, sponsoring a hole or donating
a gift card for our post golf raffle,
our M.H. Post Commander, Col.
George Rollins can be contacted
at 703-209-2124. Maurice can be
reached at mossymartin2@gmail.
com.

f.(
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CHILDREN’S SOCCER
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[ Volunteers needed to assure our ability A
to hold a Fall 2024! See details on our

website at https:/bit.ly/jpcsoccer

Early registration ends on August 30t 2024
Fall season runs from Weds, Sept. 11" through Sun, Nov. 101" 2024
Registration costs $25 - discounts are available.
The Fall season is 8 weeks long, every week we hold one
45 minute practice for each team, with available sessions on
Wednesdays at 4pm, Saturday at 9, 10am and Sunday at 10am.

Volunteer Activity leaders (aka “coaches”) are needed to support
every team - no experience needed! See our website for more
\ details or contact us directly at: contact@jpchildrensoccer.org y

rPara nifos 3.5-6.5. El registro en linea ya esta abierto1
en https://bit.ly/jpcsoccer

El temprano registro de la temporada regular finaliza
el 30 de Agosto de 2024

La temporada de otofio se extiende desde el Miércoles el
11 de Septiembre hasta el Domingo 10 de Noviembre 2024.
La inscripcion cuesta $25.00 — hay descuentos disponibles.

La temporada de otofio tiene una duracién de 8 semanas,
cada semana realizamos una practica de 45 minutos para cada
equipo, con sesiones disponibles los Miércoles a las 4 p.m., los

Sabados a las 9, 10 a.m., o los Domingos a las 10 a.m.

Necesitamos lideres voluntarios para apoyar a
cada equipo, jno se necesita experiencia! Visite
nuestro sitio web
para obtener mas detalles o contactenos
directamente en: contact@jpchildrensoccer.org.

.
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Crty Paws

Tips for a new dog or new to city life

By Penny & Ep CHERUBINO

When people with common in-
terests get to know one another,
it’s only natural to share tips and
ask questions about that inter-
est. So is the case with dog peo-
ple. Informal doggie play groups
and walking groups abound in
urban areas. Inquire where lo-
cals gather with their dogs and
join them. You'll make friends
and have a great source of inside
information.

Out and About

As you meet fellow dog guard-
ians, ask their opinion on local
veterinarians, groomers, walk-
ers, and other services. Beyond
those they recommend, ask about
those they don’t recommend and
why.

On congested sidewalks, pups
need observant and protective

friends. Put your pup between
two people or close to you. City
litter can be dangerous to paws.
Guide your little one around bro-
ken glass, gum, fresh tar, and
smoldering cigarette butts.

City drivers often cut corners
and run traffic lights. In our
area, it’s not if anyone will come
through the red light; it’s how
many will run the light. Stand
well back from the curb and be
sure all traffic has stopped before
stepping onto the street. And,
remember, a driver might not see
your dog if she crosses a street
ahead of you.

For years, we've used a trick
to keep our dogs from jumping
on someone or to keep them qui-
etly by our side and under close
control when we are distracted
by a phone or taking a photo.
We move our dog close to our
side, ask for a sit, let the leash
we are holding touch the ground

Thai ¢ Sushi ¢ Pick-up ¢ Deli

RESERVE
LAUGHING YOUR
SEATING
MONK NOW
CAFE FOR THE
DINING ROOM

order.laughingmonkcafe.com or call 617.232.8000

Prizes for 4 Categories:

Judges:
Matt Postal, Lilly’s Pasta

[Mission
HiLL
Y
™ HealtH
v L
g8 | MOVEMENT

FOR A HEALTHIER HILL

Best Mission Hill

Tomato Contest

Thursday, Aug. 22, 2-3 pm
Farmers Market-Brigham Circle

e Tomatoes Grown Anywhere from MHHM Seedlings:
Garden & Container

e Tomatoes Grown in Mission Hill Yards, Porches, and Gardens
Full Size & Cherry

Perry Gerald, Gary’s Too Farmstand
Lorna Grim, LaNubian Experience

Music by Tokyo Tramps
Special Guest:
BoBo, the Big BlueBird

Enter here:
www.mhhm.org

between us and the dog, and put
a foot on it.

Finally, be sure that your dog
has local identification on its
collar, microchip, and, of course,
a local license,

Beyond Basic Pet Supplies

We've always trained our
Westies to use puppy pads in-
side. We suggest everyone keep
a small supply of these pads
for emergencies. They are very
helpful any time your dog has a
GI upset. At any sign of an upset
tummy or diarrhea, we place a
few around the house to swoop in
and catch what the dog is eject-
ing. You can also take these on a
walk for easier cleanup of loose
bowel movements.

We have a red travel toiletry
bag with backup supplies of items
we always use for our dog Pop-
py. It also has her medications,
dog-specific first aid supplies like
her thermometer, pet bandages
that stick to themselves, and
curved scissors for trimming

e

To preventyour dog from jumping on people, keep her by your
side with one foot on her leash while chatting with someone.

without nicking a squirmy dog.
Suppose you live where you
have to use an elevator or several
flights of stairs to take your dog
outside. In that case, consider
having a supply of doggie diapers
or belly bands for male dogs if
your dog has a urinary infection,
GI upset, or incontinence.
Unless you have a salt-free
yard for your dog in winter, con-
sider adding boots to protect
their paws from salt and other
deicing chemicals. It may take
some time to put these on and

play with your dog to gain ac-
ceptance, so don’t wait until the
snow flies to begin this process.

Thanks to the Tipsters

We wish we could credit the
many friends and neighbors who
have provided so many of the
suggestions we share in these
columns. There have been so
many over the years that we
can’t remember who said what.
We welcome any tips and sugges-
tions readers may want to share
at the email address below.

Youth Development

Continued from page 3

awards will come with technical
assistance and capacity building
to help smaller organizations de-
velop the skills needed to grow
the program. These grantees will
also be partnered with a mentor
organization that can provide
coaching in non-profit leader-
ship.

“The Youth Development

Efew & N,

MISSION HILL MAIN STREETS

Mission Hill Main Streets
1542 Tremont Street
Boston, MA 02115

(617) 232 0182

missionhillmainstreetboston@gmail.com
https://explore.missionhillmainstreet.com

Fund and the overwhelming sup-
port I received from the Office
of Human Services were invalu-
able,” said FY ‘24 grantee, Ben-
jamin Diaz, founder of Fatherly
Justice Association. “The lessons
Ilearned over the last six months
through the Emerging Organiza-
tions Learning Community are
truly important to Fatherly Jus-
tice Association Corp and myself.
I will always value the long-last-
ing partnerships that I was able
to find with my fellow grantees.”

From all of us at MHMS
Enjoy Your Summer!

