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Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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Richard Buttiglieri
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Gerardo Iannuzzi
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Paul Penta, Jr. 
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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By EllEn WalkEr

SpEcial to thE GazEttE

“Spring passes, and one re-
members one’s innocence. Sum-
mer passes, and one remembers 
one’s exuberance. Autumn passes, 
and one remembers one’s rever-
ence. Winter passes, and one re-
members one’s perseverance.” — 
Yoko Ono, a Japanese multime-
dia artist, singer, songwriter and 
peace activist and spouse of John 
Lennon of the Beatles.

For the past four years, I have 
experienced a wonderful oppor-
tunity as the executive director 
of Mission Hill Main Streets. 
The work has been incredibly 
stimulating and used every bit 
of my creativity, knowledge and 
experience. It has afforded me 
the opportunity to work with 
inspiring business owners in the 
neighborhood, to partner with 
our local elected and City offi-
cials while working with some 

What’s Happening on Main Streets

Photo by Daniela Marchione

Yellow Door Taqueria’s bartender Lyndsay Pingel.

Wu announces investment of $67 million to create 
and preserve 802 income-restricted homes in Boston
SpEcial to thE GazEttE

Mayor Michelle Wu came to Ja-
maica Plain and  joined the Hyde 
Square Task Force, affordable 
housing developers, and commu-
nity organizations at the site of 
the former Blessed Sacrament 
church to announce $67 million 
in new recommended funding 
from the Mayor’s Office of Hous-

ing, the Community Preserva-
tion Fund, and the Neighborhood 
Housing Trust (NHT) to create 
and preserve more than 800 in-
come-restricted units of housing 
in eight Boston neighborhoods 
including Mission Hill. The 
Blessed Sacrament site is one of 
the projects that will be funded. 
The ambitious portfolio consists 
of 17 projects with a total of 802 

units of mixed-income housing 
that includes rental housing for 
families, while also creating new 
homeownership opportunities for 
low- and moderate-income Bosto-
nians. Of the 802 units, 160 will 
be income restricted housing for 
seniors. These proposed projects 
meet the Mayor’s Office of Hous-

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 6

By MichaEl couGhlin Jr.

The proponents of a develop-
ment at 1439 Tremont Street, 
proposing to build a new four-sto-
ry building comprised of six 
units, narrowly got voters’ sup-
port during the Community Al-
liance of Mission Hill’s (CAMH) 
monthly meeting on Wednesday, 
February 15. 

In what was a vote that ini-
tially was split down the middle 
with 46% of respondents voting 
in favor and another 46% op-
posing – 8% abstained – it was 
up to CAMH President Martin 
Beinborn to break the tie.

Beinborn voted to support the 
development, saying, “I will give 
the developers the benefit of the 
doubt that it’s a good building.” 

Beinborn’s vote seemed to 
frustrate some in attendance as 
some visibly shook their heads 
after his decision. One of the 
main reasons for such a highly 
contested vote was due to con-
cerns about the reputation of the 
property owners – City Realty 
Management. 

A resident, Dave Greenup, had 
done some research. In an email 
he showed, dated December 6, 

1439 Tremont 
just barely gets 
support from CAMH 

Continued on page 4

Image courtesy Boston Planning & Development Agency

Artist rendering of the 1439 Tremont Street development

By Michael coughlin Jr.
 
 At its monthly meeting in 
September, the Community Al-
liance of Mission Hill (CAMH) 
listened to representatives from 
Tipsy’s Market, which is looking 
to upgrade its existing beer and 
wine license to include spirits.  
 Kristen Scanlon, an Attorney 
who presented the proposal at 
the CAMH meeting, said, “With 
the addition of full spirits, they 
wouldn’t be taking away from 
any of the current offerings; 
they would just be reducing for-
ward-facing product mostly to 
make room for spirits.”
 She also emphasized that the 
owners have committed to not 
selling singles under the current 
license and that if their pro-
posed upgrade were approved, 
they would be “committed 100%” 
to not selling nips.
 In terms of reaction to the 
request and the process so far, 
Scanlon said the Parker Street 
establishment had conducted an 
abutters meeting and met with 
Mission Hill Neighborhood Hous-
ing Services (MHNHS).
 “The abutters meeting was 
well-attended with upwards of 40 
attendees, most of whom spoke in 

strong support,” said Scanlon.
 “Kind of the overarching 
theme that we were hearing in 
comments there was convenience 
is a factor, a strategic location. 
While people may have cars, they 
would rather walk in this in-
stance, and I guess other liquor 
stores aren’t easily walkable — a 
lot of people were pointing that 
out.”
 Regarding the meeting with 
MHNHS, Scanlon said they re-
ceived feedback on the ratio of 
the current offerings in terms 
of alcohol products to grocery 
products. Specifically, she noted 
that the ratio “would be really 
close to 50:50 should this license 
be obtained.”
 As for other reactions to the 
request, Scanlon said they have 
received support from more than 
20 local businesses and from 
Fenway High School.
 The statement that Tipsy’s 
Market received support from 
a school raised the eyebrows of 
some attendees, to the point that 
one resident asked for a copy of 
the support letter.
 It should be noted that Scan-
lon read the letter of support out 
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 
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Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000
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Due to the president's 
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Capitol Waste Services, Inc.
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING
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2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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WHAT’S HAPPENING ON MAIN STREETS, P.6

2024 MISSION HILL ROAD RACE TO BENEFIT 
KEVIN W. FITZGERALD PARK

Continued on page 2

CAMH discusses 
Tipsy’s Market’s 
proposed license 
upgrade at meeting

By Michael coughlin Jr. 

 Jessica Garb, an Associate 
Professor at the Uni-

versity of Massachusetts Lowell 
whose laboratory specializes in 
spiders, gave the lowdown on 
the unfamiliar creature that ap-
peared in the Beacon Hill neigh-

borhood recently: the Joro Spi-
der. 

 While Garb said she does 
not study this species 

specifically, she pro-
vided information 
for folks looking to 
learn more about  
it. According to 
Garb, the Joro 
Spider is native 
to Eastern Asia 

and was first in-
troduced to the 
southern part of 

the United States around 2013. 
 “They’re actually quite abun-
dant, is my understanding, in 
certain areas of Georgia, and 
maybe, South Carolina,” she 
said. 
 Moreover, she described some 
characteristics of the spider, say-
ing they “make very large webs, 
and they’re quite conspicuous.” 
“They are pretty large-sized spi-
ders as spiders go,” she added. 
 Specifically, according to 
https://jorowatch.org/ — a web-
site that Garb told the Beacon 
Hill Times takes reports of sight-
ings — just the body of a female 
adult Joro can be up to 1.25 
inches long. 

Photo by Christina Butler via Wikipedia 

A Joro Spider.

Local spider expert weighs in on Joro sighting

Continued on page 2

Mayor’s Office Photo by Jeremiah Robinson

The annual Mission Hill Road Race was held on Sept. 28. It was a great turnout with many 
showing up to benefit the neighborhood’s Kevin W. Fitzgerald Park. Shown above, volunteers 
with City officials, and Mayor Michelle Wu. See more photos on Page 5.
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Special to the Gazette 

 Eliminating needless waste 
through reuse is a straightfor-
ward, but often overlooked, way 
to live more sustainably. Boston 
Building Resources will celebrate 
National Reuse Day on Saturday, 
October 19, with a free communi-
ty event from 11:00 to 2:00 pro-
moting the craft and creativity of 
reuse in all its forms.
 The celebration will take 
place at Boston Building Re-
sources, 100 Terrace Street, Rox-
bury Crossing. Free food will be 
available, and live music will be 
provided by the Emily Grogan 
Band.
 Cabinets, windows, doors, 
appliances, and other building 
materials comprise 17.9% of the 
solid waste stream in Massa-
chusetts, according to the Mass 
Department of Environmental 
Protection. The Reuse Center 
at Boston Building Resources 

takes in donations of reusable 
building materials and makes 
them available to new owners at 
affordable prices, sparing them 
from the landfill while offering 
home improvement resources to 
people on tight budgets.
 National Reuse Day will ex-
plore the possibilities of reuse 
beyond building materials. The 
event will include a Fixit Clinic; 
the public is invited to bring 
items that need fixing to get help 
from a Fixit coach. Items can 
include electronics, clothes that 
need mending, small appliances, 
household items, and more.
 Activities for kids will include 
a craft project and a scavenger 
hunt. A tie-dye station will make 
it possible to give old clothing a 
colorful new look. A composting 
demonstration will include tips 
on how to transform yard waste 
and kitchen scraps into “black 
gold” for next spring’s garden. 
Tips on saving energy will help 
people save money as the heating 
season approaches.
 The Reuse Center at Boston 
Building Resources is a nonprof-
it organization that operates in 
Mission Hill’s only zero carbon 
building, an all-electric structure 
powered by a rooftop solar array.
 For more information about 
National Reuse Day, visit www.
BostonBuildingResources.com.
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU...
The Gazette welcomes letters to the  editor. Word limit: 500. 

Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m. one week before publication. Letters  may 
be emailed to letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com. Please include 

address and telephone number for verification purposes. 
Anonymous letters will not be published.  More information:  617-524-2626

Visit MissionHillGazette.com

• No income limit
• 3 homestyle meals a day
• Medication administration

62+ Community  
with 24-hour personal care

301 South Huntington Avenue, Jamaica Plain
(617) 522-7600 | www.MountPleasantHome.org

*Price subject to change 

Prices range from 
$2,250 to $5,400*

617-698-3005

Currently taking applications for the waitlist

Brendan Behan Pub 
378A Centre Street 

Jamaica Plain

Moreover, media outlets have 
previously used headlines in-
dicating that this spider can 
fly; however, Garb pumped the 
brakes on that assessment. 
 She noted this idea of flying 
is tied to the phenomenon called 
ballooning, in which spiders in 
their infancy release silk and are 
carried in the air by the wind. 
Further, Garb indicated this oc-
curs with many spiders and that 
they are often at their smallest 
size when it happens. 
 Naturally, one would wonder 
if the Joro is a cause for concern, 
especially for folks who might en-
counter it. However, Garb eased 
those concerns. 
 While Garb noted that almost 
all spiders, including the Joro, 
are venomous — meaning they 
make venom — she did not think 
there was any documentation of 
this species’ venom being harm-
ful to people. 
 “So there’s a lot of species 
for which even though they’re 
making venom — because it’s 
not necessarily targeted toward 

human nervous systems, it’s not 
toxic to us,” she said. 
 “Then their behavior might be 
such that they’re just so shy that 
they’re not inclined to be biting 
people.” 
 Although this spider is seem-
ingly not dangerous to people, 
Garb did express some concerns 
relating to the critter. 
 First, she noted some concern 
if the spiders became numerous 
in the state and displaced local 
species, especially those that 
have adapted to the area and 
cannot survive elsewhere. She 
also thought it could be concern-
ing if the spiders found their way 
to more natural habitats. Still, 
she stopped short of forecasting 
how it might impact those hab-
itats and generally suggested it 
could lead to homogenization. 
 Additionally, Garb men-
tioned that she was concerned 
about false reports of seeing the 
Joro Spider. For example, she 
said that she received an im-
age through another news outlet 
from a resident of Cape Cod and 
another image directly from a 
resident of Western Massachu-
setts, both of whom thought they 
spotted the Joro, but they were 

actually a native species that 
looked similar. 
 “We do have at least one na-
tive species here, which is kind 
of similar enough looking that for 
people who are not really think-
ing a lot about different kinds of 
spiders and how to distinguish 
them, could be easily mistaken,” 
said Garb. 
 “When they sent me the pic-
ture, I’m like, oh no, this is the 
native spider, and so I’m just 
worried people will start killing 
this thing, which I don’t think 
they should.”
 For those interested in learn-
ing more about the spider or 
reporting a sighting, visit the 
aforementioned link to the Joro 
Watch website. For those who 
remain concerned about the Joro 
Spider’s appearance in the neigh-
borhood, at least one city official 
sympathizes with you. 
 “I feel for my fellow residents 
of Beacon Hill as I am not a fan 
of spiders. Especially the flying 
variety! Happy to lead the Boston 
Arachnid Mitigation Plan,” wrote 
City Councilor Sharon Durkan 
in an email commenting on the 
sighting.

Joro Spider
Continued from page  1

Have more fun with less waste at 
National Reuse Day, October 19

loud during the meeting. How-
ever, the letter did not explicitly 
say it supported the request for 
the license upgrade but that the 
school supported Tipsy’s Market 
and what it has contributed to 
the school.
 After the letter was read 
aloud, at least one attendee 
found Scanlon’s inclusion of the 
school’s support misleading, and 
she indicated that they would 
seek clarification.
 While there were some ques-
tions about past issues and con-
cerns relating to trash, loitering 
outside the establishment, and 
more, there was a ton of support 
from attendees at the meeting.
 “Tipsy’s Market is the best 
market on Mission Hill. It is the 

best place to buy alcohol, to buy 
snacks, to buy anything of con-
venience,” said one attendee.
 Another attendee who said 
they lived right down the road 
from Tipsy’s mentioned that they 
would love to be able to buy spir-
its from there.
 “I think the issues of the past 
are really non-existent,” said one 
resident, referring to some of the 
questions about trash and loiter-
ing near the property.
 That same resident added, 
“Obviously, we have a stacked 
room of supporters, but if I’m 
being honest about it, I have to 
agree with most of what they’re 
saying. I don’t see a real issue 
with the upgrade here; I don’t see 
a big concern that would affect 
the neighborhood negatively.”
 As previously stated, at-
tendees strongly supported the 
proposal; however, it should be 

noted that some of those who 
commented wanted to ensure 
that the other products sold at 
the store would not slowly be 
taken away for spirits.
 Harshad Patel, one of the 
owners of Tipsy’s Market, em-
phasized that the items they sell 
now, like bread, snacks, cleaning 
supplies, and more, will still be 
at the store.
 “All kinds of basic grocery 
stuff — we’re going to keep it 
[the] same thing…Whatever, 
right now we have, we’re going 
to keep it the same,” said Patel.
 Since this was the first pre-
sentation to CAMH, a vote was 
not held. It is customary for 
CAMH to vote on a proposal 
after the second presentation. 
According to the group’s website, 
the next CAMH meeting is sched-
uled for October 16th. 

CAMH
Continued from page  1
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By Maurice ‘Mossy’ Martin

 Mission Hill golfers were 
oblivious to the  rain as they 
enthusiastically recently teed 
off at  Norwood Country Club 
to raise funds for the Mission 
Hill Veterans Post 327. It was a 
terrific event, organized by  Com-
mander, Col. George Rollins and 
culminated by a powerful speech 
by M.H. Post member and World 
War II veteran, Brig. General 
Enoch "Woody" Woodhouse. The 
team of Peter Scott and his son 
Steve Scott displayed their golf 
skills, winning top prize. Peter 
is a VietNam veteran and a re-
tired Brookline Police Captain. 
Thanks to our generous sponsors 
of the Golf fundraiser includ-
ing Michel Soltani, proprietor of 
Brendan Behan's in J.P., Harry 
Walsh, owner of the Mission Bar 
& Grill, Boston City Councilor 
Sharon Durkan, Clifford Jew-
elers, the Corrib Restaurant, 
Mooo SteakHouse, 99 Restau-
rant, Alba Restaurant, The West 
in West Roxbury, Legal SeaFood, 
Capitol Grill, Gallway House in 
J.P., Mr. and Mrs. Rollins, The 
A.L. Post 76 in J.P. and Victo-

ry Point Restaurant in Quincy.
and to Stephen Quigley of the 
Independent Newspaper Group 
for sponsoring an ad in this fine 
newspaper. 
 Woody Woodhouse owns a 
vintage Mercury Marquis which 
sat in the garage for years and is 
now restored and running. The 
car, dubbed the "Woodymobile", 
will be used as a medical escort 
vehicle for doctors appointments, 
etc., particularly for veterans 
and seniors. This great idea is 
the brainchild of Barry Twomey, 
who will be one of the drivers, 
along with Jim Lennox and is 
sponsored by Mission Hill Health 
Movement. JD Auto Center in 
Brookline owner John Douros 
and his son, Kosta Douros recon-
structed the Woodymobile engine 
and in an epic display of benevo-
lence, the Douros's skilled labor 
was done complementarity. To 
keep the Woodymobile operating 
smoothly, donations can be made 
to Mission Hill Health Movement 
c/o Barry Twomey-President 
1534 Tremont St. Boston, Ma. 
02120. .
 Condolences to the family of 
Brian Collins who passed away 

Sept. 11. Brian was a great guy 
who grew up in Mission Hill, part 
of the large and wonderful Col-
lins family. Brian enjoyed going 
to concerts and he loved attend-
ing  music festivities with his 
charming daughter Brianna Col-
lins. Donations in Brian's honor 
can be made to Mission Church. 
 Two prominent Mission Hill-
ers celebrated their 80th birth-
day last month. Former  Mission 
High  basketball great, Bob Walsh 
had a joyous birthday celebration 
at his daughter Amanda's house 
in Canton. Bob is a good guy 
and a great storyteller. He and 
I were among the partners of 
Mission Hill Liquors, which we 
sold in 2004. My big brother Dan 

Martin turned 80 on Sept.19 and 
Dan stays in great shape playing 
handball. A few decades ago he 
won the World Handball Cham-
pionship (50 and over division) in 
County Clare, Ireland. Dan had 
a quiet birthday celebration at 
Brendan Behan's, surrounded by 
a few pretty women and me and 
several  pints of Guinneas. 
 Bob Ryan, a talented painter 
at Mass College of Art will cele-
brate his 66th birthday Oct.6..
 Thanks to the members of 
the King Hill Church for their 
help moving residents in and out 
of our neighborhood last month 
at the start of the college year. 
The church members, who have 
residence on the Hill, also set up 

a stand serving complimentary 
cold drinks. 
 Students from Northeastern 
University also lent a hand  mov-
ing students on that busy and 
sometimes chaotic first week of 
school. 
 Penguin Pizza commemorat-
ed 20 years in business Oct.24. 
I stopped in that evening for a 
Coors light and a slice of piz-
za amid the large celebration 
crowd. Pamela Carthy, a hard 
worker and wonderful woman, 
has worked at the Penguin since 
its beginning and she bought the 
popular restaurant a few years 
ago.. Maurice can be reached at 
mossymartin2@gmail.com.
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Hill Happenings

ZONING HEARING
The Zoning Commission of the City of Boston hereby gives notice, in ac-
cordance with Chapter 665 of the Acts of 1956, as amended, that a virtual 
public hearing will be held on October 9, 2024, at 9:15 A.M., in connection 
with the First Amendment to the Development Plan for Planned Develop-
ment Area No. 93, 500 Huntington Avenue, Mission Hill, filed by the City 
of Boston Planning Department.  