S

Corporate Buddy

Circle Members : Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, City of Boston Credit
Union, Dana Farber Cancer Center, MH Post 327, Needham Bank, New England
Baptist Hospital, Northeastern University and Wentworth Institute of Technology.

4 0 A

Larger organizations, those
with a budget greater than
$200,000 but less than $5 mil-
lion, are eligible for the Estab-
lished Organization track. This
grant opportunity is available
to medium-to-large-sized youth
development organizations with
a strong track record of engaging
young people and achieving suc-
cessful outcomes. Grants in this
category can go up to $30,000.

This year, the Youth Develop-
ment Fund grants focus on five
categories of programming that
are consistent with Mayor Wu'’s
Connect, Learn, Explore commit-
ment to providing opportunities
for youth to explore and discov-
er their passions. Organizations
that present programming in the
following areas will be priori-
tized:

* Sports, including swimming
and biking
* Gardening, urban farming, and
culinary arts
¢ Arts, including both visual and
performing arts
* Other Youth development pro-
gramming

In FY24, the YDF supported
88 grantees, including program-
ming in every neighborhood that
spanned sports, arts, academic
support, after school program-
ming, and entrepreneurship.
Collectively, the FY 2024 YDF
grantees served approximately
7,500 youth across Boston.
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BPDA Board approves White Stadium project

By MicHAEL COUGHLIN JR.

At its meeting last week, the
Boston Planning & Development
Agency (BPDA) Board approved
a project that would renovate
White Stadium through a part-
nership between Boston Unity
Soccer Partners (BUSP) and the
City of Boston.

As part of this project, BUSP
was designated to renovate
White Stadium through a re-
quest for proposals process that
began in April of last year. BUSP
was the sole respondent.

With the designation, BUSP
will not only renovate the west
grandstand, erect a new build-
ing south of the existing track to
house aspects such as food and
beverage service, and create an
open space area for community ac-
tivities called the Grove and more,
but it will also bring a professional
National Women’s Soccer League
(NWSL) team to the stadium.

In tandem with the above-
mentioned improvements from
BUSP, the city will conduct its
own renovations.

Specifically, the city will con-
struct a new east grandstand,
extend buildings to accommodate
offices and a strength and condi-
tioning center, and install a new
field surface and track, among
other improvements.

According to the city’s Chief
of Operations, Dion Irish, the
professional NWSL team would
play up to 20 games per season,
including championship games,
as part of the partnership.
Moreover, he stated that even
in weeks when an NWSL game
is scheduled, 90% of the facility’s
programmable hours would be
for community and Boston Public
Schools (BPS) programming.

“White Stadium is more
than just a facility; it’s a hub for
athletic excellence, community
gatherings, and cultural events.
Our improvements will enhance
visitor experience and preserve
the stadium’s legacy for future
generations,” said Irish.

“The concept of having a
professional sports team share
a home field with high school
student-athletes and community
members is an unprecedented
one that excites us, especially
because of how this partnership
will dramatically increase sta-
dium usage by Boston Public
School student-athletes and
members of the public,” said
BUSP’s Controlling Manager
Jennifer Epstein.

Not only was the above-
mentioned information shared
with the BPDA Board, but also
the design process. During the
project presentation, architects
reviewed the design for the ren-
ovations of the entire stadium.

In speaking about design phi-
losophy, Tamara Roy of Stantec
Architecture said, “As design-
ers, our mission is to respect
all the eras that exist in the
physical, historical, and social
context here while using forms
and materials that complement
and blend them seamlessly to-
gether and being responsive to
all of the comments that we’ve
heard in the public process.”

Moreover, Roy discussed the
evolution of the design concept,
which was previously asymmet-
rical due to differing program
goals in the East and West.

Aft erdiscussions with enti-
ties like the BPDA and architects
who crafted the Franklin Park
Action Plan, the design is more
unified in that BPS programs are
distributed more evenly, massing
has been consolidated, and more.

Roy detailed design refine-
ments as the presentation pro-
gressed and discussed some de-
sign nods to Frederick Law Ol-
msted — the man who designed
Franklin Park — such as the
facility canopies being inspired
by his overlook building.

Later, Chris Bridle of Stan-
tec Architecture highlighted the
project’s landscaping elements.
He discussed trees at the site and
plans for new plantings, removal
of trees in poor health, stormwa-
ter management, grading, and
more.

Bridle also provided trans-
portation information on typical
days and days when the NWSL
team has a game.

“On a typical day, a new hi-
erarchy of paths as recommend-
ed in the action plan [Franklin
Park Action Plan] will promote
pedestrians, bikes, and public
transportation,” said Bridle.

“This will be achieved in coor-
dination with Boston Parks and
BPS by reintroducing improved
primary pedestrian [and] bike
routes... a secondary path sys-
tem... and a tertiary path sys-
tem.”

During game days, the sta-
dium will be accessible through
public transportation, shuttle
service, ride-sharing, biking,
and walking. Bridle also noted
that the transportation plan will
continue to be refined.

Also, the Boston Transpor-
tation Department will create
a neighborhood-specific game
day parking program for resi-
dents and visitors. Essentially,
residents in the “White Stadium
walk area” and their guests can
park in areas where parking is
not allowed on game day.

However, it should be not-
ed that last week’s presentation
stated that people can get one
resident sticker per vehicle reg-
istered to an address in the walk
area and one visitor pass per
residential unit.

Other aspects of the project to
note are the creation of a BUSP
annual $500,000 community
fund that could go toward in-
vestments in Franklin Park, lo-
cal youth sports, and more; also,
the new and improved White
Stadium will be one of the first
net-zero carbon stadiums in the
country.

After the presentation, the
floor was given to elected officials
who commented on the project.

State Representative Saman-
tha Montafo voiced her support
for the project and called it trans-
formative, praising city staff for
working with the community to
make the revitalization of White
Stadium a reality.

At-Large City Councilor Hen-
ry Santana also supported the
project, calling it a transforma-
tive investment in youth. How-
ever, he stressed the need for a
“comprehensive” and “proactive”
community process, citing letters
of opposition and concerns from
constituents.

“It is crucial that we ensure
all voices are heard and that we
work together to address any
issues or questions that arise,”
he said.

“This project has the potential
to positively impact our youth
and our community, but it is
essential that we proceed with
transparency and active engage-
ment from all stakeholders.”

City Councilor Ben Weber
urged the BPDA Board to ap-
prove the project in a statement
detailing his pride in supporting
the investment and addressing
constituent concerns.

Weber spoke about a lack of
trust in the fact that some folks
do not believe the field will be
as accessible for the community
and BPS as proponents say and
concerns that a public asset was
being turned over to a private
entity.

“There is nothing I have seen
or heard, however, that supports
these claims. Indeed, Superior

Court Judge Sarah Ellis found
that this claim in particular or
claims like this were not sub-
stantiated when she denied a re-
quest for a temporary restraining
order,” said Weber.

“In rejecting the claim that
the terms of the project would
hand over exclusive full-time use
of the west grandstand to the
soccer team, Judge Ellis wrote
that this claim was refuted by
the terms of the proposed lease
agreement between the city and
Boston Unity. I find the judges
weighing of the facts and the law
to be persuasive.”

While the abovementioned
elected officials expressed sup-
port, At-Large City Councilor
Erin Murphy opposed the proj-
ect, citing hearing “a lot of oppo-
sition.”

Murphy indicated that she
has heard from constituents who
feel their voices are not being
heard and that the process has
been rushed. She thought that
public funding could be found
and used instead of including a
private entity in BUSP.

Before the project went to
a vote, BPDA Board Members
made several comments. For
example, BPDA Board Member
Kate Bennett echoed Santana’s
remarks and stressed the need
for continued community engage-
ment.

In response, Diana Fernandez
Bibeau, Deputy Chief of Urban
Design at the BPDA, indicated
that there is a commitment to
ongoing dialogue. Epstein men-
tioned that a Neighborhood Ad-
visory Council will be created
comprised of elected officials and
residents to keep lines of commu-
nication open.

Further, the Board’s Chair,
Priscilla Rojas, reviewed sever-
al concerns she had heard from
residents and asked the project
team for answers.

For example, a comment al-
luded to the idea that White
Stadium, a public asset, is being
transferred to a private company
that would control it. However,
Fernandez Bibeau noted that the

city would retain ownership.

Sammy Nabulsi, the city’s le-
gal counsel for the project, con-
firmed that the city would own
the parcel and stadium and indi-
cated that the NWSL team would
use amenities such as the field
through a licensing arrangement
rather than a lease.

Another concern was that this
process should not proceed with
ongoing litigation, referring to
a lawsuit filed by the Emerald
Necklace Conservancy and oth-
er individuals to challenge the
project.

However, Nabulsi indicated
that in response to a request for
a preliminary injunction, the Su-
perior Court issued a decision in
March that the plaintiffs “Were
unlikely to succeed on the mer-
its of any of their claims in this
litigation.”

He also stated, “In denying
that preliminary injunction, the
judge essentially carved out a
path for the city to continue per-
mitting, to continue entering into
any contracts that it needs to
pursue the project, and to move
forward with the very public pro-
cess that both the city and the
soccer team have been on,” before
mentioning the hope is for the
case to be done with no later than
the Spring.

Other concerns addressed
during the meeting included
BPS’ future use of the field, trust,
plans if the project exceeds bud-
get, and more.

After the project team ad-
dressed the abovementioned con-
cerns, the proposal was put to a
vote and unanimously approved
by the BPDA Board.

To view a recording of the
White Stadium presentation and
the decision, visit https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=8klv5uLx-
FiQ and skip to 38:36.

It should also be noted that
Weber and Murphy’s testimony
were taken out of order before
the abovementioned discussion.
To view their testimony, skip to

M kes

Try our soups and sandwiches along
with the best coffee and donuts in town!

DONUTS

1524 Tremont St. (across from Mission Church)

18:38.

Now serving
gourmet
dark roast coffee
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ANNUAL FAMILY FUN DAY IN MISSION HILL

T

3| Protos BY DErek KouvyoumJiaN  a Summer celebration of the Mis-

sion Main community where de-

The 14th annual Family Fun licious barbecue, engaging activ-
Day was held by the Mission ities, entertainment, and family
Main Tenant Task Force. It was fun were had by all.

Dance troop Estrellas Tropicales performs.

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu listens to Mission Hill resident
Kimberly Edler.

Gazette Pet of the Week

by Sarah Carroll

ROCKY

Rocky is a very sweet
boy who loves his people
(but not other dogs).
He enjoys his walks, is
potty trained, and crate
trained. (Note: Rocky
does shed). He is about
1 year old and 32 Ibs.

“Gazette Pet of the Week” is sponsored by

Sarah Carroll, REALTOR®

The Residential Group at William Raveis Real Estate
16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116

781-820-0280 or sarah@residentialgroup.com

BUDDY DOG HUMANE SOCIETY, INC. WILLIAM T[ [E RESIDENT]AL
www.buddydoghs.org RAVEIS

GROUP

S i
et 1

residents at Mission Main.

Mission Main residents enjoy Family Fun Da

Gift wrapped raffle prizes await to go to lucky

Janeliz and Sahil are friends emitting their neigborhood’s
celebration.

S8

Jessie Matez with Earm)' and Ari.jpg
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Residents enjoyed the many recreational activities offered at Family Fun Day.

2 2o -2

Family Fun Day was a celebration of the community.

Dance troop Estrellas Tropicales performs.

—

i

|

Mission Main residents line up for a fantastic Summer BBQ. The Mission Main Tenant Task Force celebrates a vibrant community.
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ANNUAL FAMILY FUN DAYIN MISSION HILL

Wlnn Companies CEO Gllbert W/nn Boston City Councilor Sharon Durkan
President of Mission Main Tenant Task Force Willie Pearl, Administrator of
the Boston Housing Authority Kenzie Bok, volunteer Harry Smith, and Mayor
Michelle Wu.

Cxend, youn (Buwwmnmdu
wdh()nhm{\

Clients and Customers
are just a click away!

$3002° per month | h AN
per Site President of Mission Main Tenant Task Force Willie Pearl and
Administrator of the Boston Housing Authority Kenzie Bok.

THE

INDEPENDENT

NEWSPAPERS

REVEREJOURNAL.COM *¢WINTHROPTRANSCRIPT.COM
LYNNJOURNAL.COM ¢ EVERETTINDEPENDENT.COM
EASTIETIMES.COM ¢ CHELSEARECORD.COM
CHARLESTOWNBRIDGE.COM ¢ BEACONHILLTIMES.COM
NORTHENDREGIONALREVIEW.COM ¢ THEBOSTONSUN.COM
JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM ¢ MISSIONHILLGAZETTE.COM

Combo Rates available!
Buy any 3 sites, get 4* FREE

Call 781-485-0588 to get started!

Mayor’s Office Photos by Jeremiah Robinson
Shown above, and left, Mayor

Michelle Wu mingling with
residents during the Family
Fun Day.
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By Penny & Ep CHERUBINO

One smart strategy for sum-
mer meals is to always have
a hardy, filling salad ready in
the refrigerator. These salads,
packed with nutrients and ac-
companied by a side of protein,
offer a practical and healthy
meal option. Theyre a great
way to achieve the goals of “five
servings of vegetables and fruit
a day” and “eating the rainbow.”