Said First Amendment would allow to refine the design and scope of the 
Project to improve its overall feasibility. Notably, the Proposed Project 
is consistent with the height, density, and parking limitations set forth in 
the previously approved PDA No. 93. The Proposed Project consists of 
a total of up to 640,000 square feet of gross floor area, comprised of life 
sciences/office/research and development space and other commercial 
or activated uses, first floor retail/restaurant/commercial/activated space; 
and up to 381 parking spaces in a below-grade garage.

This meeting will only be held virtually and not in person.  You can par-
ticipate in this meeting by going to https://bit.ly/BZCOct92024.  A copy of 
the petition, the First Amendment and a map of the area involved, may be 
obtained from the Zoning Commission electronically, and you may also 
submit written comments or questions to zoningcommission@boston.gov.

Interpreting services are available to communicate information at this 
hearing.  If you require interpreting services, please contact the follow-
ing:  zoningcommission@boston.gov or 617-918-4308.  The meeting is 
scheduled for October 9, 2024.  Please request interpreting services no 
later than October 5, 2024.

                                                                  For the Commission
                                                                  Jeffrey M. Hampton
                                                                  Executive Secretary

Boston Planning & Development 
Agency (BPDA)

One City Hall Square | Boston, MA 02201
bostonplans.org

By Michael coughlin Jr.
 
 During the Boston Planning 
& Development Agency’s (BPDA) 
September Board meeting, the 
proposed project at 500 Hunting-
ton Avenue, which would bring 
open space, connection improve-
ments, two mixed-use buildings, 
life science, and retail space to a 
site that currently holds Went-
worth Institute of Technology’s 
Sweeney Field and other struc-
tures, was approved.
 At the BPDA’s August Board 
meeting, Board members had 
intended to vote on the proposal; 
however, the item was tabled at 
the request of an attorney rep-
resenting the Museum of Fine 
Arts (MFA) and its trustees, who 
mentioned concerns about “air 
intake, groundwater, vibration, 
traffic, and other matters.”
 Fast-forward to the Septem-

ber Board meeting, and Stephen 
Harvey, a Senior Project Man-
ager with the city’s Planning 
Department, provided an update 
on the situation.
 “Since the August Board 
meeting, staff has worked close-
ly with the development team 
to address all of the concerns, 
especially the concerns of the 
Museum of Fine Arts,” he said.
 Moreover, Harvey indicated 
that the development team had 
provided staff and the MFA with 
all the information requested 
and stated that the MFA was 
grateful for the collaboration and 
supported the project.
 “Having now addressed con-
cerns, our confidence in the pro-
posal has only grown, and we 
bring it before you once again for 
consideration,” said Harvey.

BPDA Board approves 
500 Huntington 
Avenue Project

Continued on page 4
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Special to the Gazette

 Mayor Michelle Wu an-
nounced the newly selected 2024-
2025 SPARK Boston Council. 
The 38-member group will spend 
the next year working to connect 
young adults to leaders in local 
government, City services, and 
one another. The SPARK Bos-
ton Council advises Mayor Wu 
on City policies and programs 
affecting 20-to-35-year-olds in 
the City of Boston. 
 “The only way we can under-
stand our residents' needs is to 
work alongside them,” said May-
or Michelle Wu. “Our SPARK 
Council is the key to connecting 
our young adults to our work 
here in City Hall, and I am so 
excited to see how this new edi-
tion of the council will reach our 
young people and enrich their 
experience as Boston residents.”
 SPARK Boston is housed in 
the Mayor’s Community En-
gagement Cabinet. This office is 
responsible for advising Mayor 
Wu on issues affecting millen-
nial and gen-z residents and 
working with City departments 
and community stakeholders to 
create innovative solutions. The 
Council meets monthly with City 
Hall leaders and creates free 
programming for their peers in-
cluding voter resources, events 
highlighting the City’s initia-

tives, and professional and social 
networking opportunities across 
Boston’s neighborhoods. This 
year’s Council members come 
from diverse cultural and pro-
fessional backgrounds including 
public service, higher education, 
and scientific research. Sixteen 
SPARK Boston council members 
are multilingual and the Council 
represents almost all of Boston’s 
neighborhoods.
 SPARK Boston’s new Direc-
tor, Aidan McDounough, is a for-
mer council member. He plans to 
use his experience to create space 
and empower more council mem-
bers to become advocates in their 
neighborhoods, especially those 
that have been historically un-
derrepresented and overlooked.
 “Since stepping into my role 
as the Director of SPARK Bos-
ton, I have been really looking 
forward to having the opportu-
nity to recruit my first council,” 
said SPARK Boston Director 
Aidan McDonough. “One of the 
bedrocks for the SPARK Boston 
Council is to be diverse, includ-
ing in neighborhoods council 
members call home. We had over 
150 applicants to fill out the 40 
person council and I feel that, 
with the help of the volunteers 
who managed the interview pro-
cess, we've done just that.”
 “I applied to SPARK because 
I wanted to become engaged 

in the city that has profoundly 
shaped me as a young adult. 
During my time on the council, 
I learned about city resources, 
connected with representatives 
and councilors, and collaborated 
with other passionate residents 
across the city,” said SPARK Bos-
ton Council alum Amanda Min-
er. “This experience deepened 
my understanding of the city's 
inner workings and broadened 
my perspective into how others 
experience and navigate life in 
Boston.” 
 Last year, SPARK Boston 
Council members had the op-
portunity to host Neighborhood 
Socials inviting residents, com-
munity leaders, and elected of-
ficials to network with Boston’s 
20-35 year old constituency. 
SPARK Boston held multiple 
Chief Chats, informal speaking 
engagements with members of 
Mayor Wu’s cabinet, to learn 
more about the work being done 
to uplift Boston residents. The 
council held a Credit Building 
Workshop in partnership with 
the Mayor’s Center for Working 
Families to help give residents 
better access to financial literacy 
resources. 
 “Boston residents ages 20-34 
years old make up 35% of our 
city’s population. SPARK Boston 
council members bring such a 
fresh perspective to their roles 
as leaders in neighborhoods, an 
eagerness to learn from experi-
enced City leaders and commit-
ment to serving constituents,” 
said Chief of Community En-
gagement Brianna Millor. “I look 
forward to partnering with our 

newest cohort of council mem-
bers to ensure our city is the best 
place for young adults to live, 
work and enjoy all that Boston 
has to offer.” 
 The 2024-2025 Council in-
cludes:

Mission Hill
 • Colin McAndrew
 • Rebecca Manley

Allston
 • Jose Mendoza

Back Bay
 • David P. Litwin

Brighton
 • Beza Zenebe
 • Alexandra Daukaus

Charlestown
 • Olivia Steinke

Chinatown/Downtown
 • Faaiz Masood

Dorchester
 • Kristina Melendez
 • Monet Eugene
 • Paul Buchanan
 • Sayyida Jean-Charles
 • Annie Jean-Baptiste

East Boston
 • Aileen Gabriel
 • Elizabeth Auguste

Fenway
 • Marine Nimblette

Hyde Park 
 • Zoë Petty

Jamaica Plain
 • Montell Khaldi

 • Eva Scapicchio

Kenmore
 • Naomi Knight

Mattapan
 • Kyle Alexander Saunders

North End
 • Chelsea Lauder

Roxbury
 • Arantxa Melendez
 • Olivia Grant
 • Tanesha Beckford

Roslindale
 • Samuel Brenner
 • Ramya Ravel
 • Ronn Newsome
 • Elvira K Mora
 • James Glenister

South Boston
 • Lia Valdez
 • Allie Ross
 • Richard Chapman

South End
 • Peter Heller
 • Ritika Iyer
 • John Ferraro
 • Karim Addetia

West End
 • Shinhui Cai

West Roxbury
 • Conor Bond
 For more information on 
SPARK Boston programming 
and initiatives, please visit bos-
ton.gov/sparkboston.