A few of our favorite stand-by
salads are tabouli, greek salad,
Israeli salad, carrot salad, corn
salad, and an Italian salad mix
that we can add to lettuce when
we serve it. This summer, we’re
adding a twist with more bean
salads and a few that add fruit
to the mix.

Mediterranean and Middle
Eastern

Look for inspiration along the
shores of the Mediterranean Sea.
This region’s diet is acclaimed for
its healthy use of vegetables as
the meal’s centerpiece. Many of
the offerings in the traditional
mezze platter of dips and salads
are sold pre-made in supermar-
kets, as take-out, or at Farmers’
Markets. Obviously, these are all
fine when made ahead.

Most are relatively easy to

Stand-By Salads

make at home and personalize
for your tastes. Tabouli recipes
typically have parsley, tomato,
bulgur, onion, olive oil, lemon
juice, and salt as the main in-
gredients. However, as you move
from one culture to another
where this salad is a mainstay,
you find variations. Pomegran-
ate seeds are substituted for the
tomato, or the ratio of grain to
parsley is changed.

Moreover, using tabouli as a
grain and herb salad allows cre-
ative cooks to experiment. Other
grains are substituted for the
bulgar, and peppers, cucumbers,
and other vegetables are added.
Our version adds chickpeas to
the mix, which, when working
with the grain, makes a complete
protein when we have it stuffed
in a pita or scooped up with let-
tuce leaves as a lighter meal.

The same is true for ver-
sions of the chopped salad often
called Israeli salad but served
throughout the region under oth-
er names. It contains tomato, on-
ion, and cucumber and can also
include pepper, carrot, scallion,
and herbs dressed with lemon
juice and olive oil. We find this
is better when the ingredients
have been together long enough
for their flavors to merge.

From Near and Far

We don’t use mayonnaise, so
our potato salad and coleslaw
recipes are made with oil and
vinegar. This makes for a lighter
and longer-lasting salad. We also
use recipes for these “all-Amer-
ican favorites” from other cul-
tures.

We love German potato salad,
salad nicoise, and Asian cole-
slaw. Cabbage is easy to have on
hand, and coleslaw can be a side
dish or a sandwich topping and
can take on dozens of profiles.
Our favorite one has scallions,
grated carrots, fennel, and a
sprinkle of mustard seeds added
to its apple cider vinaigrette.

Classic French grated carrot
salad is wonderful with its stan-
dard mustardy dressing. How-
ever, we make versions with a
tad more honey and some raisins
added. Recently, we had a con-
tainer of muhmmara, the Middle
Eastern red pepper and walnut
dip on hand when making carrot
salad and decided to mix that in
to change the flavor profile. It
was a smoky, spicy success.

Think about coming home on
a hot summer day to a bowl of
something cool and refreshing
waiting to fill your dinner plate.

Wu announces 30+ public art initiatives to Reimagine
Boston’s monuments with city’s artists and cultural leaders

SPecIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Mayor Michelle Wu and the
Mayor’s Office of Arts & Culture
(MOAC) have announced the
selected artists and public art
projects for year one of the City’s
“Un-monument | Re-monument
| De-monument: Transforming
Boston” program. With this fund-
ing, artists and local arts organi-
zations will spark conversations
about monuments through tem-
porary public art installations,
free public events, and interac-
tive arts experiences.

This initiative is supported by
a $3 million grant—the largest
investment into public art pro-
gramming in Boston—as part of
the Mellon Foundation’s Mon-
uments Project. The program
aims to transform the nation’s
commemorative landscape to en-
sure collective histories are more
completely and accurately repre-
sented. Boston is one of nine U.S.

cities to receive a grant. The City
of Boston Mayor’s Office of Arts
and Culture will invite artists to
submit proposals for year two of
the grant in November 2024.
“Public art can help challenge,
reflect, and celebrate our commu-
nities, and I am so thrilled to see
the work of our grant recipients
across our neighborhoods,” said
Mayor Michelle Wu. “This invest-
ment in public art programs is
groundbreaking and will support
our efforts to highlight the many
cultures, talents, and histories of
our residents. It is an honor to
see this innovation through art.”
The City’s Un-monument
program adopts a multifaceted
approach to the discourse on
monuments through temporary
monuments, education, engage-
ment, and public conversations.
By providing various pathways
of participation to artists, cul-
tural organizations, and commu-
nity members through a diverse

range of projects and engage-
ments, the City expands the role
of the public in shaping Boston’s
future monuments to sustain a
cultural ecosystem for years to
come.

In addition to the artists re-
ceiving grant funding, MOAC is
inviting Joshua Bennett, Ima-
ni Perry, Kerri Greenidge, and
other leading figures to speak
at a series of public conversa-
tions at The Embrace with the
Hutchins Center of African &
African American Research.

“These selected public art
projects celebrate diverse voices
and perspectives, uplift democ-
racy and justice, and uncover the
city’s rich history while examin-
ing the complexity of American
stories,” said Kara Elliott-Orte-
ga, Chief of Arts & Culture for
the City of Boston. “Emphasizing
creativity and experimentation,

Continued on page 12
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Here are four favorite “stand-by salads:” potato and egg,
chickpea, tabouli, and classic French grated carrot salad.

Just add some protein from your
freezer or left from another meal.
Or, you could always pick up a bit
of fish or a take-out kabob on the
way home.

Do you have a question or
topic for Fresh & Local? Email
Penny@BostonZest.com with
your suggestion.

August 3

Brahms &
Dvorak

7 PM

August 14

Mozart &
More

7 PM

August 10

An Evening of
Summer Music

7 PM

August 21

Sheherazade &
Borodin

7PM

DCR HATCH SHELL
LANDMARKSORCHESTRA.ORG
@LandmarksOrch
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BELANOFF HARMON
ON DEAN'S LIST AT
CLARK UNIVERSITY

Eve Belanoff Harmon, of Mission
Hill, was named to second honors

L.ocAL STUDENT EARNS AcADEMIC HONORS

on the Clark University Dean's
List. This selection marks out-
standing academic achievement
during the Spring 2024 semester.
Students must have a GPA of
3.8 or above for first honors or a

GPA between 3.50 and 3.79 for
second honors.

Founded in 1887, Clark Univer-
sity is a liberal arts-based re-
search university that prepares
its students to meet tomorrow's

most daunting challenges and
embrace its greatest opportuni-
ties. Through 33 undergraduate
majors, more than 30 advanced
degree programs, and national-
ly recognized community part-

nerships, Clark fuses rigorous
scholarship with authentic world
and workplace experiences that
empower our students to pursue
lives and careers of meaning and
consequence.