Mayor Wu announces 2024-2025 SPARK Council

While there were no comments 
from the public during this brief 
portion of the Board meeting, 
City Councilor Sharon Durkan 
read a letter signed by both her 
and At-Large City Councilor 
Henry Santana earlier in the 
meeting.
 Specifically, the letter 

urged the BPDA Board to vote in 
support of the proposal, praised 
the proponents for being respon-
sive to community input and 
what the project would bring 
to the area, and communicated 
hopes that the developer would 
be responsive during the building 
process.
 Before the proposal went to a 
vote, Priscilla Rojas, the Board’s 
Chair, commented on the propos-
al. “I just want to make a com-
ment and thank the development 

team and Stephen and our team 
internally for the additional time 
and care that you took to resolve 
these items and the time and 
care that I know you will provide 
going forward during construc-
tion as we make improvements 
to that area of the city.”
 The project was ultimately 
approved. To learn more about 
it, visit its webpage at https://
www.bostonplans.org/projects/
development-projects/went-
worth-500-huntington-avenue.

1524 Tremont St.  (across from Mission Church)1524 Tremont St.  (across from Mission Church)

Try our soups and sandwiches along 
with the best coffee and donuts in town!

Now serving 
gourmet 

dark roast coffee

Huntington Avenue
Continued from page 3

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER
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RESERVE 
YOUR 

SEATING 
NOW 

FOR THE 
DINING ROOM

Thai • Sushi • Pick-up • Delivery
order.laughingmonkcafe.com or call 617.232.8000
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F R E E  A N D  O P E N  T O  A L L

HEALTH &HEALTH &HEALTH &
WELLNESSWELLNESSWELLNESS

J A M A I C A  P L A I N  

Complimentary Massage
Breathing Education

Intuitive Reading
Acupuncture

and lots more!

Scan to register:

NEW DATE
Monday October 14

3:00 - 6:00 PM

+

Loring Greenough House
12 South Street,
Jamaica Plain
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My Third Act 
3 Workshops to Think About and  

Plan our Senior Years! 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

• Thurs. Sept. 26 - Who am I as an Elder in my 
family and community? 

• Thurs. Oct. 10 – What is important to me           
right now? 

• Thurs.  Nov. 7 - How do I see my future? 

 

Workshops are 10 -11:30 am 

(lunch at 11:30) 

At the Mission Hill Health 

Movement, 1534 Tremont St 

Reserve a Spot!  

Call - 617 427 6919 

Funded by a Boston Age Strong Engagment Grant               

My Third Act
 Workshops to Think About 
and Plan our Senior Years!

• Thurs. Oct. 10 What is important to me right 
now?
• Tues. Oct. 22 Eating Well for Life        

with Nutritionist Brandon Ransom
• Thurs. Nov. 7 How do I see my future?

Workshops are 10-11:30 a.m.
(followed by lunch)

@ Mission Hill Health Movement
1534 Tremont Street

Reserve a spot! • 617-427-6919

My Third Act
Workshops to Think About 
and Plan our Senior Years!
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SCENES FROM 2024 MISSION HILL ROAD RACE
The annual Mission Hill Road 
Race drew perfect weather and 
a fantastic turnout, bringing the 
community together to support 
the Kevin W. Fitzgerald Park, a 
cherished landmark in the neigh-
borhood. A heartfelt thank you 

goes out to the dedicated spon-
sors, volunteers, and organizers 
who make this event possible 
each year, as well as to all the 
participants and spectators who 
came out to enjoy the race.
Volunteers had an amazing time 

at this year’s Mission Hill 5K, 
with special thanks to Mission 
Hill Main Streets for organizing 
the event and to Mike’s Donuts 
for providing pre-race refresh-
ments.

Mayor’s Office Photos by Jeremiah Robinson
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By Courtney Wright

SpeCial to the gazette

“Life starts all over again when 
it gets crisp in the fall.” 

— F. Scott Fitzgerald,  
The Great Gatsby

 Thank you to everyone who 
came out to support Mission 
Hill Main Streets at our Annual 
Meeting/Awards last Tuesday 
evening. It was so nice to see so 
many residents, business own-
ers+staff, institutional partners, 
and organizational neighbors 
come together to honor our long-
standing businesses and com-
munity builders. In addition, we 
were joined by Mayor Michelle 
Wu, Rep. Chynah Tyler, Coun-
cilors Sharon Durkan and Ben 
Weber, and staff from Councilor 
Santana’s office. A special thank 
you to our guest MC’s: Chris 
Freiss, Aliece Dutson, and Fa-

ther Dabney. We had a great 
time celebrating our community 
and sincerely appreciated the 
opportunity to do so with so many 
neighbors and friends. Despite 
the event being held outside on 
one of our first chilly evenings, 
there was plenty of warmth 
felt as we honored this years’ 

awardees:
 Business of the year: Mike’s 
Donuts, 2024 Legacy Business 
Awardee (and celebrating 50 
years of ownership under Bruce 
and Maria Weinograd this year)
 Exceptional MH Neighbor: 
Penguin Pizza (opened 20 years 
ago- Sept 24, 2004)
 Volunteer of the year: Lydia 
Pena
 Cherished Neighborhood As-
set: Tobin Community Center 
and staff
 Kevin W. Fitzgerald Award: 
Brigadier General Enoch 
“Woody” Woodhouse II
 Thanks again to the Tobin 
Community Center for hosting 
the meeting in their beautiful 
back yard space, and to John 
Jackson, Andrew Angus and 
Hector Galarza who helped with 
logistics and set-up.
 Before we look forward to Oc-
tober, it wouldn’t feel like the 
end of September without the 
annual Mission Hill Road Race. 
Last Saturday, hundreds of peo-
ple returned to the Kevin W. 
Fitzgerald Park for the grueling 
5k up and down the hills of the 
neighborhood. The weather was 
perfect for the event and the turn 
out was one of the biggest in re-
cent years. There were activities 
and live music up in the Park 
for those not walking or running 

and plenty of people along the 
route cheering on the partici-
pants. Congratulations to MH 
Neighborhood Housing Services 
on another successful race!
 On Saturday, October 19th, 
Boston Building Resources will 
be celebrating National Reuse 
Day with a free community 
event. There will be live mu-
sic, free food, and lots of fun 
activities. Please check out the 
event page for more info:https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/nation-
al-reuse-day-celebration-tick-
ets-1002509070617?aff=oddtdt-
creator

 Additionally, Boston Building 
Resources (BBR) is seeking vol-
unteers to help in the nonprofit 
Reuse Center in Roxbury Cross-
ing. Lending a hand will advance 
work located at the intersection 
of affordable housing and envi-
ronmental sustainability.
 The Reuse Center at BBR 
takes in donations of new and 
gently used building materials 
and makes them available at af-
fordable prices. The environment 
is spared from tons of needless 
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Introducing

msic.website/TRIM-it  |  TRIM@msic.orgParticipating credit unions are NMLS Approved 
Lenders and Equal Housing Lenders

Get a great 30-year fixed-rate 

MORTGAGE NOW, and if rates drop, 

JUST TRIM™ IT LATER with NO FEE!

Circle Members : Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, City of 
Boston Credit Union, Dana Farber Cancer Center, MH Post 327, 

Needham Bank, New England Baptist Hospital, Northeastern 
University and Wentworth Institute of Technology.

MISSION HILL 
MAIN STREETS 
Happy Fall Mission Hill! 

Mission Hill Main Streets 
1542 Tremont Street
Boston, MA 02115
(617) 232 0182 
missionhillmainstreetsboston@gmail.com 
https://explore.missionhillmainstreet.com

What’s Happening on Main Streets

Penguin Pizza, which opened 20 years ago in September, 
received the “Exceptional Mission Hill Neighbor” award.

Mike’s Donuts is the recipient of the 2024 Legacy Business Award. Owners, Bruce and Maria 
Weinograd, are also celebrating 50 years of ownership this year.

Event emcees, Ali and Father 
Dabney.

Continued on page 7
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waste, and local residents on 
very limited budgets can afford to 
repair and improve their homes.
 “Boston Building Resources 
is a great place to volunteer if 
you love to learn,” said Cynthia 
Walat, BBR’s volunteer coordi-
nator. “It is dynamic and thriv-
ing environment where you can 
expect opportunities for creative 
thinking, problem solving, and 
collaboration. Our staff organize 
the work to make it a great expe-
rience for everyone.”
 “We are seeking volunteers 
who can offer at least four hours 
per week,” said Walat. “This is 
a great opportunity for a retiree 
who wants to remain active, a 
person who works from home 
who wants to connect with the 
community, or anyone who wants 
experience working in an organi-
zation that is focused on sustain-
ability.”
 Boston Building Resources is 

located at 100 Terrace Street, 
a short walk from the MBTA 
Orange Line’s Roxbury Cross-
ing stop and near the Southwest 
Corridor bike path. For more 
information, email volunteers@
bostonbuildingresources.com.
 On October 22 from 9-10:30 
a.m. Mission Grammar School is 
hosting their annual  A Morning 
at Mission! This is a wonderful 
way for friends new and old to 
get to know the school and see 
their scholars and champions in 
action. Please RSVP and direct 
any questions to Cara Blanch-
ette, Director of Advancement 
& Communications, at cblanch-
ette@missiongrammar.org. I 
have been taken on a tour before 
by some of the Mission Grammar 
Scholars and can confidently say 
it is a great way to start your day!
 Coming up at the end of the 
month is Halloween on the Hill! 
The annual event will be happen-
ing on the Thursday of Hallow-
een from 4 p.m.-8 p.m. beginning 
at the Tobin Community Center 
at 1481 Tremont St. Families can 
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When I 
own  
a home,
I’ll invite the  
entire family over.