Un-Monument
Continued from page 11

this initiative features deep col-
laborations across Boston and be-
yond with artists, advisory com-
mittees, cultural organizations,
and educational institutions.”
Through temporary public
art installations that expand the
traditional monument form, the
Un-monument initiative aims to
help residents reflect on and en-
gage with monuments in Boston
and the narratives they create.
For 2024, artist-led temporary
monuments were commissioned
by an open call led by MOAC as
well as through commissions by
five curatorial partners. Artists
and other community members
were able to apply to participate
in an an augmented reality artist
workshop, as well as an advi-
sory team to provide communi-
ty-thought partnership and offer
feedback, connections, and rec-
ommendations for the duration
of the Un-monument program
, including on speakers invited
to speak at The Embrace for a
public conversation series.
"Un-monument builds on
nearly a decade of the Boston
community’s collective work,"
said Director of Public Art for
the City of Boston Karin Good-
fellow, who is leading Un-mon-
ument. “I'm excited to continue
this work with artists, cultural
leaders, and residents across the
city to explore how new works of
art can reframe our experience of
monuments and better connect
our histories to the present."
Additionally, MOAC is broad-
ening its impact through partner-
ships with the Boston Art Review
and the Massachusetts College
of Art and Design (MassArt). By
fostering and supporting a new
generation of art makers rooted
in the city’s cultural landscape,
MOAC redefines monuments as
more than just objects to encom-
pass the larger dialogue around
monuments as it pertains to sig-
nage and written language. The
Boston Art Review will expand
upon the work in Un-monument
through research, writing, and
publishing about monuments

in Boston. MassArt will create
educational and interpretive ma-
terials, signage, and an online
educational component.

TEMPORARY PUBLIC ART
MONUMENTS

As part of the Un-monument
program, new public art instal-
lations across the city will en-
compass temporary sculptural
installations, murals, new media
and augmented reality, theater,
and socially and community-en-
gaged practices. These projects
include a commemoration of the
weekly toll of gun violence in the
U.S., an immersive sculptural
installation of a large Mayan
pyramid highlighting the resil-
ience of immigrant communi-
ties in Massachusetts, and live
painting by local graffiti-artists
alongside community dance and
music events across the city.

Selected Projects:

* “Spray It Loud, Display
It Proud” Series: Monumental
Manifestations of Community in
the Medium of Graffiti by A Trike
Called Funk with local graffiti
artists

¢ Kinfolk Monuments Project
by Kinfolk, led by Idris Brewster

* Future Monument to the
Trees of the Public Garden by
Katherine Farrington

* Generation Peace Poles by
Ruth Henry

* We Were Here Too by Ro-
berto Mighty

¢ Going to Ground by LaRissa
Rogers and Zalika Azim

* The Gun Violence Memorial
Project by Hank Willis Thomas
and MASSDesign Group

* Boston Chinatown: Stories
on The Streets by Alison Yuem-
ing Qu and The Lot Next Door by
Jaronzie Harris

“Stone and bronze have been
used for centuries to show what’s
important and who matters.
Thankfully, those kinds of mon-
uments are increasingly being
erected to people whose accom-
plishments have been left out
of our shared origin story. New
media presents artists and com-
missioning bodies with exciting
ways of creating monuments that
are at once site-specific, instantly
available worldwide, and finan-

cially within reach,” said artist
Roberto Mighty.

RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT GRANTS

Eight additional artists were
selected to receive grants to sup-
port research and development
for future projects. These proj-
ects include a proposal honoring
and uplifting the legacy of Ella
Little Collins, Malcolm X’s older
sister; an interactive memorial
that encourages personal and
collective reflection on the Viet-
namese diaspora experience; and
a series of public interventions
aiming to uplift the story of Cris-
pus Attucks and the Boston Mas-
sacre.

* 1975: A Vietnamese Diaspo-
ra Memorial by Ngoc-Tran Vu

¢ Crispus in July: Requiem for
a Revolutionary... aka A Series of
Interventions and Meditations
in Public Space to Contemplate
Freedom Trails and Trials and
Politicized Deaths of Coloured
Citizens of the World, but in
Particular, and Very Expressly,
Those of the United States of
America by lauren woods

* On The Prowl by Rixy

* Project inspired by A Peo-
ple's Monument by Cedric Doug-
las

* Project inspired by Roxbury
Love by Ricardo Gomez

* Recognize Ella (Working
Title) by Fatima Seck

¢ title in progress immigrant's
monument by Tania Bruguera

* "ELEVAR LA CULTURA"
by Victor Quifionez

CURATORIAL PARTNERS

In addition to artist-led proj-
ects, MOAC is funding commis-
sions led by five curatorial part-
ner organizations with the in-
tention of creating opportunities
for more perspectives to join the
conversation about what monu-
ments could be in Boston. Com-
missioning local organizations to
expand upon the Un-monument
program supports Boston’s cre-
ative ecosystem and allows for
participation in this dialogue at
multiple levels.

“No action is more urgently
needed than rediscovering how
to love ourselves and thus can-
cel violence in our communities.
Artists help us visualize ways of
doing that through creativity. We

discover ourselves as we create
ourselves through music, spoken
words, and visual exuberance.
Just such rediscovery is the goal
of Cancel Violence,” said Barry
Gaither, Director and Curator
of the Museum of the National
Center of Afro-American Artists.

The 5 curatorial partner or-
ganizations are:

* Emerson Contemporary,
co-curated by Leonie Bradbury
and Shana Garr

* Regarding Monuments: Vi-
sualizing Hidden Histories

¢ off the pedestal by Laura
Anderson Barbata, New Red Or-
der (NRO), Paula J. Wilson

* T have asked myself: "Can a
sentence be haunted? And if so,
by what?" by Kameelah Janan
Rasheed,

¢ THIS IS AMERICA by Louis
Cameron

¢ Transforming Boston: Hid-
den in Plain Sight with Sue
Murad, Clareese Hill, and Elisa
Hamilton

* North American Indian
Center of Boston, co-curated by
Janelle Pocowatchit and Jean-
Luc Pierite

* Mother Earth Back: Land-
scapes of the Southwest by Ger-
aldine Barney

* Portals: Mending in the
Multiverse by Mea Johnson

¢ IndigiMarket: Indigenous
Artist Exposition curated by
Mea Johnson, Gloria Colon, and
Janelle Pocowatchit

* Boston Indigenous Public
Space Initiative, Meet and Greet
on Cultural Use, curated by Rob-
ert Peters

¢ Boston Public Art Triennial,
curated by Jasper Sanchez with
Kate Gilbert

¢ TORII by Matthew Okazaki

* The Resurrection of Mark,
Phillis, & Phebe by Ifé Franklin

* Gulf Stream by Hugh
Hayden

* Pao Arts Center, curated by
Lani Asuncién

* Imagine Safety by Joanna
Tam

* Abundance Among Us
- Dragon & Friends by Maria
Fong, Sheila Novak, Wen-hao
Tien

* Ping Pong Tables of China-
town: A Celebration of Diversity
and Nature by Jennifer Duan,
Stephanie Li, Kathlyn Lipton

* The Thousand Bloom — A
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Chrysanthemum Grows in Chi-
natown by Anita Yip

* Healing Tofu Tricycle Per-
formance & Workshops by Ying
e

* National Center of Af-
ro-American Artists, curated by
Barry Gaither

* Cancel Violence: Artists
Speak by Paul Goodnight, Robert
“ProBlak” Gibbs, Robert Stull,
L’Merchie Frazier, Laurence
Pierce, Shea Justice, Hakim Ra-
quib, and Johnetta Tinker.