Together we can make it possible.  
Visit mtb.com/firsthouse or call  
1-800-936-0969 to get started today. 

 Equal Housing Lender.  
©2024 M&T Bank. Member FDIC. NMLS #381076

ret036129 CRA Mortgage Ads – Jamaica Plain Gazette / Mission Hill Gazette 
6.082” x 10” 
CMYK

Mayor Michelle Wu and officials with recipient of the Kevin 
W. Fitzgerald Award, Brigadier General Enoch ‘Woody’ 
Woodhouse II.

Representatives of the Tobin Community Center, which was 
named a Cherished Neighborhood Asset.

pick up their trick or treat bags 
and maps of local businesses 
that will be handing out candy 
throughout the neighborhood. 
If you are brave enough, the 
Tobin youth and staff always put 
together an awesome haunted 
house in the basement of the 
community center. Each year, 
Halloween on the Hill brings out 
hundreds of youth and families 

to Mission Hill and our business 
district to celebrate and enjoy 
Halloween safely and with lots of 
fun activities. Look out for flyers 
with more information.
 New England Baptist Hospi-
tal and BILH are in the process 
of conducting their community 
needs assessment and need your 
help! For all that they do in the 
community, it’d be nice to assist 

them in this endeavor by taking 
a couple of minutes to fill out 
their survey about health needs 
in the community at: boston.gov/
bphc-bostonchna. Please take a 
couple of minutes to fill out the 
survey.  Also, please feel free to 
share with family and friends 
that live in Boston. Thank you!  
 Happy Fall everybody!
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 The journey begins by re-
ceiving a Golden Snitch brace-
let that can be tapped to track 
progress and earned points for 
one’s chosen Hogwarts house, 
be it Gryffindor, Slytherin, Huf-
flepuff, or Ravenclaw. Guests 
select their wands and patronus 
for defense before embarking on 
their magical travels.
 Visitors will be introduced to 
Harry, Hermione, and Ron, and 
view movie clips of their first 
meeting before heading to Hog-
warts School of Witchcraft and 
Wizardry, where one can mean-
der through the Grand Staircase 
and portraits.
 Guests wander beneath the 
twinkling, levitating candles 
in the Great Hall, which, in 
the movies, boasts a ceiling of 
70-feet-high, sometimes opening 
to the sky.
 “On the drawing board, this 
was what I was most excited 
about. It’s layered with projec-
tion screens. I love it,” revealed 
Zaller, about the depth illusions. 
“It’s hard to capture in pictures. 
It’s better to be here.”
 Practice spell casting and fol-
low an ingredients list to brew 
a potion. Visitors can also have 
their prophecies revealed while 
peering into a globe in Professor 
Trelawney’s Divination Class-
room.
 “What makes our job fun 
and interesting is that we’re 
three-dimensional, so when you 
walk through, it’s not like you’re 
watching a screen – you’re in it,” 
emphasized Zaller, sitting at a 
table in the Great Hall while 
wearing a Gryffindor robe and 
t-shirt. “You have to be able to 

feel it.”
 Sit on a massive armchair 
in Hagrid’s hut, or pot a crying 
Mandrake seedling in Professor 
Sprout’s herbology greenhouse.
 “One of the things that we 
wanted to do is reconnect you to 
moments and remind you what 

happened 20 years ago,” Zaller 
explained. “The Harry Potter 
stories are great, and you could 
relate to being there. The adap-
tations from page to screen are 
well done.”
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 Gazette Pet of the Week
                by Sarah Carroll

“Gazette Pet of the Week” is sponsored by 

Sarah Carroll, realtor®The Residential Group at William Raveis Real Estate
16 Clarendon St., Boston MA 02116

781-820-0280 or sarah@residentialgroup.com

www.buddydoghs.org

SKYLAR
Skylar is a beautiful 7 
year old gal who was 

adopted years ago and 
then found herself back 
at the shelter because 
her family was gone 

long hours daily. She is 
a big girl and so sweet! 
She is hoping her new 
family will come along 
soon, as she is used to 

being a family pet!

All Yours, All Free:  
A Day of Performances, Art,  

and Cultural Experiences  
in the Fenway Cultural District

Amie Rui of Eon Dance Troupe performing at Opening Our Doors 2023 
Photo credit: Annielly Camargo

fenwayculture.org • #fenwayculture 
#openingourdoors

Monday,  
October 14, 2024 

10am - 4pm

Experience the Wizarding World 
of Harry Potter at the Galleria

Story by Marianne Salza

 Indulge on a sweet glass of 
draft butterbeer and tangibly 
explore the rich world and cas-
tle in Harry Potter: The Exhibi-
tion, on display now in Boston 
at the CambridgeSide through 
January 5, 2025. Created and 
developed by Warner Bros. Dis-
covery Global Entertainment, in 
partnership with Imagine Exhi-
bitions and Eventim Live, the 
enchanting show celebrates the 
iconic characters, creatures, and 
scenes from the beloved books 
and films, dazzling millions of 
people around the world, from 
Brazil, to France, and Austria.
 “I really like when you come 
in from page to screen into the 
castle. There is the Marauder’s 

Map, and your name comes up. 
It’s so fun,” said Tom Zaller, 
Imagine Exhibitions CEO/Pres-
ident, who encourages guests to 
tour in costume. “I didn’t realize 
how impactful it was for people. 
The whole idea is to personalize 
it, and also for the magic to be 
behind the scenes.”
 Featured are mesmerizing, 
immersive environments that 
offer interactive elements, and 
authentic wardrobes and props, 
such as the Sword of Gryffindor. 
Encased memorabilia includes 
a first edition of the 1998 novel, 
“Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone,” by JK Rowling -- protect-
ed in a Gringotts bank safe -- the 
leather, sorting hat, costumes, 
and a student trunk and luggage 
trolly from Platform 9 ¾.  

Photos provided by Harry Potter: The Exhibition 

A family exploring the various 
Hogwarts houses.

The Great Hall offering the illusion of depth.

Continued on page 9
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Special to the Gazette

 The MBTA has announced 
the beginning of its new NextGen 
Bus Navigation Pilot Program, 
a new initiative designed to as-
sist bus operators in navigating 
detours and other road challeng-
es. In partnership with Swiftly, 
a transit technology company 
committed to open data and in-
teroperability, off-the-shelf tab-
let technology will be piloted in 
the operator cabs of up to 100 
buses by the end of the year, pro-
viding turn-by-turn directions 
similar to navigation apps like 
Google Maps or Apple Maps. The 
NextGen Bus Navigation Pilot is 
supported by major new features 
in Skate, the MBTA’s internally 
managed bus dispatching app, 
which allow the MBTA’s Opera-
tions Control Center to map out, 
monitor, and manage unplanned 
bus detours on-the-fly. 
 “This technology is a step for-
ward in improving service for 
customers and supporting our 
drivers who need to be nimble 
when unforeseen obstacles get 
in the way of running vehicles on 
regular routes,” said MassDOT 
Secretary and CEO Monica Tib-
bits-Nutt. “MBTA bus service is 
a great option for travel and we 
believe the new technology will 
result in more efficient bus ser-
vice, reduced travel times, and 
improved service reliability.”
 “As we continue to improve 

bus service for our riders, it’s 
important to put our workforce 
in a better position to succeed. 
We all know how the ability to 
navigate our road network can 
vary from day to day, and even 
hour by hour, affecting travel 
times. We are utilizing tech-
nology to give our dispatchers 
and operators the tools to make 
timely decisions and deliver im-
proved and more reliable travel 
for our riders. The NextGen Bus 
Navigation Pilot does just that,” 
said MBTA General Manager 
and CEO Phillip Eng. “Providing 
our front-line bus operators with 
turn-by-turn directions is anoth-
er example of the investments 
we’re making in our workforce, 
building a more resilient and 
nimble transit system. Credit 
goes to our Technology and Op-
erations teams along with our 
Safety Division that have worked 
to ensure the NextGen Bus Nav-
igation Pilot Program is safely 
implemented.”
 Automobile drivers increas-
ingly use navigation apps like 
Google Maps or Apple Maps for 
turn-by-turn directions, which 
typically provide the fastest, 
most efficient route. However, 
the needs of the MBTA’s buses, 
which operate along fixed routes 
making hundreds of scheduled 
stops at bus stops, are very differ-
ent. During special events, closed 
streets, and unplanned subway 
service suspensions, MBTA bus-

es follow approved detours and 
shuttle bus accommodations 
provided by the Control Center, 
which can sometimes be com-
plicated by narrow and winding 
streets.
 In designing and implement-
ing the NextGen Bus Navigation 
Pilot, the MBTA addressed these 
challenges by:
 Using modern practices from 
the technology industry: Rather 
than relying purely on propri-
etary systems, the MBTA com-
bined its in-house software en-
gineering staff experts with an 
in-development tool from Swift-
ly.
 Centering safety: Minimizing 
distractions is even more import-
ant for bus operators than for 
most drivers given their varied 
responsibilities keeping riders 
safe. The MBTA’s Safety Divi-
sion has been engaged since this 
pilot’s inception, orchestrating 
testing and planning that helped 
Swiftly and internal technology 
staff ensure that the pilot tech-
nology is supportive, not distract-
ing, for bus operators.
 Listening to front-line staff: 
For almost a year, the MBTA and 
Swiftly iterated and tested with 
bus operators, inspectors, and 
dispatchers, ensuring that the 
turn-by-turn software and new 
detour features in Skate reflect 
the input and expertise of front-
line staff. 
 “Providing safe and reliable 
service is the core to everything 