FREE PUBLIC
PROGRAMMING

Working with The Hutchins
Center for African & African
American Research at Harvard
University, the Friends of the
Public Garden, and Embrace
Boston, the Mayor’s Office of Arts
and Culture will host a series
of public conversations at The
Embrace about democracy and
justice, inviting people to think
about interconnections between
monuments, public memory, and
daily lives.

“Monuments aspire to tell our
stories of shared peoplehood, pay
homage to our losses, and reflect
society’s highest aspirations back
to us,” said Dr. Brandon Terry,
the John L. Loeb Associate Pro-
fessor of the Social Sciences and
curator of public conversations
at The Embrace. “The hope is to
remind people that memorializa-
tion is just the beginning of an
ongoing conversation about what
matters that we must all take
part in if our fragile democratic
experiment is going to reflect our
most significant concerns.”

Public programming will kick
off with:

¢ July 31 at 5:30 p.m.: Poetry,
Public Art, and the Politics of
Memory

* Speakers: Professor Josh-
ua Bennett and Professor Imani
Perry

* August 21 at 5:30 p.m.,
Ideas of America/New England

* Speaker: Kerri Greenidge

* September 25 at 5:30 p.m.
* Topic and speakers TBA

To learn more about Un-mon-
ument and the grantees, visit
boston.gov/un-monument.
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EDITORIAL

A real-life Twister struck
Revere 10 years ago this week

It was 10 years ago this week on Monday morning, July 28, that the neighboring community
of Revere made national news when a tornado touched down at Mill Creek at the Chelsea
line and tracked up Broadway to Brown Circle, leaving a trail of destruction in its wake that
can only be described as something that one might see in a war zone.

When area residents awoke Monday and set out on their business for the day, there was
no sign or warning of what Mother Nature would have in store for them at 9:34 that morning.
But in the course of approximately five terrifying minutes, an F2 tornado -- in all its fury and
unpredictability -- swept down Broadway and adjacent streets, causing tremendous damage
to businesses, buildings, and homes.

An excerpt from the front page story of our sister newspaper, the Revere Journal, described
the scene in the immediate aftermath this way:

“The sound of a freight train resounded outside the windows of Broadway businesses
and homes in the immediate surrounding neighborhoods, a telltale sign of a tornado. Heavy
things that aren’t supposed to fly around like plastic bags were swirling; the opposite side of
Broadway was invisible from one side to the other. The lights went out. The winds howled.
Dumpsters were moved several yards. The skating rink roof was ripped off and deposited on
Taft Street. City Hall windows on the south side were blown out like bombs had burst -- even
computer screens and interior windows burst under the pressure of winds that tossed roofs
like Frisbees and tore down granite blocks from the chimneys....Many people, who had no
warning of the approaching storm, were outside or driving. They were blown in the winds,
emerging from the whirlwind terrified and shaking, hardly able to relay to the Journal what
had just happened to them. Just minutes after the storm passed, people who had been outside
got up from where they were or emerged from their cars in a zombie-like daze.”

Revere’s public safety personnel were on the scene within minutes of the tornado’s strike,
doing everything they could to restore calm and order and to assist residents, almost all of
whom had never witnessed a tornado in their lifetimes and who were in a shell-shocked state.
In addition, the outpouring of assistance from Revere’s neighboring communities and their
public safety personnel in the aftermath of the tornado was heartwarming.

The workers of the city’s Department of Public Works labored around the clock to clean
the debris that resulted from the tornado and quickly restored a sense of normalcy to neigh-
borhoods that were strewn with wires, trees, branches, and metal objects.

For those who were in the path of the F2 tornado, it is something that they will never for-
get. Miraculously, despite the immense destruction caused by the twister, which lifted roofs
off buildings, uprooted large trees, and tossed cars around like Lego toys, nobody was killed
and there were no serious injuries.

The Revere Tornado of 2014 now is a chapter in the history of our area. It will stand alone
as an incredible weather event, a reminder of the havoc that Mother Nature can wreak in
literally just a few minutes, the likes of which we hope we will never witness again.

Congratulations, Mayor Wu

We would like to offer our congratulations and best wishes to Boston Mayor Michelle Wu,
who recently announced that she is expecting her third child in January.

Mayor Wu has told the press that she does not plan on taking maternity leave and fully
intends to seek re-election next year.

We have no doubt that the mayor’s husband, Conor Pewarski, will play a huge role on the
homefront, given the incredible demands of the office of mayor.

We wish the mayor and her family all the best in the coming months and we look forward
to greeting Boston City Hall’s first-ever First Baby!

PLEASE WRITE...

The Gazette welcomes letters to the editor. Word limit: 500. Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m. one
week before publication. Letters may be emailed to letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com.
Please include address and telephone number for verification purposes.
Anonymous letters will not be published.

More information: 617-524-7662

Or-ED
On our State Budget

By Maura HEALEY

I signed a groundbreaking
new budget for our state.

This budget delivers on our
shared priorities. It drives our
state forward with urgency and
purpose.

Massachusetts is the best
place in the world to live, work,
raise a family, and grow a busi-
ness. But we face challenges, so
we aren’t resting. We’re going on
offense.

We're investing in the areas
where we're already leading. But
we’re not just pushing forward on
our #1 ranked schools and our
nation-leading childcare policy.
We're also tackling our biggest
challenges by lowering more
household costs and improving
transportation.

And we're doing all of this
responsibly — staying within our
means and focusing every tax-
payer dollar on making life better
for everyone who lives and works
in our state.

So why is this budget going to
make such a big difference? Let
me give some examples.

We're making strides on edu-
cation.

This budget funds Litera-
cy Launch, our plan to provide
high-quality, evidence-based
reading instruction to every stu-
dent from age 3 to grade 3.

We're fully funding the Stu-

dent Opportunity Act, continuing
to provide free breakfast and
lunch for every public school
student in the state, and fully
phasing in the tax cuts we passed
last year — which for families
now means the most generous,
universal child and dependent
tax credit in the nation, at $440
per child.

We're funding a historic ex-
pansion of college access in our
state. Building on the success
of MassReconnect, which elim-
inated tuition and fees for stu-
dents over 25, we're establishing
MassEducate.

Massachusetts will now have
the most comprehensive free
Community College program in
the United States.

We’ll save money for students
and families. We'll open the
doors of higher education and
career opportunity. And at a time
when community colleges are
critical partners on workforce
training, it will help us build
the workforce we need in climate
technology, healthcare, advanced
manufacturing, and more.

This budget also levels up
our work to make transportation
both more reliable and more af-
fordable in our state.

It doubles our operating sup-
port for the MBTA, and funds
the T’s reduced fare program
for low-income riders. It funds

Continued on page I5

The opinions expressed on these pages are not necessarily those of this newspaper.

Patricia DeOliveira
Advertising Manager

617-524-2626

Mission Hill
GAZETTE

Circulation 7,000

Published 12 times a year in Mission Hill by Independent Newspaper Group

Patricia@jamaicaplaingazette.com

Sandra Storey
Founder/Publisher Emerita 1993-2011

OINDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER (GROUP

Stephen Quigley, President  stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com
Debra DiGregorio, Director of Marketing — ads@jamaicaplaingazette.com

The Mission Hill Gazette is delivered free businesses and organizations in the neighborhood 12 times

ayear on Friday and Saturday. It is free in stores.

Independent Newspaper Group will not assume financial responsibility for typographical errors in

advertisements. Questions or complaints regarding advertising must be sent in writing to the billing de-

partment within seven days of publication in order for adjustments to be made to the account. We reserve

the right to use our discretion in accepting or rejecting advertising copy.
Telephone: (617) 524-2626 « Fax: (617) 524-3921
7 Harris Avenue, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
JamaicaPlainGazette.com




By RenaTo CASTELO

How would you spend $2
million of the city’s money to
benefit your community? That’s
the question we’re asking Boston
residents as the City heads into
its first-ever city-wide Participa-
tory Budgeting process this July.

But first, what is Participato-
ry Budgeting?

When Mayor Michelle Wu
announced the Office of Partic-
ipatory Budgeting in late 2022,
she called it an opportunity for
“direct civic engagement to shape
our budget.” The office was creat-
ed following a ballot initiative to
provide a new way for residents’
voices and ideas to be represent-
ed.

Originally developed in Porto
Alegre, Brazil in 1989, Partici-
patory Budgeting is a civic en-
gagement process that empowers
community members to decide
how to spend part of a city’s
budget. The Brazilians’ idea was
to “Democratize democracy” by
bringing more equitable partic-
ipation in public spending, par-
ticularly for marginalized com-
munities.

This comes at a critical time
when record numbers of people
nationwide report feeling dis-
trust toward the government. Ac-
cording to the Harvard Kennedy
School’s 2024 Youth Poll, trust
in major public institutions has
fallen by up to 50 percent over
the past decade.

Participatory Budgeting can
provide an opportunity to combat
this mistrust as residents come
together and connect with local
government in a meaningful way.

Or-ED
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How would you spend the city’s money?

Since its development, Participa-
tory Budgeting has been adopted
by more than 1,500 cities world-
wide, including by our neighbors
in Somerville and Cambridge.

Now in its tenth year of Par-
ticipatory Budgeting, Cambridge
residents recently voted to fund
projects ranging from free men-
strual care dispensers, to smart
recycling compactors, to public
toilet upgrades.

While these are not the mas-
sive government programs we
are used to, they are practical
ideas that come from the com-
munity and benefit people at a
grassroots level.

The idea submission deadline
has been extended to August
15. Scan here to visit the City
of Boston’s website to elarn
more and submit your ideas.

I'was honored to be named the
first director of the Office of Par-
ticipatory Budgeting for Boston
by Mayor Wu, and look forward
to administering our first $2 mil-
lion process in concert with our
External Oversight Board. Our
mission is to help create accessi-
ble spaces for civic engagement,
collect ideas, and ultimately put
these ideas in action.

As a native of Ecuador who

made Boston my home sever-
al years ago, I understand the
challenges many immigrants
and newcomers face in accessing
government due to mistrust in
public institutions, civic apathy,
and language and cultural bar-
riers. That’s why we are ensur-
ing this engagement is done in
partnership with local commu-
nity groups and is multilingual
and accessible to people from all
walks of life.

Boston’s ‘Youth Lead the
Change’ initiative has run a
youth Participatory Budgeting
process since 2014, Building on
that, we will also include the
opportunities for youth to par-
ticipate in the citywide process,
which can plant the seeds for
lifelong civic engagement.

July is Idea Collection Month

This July, the City will co-
host a series of public forums
in collaboration with non-prof-
it partner organizations where
people can propose and discuss
their project ideas. Residents can
also engage via an online portal,
phone line, and via Participato-
ry Budgeting corners at Boston
Public Library locations.

Eligible ideas could include
funding for programs to strength-
en mental health among Boston
youth, digital literacy classes for
older adults, or workforce train-
ing for those reentering society
after incarceration. Infrastruc-
ture projects are also eligible,
such as expanding the City’s free
Wi-Fi networks or enhancing
public art and green spaces.

Our office will work with res-
idents to develop the top ideas
into a 15-proposal ballot, and in
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Continued from page 15

fare-free bus service at our 15
statewide Regional Transit Au-
thorities.

We're using $250 million of
Fair Share funding to leverage
$1 billion of investment capacity
for transportation infrastructure
— including roads, bridges, and
rails. That could mean as much
as $300 million, right away, for
the MBTA Rail Enhancement
Program that will accelerate our
progress eliminating slow zones.

We're doubling down on our
commitment to lead on climate.
Last year we made history by
investing a full 1% of our state’s

budget into Energy and Environ-
ment. This year, we're doing that
again.

Our communities are deeply
impacted by climate change al-
ready. We saw it in the floods
last summer — and this month.
So many communities dealt with
serious damage. So this budget
establishes the permanent Di-
saster Relief Fund.

These investments make us
more competitive for employers
to stay and grow here. They
make it easier for people to afford
to live and work here. And we
have so much more coming.

Today’s budget was possible
due to our incredible partnership
with the Speaker, Senate Presi-
dent, and the work of the entire
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legislature.

And we're going to get so
much more done together. Right
now, the Legislature is working
hard to complete more major
bills, including on housing costs
and economic development.

I know we are going to con-
tinue the incredible progress we
are making. And we’re going to
do it in the way we know how — by
coming together and delivering.

In a country that is so divided,
that sense of partnership is what
makes us so special. It makes us
Massachusetts.

Maura Healey is the Governor
of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts.