we do at the T — and that starts 
with supporting our operators,” 
said MBTA Director of Bus 
Safety Asia Williams. “Turn-
by-turn navigation will ensure 
a seamless transition as the T 
continues to update its routes 
and reinforce bus operators’ ex-
isting knowledge, giving them 
more confidence. We tested this 
feature with our operators and 
instructors to ensure that the 
technology works seamlessly in 
real-world conditions, creating a 
safer on-board experience.”
 Swiftly’s navigation solution 
will provide bus operators au-
dible and visual turn-by-turn 
directions from a low-cost, off-
the-shelf tablet. Concurrently, 
new features in the internal 
Skate app allow bus dispatchers 
to draw detours on a map from 
the Control Center – Skate then 

allows these detour maps to be 
shared with inspectors and oth-
er staff who manage service in 
real time across the system. The 
MBTA plans to eventually push 
these detour directions to the 
in-cab Swiftly tablets, and ulti-
mately also to bus riders via in-
dustry-standard real-time open 
data feeds.
 “We are delighted to part-
ner with the MBTA to bring a 
modern navigation experience 
for the unique concerns of transit 
to life,” said Swiftly’s Chief Prod-
uct Officer Meredith Bordoni. 
“With Navigation in Onboard 
App, transit agencies can pre-
vent wrong turns, improve ser-
vice reliability and safety, guide 
operators through detours, and 
build operator confidence. While 
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Saturday, October 19, 11:00–2:00

Free food | Live music | Fixit Clinic | 
Energy savings | Composting |  
Tie dye | Activities for the kids

Fun for everyone! 
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Roxbury Crossing

S
ca

n 
to

 
le

ar
n 

m
or

e

HOME    SERVICE     GUIDE

XXXXX

Licensed Contractor 
(lic #CS 088319)

(617) 549-6029 Free estimates

Thomas Murray Home Improvement
Carpentry • Painting • General Home Repairs

Remodeling
( Interior & Exterior )

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mass lic # 9290

Free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

Karem Plumbing
Plumbing, heating & gas work

No job too small
(617) 361-6532
Member Better Business Bureau

ROOF LEAKING?
• Emergency Leak Repair 24/7 • Ice & Snow Removal 

Asphault Shingles • Rubber Roof Systems • Flat Roof of all kinds 
• Gutters - Downspouts • Chimney - Dormers - Skylights

Free Estimates 
Family owned & operated • 28 years in business

ROOF REPAIR

(617) 888-8058
Senior & Vets 20% DiscountLicenced Insured

ROOFING
 

HANDYMAN
 

     Gutter cleaning, fences, sheetrock, roof leaks, brick pointing,  
                  carpet inst. & removal, masonry, carpentry, painting, & odd jobs.            
                                     Doors and Windows. Fast & reasonable.            

                            Call Phil at 617-868-1578 • 857-312-0543 (cell)

AC E  H A N DY M A N

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

LANDSCAPING/LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

• Landscape maintenance  
• Hydroseeding  
• Seed • Sod  
• Tree service
• Commercial 
   & Residential
• Free estimates

Stone, brick,
or block walls, 

patios & 
driveways

• Fence installation
• Paving

 617-590-2510 
FULLY INSURED 

& BONDED

Bobcat 
Service

  LANDSCAPING & 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Gutters    Roofing    Skylights

Alexander Doyle
617-522-6116

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
CSL 99361 - HIC 127365

alexanderdoyleconstruction.com

ROOF REPAIRS

ROOF REPAIR

JP local business
HIC 168788

Licensed • Insured

www.acmefinepainting.com

Free estimates 
 Contact Eric

617-390-4521
eric@acmefinepainting.com 

NEED A PAINTER?

PAINTING & CARPENTRY

JP
     PAINTING

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY

 INT.  EXT.

617-852-7409

JP resident  

darraghlaffan@hotmail.com

XXXXXCARPENTRY

Fine Carpentry
More than 30 Years’ Experience

Adrian “Woody” Nussdorfer
Architectural Training • Excellent References

(617) 910-6634

Advertise in the 

Guide  

617-524-7662

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

CONTRACTING SERVICES

ContraCting ServiCeS 
Roofing, Painting, Decks, Siding, 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Finish Basements
Contact JOE  617-980-6558

Kares
Painting

Female owned & operated. 20+ years 
experience. Honest & affordable.  No job 
too big. Free estimates. NO RIP-OFFS! 

Ask about our 
LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE.

Cynthia “Kare” Shephard 
617-930-0582(cell) • karespainting@aol.com

Finely Detailed Interior & Exterior Painting

Rich Gargiulo
617-821-4701

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Design and Construction
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NICK n RAPHY’S LANDSCAPING
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nekmihopoulos@gmail.com
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JARAGUA
HOME IMPROVEMENT
Complete Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Carpentry, Remodeling, Flooring,Tile,
Interior & Exterior Painting, Plastering,
Siding,Decks, Framing, All types of tile,

Commercial and Residential
GREAT REFERENCES

GREAT PRICE

617-281-6934
www.jaraguahomeimprovement.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

MSS ELECTRICAL

781-727-3694

Serving Jamaica Plain and Surrounding Communities

DARK SKY INITIATIVE AND 
CPTED PRACTITIONER  WITH A GREENER 

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENT

LICENSED, INSURED
IN COMM OF MASS

Asbestos and/or Mold Issues
You have it, we take it. 25 years experience Listed w/BBB over 20 yrs 

no complaints. True professional, fully licensed fully insured. Union Trained

Erie Environmental Inc.

www.nealcoinspects.com
www.erieenvironmental.com

Call Neal Anytime 617-593-1664
Office-781-817-6146

ASBESTOS AND MOLD

Advertise your 
services here!

Advertise your 
services here!

HOME SERVICE GUIDE

 
HANDYMAN

Carpentry, Masonry, Fences, Painting & Odd Jobs 
No job too small!  Years of experience!!

T and P Handyman Service

617-279-9815

MBTA launches NextGen Bus Navigation Pilot Program

Zaller remembered becoming a 
fan of the series when he began 
reading the books and watching 
the movies with his oldest son, 
nearly two decades ago. He be-
lieves that Harry Potter is still 
cherished by fans today because 
of how relatable the characters 
are.
 Fortunate to have been a part 
of the experience, Zaller has de-
veloped into an even greater fan 
since starting the project in 2020. 
He has been intensely involved in 
choosing the details for all of the 
elements throughout the exhibi-
tion; and now envisions himself 
in the role of Harry Potter: not 
always a rule-follower, less pol-
ished, but with a deep care and 
determination to do the right 
thing.
 “I’ve created lots of different 
experiences. Potter was always 

the Holy Grail for me. It was a 
huge honor when Warner Bros. 
called,” said Zaller, who would 
find it convenient to be able to 
use the “alohomora” spell to un-
lock doors and other objects in his 
day-to-day life. “I love it. People 
love it. You feel the energy when 
you’re here.”
Visit www.HarryPotterExhibi-
tion.com to learn more about 
Harry Potter: The Exhibition, 

located at 100 Cambridgeside 
Place, Cambridge, in the for-
mer Best Buy space. Hours are 
Friday-Saturday 9am-7pm, Sun-
day-Thursday, 9am-5pm, and 
holidays, 9am-7pm. Browse the 
gift shop (no ticket necessary), 
which features exclusive appar-
el, products, and treats such as 
chocolate frogs and butterbeer 
candies.

Harry Potter
Continued from page 8

A little one potting a Mandrake seedling.

Continued on page 12
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By Sen. Lydia edwardS

 On July 31, the Massachu-
setts legislature passed a ground-
breaking $5.2 billion housing 
bond bill. Less than a week later, 
Governor Maura Healey signed 
it into law, setting the stage for 
one of the most ambitious efforts 
in the state’s history to address 
its growing housing challenges. 
The legislation represents not 
just a substantial financial com-
mitment, but a bold vision for 
the future of affordable housing 
across the Commonwealth.
 This bill tackles critical is-
sues that have long plagued our 
state: deteriorating public hous-
ing, a lack of affordable homes, 
and an urgent need for policy 
innovation. The housing bond 
bill allocates $2 billion toward 
the maintenance and redevel-
opment of public housing, which 
will have a direct impact on the 
lives of over 70,000 residents. 
These investments will finally 
address safety concerns and ne-
glected conditions that have been 
ignored for far too long.
 “For years, we’ve heard from 
families in public housing about 
the dangers they face from out-
dated, unsafe conditions,” said 
Senator Lydia Edwards. “With 
this bill, we’re taking action, en-
suring people can live in dignity 
and safety. But it’s also about 

more than fixing buildings—it’s 
about fixing our approach to 
housing.”
 The bond bill doesn’t stop 
at repairs. It includes $200 
million for a forward-thinking 
demonstration program that will 
transition public housing into 
mixed-income communities. This 
shift will reduce the need for 
state-funded modernization in 
the future while fostering vi-
brant, diverse neighborhoods.
 “As Senate Chair of Hous-
ing, I had a front-row seat to 
help negotiate, plan, and push 
this language forward. At the 
heart of the bill is a compre-
hensive approach to affordable 
housing.” The legislation pours 
$800 million into the Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund and adds 
hundreds of millions more into 
other key housing programs, 
such as the Housing Stabiliza-
tion and Investment Trust Fund 
and the Housing Innovations 
Trust Fund. These funds will fuel 
projects that create and preserve 
affordable housing, helping to 
close the widening gap between 
housing demand and supply.
 The bond bill recognizes that 
housing is not just about build-
ings—it’s about people and com-
munities. It includes $275 mil-
lion for environmentally friendly 

A milestone for 
Massachusetts housing: new 
solutions for a growing crisis

Guest Op-ededitOrial 
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Bicycling is not safe in Greater Boston
The tragic death of a 62 year-old bicyclist last week on Memorial Drive has highlighted the lack of 
safety on our roadways for even experienced cyclists. We ourselves know first-hand how dangerous 
Metro Boston’s roads can be. We train for triathlons and are fully aware that we are taking our life 
into our own hands whenever we take off for a ride. Even in places where there are bike lanes on the 
roads, those bike lanes always just end precipitously -- eventually forcing cyclists to navigate unsafe 
roads alongside high-speed automobile traffic.
And even when we are in a bike lane, we still have to deal with motorists who pull out halfway into 
the bike lane in order to see oncoming traffic, or who are distracted thanks to cell phones, or who are 
under the influence (either by alcohol or marijuana), or who are just bad drivers, not to mention the 
prospect of being “doored” by an inattentive driver exiting their parked car adjacent to the bike lane.
Although we applaud the trend toward encouraging bicycling both for exercise and in order to reduce 
our dependence on cars for environmental reasons (we used to commute to work on our bike on nice days 
and rode our bike routinely when we were in college in Cambridge), the reality is that bicycling never 
is going to be widely-adopted by commuters thanks to rain, snow, ice, and summer heat-and-humidity. 
It’s a good way to get exercise, but it has its limitations for our increasingly-aging populations and for 
those who are not mobile.
Biking has its place in communities with designated bike paths, such as those on Cape Cod and the 
islands, where we enjoyed many bike rides with our children when they -- and we -- were younger.
But the reality of the push to get people on bicycles, as laudable as it may be, is that it only will lead 
to more tragedies on our unsafe roads. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration reported 
that 1,105 bicyclists were killed in motor-vehicle traffic crashes in 2022, a 13% increase from 976 in 
2021. In addition, the Consumer Product Safety Commission reports there were 405,411 emergency 
department-treated injuries associated with bicycles in 2022. 
In New York City, last year was the deadliest year for cyclists since 1999, according to that city’s De-
partment of Transportation. Of the 30 cyclists who died in 2023 on NYC streets, 23 died riding e-bikes, 
which is more than double the previous record for e-bike fatalities. Serious injuries among cyclists in 
NYC went up last year as well, with a total of 395 cyclists who were severely injured, including 79 who 
were riding e-bikes, an increase of about 50 from the previous year.
The U.S. never is going to be Europe, where bicycling was a way of life before the automobile and the 
roadways in major cities were designed with bicycling in mind. We certainly would like to see safer roads 
for bicyclists in and around the Greater Boston area, especially if we can add dedicated bike paths. But 
until we have figured it out (and have the money to pay for it), we fear that more tragedies are inevitable.

Deja vu all over again for long-time 
Sox, Pats fans

The Red Sox once again are on the outside looking in. The Sox have failed to make the playoffs for the 
third year in a row and the fifth time in six years. The Sox had appeared destined for a playoff spot at 
the midseason All-Star break, only to falter miserably in the second half of the season, a pattern of the 
past three years.
As for the pathetic Patriots, it’s hard to imagine them winning more than one or two games for the re-
mainder of the year, which means they will finish up even worse than last year’s four-win team, leaving 
them out of the playoffs for the fourth season in the past five. Even worse to contemplate is that the 
future for the Pats appears dim. As long as Allen, Mahomes, and Jackson are still in their prime, the 
Pats at best will be a .500 ballclub for the next decade.
Although both the Sox and the Pats enjoyed incredible success in the first two decades of this century, 
the downward trajectory for both teams is not all that surprising. The Sox and the Pats may be  rated 
among the most valuable sports franchises in the world -- the Patriots recently were ranked the fourth 
most-valuable NFL team --  but the ownerships of both teams take their incredibly loyal fan base for 
granted and appear disinterested in constructing  a championship-caliber team.
The Pats’ demise must be particularly galling for owner Bob Kraft, who often speaks of being a Patriot 
fan from the founding of the franchise in 1960 and then enduring the decades when the Patriots were 
among the worst teams in the NFL.
Although younger Boston sports fans came of age during a 20-year period of excellence, the woeful 
performances of the Sox and the Pats these days bring back sad memories for older fans of the early 
1960s for the Red Sox (“When April’s high expectations turned to September’s tears”, in the words of 
Ken Coleman on the Impossible Dream record) and the latter half of that decade when the Pats were 
the worst team in the NFL.
Ironically, when the Pats and the Sox were awful in that era, it was the Celtics who brought us success 
with their incredible run of NBA titles led by Bill Russell -- and once again the Celts seem to be our 
only hope for joy once again, just as they were six decades ago.
With the tough summer for Sox fans behind us and the fall football season fast-forwarding (so it ends 
quickly) for the Patriots, hopefully the Celts will bring us some salvation this coming winter and spring.

Continued on page 15
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housing projects, ensuring that 
as we build more homes, we also 
contribute to a sustainable fu-
ture. Additionally, $100 million 
is designated for homes for first-
time buyers, while $70 million 
will support housing develop-
ment for people with intellectu-
al disabilities and people with 
mental illness.
 This bill also introduc-
es meaningful policy changes 
aimed at making housing more 
equitable and accessible. Sena-
tor Edwards led the charge on 
a provision creating a process 
for eviction records to be sealed, 
allowing individuals to petition 
for sealing records of no-fault 
evictions, rent nonpayment due 
to economic hardship, older fault 
evictions, records from civil ac-
tions related to property misuse, 
and record from dismissed evic-
tion actions or judgements favor-
ing the defendant. The reform 
includes protections against the 
disclosure of sealed records by 
consumer reporting agencies and 
ensures applicants can answer 
“no record” for sealed evictions 
when applying for housing or 
credit. “Eviction should not be a 

life sentence,” Senator Edwards 
stated. “This reform is about fair-
ness and giving people a second 
chance.” Moreover, the provi-
sion reflects the input of a wide 
coalition, including the Great-
er Boston Real Estate Board, 
who endorsed the original bill in 
2023.
 In a creative approach to 
addressing vacant commercial 
spaces, the bill supports a Com-
mercial Property Conversion 
Program that will transform 
underutilized properties into 
much-needed housing units. This 
not only addresses the housing 
shortage but also breathes new 
life into struggling commercial 
districts.
 Other notable reforms in-
clude:
 • Making it easier to build Ac-
cessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) 
on single-family lots.
 • Local Option for Veterans 
Preference in affordable housing 
programs. Municipalities may 
opt to reserve up to 10% of af-
fordable units for veterans.
 • Ensuring that state-fund-
ed housing projects comply with 
responsible contractor standards 
to protect workers’ rights.
 • Creating seasonal commu-
nities definition and policies to 

protect communities with exten-
sive population growth during 
the touring season. One such 
policy is the municipal worker 
preference.
 • Creating a policy on Social 
Housing.
 • Creating a commission on 
Senior Housing.
 • Creating an Office of Fair 
Housing.
 The housing bond bill is a 
testament to the power of inno-
vative policy paired with seri-
ous investment. It’s a reflection 
of our commitment to ensuring 
that housing is a right, not a 
privilege, and that no one is left 
behind in the push for more af-
fordable homes. As Senator Ed-
wards put it, “This bill is more 
than a financial investment—it’s 
an investment in the future of 
Massachusetts. A future where 
housing is stable, accessible, and 
equitable for all. I am grateful 
for the opportunity to lead as a 
freshman Senator in a conference 
committee on one of the leading 
issues of our time, contributing 
to a bill that tackles such critical 
challenges head-on.”
 With the enactment of this 
historic legislation, Massachu-
setts is not just responding to 
today’s housing crisis but also 

laying the foundation for long-
term solutions that will benefit 
generations to come. This is more 
than just a victory for housing 
advocates—it’s a win for every-

one in the Commonwealth.
 
 Lydia Edwards is a State 
Senator representing the Third 
Suffolk District.

PLEASE WRITE…
The Gazette welcomes letters to the  editor. Word limit: 500. Deadline: Friday at 5 p.m. one 

week before publication. Letters  may be emailed to letters@JamaicaPlainGazette.com.
Please include address and telephone number for verification purposes. Anonymous letters will not be published.