January of 2025, we will open up
the process for voting and in the
spring we’ll begin implementa-
tion of the winning proposals.
As we embark upon our inau-
gural year of Participatory Bud-
geting in Boston, I invite you
to join us this July. Visit www.
Boston.gov/participate to share
your project ideas online or find
an Idea Collection Workshops
nearby. Participants may also
call the PB Phone Line at (617)
635-3059 or visit a PB corner at

your local Boston Public Library
branch.

We look forward to putting
your ideas in action and helping
inform our City’s future budget
investments.

Renato Castelo is director of
the Office of Participatory Bud-
geting in Boston. He holds a Mas-
ters in Education Policy from
Harvard University and nearly
15 years of civic engagement ex-
perience.

HOME SERVICE GUIDE

No job too small

(617) 361-6532

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

Member Better Business Bureau

Free estimates

Licensed & Insured
Mass lic # 9290

HANDYMAN

,T and P Handyman Service

Carpentry, Masonry, Fences, Painting & 0dd Jobs
No job too small! Years of experience!!
] 617-279-9815

CLASSIFIEDS

dassifieds@JamaicaPlainGazette.com
617-524-2626

SERVICES

David at kNurd on Kall

: com can help with PC computers, networks,

audio/video/multimedia, phone solutions. $Reasonable$. House calls.

617-676-5676.

CLASSIFIED INFO
Rate: $14 buys 10 words, including
a bold heading: 25 cents for each
additional word. Deadline: 3 PM
on the Monday before publication
date. Fax your ad to 617-524-3921
or mail it to Gazette Publications,
Inc., PO. Box 301119, JP, MA
02130. Or e-mail it to classifieds@
JamaicaPlainGazette.com. For
more info. call 617-524-2626.
Press 5, then press 3.

The Gazette accepts
all major credit cards.

JOHN J. RECCA

PAINTING

Commercial/Residential
Interior/Exterior
Fully Insured
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

81 241-2454 |

reccapainting
@hotmail.com
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Boston Public Market awards local women-owned businesses opportunity to join The Market rent-free

SPecIAL TO THE GAZETTE

The Boston Public Market has
announced the winners of their
second annual Entrepreneurship
Forum Incubator Competition,
powered by Citizens. Upon com-
pletion of the six-seminar series,
and small business pitch con-
test, three local women-owned
businesses, were awarded the
opportunity to join the market
rent-free for up to one year.

The Entrepreneurship Fo-
rum, launched in partnership
with Citizens in 2022, is a two-
part program aimed at increas-
ing education, opportunity, and
access to the downtown stage
for women and minority-owned
small businesses. This year’s
cohort of 39 small businesses
— 77% women-owned and 72%
minority-owned — participated
in a six-seminar series focused
on building entrepreneur’s finan-
cial and business development
acumen.

The Forum culminated in a
pitch competition, where small

business owners shared their
products and business plan with
a panel of judges, which includ-
ed the participation of Citizens’
business bankers.

Tiny Farmhouse, AIRI Jew-
elry & Gallery and Bluebird
Bouquets, three women-owned
businesses were recognized as
this year’s winners, receiving up
to a year of free rent to sell their
products at the Boston Public
Market.

Tiny Farmhouse, owned by
artist Amy McCoy, is all about
cheery, environmentally respon-
sible stationery, home goods,
and accessories featuring Amy’s
whimsical original illustrations
and patterns. Each design is
inspired by life at Amy’s tiny
farmhouse in Rehoboth, Mas-
sachusetts, and is from original
artwork created in watercolor,
pen and ink, or gouache. Tiny
Farmhouse was awarded one
year of full-time rent-free space
within the Boston Public Market
starting in early fall 2024.

AIRI Jewelry & Gallery,

Book Northeaste
Space, Northeastern

owned by artist Maya Alia
produces handmade jewelry,
vibrant art prints, and cul-
ture-inspired apparel. AIRI is
known for award-winning wire
earrings (BEST of Boston 2023),
thoughtfully designed to balance
minimal and modern elegance
with creative features that make
for an unforgettable statement.
AIRI is a woman- and black-
owned business. AIRI Jewelry
will pop up year-round on week-
ends at the Boston Public Mar-
ket.

Bluebird Bouquets, owned by
Haley Cormier, shares meaning-
ful moments with others through
thoughtfully crafted floral pieces
for life’s special moments. Blue-
bird Bouquets will participate
in the seasonal Boston Public
Market on the Greenway, located
weekly on Thursdays through
October across from the New
England Aquarium.

“We are thrilled to welcome
this next generation of wom-
en-owned small businesses and
shepherd their success through

ongoing mentorship, collabora-
tion, and guidance,” said Cheryl
Cronin, CEO of Boston Public
Market. “We are immensely
grateful to Citizens for their on-
going partnership, support, and
dedication to developing local
entrepreneurship, which contin-
ues to be a cornerstone in making
the Market a unique, vibrant,
and mission-driven institution
in Downtown Boston.”

The Entrepreneurship Forum
has proven to be a high touch
opportunity for local entrepre-
neurs to fine-tune their business
concept to a hyper-relevant mar-
ket with low overhead costs and
ongoing assistance from the Bos-
ton Public Market Association
team. Last year’s inaugural win-
ner Lifebloom, a Boston-based
co-owned small business that
identifies as woman, Black, and
immigrant led, encountered such
success selling their handmade
candles on the floor of the Market
during the last year, that they
will be continuing as a perma-
nent vendor at the Boston Public

I H B

NORTMEASTERN

ing

Market.

“At Citizens, we recognize that
small businesses are the heart-
beat of our community, providing
valuable goods and services and
creating local jobs,” said Lisa
Murray, Massachusetts Presi-
dent at Citizens. “We are hon-
ored to partner with the Boston
Public Market to support our lo-
cal entrepreneurs and recognize
this year’s winners. We know
this opportunity will be transfor-
mational to their businesses and
encourage everyone to check out
the market and the thoughtfully
crafted products and offerings
these talented women are bring-
ing to Boston.”

The third annual Entrepreneur-
ship Forum powered by Citizens
will launch in fall of 2024. Ap-
plications will open on July 17,
2024, with a submission deadline
of September 9, 2024. Those in-
terested are encouraged to ap-
ply at bostonpublicmarket.org/
entrepreneurship.

Northeastern University’s City and Community Engagement provides individuals with complimentary access to a
conference room and classroom space. Advance reservations are required for both spaces. Event organizers may only
host programming that is free to participants.

Follow us!

@ @nuengaged

BOOK HERE:

9 1175 Tremont St, Boston, MA 02120

". communityengagement@northeastern.edu

@ communityengagement.northeastern.edu

@ 617-373-7555

\ ‘ Northeastern University
City and Community Engagement