 More information: 617-524-7662

classifieds@JamaicaPlainGazette.com
617-524-2626

David at kNurd on Kall : com can help with PC computers, networks, 
audio/video/multimedia, phone solutions. $Reasonable$. House calls. 
617-676-5676.

SERVICES

C L A S S I F I E D  I N F O    

Rate: $14 buys 10 words, including 
a bold heading: 25 cents for each 
additional word.  Deadline: 3 PM 
on the Monday before publication 

date.  Fax your ad to 617-524-3921 
or mail it to Gazette Publications, 

Inc.,  PO. Box 301119, JP, MA 
02130.  Or e-mail it to classifieds@

JamaicaPlainGazette.com.  For 
more info. call  617-524-2626.  

Press 5, then press 3.  
The Gazette accepts 

all major  credit cards.

Classifieds

reccapainting
@hotmail.com
reccapainting

@hotmail.com

JOHN J. RECCA
PAINTING
CoCommercial/Residential

Interior/Exterior
Fully Insured
Quality WorkQuality Work

Reasonable RatesReasonable Rates
Free EstimatesFree Estimates

781-241-2454

Name ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Address 
7-Eleven Store ................................................415 Center / Huntingtin Ave
Levinson Bldg .......................................................835 Huntington Aveenue
Neville Building ............................................................ Huntington Avenue
Robert & Theresa Parks Community Building Mission Park Drive
Flynn House ................................................................  805 Huntington Ave
Huntington Market...................................................... 818 Huntington Ave
Huntntgton Pizza ........................................................ 784 Huntington Ave
Carman' S Beauty Salon .............................................. 764 Huntington Ave
Green Coffe Shop ......................................................... 750 Huntington Ave
Davos Wine& Spirits ................................................... 754 Huntington Ave
Flames .......................................................................... 746 Huntington Ave
Hollywood Dry Cleaners .............................................. 742 Huntington Ave
Udb Uq ......................................................................... 738 Huntington Ave
Halal Indian Cuisine ................................................... 766 Huntington Ave
Brigham Liquors .......................................................... 732 Huntington Ave
Brighman Circle Chines .............................................. 728 Huntington Ave
The Mission Pub .......................................................... 724 Huntington Ave
Stop & Shop  ........................................................Tremont And Huntington
Walgreens ............................................................Tremont And Huntington
J P Lick's ..............................................................Tremont And Huntington
Bank Of America .................................................Tremont And Huntington
Citizens Bank ......................................................Tremont And Huntington

Name ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Address 
Puddingston Tavenen ........................................................ 1592 Tremont St
Tremont House Of Pizza .................................................... 1590 Tremont St
Subway Sandwiches  ......................................................... 1578 Tremont St
Mini Mart ........................................................................... 1576 Tremont St
Boston Property ................................................................. 1570 Tremont St
Elen Real State  ................................................................. 1568 Tremont St
Spinney Auto Insurance .................................................... 1560 Tremont St
Mikes Donut....................................................................... 1524 Tremont St
Lillys Gourmet ................................................................... 1528 Tremont St
Grispy Dough Pizza .................................................. 1514  Huntington Ave
Discount Auto Part ............................................................ 1486 Tremont St
Laundromat ....................................................................... 1460 Tremont St
Dunkin Donut .................................................................... 1631 Tremont St
Solstice Café ....................................................................... 1623 Tremont St
Mission Hill Liquors .......................................................... 1623 Tremont St
Flann O'brien 'S ................................................................. 1621 Tremont St
Mission Hill American Legion 1617 Tremont St
Mission Hill Properties  .................................................. 1607 Trewmont St
Mission Hill Post Office ..................................................... 1575 Tremont St
1575 Longwood Street Apts 1575 Tremont St
Needham Bank ...........................................................................Tremont St
Bruggels Bakery ............................................................. 375 Longwood Ave

Where to Find the Gazette?Where to Find the Gazette?

Looking for a  reasonable parking space 3 or 5 days a week within 
walking distance to Brigham and Women’s Hospital in September. 
Please respond to
Bostoncaz@aol.com   /  617-730-3031

PARKING SPACE NEED

Op-Ed
Continued from page 14
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Non-Profit & Small Business Development Series

Join Northeastern City and Community
Engagement for a series of online and
in-person trainings around key topics
for non-profits and small businesses. 

In person location:
Northeastern Crossing
1175 Tremont Street
Boston, MA 02120

Register Here:

This first session is led by branding
expert, Fena Fenelon, and focuses on
developing your “branding DNA.”
Exploring the art and science of
creating a strong brand, it delves into
key components of branding, such as
brand strategy, positioning, messaging,
and identity design. This session is
open to the public and targeted at
non-profit organizations and small
businesses in the City of Boston. Join
us to build your organization or
business’ capacity for storytelling,
stakeholder engagement, and funding. 

October 16th
12:00-1:30pm

feedback from dozens of tran-
sit agencies informed Swiftly’s 
approach, the MBTA’s unique 
open data standard orientation 
and innovative development ap-
proach made the agency an ex-
traordinary partner in solving 
transit navigation challenges for 
the whole industry.”
 By building on a combination 
of in-house tools, off-the-shelf 

hardware, and modern vendors 
like Swiftly, the MBTA is pre-
paring for future innovation and 
iteration. In an industry where 
technology can often remain 
stagnant, the MBTA’s Technol-
ogy Innovation Department can 
iterate quickly based on feedback 
from dispatchers and other front-
line staff.
 “We’ve hired over 350 new op-
erators in the last year. Though 
we train operators on all routes, 
it still can be a nerve-wrack-
ing experience to get out on the 

road for new operators,” said 
MBTA Executive Director of Bus 
Transportation Sean Mills. “This 
helps provide them with more 
confidence to learn more routes 
and be able to cover what would 
otherwise be dropped trips, when 
they have availability.”
 “The team has built the de-
tours feature with dispatchers, 
for dispatchers,” said MBTA Bus 
Dispatcher Byron Randolph. 
“They’ve done it by spending 
time learning from us, speaking 
our language, and understanding 

our needs. I appreciate what the 
team has built. It’ll make detour 
management so much easier for 
dispatchers by saving us time 
and improving how we work with 
staff in the field.”
 The MBTA will monitor the 
NextGen Bus Navigation Pi-
lot over the fall and the winter 
2024/2025. Following this eval-
uation period, the new technolo-
gies will be prepared to roll out 
to all bus garages with detailed 
real-time bus detour information 
available for riders too. 

 The MBTA’s Technology In-
novation team utilizes creative 
technology solutions to improve 
transit service for riders and the 
T’s workforce. Members of the 
public interested in joining this 
exciting team can view their open 
positions online.
 For more info, visit mbta.
com or connect with the T on X 
@MBTA, Facebook /TheMBTA, 
Instagram @theMBTA, Threads 
@thembta, or TikTok @thembta.

MBTA
Continued from page 9

NUNEZ NAMED TO 
DEAN'S LIST AT 
UNIVERSITY OF 
MARYLAND GLOBAL 
CAMPUS
 Jael Nunez of Mission Hill 
was named to the Dean's List 
for the summer 2024 term at 
University of Maryland Global 
Campus. To be eligible for the 
honor, a student must complete 
at least six credits during the 
term, earned a grade point aver-

age of at least 3.5 for the term, 
and maintained a cumulative 
GPA of 3.5 at UMGC.
 University of Maryland Glob-
al Campus was founded more 
than 75 years ago specifically to 
serve the higher education needs 
of working adults and military 
servicemembers. Today, UMGC 
is the largest provider of post-
secondary education in Maryland 
and continues its global tradition 
with online and hybrid courses, 
more than 175 classroom and 
service locations worldwide, and 

more than 125 degrees and certif-
icates backed by the reputation 
of a state university and the 
University System of Maryland.

HERD NAMED TO SNHU 
PRESIDENT’S LIST
 Andrew Herd of Mission Hill 
has been named to Southern New 
Hampshire University’s (SNHU) 
Summer 2024 President’s List. 
The summer terms run from May 
to August.
 Full-time undergraduate 

students who have earned a 
minimum grade-point average 
of 3.700 and above for the re-
porting term are named to the 
President’s List. Full-time status 
is achieved by earning 12 credits 
over each 16-week term or paired 
8-week terms grouped in fall, 
winter/spring, and summer.
 Southern New Hampshire 
University (SNHU) is a private, 
nonprofit, accredited institution 
with a 92-year history of edu-
cating traditional-aged students 
and working adults. Now serv-

ing more than 200,000 learners 
worldwide, SNHU offers approx-
imately 200 accredited under-
graduate, graduate and certifi-
cate programs, available online 
and on its 300-acre campus in 
Manchester, NH. Recognized as 
one of the “Most Innovative” re-
gional universities by U.S. News 
& World Report and one of the 
fastest-growing universities in 
the country, SNHU is committed 
to expanding access to high qual-
ity, affordable pathways that 
meet the needs of each learner.

LOCAL STUDENTS EARN ACADEMIC HONORS


